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Developer looks at
financial options

Jimmy Walker has spent decades working in the
financial services business, which includes life insur-
ance. So it’s a little surprising when you see the long-
time North Central resident’s name associated with
an event called “Celebrity Fight Night.” Such a title
evokes imagery of blood, bruises and occasional bro-
ken noses. One wonders what Walker is doing associ-
ated with such a risky-sounding endeavor.

Walker attended Central High School, where he
was first team All-State in basketball, and later attended
Arizona State University, where he received his educa-
tion on a basketball scholarship. He never lost his love
of sports, which helped lead to the creation of Celebrity
Fight Night, which celebrates its 20th year next month.

The original concept was to get local celebrity
athletes to duke it out with oversized boxing gloves in
a fun and charitable event, Walker explains.

A Phoenix resident since 1957, Walker has
brought his years of experience of selling insurance to
professional athletes and entertainers to his position
as chairman of the Celebrity Fight Night Foundation,
which he founded 20 years ago.

The mock fights that were once associated with
Celebrity Fight Night have long since been eliminat-

Developers of an apartment complex planned for
3rd Avenue and Camelback Road have asked the City
Council to postpone its vote on a requested zoning
change for the property until its March 19 meeting.
The council was originally slated to review the rezon-
ing request, which would change approximately 1.14
acres from commercial to multi-family residential, at
its Feb. 5 meeting.

The continuance request stated that the develop-
ers wanted more time to explore alternatives to
financing and to review possible further revisions to
the development.

Larry Lazarus, attorney for the developers, explains
that changes had previously been made to the develop-
ment proposal that reduced the height of a portion of
the project from four to three stories, which also elimi-
nated six units of the affordable housing project.

Representatives from the adjacent Medlock Place
historic neighborhood object to the height and the
density of the project, which abuts their 100-year-
old, single-story community.

Lazarus says that Michael Stringfellow from the
Chasse Building Team has contacted the project’s
financing partners to determine whether, for example,
reducing the height to three stories across the board or
otherwise reducing the density of the units to below 50
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please see POSTPONED on page 8

North Central’s Walker continues ‘Fight’ of life

Nancy Walker,

Celebrity Fight

Nigh Foundation

board member,

and her husband

Jimmy Walker,

longtime North

Central resident

and founder of

Celebrity Fight

Night, visit with

boxing legend

Muhammad Ali at

a previous event

(submitted photo).
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By Teri Carnicelli

By Teri Carnicelli

ed, but the real fight against Parkinson’s disease,
poverty, homelessness and childhood ailments con-
tinues to hold strong at this annual star-studded
event, set for Saturday, April 12 at the J.W. Marriott
resort near the Desert Ridge mall.

The individual ticket prices start at $1,500, which
includes a private musical performance by Michael
Bublé, The Band Perry, and Kenny Rogers
(www.celebrityfightnight.org). Other celebrities who
will be in attendance include Robert De Niro, Billy
Crystal, Reba McEntire who returns as emcee, and of
course the perennial man of honor, boxing legend
Mohammad Ali.

please see WALKER on page 8
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908 W. Flynn Lane - $270,000

341 W. El Caminito Dr. - $389,000

6025 N. 10th Pl. - $259,000

1320 E. Lupine Ave. - $750,000

601 E. Orangewood Ave. - $540,000 1232 E. Lupine Ave. - $435,000

5510 N. 4th St.

7 W. Berridge Lane - $ 1,070,000

621 W. Glenn Dr. - $499,000

232 E. Medlock Dr.

1627 E. Butler Dr. - $385,000

77 E. Missouri Ave. #53 - $295,000

511 W. Northview Ave. - $1,050,000

Shelley Caniglia: 602-292-6862
Steve Caniglia: 602-301-2402

302 W. Kaler Dr. - $650,0007334 N. Central Ave. - $849,000

4250 N. 35th St. - $350,000

Coming
soon!

509 E. Belmont Ave. - $469,000

150 E. Wagon Wheel Dr. - $829,000

NEW
PRICE

COMING SOON

NEW
LISTING

IN
ESCROW

IIFF  YYOOUU  AARREE  TTHHIINNKKIINNGG  OOFF
BBUUYYIINNGG  OORR  SSEELLLLIINNGG,,  

WWEE  CCAANN  RREEPPRREESSEENNTT  YYOOUU..  
NNOOTTHHIINNGG  IISS    TTOOOO  SSMMAALLLL

OORR  TTOOOO  LLAARRGGEE!!

SOLD
SOLD

7115 N. Wilder Rd.

SOLD

2059 W. Citrus Way

SOLD

317 W. Loma Lane

SOLD

6308 N. 7th Ave. - $399,000

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW

IN ESCROW
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602-870-6856 www.donleyservice.com

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Solar
Honest, Committed and Caring since 1976

Jim and Mike
Donley THINK COOL

Car wash assists with
boxer’s college dreams

Angel Baltazar is going through one
of the hardest times in his barely 20 years
of life. His father was diagnosed with ter-
minal cancer and the doctors don’t
expect he will have much longer to live.

Angel’s dad wants to make sure that
his son’s future stays on the right track.
That’s why he supported Angel when
he wanted to get into boxing. And
that’s why he’s asked Angel’s boxing
coach to help him make sure his son
still has a bright future ahead of him,
despite what will be a devastating loss.

The Chavez Boxing Gym, started
by former Golden Gloves Champion
Pete Chavez, is more than just a youth
program or a gym; for the kids and
coaches, it is a family. And when some-
one in your family is having a hard
time, everyone comes together to help.

To help Angel stay on track, the
Chavez Boxing Foundation, formed in
2007, is giving Angel this year’s
Melyssa Gastelum College Grant.

Years ago, the foundation set up
the grant in honor of one of Chavez’s
former clients. Gastelum was just 17
when she died in an accident. “She
was such a good kid,” Chavez remem-
bers. “She wanted to go to college.”
Her family helped him set up a schol-
arship in her name.

Now that grant is going to ensure
Angel will go to college, even if his

Local boxer Angel Baltazar gets some help washing cars as part of a fundraiser for his box-
ing gym, the Chavez Boxing Foundation, at 7th and Missouri avenues. Another car wash
fundraiser is coming up on March 29 (submitted photo).

father won’t have the chance to see it.
Members, coaches, friends and sup-

porters of the boxing club are helping
to raise funds for this year’s grant with
a car wash, set for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 29 in the parking area
of Sylvia’s La Canasta, 5508 N. 7th
Ave. It is in the same shopping center
as the boxing gym.

The proceeds from the car wash will
go directly to the grant and ultimately
to Angel’s college fund.

The Chavez Boxing Foundation is a
nonprofit youth intervention/prevention

program that offers the sport of amateur
boxing as an alternative to destructive
behavior. You can Like Chavez Boxing
Foundation on Facebook and/or follow
them on Twitter @CBF2012Boxing.

Offer your views on
light rail communities

Residents are invited to shape the
future of development along Phoenix’s
light rail system by participating in a
two-week Reinvent PHX community
design workshop. Reinvent PHX is a

community-based planning effort to
create walkable communities by guid-
ing future development along the
Phoenix light rail system.

The “opening event” is set for 6 to
8 p.m. Monday, March 24, and the
“closing event” will be held from 6 to 8
p.m. Friday, April 4. Both events will
take place at the Phoenix Financial
Center, 3443 N. Central Ave.

During the two-week workshop,
residents are invited to provide input
any time between the hours of 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. or online at myplanphx.com.
District plans create a guide for invest-
ments in streets, parks, housing and
business development based on a com-
munity vision for the future.

The opening event will provide ini-
tial input on designs for walkable com-
munities along the light rail between
downtown Phoenix and Bethany Home
Road/Christown Spectrum Mall. The
closing event will feature designs draft-
ed for this area, based on public input..

Transit Oriented Development
(TOD) is a method for building and
preserving communities with the goal
of making walking, bicycling and using
public transit safe, convenient and
comfortable for daily living. This effort
will be a model for developing other
walkable communities along future
light rail corridors

For more information, visit
www.reinventphx.org or call 602-534-
5829.
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The Terraces of Phoenix in Phoenix, Arizona, is managed by ABHOW,  

corporation, serving seniors through quality retirement housing since 1949.  

NEVER STOP  
BEING YOU.

Looking for a community that matches you like 
your favorite song? You’ve found it. Live worry-free 
with friendly folks who want the same things:  
happiness and security without pretense. 

It’s easy. It’s The Terraces. Welcome home.

7550 N. 16th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85020

TheTerracesPhoenix.com

Call 1-800-956-1627 to schedule a visit.

An unidentified woman has her head
shaved to help raise money for childhood
cancer research, as part of an annual event
hosted by the St. Baldrick’s Foundation (sub-
mitted photo).

Locals shave heads to
help kids with cancer

St. Baldrick’s Foundation, a volun-
teer-driven charity dedicated to raising
money for childhood cancer research,
will host one of its signature head-shav-
ing events at Tim Finnegan’s Restaurant
& Pub near Metrocenter Mall from 4
to 7 p.m. on Saturday, March 8.

Men and women from MiniCo and
other local businesses including
OpenTech Alliance and the U-Haul
Self Storage Affiliate Network will
shave their heads in solidarity with kids
with cancer and raise money to con-
quer childhood cancers.

“We understand that shaving your
head may not for everyone,” says Poppy
Behrens, event coordinator and publisher
at MiniCo Insurance Agency LLC.
“There are other ways that you can be
involved. You can sign up as a volunteer,
attend the event where Tim Finnegan’s
will donate all proceeds from the St.
Baldrick’s Buffet to the foundation, par-
ticipate in our raffle or silent and live auc-
tions, set up a fundraising page or make a
donation on behalf of a participant.”

One raffle on the day of the event
will be for a vintage Schwinn Stingray
bicycle.

In addition, Wigs for Kids will be on
hand for those who wish to donate their
hair—even if they just want it cut, not
shaved. Also on hand will be the Phoenix

Police Department SWAT Team and the
Phoenix Fire Department with their
trucks and gear on display. Special chil-
dren’s activities will include face paint-
ing, a coloring table, and an opportunity
to make cards for kids with cancer.

Tim Finnegan’s is located at 9201 N.
29th Ave. For more information, visit
www.stbaldricks.org/events/TimFinnega
ns or call 602-321-7708.

Get free tax help
at Central library

Members of the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) Program will
assist qualified residents with tax prepa-
ration 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday, April
9 at Burton Barr Central Library, 1221
N. Central Ave. Qualified individuals
will have made $51,000 or less in 2013.
VITA volunteers are IRS-certified to
provide free basic income tax return
preparation with electronic filing.

No registration required. Assistance
is first come, first served. Bilingual vol-
unteers will be available.

For more information, call 602-262-
4636 or visit phoenixpubliclibrary.org.
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TThhee  LLiieebb  GGrroouupp
Real Estate Corner

I grew up in Atlanta Georgia and when
my parents got divorced in 1964, my dad
moved to Phoenix to buy into a ladies’ shop
located at Park Central Mall called Kagel's.
The store was owned by a wonderful lady,
Gerry Aron, who always took my brother

Michael and me to
her family gather-
ings and made us
feel like we had an
extended family
here in Phoenix.
My brother and I
were 8 and 4 when
we first came out
here but all of the
business owners at
Park Central always
treated us like we

were adults even though we were pain in
the A@#@#@ and it really made us feel
wonderful being in a strange city. There
was another gentleman who worked in the
mall at Switzer's named Bernie Tech who
also made Michael and me always feel
comfortable and I was forever grateful for
his respect. Bernie had a jewelry shop
inside of Switzers and it was like a who's
who whenever I went in there. I used to buy
whatever I could afford from him then and
when I got older I would buy more expen-
sive jewelry from him and he always made
me feel like I was his best customer. I
always bought stuff for my various girl-
friends until they kept dumping me!!

All of these flashbacks came back to me
the other night when I was sitting next to
Jay Weiss, one of the owners of Weiss Guys
Car Wash, which was a fixture in the valley
for many years. Jay and his brothers Howie
and Jerry were the most incredible hard
workers that I had even seen. They always
made their clients feel like they were the
most important person in the world and
always seem to have a smile on their faces.
In addition to making customers feel good,
their employees also made you feel good as
you were buying all kinds of stuff for your
car like sprays, steering wheel covers, etc. I
spent more time at Jerry's location at
Central and Camelback and then after that
location closed, I moved over to Jay's shop
at 7th Street and Rose Lane. They still have
many hand wash locations and have added
a pet wash in their car washes for our most
important member(s) of our family.

Ok, what is the point of this month's article
other than a trip down memory lane? I learned
many life lessons from these people in addi-
tion to many friends of my dad and that is how
to treat people not only in business but in per-
sonal life. All of these people made me feel
like I was a family member and they all treat-
ed me with respect and guess what ... I always
came back to them. This is what I try to do in
my business because I know buyers and sellers
have many good choices for realtors and really
you only have one chance to make that first
impression. If you screw it up, your second
chance will never happen. I try to make every-
one feel like they are the most important per-
son in the world and I especially try to make
their kids feel important because those kids
will remember those moments like I did 30-40
years later when they are looking for homes.

I am sure all of you know this but this huge
city can seem to be very small sometimes
because everybody seems to know everybody,
especially in Central Phoenix. If you treat
everyone with respect then it will pay large
dividends later on. My thanks to all of my
dad's friends for making me feel welcome in
this community for the past 50 years and I can
only hope that my kids have learned the same
lessons on how to treat people, which will help
them in business and in life.

I am so proud of my daughter, Juliann, who
will graduate in a few months from ASU’s
Barrett, the Honors College with–get this–a
4.0 average. I know what you guys are think-
ing ... she got her smarts from me but, unfor-
tunately, you are wrong ... it came from my
wife, Mary Ann. I could hit and pitch a base-
ball in college but was a little light on the
studies. Juliann, we are so proud of you.

Have a great March.. 

TThhee  LLiieebb  GGrroouupp

Bobby Lieb
Associate Broker
HomeSmart Elite Group Manager/Founder
5225 N. Central Ave., Ste. 104
Phoenix, AZ  85012
Mobile: 602-376-1341
Fax: 602-996-9141
www.centralphx.com

Bobby Lieb

Life Lessons

ADVERTISEMENT

For all your escrow and title insurance needs, contact 
Kathy Zobel

Assistant Vice President/Branch Manager
5225 N. Central Ave. #103 • Phoenix Arizona 85012

(602) 595-5545 • (602) 595-5404 (fax)
kzobel@tmaaz.com • www.tmaaz.com

Enjoy local festivals
and family events

The weather is warming up and so
are the outdoor events around Phoenix.
Check out these local family friendly
events coming up in March.

Affair on the Square
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, March 8
Heritage Square
113 N. 6th St.

What was life like in early Phoenix?
How did the Arizona cowboy help the
U.S. win the Spanish-America War?
Meet local history authors, and chat with
26th President of the United States,
Theodore Roosevelt (portrayed by Joe
Wiegand), at this free event. Visitors also
are welcome to tour the Rosson House, a
19th century Victorian home located in
the middle of Downtown Phoenix (fee
applies). Other events include kids crafts
and activities, book signings, and a
Rough Riders Reception from 1-2 p.m.
Visit www.heritagesquarephx.org.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
and Faire
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, March 15
Hance Park/Irish Cultural Center
1106 N. Central Ave.
602-280-9221

The parade runs along 3rd Street
from Sheridan south to McDowell
Road and features Irish step-dancing
groups, the Arizona Irish Colleen and
her court, Scottish bag pipe perform-
ers, high school bands, twirlers and
floats. Admission to the faire is $10 for
adults (age 13 & older); kids age 12 &
younger admitted free. Seniors (55 &
older) and members of the military pay
$8. Enjoy three stages of Irish music
and dancers, a Kids Area, food and bev-
erages for purchase, crafters, and the
Anam Cara (Soul Friend) exhibition at
the McClelland Library. Free parking at
the garage at 1850 N. Central Ave. and
free shuttles run from there.  Bring
food items for donation and receive a
raffle ticket for a chance to win $100.
Visit www.phxirish.org.

Haru In The Garden: A 
Festival Welcoming Spring
5-9 p.m. Saturday, March 22
Japanese Friendship Garden
1125 N. 3rd Ave.
602-256-3204

A celebration of spring featuring
music, art and traditional Japanese dis-
plays. Performances will include

Japanese bamboo flute, Tibetan bowls,
koto, piano and Japanese folk music. A
special performance by the Glendale
Community College percussion ensem-
ble is scheduled for 6 p.m. A kimono,
Hina doll and temari display also will be
featured in the garden along with tradi-
tional spring-themed tea ceremony
demonstrations. A Japanese beer garden
and Asian food also will be available.
Tickets for non-members of the garden
at $15 for adults and $8 for youth 11
and younger. Purchase tickets online at
www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org by
noon March 21, or at the JFG Gift Shop
or Garden Gate day of event.

The 50th Annual Arizona 
Scottish Gathering
and Highland Games
March 22-23
Steele Indian School Park
300 E. Indian School Road 

Hours are 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday
and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. Watch com-
petitive highland dancing, pipe bands,
heavy athletics, country dancing and his-
torical re-enactments; enjoy vintage
British car exhibitions, and visit repre-
sentatives of over 50 Clans. There also is
a children’s area. Dogs on leashes are
OK, but be prepared to clean up after
your pet. Tickets are available at the gate
for $15 adults age 16 and older, $10 for
seniors age 60 and older, $10 for military
with ID, and $5 for children ages 6-15.
Parking is available for $5 at 4041 N.
Central Ave., where attendees can hop
on a free shuttle, or take the light rail to
the stop at Central & Indian School.
Visit http://www.arizonascots.com/
05games.shtml.

North Central resident Kezia Allen tries to
cheer up a sour Scottish stilt walker during
the annual Arizona Scottish Gathering &
Highland Games (photo by Teri Carnicelli).
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Locals thank cops
with a little coffee
By Patty Talahongva

Not too long ago, North Central
resident Lenni Griego says someone
rang her doorbell at 11 p.m. Since it
was so late, she didn’t answer and
instead called 9-1-1.

“I appreciate that we have that
opportunity to call the police when we
need them,” she says.

It is that feeling of appreciation that
led North Central residents Scott and
Mary Crozier to establish a gift card
account for police officers at two Dutch
Bros. Coffee locations, one at Central
and Camelback, and the other at 12th
Street and Glendale Avenue. At first,
Mary tried to offer an officer a gift card
directly, but the officer politely declined
her offer saying it was against Police
Department policy. So she approached
the managers at Dutch Bros. and asked
them to hold the card and use it when an
officer came through the drive-thru.

Since then, other residents in the
neighborhood have heard about the
card and have donated to it as well.

It’s affectionately called the “Cop
Card,” says Jeremy Rowell, a manager
at the Central and Camelback Dutch
Bros. location. He says the average bal-
ance is around $100, and officers can
order anything on the menu. Most ask
for a simple large black coffee while
others who don’t drink coffee order an
energy drink instead.

Not all police officers know about
the card so it can be a nice surprise
when they order and then are told the
coffee is on the house … or in this case,
on the gift card.

The two central Phoenix locations
are the only ones that have such a card
for police officers. Rowell says some offi-
cers decline the free drink and tell him to
save it for the next officer. That sounds
about right to Sgt. Tommy Thompson,
who has been with Phoenix Police
Department for 30 years and is one of
the public information officers.

“We appreciate it, but we don’t
encourage it,” he explains. “Our policy
is we don’t accept gratuities.”

Thompson says he understands
how people may want to say thanks to
the officers and he stresses that the offi-
cers who have accepted the free coffee
won’t get in trouble. In his years of
being on the job he has seen several
restaurants that offer free or discounted
meals to anyone in uniform, so he

understands the public’s desire to show
their thanks to the police.

“It’s just awesome,” says Rowell. “It
lets us know the officers, get to know
them on a first-name basis.” He says on
a typical day between 15 and 20 offices
drive through the Central and
Camelback location.

“We really have a great city and phe-
nomenal citizens who go out of their way
to support us,” says Thompson. “We're
fortunate to live in a city like this.”

Mary and her husband say they want
to keep the card going. Griego agrees.
“I'm most happy to do it,” she says.
“Donating to their free coffee fund is the
least I can do to thank them.”

Thompson stresses that another
option is the 100 Club, which welcomes
all donations. The fund was established
to care for the families of officers and
firefighters who are killed in the line of
duty. Before any insurance money is col-
lected, the family can get financial assis-
tance from the 100 Club. You can
donate at www.100club.org.

The group sponsors events
throughout the year, including the
Annual Run to Remember 5K Fun Run
and Walk on March 8. The run will
begin at 7:30 a.m. and sets off from the
canal path adjacent to 2411 W. Peoria
Ave. The Run/Walk is $20 and includes
a T-shirt. Children younger than 10
can walk/run for free or can register for
$5 and also receive a T-shirt. Visit the
100 Club website for details.

Spaghetti dinner
aids cancer research

The Ladies Auxiliary of Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 9400 hosts its
Annual Cancer Aide and Research
Spaghetti Dinner, noon to close on
Sunday, March 23.

Cost is $5 per plate and you can pur-
chase as many plates as you like. Each
dinner includes spaghetti, garlic bread,
salad, desert and a non-alcoholic bever-
age. Raffle tickets will be sold for $1 for
a chance to win many donated prizes,
including a handmade king-size quilt.

Proceeds from the dinner, which is
open to the public, will benefit cancer
research and members of the community
who have been diagnosed with cancer.

Membership is open to any person,
or family member of a person who has
fought for the U.S. military on foreign
soil. The post is located at 804 E.
Purdue Ave. For more information, call
602-943-9930.
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