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Residents to developer:  
‘Stick with the plan’  

Art can heal, inspire, educate, and question; it can 
be fun and fantastic, thought-provoking and heart-
warming and, sometimes, it is just heavenly to hold or 
lovely to look at. This month, the self-guided 
Sunnyslope Studio Tour returns for a sixth year, and 
both aficionados and those curious about art will have 
the opportunity to meet local artists in their own cre-
ative spaces and explore art’s many facets in person. 

“Since I was a kid, I’ve always wanted 
to be an artist,” said Kris Kollasch, who 
has not only fulfilled that dream as a work-
ing artist but is spearheading the organiza-
tional efforts of the 2023 Studio Tour.  

From fine art and murals to themed 
environments and public art, Kollasch 
says that she’s always liked to explore dif-
ferent mediums. Residents will enjoy vis-
iting the artist’s fun and quirky domain in 
Studio 11 on this year’s tour. (Don’t miss 
saying “hello” to Simon!) 

“What’s great about the Studio Tour 
is you get a chance to meet the artists face 
to face, and there’s a real diversity of 
artists and styles,” said Kollasch, who has 

At its Sept. 11 meeting, the Encanto Village 
Planning Committee (EVPC) approved by a 9 to 4 vote 
the developer’s request to modify or remove stipulations 
that bound The Central Park to a 2019 plan, putting 
the development of the last large parcel along a mile 
stretch of Central Avenue that much closer to realiza-
tion. For better or worse, barring any challenges by City 
Council members, the future growth of Central Avenue 
from Indian School Road to Camelback Road may 
soon be in the hands of developers. 

The Petree Properties project (on the northwest cor-
ner of Central and Glenrosa avenues) and the Forty600 
project (on the southwest corner of Central Avenue and 
Coolidge Street) were approved by Council Sept. 6. 
However, there are still some hurdles for other Central 
Avenue projects. An appeal was filed on PHO-1-23—Z-
27-15-4, the project located on the northeast corner of 
Central Avenue and Pierson Street known as Omninet 
East, and will be heard by the Planning Commission 
Oct. 5. The Planning Hearing Officer (PHO) heard the 
case for The Central Park (PHO-1-23—Z-9-19-4) Sept. 
20, and continued the project to Oct. 18, citing a lack of 
adequate time to review an updated site plan and a pend-
ing meeting between the developer and the Parks & 
Recreation Department that may have ramifications on 
the site plan, among other issues. 

please see PLAN on page 8

During the 2023 
Sunnyslope Studio 
Tour, local artist 
Kris Kollasch will 
show her work and 
host two other 
artists at her home 
— Studio 11 on 
the tour (photo by 
Kathryn M. Miller).
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lived in North Central and worked from her home 
studio for nearly three decades. 

She sees the studio tour as a way to engage and 
connect with the broader community, and to high-
light the diversity of the area as well. 

“Sunnyslope is a very interesting community 
because we cover so many demographics. I think this 
is a great opportunity for us to invite people from the 
larger Phoenix area to come and see what’s happening 
inside. 

“We’ve learned to live and commune together and 
that’s important — that we respect the people that 
have been here for a really long time. And I think 

please see TOUR on page 6
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Tour explores the artful heart of Sunnyslope
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Hello, North Central Neighbors!  
For this month’s cover stories, we con-

tinue to follow progress of The Central 
Park, an 18-acre development on the 
northeast corner of Central Avenue and 
Indian School 
Road.  We also 
highlight three of 
the artists partici-
pating in this year’s 
Sunnyslope Studio 
Tour. The event 
invites residents to 
meet a diverse 
group of local artists in their working stu-
dios and even the opportunity to purchase 
art for their own space. 

In our Community section, we high-
light the recently completed renovations 
at Solano Park, including a new Skate 
Plaza, and introduce you to the AHS Pet 
of the Month, a sweet Australian Kelpie 
mix named Thelma.  

From the Editor  If you attended Faith Lutheran 
Preschool, they are celebrating their 
40th anniversary Oct. 1 — and the 
community is invited. Read this story 
and catch up on North Central school 
news in School Days.  

Marjorie Rice caught up with John 
Stidham at the Original Breakfast House 
for this month’s Café Chat. The neigh-
borhood favorite was recently named one 
of the “Top 150 Mom and Pop 
Businesses” in the U.S. — and our team 
says it lives up to the hype. Read more in 
Food for Thought.  

As always, you can catch up on other 
community, business and dining news as 
well as explore our round-up of things to 
do in the Valley this month and beyond. 
Finally, hopefully you all are enjoying the 
cooler Arizona fall weather and we hope 
that you enjoy our October issue! 

Until next month, all my best, 
Kathryn M. Miller 

Editor, North Central News 
kathryn@northcentralnews.net 
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Phoenix District 5 Councilwoman Betty Guardado, center with scissors, was joined by Solano 
Elementary School students, Parks staff, Cowtown S.K.A.T.E. leadership and others at a cel-
ebration of the new skate plaza at Solano Park (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

Community celebrates  
Solano Skate Plaza 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

The community came together 
Sept. 18 to celebrate improvements to 
Solano Park — in particular a new 
skate plaza. 

Since December 2022, the park has 
been undergoing extensive improve-
ments, including the new skate park, 
pickleball courts and a resurfaced bas-
ketball court. But there is still work to 
do. The City of Phoenix Office of Arts 
& Culture will be adding a skateable art 
feature, “Pipe Dreams,” to the center of 
the skate plaza. The feature is expected 
to be completed in early 2024. 

At the celebration event, Phoenix 
District 5 Councilwoman Betty 
Guardado thanked the many entities 
involved, including Laura and Trent 
Martin from Cowtown Skateboards, 
Shannon McBride of 19North, the Parks 
& Recreation Department, Osborn 
School District Superintendent Michael 
Robert, and especially the Solano 
Elementary students, who were in atten-
dance and will keep the park activated. 

“I know that this park has been 
challenging at different moments,” 
Guardado said, “but it’s been very 
exciting to see everyone out here play-
ing pickleball…I see the kids out here 
skating. It’s very exciting and it warms 
my heart every single time that we’re 
able to activate a park.” 

Phoenix Parks and Recreation 
Director Cynthia Aguilar also thanked 
the children at the event and encouraged 
them to share their ideas on other ameni-
ties that they would like to see at parks.  

“Tell your parents, tell your teach-
ers, tell your superintendent…they will 
get the information to us and we would 
love to continue putting things in this 
park that will bring you here to enjoy a 
safe park,” Aguilar said. 

Also in attendance, Trent Martin 
spoke on behalf of Cowtown S.K.A.T.E. 
foundation, which was instrumental in 
bringing the skate plaza to fruition. The 
foundation, founded by Martin and his 
wife Laura, also in attendance, is the 
philanthropic arm of Cowtown 
Skateboards, a skate shop founded local-
ly in 1997 by Phoenix skateboarders. 

“Our whole mission is expanding 
access to skateboarding for children, 
adults, everybody,” Martin said. “Just 
the mental, physical and social, health, 
well-being, all the benefits that it pro-
vides.” 

The foundation has worked with 
the City of Phoenix extensively, Martin 
added, “It’s really exciting that they 
believe in our mission of expanding 
access to skateboarding. We 
approached them with other communi-
ty members from the area probably five 
years ago and they were receptive to it 
and wanted to have a skate park in cen-
tral Phoenix. Here is where we decided, 
with the community, and we’re really 
happy that this is here.” 

After addressing the crowd, Martin 
drew raffle tickets and presented two 
excited kids with brand-new Cowtown 
skateboards. 

Solano Park is located at 5625 N. 
17th Ave. The park is easily accessible 
from light rail and other public trans-
portation options. Learn more at 
www.phoenix.gov/parks.

LICENSED ROC #324736 � BONDED � INSURED

CARPENTRY � DRYWALL � PAINTING � MAINTENANCE

yourarizonahandyman.com

RICHARD HOWELL
Richard@yourarizonahandyman.com
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TOUR continued from page 1

that’s what is beautiful about it — the 
diversity of it.” 

For Kollasch, art, in all its various 
forms, is at the heart of that communal 
experience. 

“Art heals us, whether that’s music 
or dance, or the art of cooking — the 
things that we have these passions 
about. Art helps us cope. It gives us a 
language to get out things that we can’t 
normally express.” 

Further up the road from Kollasch’s 
studio is artist Ed Taylor, Studio 5 on 
the tour, whose art feels like a voyage of 
discovery — a seeking of something 
greater. A newcomer to Sunnyslope, 
but not to Phoenix, this is Taylor’s first 
year participating in the tour. 

With everything from large painted 
panels, burlap coffee bags and pāua 
adorned pieces to small watercolor prints 
on camel dung paper and letterpress 
books of poems (created on his ca.1890 
Washington Press), much of the New 
Zealand transplant’s art also is an exami-
nation of language within the art itself. 

During moments of grief and pain 
in his life, two of his more striking 
pieces became a source of healing and 
catharsis for the artist. The first was 
painted after a 2011 earthquake that 
devastated Christchurch, New Zealand. 

“I’m quite attached to my home-
town, I hadn’t lived there for 20 years, 
but they had a massive earthquake that 
killed 200 people, and it really affected 
me. I just started painting little scenes 
of places I remember growing up. So, it 
was kind of about healing the damage,” 
Taylor recalled. Pointing to one portion 
of the piece, he added, “This is Māori 
in here for, ‘Send love to the future. 
Send love to the past. Be love now.’ I 
borrow from other languages.” On 
another section of the piece, “That’s 
Galilean Aramaic — the first part of 
the Lord’s Prayer.” 

Another work, one of his largest 
and perhaps most personal pieces, 
depicts the Lady of Guadalupe and has 
held various titles, but the one that res-
onates most with Taylor is “A future 
free from the limits of language.” 

“I spent my whole life being agnos-
tic and it was while I was painting that, 
my father died, and I started really 
thinking about what it’s all about.” 

Taylor added a poem, written to his 
father, that his friends helped him 
translate into Spanish. The poem 
adorns the edges of the painting and 

explores the “eternal questions that 
change and yet stay the same” and 
looks toward “a future free from the 
limits of language.” 

“That’s why I put language into my 
paintings…old language and things 
that I really don’t understand. I feel like 
language is so important to who and 
what we are, and yet it binds us to who 
and what we are. If we are more than 
just humans, if there is an afterlife of 
any sort, I think it’ll be free from lan-
guage. I think that’s the premise [of the 
painting], once I’m free from language, 
I’ll see my father again.” 

Another artist participating for the 
first time this year is Harold Lohner, 
Studio 9 on the tour. For him, art is 
largely about the process — a puzzle of 
sorts that he has engaged with since 
childhood. 

“I’ve been doing art my whole life,” 
Lohner said. “I became an art major in 
college and then graduate school and 
then I taught for 33 years at a college in 
upstate New York. 

“Printmaking is my major medium. 
I enjoy the process of it. You have to 
take images apart and put them back 
together, like a separation that you 
would have in color printing. I print 
one color at a time and build up the 
colors on top of that — layer after 
layer, that appeals to me.” 

Lohner has also created fonts for 
the past 25 years, “They’re what you 
would call display fonts; decorative 
things that you can use.” 

The artist has lived in the Phoenix 
area for close to 10 years, and as he 
researched the history of his new home, 
he incorporated it into his art, such as a 
monoprint series that focuses on 
Dreamy Draw. He is eager to share his 
discoveries and his artistic process with 
tour attendees. 

“One of the things I love about the 
tour is that it is self-guided,” Lohner 
said. “You can start and stop anywhere. 
So, if you’re having fun, you can keep 
going on and if you’ve had enough you 
can stop.” 

Lohner will have his printing press 
set up and in production throughout 
the tour weekend, which is bound to 
draw the interest of attendees. 

“People love to see that stuff, the 
behind-the-scenes process. And I think 
it makes the art more meaningful, seeing 
a little bit of how it was made,” he said. 

The opportunity to see artists in 
their creative space and to learn how art 

 COMMUNITY
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TIME FLIES! 
This year has been brimming with 

unforgettable moments. Attending 
our fi rst Super Bowl in Glendale with 
my son Sean, Glendale witnessed 
Taylor Swift The Eras Tour at  
State Farm Arena, and Beyoncé’s 
The Renaissance Tour in August 
were highlights. Professionally, I 
orchestrated the highest-priced 
home sale in North Central Phoenix 
and also secured the highest price 
per square foot, sale. It was even 
more satisfying to both of my clients. 
Transitioning to Launch | Compass 
Real Estate brought exciting 
changes, including new partnerships, 
a Phoenix offi ce, and a talented host 
of independent agents dedicated 
to making real estate transactions 
seamless.

Most importantly, my wife, 
MaryAnn, and I enjoyed our fi rst 
solo vacation since our honeymoon. 
Like many Phoenicians, we escaped 
the scorching 110-degree heat for a 
series of summer getaways.

Our fi rst stop was Newport 
Beach, CA, where my brother, 
Michael, and friend, Martin Arellano, 
played golf at the stunning Pelican 
Hills course with breathtaking views. 
We also connected with Compass 
Real Estate agents there, fostering 
relationships that are benefi cial 
to our clients in both Arizona and 
California.

Our rejuvenating four-day trip 
to Laguna Niguel, or Dana Point, 
California, was a welcome break. 
We even squeezed in meetings with 
local agents for those considering 
relocating. Rest assured, we’ve 
interviewed them for you.

We came back to our own home 
project: remodeling our primary 

bathroom and bedroom fl oor, led by 
Leigh Kohrs of Kohrs Construction, 
LLC. They specialize in residential 
remodeling, offering project 
management, design, and hands-on 
support. Leigh, who worked on our 
kitchen renovation a couple of years 
ago, resides in North Central Phoenix 
with her husband, John. They 
recently became empty nesters.

Our community boasts higher 
property values, thanks in part to the 
top-ranking Madison Unifi ed School 
District, despite Arizona’s low teacher 
pay ranking. For more on Madison 
Bond and Override, visit https://www.
madisonaz.org/domain/62. Upcoming 
election: November 7.

As cooler mornings and evenings 
approach, our North Central 
Phoenix neighborhood resumes its 
monthly gatherings. We invite you 
to embrace our fantastic community 
and pleasant fall weather. If you’re 
considering a move or know 
someone who is, I’d be delighted to 
meet with you.

See you around North Central,

Bobby Lieb, PC
Associate Broker | Partner
Launch Powered By Compass Real Estate
5225 N. Central Ave.
Suite 108 
Phoenix, AZ 85012
Mobile: 602.376.1341
bobby@centralphx.com 
www.centralphx.com 
www.biltmoreazagent.com
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At issue is a request to modify or 
delete seven stipulations — which the 
2019 rezoning approval was contingent 
upon. The project, as proposed and 
approved by Phoenix City Council in 
July 2019, featured a total of 600 resi-
dential units, a 200-room hotel, 
760,000 square feet of commercial 
space, and 170,000 square feet of 
ground-level retail and restaurants. At 
the same time, the Phoenix Indian 
School Specific Plan (Plan) was repealed 
on the basis that its primary goals had 
been met (the development of Steele 
Indian School Park and expansion of the 
Veterans hospital), and that The Central 
Park development, as presented and 
approved in 2019, “will address the out-
standing goals and policies” of the Plan. 
Adopted in December 1991, the Plan’s 
Land Use Concept included minimums 
of 1,200 housing units and 100,000 
square feet of retail development, and a 
number of items focusing on open space 
and walkability, including a 100-foot 
diagonal view corridor from Central 
Avenue and Indian School Road that 
focused on the historic cafeteria tower 

PLAN continued from page 1
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and the distant Piestewa Peak. 
When a “reimagined” project came 

back to the city in July 2023, the devel-
oper/owner of the property, Pivotal 
Group, had a brand-new design that 
stripped away much of the openness of 
the 2019 approved plan and the stipula-
tions they wanted to get rid of spoke 
directly to many of the goals within the 
Plan their project was approved to meet. 

At two August meetings, the devel-

oper’s requests were continued to 
September by both the EVPC and the 
Planning Hearing Officer, with the 
caveat from the EVPC that developers 
meet with neighbors in the meantime, 
which they did on Aug. 21. 

At the Aug. 21 meeting, 30 or so 
neighbors showed up to express their 
concerns to the developer’s representa-
tives, Jason Morris and Benjamin Tate 
of Withey Morris Baugh, PLC. At the 
subsequent Sept. 11 EVPC meeting, 
Morris indicated that, in response to 
neighbor input, the developer would 
remove all on-street parking on the 
east/west thoroughfare and add other 
pedestrian- and bike-friendly updates 
and presented an updated “market” 
space that would be situated directly on 
Central Avenue at Monterosa Street to 
create frontage retail access. Some of 
these items were added as stipulations, 
some were just updated design features. 

Residents have found some positives 
in the July 2023 reimagined project. It is 
one of the few true mixed-use projects 
that has been proposed along Central 
Avenue, and residents are encouraged 
that the project is finally moving again 
after seeing no visible progress since 
2019. The project offers an interior pub-
lic gathering space and while it has sig-
nificantly reduced the amount of retail 
and housing (to 78,000 square feet of 
ground-floor retail and restaurant space, 
to include a market/grocer space and 
1,450 housing units, a portion of which 
will be for purchase), it is far more than 
the Petree development that sits on close 
to the same acreage and offers no own-
ership options. The Central Park also 
includes 245,000 square feet of office 
space; Petree has none. 

please see PLAN on page 10

After neighbor input received at an Aug. 21 meeting, the developer of The Central Park will 
bring the proposed grocery store to a more prominent place along Central Avenue at 
Monterosa Street (rendering courtesy of Pivotal Group).
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Area residents were ready to pursue 
an appeal on The Central Park if the 
PHO had recommended approving the 
developer’s latest request.   

“The Central Park (TCP) 17.8-acre 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 
project at Steele Indian School Park 
Version 1.0 was nothing more than 
football’s version of a ‘pump fake,’ a 
ruse utilized to get the city council to 
fall for repealing the overriding, and 
visionary Phoenix Indian School Park 
Specific Plan,” said Ken Waters, an 
outspoken area resident who has 
appealed many Central Avenue projects 
that lack walkability and mixed-use 
components. He added, “Version 1.0’s 
stipulation language complied with the 
visionary Plan, and TCP 2.0 does not. 
Let’s obviously stick with the original 
visionary Plan stipulations.” 

Residents in the Carnation neigh-
borhood have been working towards 
more symbiotic walkable development 
in the area since Reinvent PHX was 
established in 2015 with one main 
goal: To create walkable, opportunity-

rich communities. Implemented to 
guide future development along mass 
transit corridors, the policy plan came 
with a new Walkable Urban (WU) 
Code, and the establishment of TOD 
Districts. Residents say that many of 
the developments that they have seen 
come to their Uptown District in recent 
years have fallen short of the vision 
(www.phoenix.gov/pdd/tod/reinvent-
phx). 

Cliff Valenti, chair of the Carnation 
Association of Neighbors development 
committee (www.carnationassociation-
az.com) goes further. 

“The system in Phoenix is broken 
when a conditional up zoning is grant-
ed and subsequently all the agreed-upon 
conditions are disregarded,” Valenti said 
in advance of the Sept. 20 PHO meet-
ing. “The Encanto Village Planning 
Committee is failing at their role of 
scrutinizing development and support-
ing local residents who are supposed to 
have a voice in this process. 
Additionally, the Planning Commission 
leans heavily towards favoring develop-
ers, making it an uphill battle to make 
any meaningful progress without the 

is made is a unique aspect of the tour, 
as is the personal connection that can 
be made with art and its makers. 

“I think art is important, societally, 
because it documents history,” Kollasch 
said. “And it’s something pretty to put 
on your wall, too, but it also is a way 
for the art buyer to express their own 
interest, their own taste, their own feel-
ings, because they might really resonate 
with a piece of work.” 

She adds that her hope is that resi-
dents will support local artists, not just 
during the tour but beyond. 

“We are part of the community and 
a part of society — making things and 
creating things and documenting 

things,” Kollasch said. “You can go to 
the store and buy something that was 
made in China that has no meaning 
whatsoever. Or you can buy something 
that actually goes directly into the 
pockets of your next-door neighbor 
and helps us survive.” 

The sixth annual Sunnyslope 
Studio Tour will be held Saturday and 
Sunday, Oct. 21-22, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The tour features 14 studios from 
Northern Avenue to Peoria Avenue and 
19th Avenue to 18th Street., hosting 25 
local fine artists. Artwork will be avail-
able for sale during the tour — ranging 
from $50 to $5,000.  

Area businesses supporting the 
event as sponsors include 3A 
Automotive Service, Barry’s Ace 
Hardware, Eye Opener, Hansen 
Mortuary, North Mountain Brewing 
Company, Phoenix Luv and Zipps 
Sports Grill. Physical maps will be 
available at some of the supporting 
businesses, and residents can find a list 
of participating studios, artist bios, and 
soon a Google map showing the studio 
locations. Learn more at www.sunnys-
lopestudiotour.com.

TOUR continued from page 6

PLAN continued from page 8
active participation of the EVPC.” 

Valenti added, “Nonetheless, we are 
considering an appeal to the Planning 
Commission if the Planning Hearing 
Officer fails us, too.” 

Information on all upcoming City of 
Phoenix public meetings and hearings 
can be found at www.phoenix.gov/city-
clerk/publicmeetings/notices. 
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Reliable.  |  Experienced.  |  Diligent.

8511 N. 1st Dr, Phx, 85021
Updated 4 bed/2 bath/2,417 SF

Phoenix Housing Market 
Snapshot as of 9/7/23

* Source of data: ARMLS & Th e Cromford Report for single-family dwellings.

Single Family Homes

D0.7% from last month
C5.9% from last year

$850,000 - SOLD
Th e purchase price was less 

than the appraisal value!
I appreciate my home buyer clients!

C1.8% from last month
C2.2% from last year

$599,236
Average Monthly Sold Price

$307.48
Average Monthly Sold $/SF

Supply is starting to rise again. Th e increase was very modest for the fi rst 6 
weeks, but last week saw active listings rise over 3.2% to 12,476. Th is is still 
a small number (last year we has over 19,000 at this time), but the trend is 

of psychological importance. Buyers can fl ex their muscles a little. Of 
course, any major change in mortgage interest rates could set a cat among 
the pigeons. Th is uncertainty works both ways, but the 7% level seems to 
have established itself as the borderline between good and bad sentiment.

Mike Weeks
(602) 625-7058
Mike@MikeWeeksRealtor.com
MikeWeeksRealtor.com
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Dreamy Draw  
celebrates reopening 

At a Sept. 7 ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny, the City of Phoenix officially 
reopened the Dreamy Draw Recreation 
Area. The area had been closed for more 
than a year as the Parks & Recreation 
Department finished improvements to 
the park, which coincided with the 
City’s Drought Pipeline Project. 

The recreation area is a popular des-
tination for hikers, bikers and families, 
who will see improvements to the site 
that include an expanded parking area, 
three small family-friendly ramadas, 
and a new, six stall gender-neutral 
restroom, four designated pull-through 
equestrian trailer parking spaces, added 
for easy access, as well as a bike lane 
redesign, which includes an adjacent 
natural surface walking path. There are 
ADA accessible routes from the parking 
lot to the ramadas, restroom and to the 
Dreamy Draw Bike Path. 

“We are dedicated to providing our 
community with access to quality 
recreational opportunities,” said 
District 3 Councilwoman Debra Stark, 

who attended the Sept. 7 event. “The 
Dreamy Draw Recreation Area has 
been a cherished part of our communi-
ty for many years, and we look forward 
to seeing it reach its full potential with 
these exciting improvements.” 

Dreamy Draw Recreation Area is 
located at 2421 E. Northern Ave. and is 
open from 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. (extended 
hours apply during summer months).  

Learn more at www.phoenix.gov/ 
parks/trails/locations/piestewa-peak. 

Pastor suspends 
congressional run 

In an Aug. 18 social media post, 
Laura Pastor, a three-term council-
woman representing Phoenix Council 
District 4, announced that she will sus-
pend her campaign to run for Congress 
in Arizona’s 3rd Congressional District. 
The post read, in part, “…lately, I have 
developed some health concerns — not 
life-threatening, just enough for me to 

take stock and to prioritize my well-
being. With that in mind, I have decid-
ed to suspend my campaign for 
Congress in 2024.” Pastor added that 
she is “full steam ahead on my next 4 
years on the Phoenix City Council.”  
 

Gala event  
celebrates 40 years 

Phoenix Indian Center announced 
that the 40th Annual Silver & 
Turquoise Ball will take place Oct. 20, 
at the Sheraton Phoenix Downtown 
Hotel. This year’s theme is 
“Celebrating Our Voices.”  

The event will include silent and 
live auctions with American Indian art, 
jewelry, gifts and services from local 
businesses. The event also will feature 
musical highlights choreographed by 
Afro-Indigenous performance artist 
Zoey Reyes (Dineh/Chicana) and a 
special Indigenous-inspired dinner cre-
ated by Chef Nella (Diné). 

Individual tickets for the event are 
$275. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, visit www.phxindcen-
ter.org.

Phoenix District 
3 Council- 
woman Debra 
Stark and 
Phoenix Parks 
and Recreation 
Leadership cut 
the ribbon sig-
nifying the re-
opening of the 
Dreamy Draw 
Recreation 
Area Sept. 7 
(photo courtesy 
of City of 
Phoenix Parks 
and Recreation 
Department). 
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5225 N Central Avenue • Suite 108 |  Phoenix, AZ 85012

We are excited to announce the opening of our new Phoenix of昀ce and are eager to assist you in selling or buying a home. Our collective 
knowledge of the neighborhoods and the market’s current status allows us to best manage your transaction from beginning to end.

By utilizing a signi昀cant agent network, marketing strategies that generate measurable traf昀c and innovative technology, our client-
oriented real estate professionals repeatedly continue to prove their abilities. If you picture it, we’ll make it happen!

PICTURE WORKING WITH THE MOST DEDICATED, 
EXPERIENCED REALTORS IN THE CENTRAL CORRIDOR.
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What people are saying about us ... 
Bill Ross has done a remarkable job of creating a process that really gets results!  

His clients are loyal to him and his process and appreciative of his whole staff.  
Lots of people go to the gym hoping to get results, but BRFS specializes in 

 results. Whether that is improving your cardio, strength or general conditioning,  
Bill Ross Fitness Solutions can help!" 

John Cattermole 

Clinic Director - Egoscue Phoenix 
Call 602-230-8581 now to set up a short consultation with Bill Ross! 

LURA TURNER HOMES
for Adults with  

Developmental Disabilities

Featuring hand-made Christmas decorations and 
gifts, crafts, jewelry, original art, baked and pickled 

goods, collectibles, door prizes and much more.

Joining us are vendors from Magic Moments.
Admission is Free. 
Chili lunch ($5).

Website: www.luraturnerhomes
or call 602-943-4789

Vendor booths available. 
Proceeds benefit adults with special needs at Lura Turner Homes

38th Holiday Bazaar
Fri. & Sat., November 3 & 4, 2023

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
CrossRoads United Methodist, 7901 N. Central Ave.

On days with an Excessive Heat Warning, access to some trails at Camelback Mountain will 
be restricted year-round as part of the City’s expanded heat safety trail program (photo 
courtesy of Phoenix Parks and Recreation).

Trail closure  
program expands  

At its Aug. 31 meeting, the Phoenix 
Parks and Recreation Board voted to 
expand the City’s heat safety trail pro-
gram that closes popular trails during the 
hottest days of the year. The approved 
changes were made effective immediately.  

The program will now be in effect 
all year long (previously May through 
October). Access will be restricted to 
Echo Canyon and Cholla Trails at 
Camelback Mountain and all trails 
associated with Piestewa Peak from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on days when the 
National Weather Service issues an 
Excessive Heat Warning.  

During times when trail access will 
be restricted, parking lot gates will be 
closed, and signage will be posted. 
Closure information also will be com-
municated through the Parks and 
Recreation Department’s website and 
social media accounts, as well as to 
local resorts and hotels. Learn more at 
www.phoenix.gov/parks/trails. 
 

Park plays host  
to Pride event 

This year’s Phoenix Pride Festival 
will once again be a two-day celebra-
tion designed to bring the Valley’s 
diverse LGBTQ and allied communi-
ties together for a weekend of cama-
raderie and celebration of the past, pre-
sent and future, while raising funds for 
the Phoenix Pride community pro-
grams and educating the public about 
the existence and continuing civil 
rights battle facing the community.  

Scheduled to take place Oct. 21¬–22 
at Steele Indian School Park, the Phoenix 

Pride festival will feature over 150 enter-
tainment performances on seven stages 
and over 300 exhibitors showcasing a 
huge variety of food options, shopping 
opportunities, and community 
resources. The festival brings a variety of 
food vendors, as well as an Arts Expo, 
Main, and Community Stages, 
KidSpace, Dance Pavilion and more.  

In addition, the annual Phoenix 
Pride Parade will take place Oct. 22 at 
10 a.m. The parade will step off at 3rd 
Street and Thomas Road and continue 
north to 3rd Street and Indian School 
Road. 

Combined with participation from 
government officials, services, private 
corporations, and celebrities, the 
Phoenix Pride Festival aims to raise pos-
itive awareness of the Phoenix metropol-
itan LGBTQ community. For addition-
al information or to purchase tickets, 
visit www.phoenixpride.org/events/ 
pride-festival. 
 

Vintage Market  
returns to Melrose 

The Melrose Vintage Market kicks 
off a new season this month in the 
Melrose neighborhood.  

The monthly neighborhood outdoor 
market will be held on the Sunday of 
third Thursday weekend of each month 
between October and April from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at 700 W. Campbell Ave. 

Sixty-plus local vendors will offer 
handmade goods, vintage collections, 
art and local food. Admission is free at 
the dog-friendly event. 

Parking is available around the 
building as well as throughout the 
neighborhood. For more information, 
visit www.melrosevintagemarket.com.
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NEW LISTING - $975,000
1017 W. GLENN DRIVE
4 BED / 2 BATH + POOL BATH / 2,027 SF
BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED NORTH CENTRAL HOME

NEW LISTING - $2,600,000
3500 E LINCOLN DR. 32
3+ BED / 4 BATH / 3,927 SF
GUARD GATED LINCOLN HILLS

NEW LISTING - $960,000
909 W. VISTA 
4 BED / 1.75 BA/ POOL / 2,203 SF
NORTH CENTRAL CHARMER ON LARGE LOT

PENDING - $750,000
1009 W. GLENN DRIVE
3 BED / 2 BATH / POOL / 1,655 SF
STUNNING REMODELED NORTH CENTRAL RANCH

BROUGHT THE BUYER - $830,000
4815 E. ROBIN LANE
4 BED/ 3 BATH / 2,524 SF
ON THE GOLF COURSE IN DESERT RIDGE

BROUGHT THE BUYER - $825,000
7615 N. 78TH STREET 
3 BED/ 2.5 BATH / 2,171 SF
GATED COMMUNITY IN MCCORMICK RANCH

A NORTH CENTRAL BRAND 
We’re a small, local team of area experts who focus on what’s best for you! 

Rick Ramella    •    Nicole Ramella   •    Hydie Lutzker Pfeiffer     •    Phil Geretti    

CALL US AND
EXPERIENCE

THE HIGHLAND TEAM
DIFFERENCE

602-354-7252
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David De Nitto, CRPC®, CFP® 
Managing Director - Investment Officer
Senior PIM Portfolio Manager
2425 E. Camelback Rd, Suite 1050 Phoenix, AZ 85016
Direct: (602) 952-5150
David.Denitto@wellsfargoadvisors. com
https://fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/denitto/index.htm

Ask these four questions to help 
you prepare for retirement
To determine how much you will need to fund your retirement, it’s helpful to 
estimate what your budget will look like. These four questions could help you 
identify your retirement lifestyle and plan for the related costs.  
1. What will I be doing?
• Do I plan to continue working past age 65 or after I reach my full retirement 

age? Full time or part time?
• Are there hobbies I want to pursue that will either cost money or make money?
• Is there volunteer work that may also have costs associated?
• Do I plan to travel? Where?
• Are there things I enjoy that have related costs?
2. Where will I be living?
• Will I stay in my current home or downsize to something smaller or a rental 

property?
• Will I move to a retirement community or assisted living facility?
• Will I sell my home and replace it with an RV or other alternative living option?
3. What situations could impact my expenditures?
• What health care coverage do I need for my health conditions?
• Do I have an emergency fund for unexpected situations such as a health care 

crisis or property loss due to a natural disaster?
• What if I stop working sooner than expected?
• What happens if I experience a significant income loss?
4. What barriers are keeping me from investing?
• I have nothing extra to invest.
• I have education loans or other debt.
• I don’t know how to start an investment plan.
• I have time to start saving later.
Next steps
Prepare rather than panic. Create an outline from your answers to these 
questions. It should give you the framework to calculate the income you may need 
to support your retirement lifestyle.
Decide to adjust your spending patterns today. Choose something you really don’t 
need and redirect that amount into your retirement savings. Take advantage 
of growth potential over time. Pay yourself first instead of spending money on 
something that won’t support your future retirement needs. Creating that nest 
egg now could reduce your stress about money.
Start or add to an emergency fund. Even if the amount seems very small, it’s 
important to take the first step. As that amount grows and the behavior becomes 
a habit, you will likely gain confidence and momentum in your investment 
activities.
Meet with a financial advisor to review your answers and turn your outline into a 
plan to help you work toward your goals.

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered 
broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
©2023 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. CAR: 0622-03483

Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of the Principal Amount Invested

DeNitto Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors

Maxwell Drexler
Financial Advisor
602-952-5135
Max.Drexler@wellsfargoadvisors.com 
https://fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/denitto/index.htm

This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo Advisors and provided to you by David N. DeNitto, CFP®  
CRPC®, Managing Director-Investment Officer. 

Light rail extension  
begins testing 

As construction of the Northwest 
Extension Phase II project nears its end, 
Valley Metro will begin system testing 
to prepare for the opening of the light 
rail extension this fall.  

The testing phase includes station 
vehicle clearance overhead electrifica-
tion system, traffic signal coordination, 
switches that allow trains to move from 
track to track and overall operational 
readiness. As testing continues, trains 
will operate more frequently to test the 
service schedule and prepare operators. 

Safety is critical during this vital 
phase of the project, and Valley Metro 
asks residents who travel in the area 
obey all traffic signals and message 
boards; stay off the tracks unless cross-
ing at designated pedestrian crosswalks; 
and look for flashing headlights and lis-
ten for warning bells and horns. 

The Northwest Extension Phase II 
project extends light rail west on 
Dunlap Avenue from 19th Avenue, 
then north on 25th Avenue and across 
I-17 at Mountain View Road, ending 
on the west side of the freeway near the 
former Metrocenter Mall. Opening day 
is expected to be early 2024. 

Learn more at www.valleymetro.org/ 
project/northwest-extension-phase-ii. 
 

New high-capacity  
transit alternatives 

Valley Metro and the city of 
Phoenix are seeking community feed-
back on the recommendation for the 
West Phoenix High-Capacity Transit 
Alternatives Analysis. The study, initi-
ated in fall 2022, seeks to identify a 
high-capacity transit option for West 
Phoenix residents.  

Currently, the recommended transit 
type is light rail, with a route that would 
travel from Central Avenue west along 
Indian School Road to 75th Avenue, 
then jog down to Thomas Road and on 
to the Desert Sky Mall Transit Center. 

The project team hosted two public 
meetings in September and has an open 
public comment period, which closes 
Oct. 6, to gather input on the recom-
mended transit route and mode for 
West Phoenix. 

Presentation materials and public 
comment form to submit feedback is 
available on the project website: 
www.valleymetro.org/project/west-
phoenix-high-capacity-transit-alterna-
tives-analysis. 
 

Church hosts  
October events 

Desert Christian Fellowship 
Church will offer two free community 
events this month. 

A senior potluck will be held at 
noon, Thursday, Oct. 12. Neighborhood 
seniors are invited to bring a friend and a 
favorite dish to share this month. The 
theme for the event is Hawaiian Luau, 
and participants can enjoy island food, 
games, music and prizes, as well as meet 
some new friends. 

Area families are invited to head to 
the church Friday, Oct. 27, from 5 to 8 
p.m. for the annual Trunk or Treat event, 
which offers a safe alternative to other 
Halloween activities. The church will 
have a bounce house on site and families 
can take part in crafts and games and 
enjoy food and plenty of free candy. 

Desert Christian Fellowship 
Church is located at 1445 W. Northern 
Ave. For additional information, call 
602-861-4008 or visit www.desert 
christianfellowship.com.



North Central News October 2023 – Page 17www.northcentralnews.net

For more information about these and other properties, contact

Cell: 602-570-2689
Fax: 602-749-6114
www.RodneyCoty.com

Rodney Coty

INVESTOR SER LTOR SERVICES
BUILDER SERVICES  LENDER SERVICES  CCOUNT SERVICING

Erich Reichenberger
Vice President

Maricopa County Sales Manager
14850 N. Scottsdale Rd. Ste 160, Scottsdale AZ 85254

erich.reichenberger@ptaaz.com 
www.pioneertitleagency.com Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. Certain 

restrictions apply. Call for details. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC. Company 
NMLS3029, Branch NMLS2060100 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)

MEET
YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE 

LOAN ORIGINATOR
JEFF OHM 

BRANCH MANAGER  |  NMLS #894175

CONTACT ME TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HOME LOAN NEEDS!
E: jeff .ohm@myccmortgage.com|  P: (480) 401-1694

W: crosscountrymortgage.com/Jeff -Ohm

Branch NMLS #2060100 | 7878 N 16th St. Suite 255 | Phoenix, AZ 85020

Top 1% Diamond Club 2012-22
2015-22 Five Star Award/Phoenix Magazine

2015 Top 2% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
2016-22 Top 1% for sales/sides in Maricopa County

North Central Resident • 23 years’ experience

WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS, CALL RODNEY COTY

70 Rainbow Ln, Sedona • $1,095,000
1 acre lot backing to Coconino Forest/Creek, 

2 homes on property, 3 car garage+lift.

JUST LISTED

26 W. Eva Street • $364,900
3 bed/2 bath, 1,398 SF, split floor plan,  

living/family rms., Fireplace, Oversized lot.

REDUCED

1612 W. Gardenia Drive • $578,950
4 bed 3 bath 2,295 SF, 12,532 SF lot,  

full remodel.

BUYER REPRESENTED
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Helping you move from where you are to where you want to be.

Mary King
Realtor
Launch Powered By Compass

Cell 602.319.4055
www.soldbymaryking.com

Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you.

5225 N. Central
Suite 108

Phoenix • 85012

8108 N. Central Avenue • $1,450,000
4 bed, 3.5 baths, 3,728 SF

To fi nd out more about specifi cs in your neighborhood, 
contact me for a no obligation consultation.

NEW LISTING

1113 E Glendale • $499,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,318 SF

NEW LISTING

7802 N 5th Ave • $899,000
5 bed, 3 bath, 2609 SF

PENDING

8029 N. 3rd Place •$594,000
2 bed, 2 bath, 1,984 SF

BROUGHT THE BUYER

1107 E Glendale • $499,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,350 SF

COMING SOON I have Buyers looking 
to purchase now in 

many price points in 
North Central.
Call me if you 

are looking to sell!

Pet of the Month 
Sweet Thelma seeks 
special family 

With a heart as kind as her sweet 
face, Thelma is truly a special girl who 
deserves a special home full of love and 
light. After nine months of care 
through the Arizona Humane Society 
(AHS), the seven-year-young 
Australian Kelpie mix cannot wait to 
find her true forever home and show 
how much love she has to give. 

Thelma is an incredibly kind soul 
that was found as a sick, injured stray 
on the San Carlos Reservation in 
February of this year. Thanks to 
Banfield Foundation, AHS has hosted a 
number of mobile veterinary clinics in 
this community to help provide acces-
sible veterinary care to pets in need, 
including Thelma. A quick assessment 
determined she was in need of addi-
tional care. 

Upon arrival at AHS, it was clear to 
trauma hospital staff that her bulging 
eyes were non-seeing as well as very 
painful and she was in need of surgery. 
The lovely pup was also found to have 

tick fever, which was resolved with 
medication, and a form of tumor that 
was resolved with chemotherapy. 
However, she may need further diag-
nostics or treatment in the future and 
would love to have a family that under-
stands her needs. 

Although she has adjusted incredi-
bly well with heightened sound and 
smell skills, Thelma would love time to 
adjust in her new home so she can learn 
the route and where everything is — 

with the help of treats, of course! Safety 
protocols in her new home would 
ensure there are baby gates for stairs 
and a fenced pool if there is one. 

Because Thelma (pet number 
725863) is staying in her Foster Hero 
home until she finds her forever home, 
those who have fallen in love with her 
as much as AHS has and are interested 
in setting up a meet and greet are 
encouraged to call 602-997-7585, ext. 
1145 or visit www.azhumane.org/adopt 
for more information.  
 

AAWL set for 
Walk to Save Animals 

Valley animal lovers are invited to 
support the Arizona Animal Welfare 
League, Arizona’s oldest and largest no-
kill shelter, at its 25th annual Walk to 
Save Animals, Saturday, Nov. 4. This 
family and pet-friendly event helps 
raise funds for vulnerable animals 
throughout the state.  

Friends, family, coworkers and pets 
can enjoy fun activities. Participants 
will be supporting AAWL’s mission of 
saving dogs and cats in need.   

To celebrate this milestone event, 
AAWL partnered with State Forty 
Eight to create a limited edition T-shirt 
for all Walk participants. The commu-
nity event will be filled with pet friend-
ly activities, including the clinic corner 
with pet health supplies, a fun play 
zone, pictures with Santa, dog training 
demonstrations, shopping, food trucks 
and an on-site adoption center.  

The Walk to Save Animals is 
AAWL’s largest annual fundraiser, 

Seven-year-young Thelma is a sweet 
Australian Kelpie mix looking for a special 
family to love (photo courtesy of Arizona 
Humane Society).

Valley pooches and their people are invited 
to attend the 25th annual Walk to Save 
Animals Nov. 4 to support the Arizona 
Animal Welfare League (submitted photo).).
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bringing together a community of peo-
ple and pets to support the shelter’s life-
saving programs, including adoptions, 
behavior training and low-cost vet care.  

Registration is $25 per participant 
and the first 1,500 walkers will receive 
a limited-edition State Forty 
Eight/AAWL T-shirt. Additional prizes 
are available for select fundraising 
goals. The event runs from 8 a.m. to 
noon, Saturday, Nov. 4, at Tempe 
Beach Park, 80 W Rio Salado Pkwy. 
Learn more at www.aawl.org.   
 

Retailer launches  
Halloween shop 

Regardless of the shape, size and 
species, PetSmart says that its new 
Scary Tails Halloween shop will offer a 
little something for everyone to cele-
brate the season. Treats, toys, décor and 
costumes for cats, dogs, guinea pigs, 
reptiles, fish and more are now avail-
able in stores nationwide and online. 

A variety of seasonal products are 
available within PetSmart’s new 
Halloween collection, including classic 
costumes for cats and dogs — from the 
always-favorite pumpkin, to spiders, 
devils, hot dogs, cowboys and lions. 
Also available are treats, toys and col-
lars. Pets can enjoy jack-o'-lantern 
rawhide alternatives, candy-adorned 
bandanas, frightfully fun teaser toys 
and batty collars. 

Smaller pets can get in on the fun 
too, with costumes like a scorpion for 
bearded dragons or a pumpkin spice 
latte for guinea pigs. Pet parents can 
spread the spookiness to their habitats 
with Halloween-themed bedding, 
aquarium ornaments and terrarium 
hides. 

Learn more at www.petsmart.com/ 
halloween.  
 

Grant supports  
older pooches 

The Grey Muzzle Organization 
recently announced the recipients of its 
annual grants, and dogs at the Arizona 
Humane Society (AHS) are among the 
winners with a $10,000 grant.  

AHS is one of 90 animal welfare 
organizations chosen from 370 appli-
cants to receive a grant to help local 
senior dogs. In total, the organizations 
have received $848,000 in grants to 
help save or improve the lives of at-risk 
old dogs in their communities.  

Senior dogs like Grace, a 10-year-

old Jack Russell Terrier, whose oral 
health was affecting her overall health. 
Like many senior pets, Grace's teeth 
had begun to decay. Eventually, her 
teeth became so painful, she could 
barely eat. Her owner knew she needed 
help, but he couldn't afford the dental 
treatment Grace needed on his own, 

which prompted him to reach out to 
the AHS’ Pet Resource Center for help 
(www.azhumane.org/resources-to-
keep-your-pet).  

AHS says that, thanks to the Grey 
Muzzle Grant, the organization was 
able to help Grace get the care she 
needed. Now, after undergoing dental 

surgery, Grace is back at home with her 
beloved family, including her beloved 
owner and furry best friend. She can 
eat again free of pain, which has great-
ly improved her quality of life. 

Over the past 15 years, the national 
nonprofit Grey Muzzle Organization 
has provided more than $4.6 million in 
grants to support senior dogs and help 
them find, and stay, in loving homes. 
Learn more at www.azhumane.org or 
www.greymuzzle.org. 
 

Fashionable fundraiser  
celebrates 25 years 

The Arizona Humane Society will 
hold its 25th annual Compassion with 
Fashion fundraiser this month. The 
event will be hosted at JW Marriott 
Scottsdale Camelback Inn Resort & Spa. 

The event, scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 22, from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
will celebrate the joy of pets and lives 
saved, complete with a seated lun-
cheon, silent and live auctions, and a 
fashion show.  

Learn more at www.azhumane.org/ 
compassion-with-fashion. 

PetSmart celebrates the season with its Halloween shop, offering costumes for pets big and 
small (submitted photo).
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 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

please see FINALISTS on page 22

VALLEYLIFE
is a non-profi t organization that provides programs and services to 

men, women, and children with developmental disabilities.

Full Time 
and Part 

Time 
Caregivers 

Needed!
We are currently looking for caregivers to 

work in group homes throughout Glendale, 
Phoenix, Peoria and Scott sdale.

Please apply at www.valleylifeaz.org

WE HAVE 
POSITIONS OPEN!

Don’t let a new 
job spook you!

Anticipation grows  
for retail development 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

There is still not a firm opening 
date set for The Royale, a much-antici-
pated mixed-use retail development 
located at 635 W. Glenrosa Ave. in the 
Melrose District, according to owner 
Mark Howard.  

“Construction in general can be 
very unpredictable, but post COVID 
it's been a nightmare,” Howard said. 
“We are still experiencing major delays 
in electrical panels and some sub-con-
tractor shortages. It’s very frustrating 
for us and for our tenants but we are 
glad that all eight tenants are signed 
and ready to get their businesses acti-
vated at The Royale.” 

Those eight tenants, all local, inde-
pendent businesses, will meet a variety 
of retail needs for area residents. They 
include YUMBAR, owned by Howard 
who also is the owner of FEZ 
Restaurant & Bar, a restaurant and bar 
serving up a flavorful metropolitan 
menu and full line of cocktails; Rocco 
Designs, a full service architecture, 
interior design and fine art studio and 
the creative behind The Royale;  Cult 
Hair Salon & Spa, a full service hair 
salon as well as a full service aestheti-
cian offering a variety of skin care ser-
vices; StemSwag Floral & Gifting,  a 
full service florist with an urban twist 
specializing in one-of-a-kind arrange-
ments, plants, eclectic gifts and event 
services; Window Coffee Bar, one of 
the friendliest and most popular coffee 

shops in Phoenix serving up next-level 
coffees, teas, and baked goods; LIX 
Uptown Ice Cream, which crafts some 
of the most unique flavors, and fully 
lactose free; Scotty Kirby Photo + 
Design, who offers their unique and 
celebrated style to a wide range of 
clientele from acclaimed drag artists to 
local retail businesses ; and Your Health 
& Wellness, a local primary care 
provider meeting the unique healthcare 
needs of the LGBTQ+ community. 

Howard added, “We hope to be 
open before the end of the year.” 
Learn more at www.royalephx.com or 
follow The Royal on social media, 
@RoyalePHX. 
 

Business Briefs 
Chamber announces  
Athena finalists 

The Greater Phoenix Chamber 
invites residents to celebrate outstand-
ing businesswomen in the community 
and to support all nominees, finalists, 
and recipients, past and present. 

In late August, the Chamber 
announced the 11 women chosen as 
finalists for its 36th Annual ATHENA 
Awards, continuing its strong tradition 
of recognizing outstanding Valley busi-
nesswomen. The award recognizes a 
woman in the public and private sec-
tors and highlights an upcoming leader 
in the Valley as an ATHENA Young 
Professional. ATHENA finalists are 
chosen for their excellence in business 
and leadership, dedication to the com-

Construction is moving along on The Royale Commons, shown here facing southeast 
towards the main entrance off of 6th Drive, and towards retail spaces for Window Coffee 
Bar and STEMSWAG Floral & Gifting (submitted photo).

Scan the QR code to purchase raffle tickets 
for your chance to win a

2023 Subaru Forester Premium
Vehicle graciously donated by Peoria Subaru and the Roe Family.

All proceeds benefit the Brophy Financial Aid Fund.
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FINALISTS continued from page 20

 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

Learn about your Medicare and Social Security options and benefits!

Investment and Insurance Products: Not FDIC Insured / No Bank Guarantee / May Lose

The views expressed by Eric Tims are his own and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of  
Wells Fargo Advisors or its affiliates. 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, INC. Is licensed in all states. Product availability varies.  Agents may be 
compensated based on enrollment. No obligation to enroll. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Members SIPC, a regis-
tered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.   

 
PM -02172025-5890202.1.1

Eric Tims  
HealthMarkets Insurance Agency  

Life | Health | Medicare | Long-Term Care 

Max Drexler, MBA   
Financial Advisor    

DeNitto Wealth Management Group of  
Wells Fargo Advisors 

Turning 65 or new to Medicare and confused by your options?   
. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can be confusing with its alphabet soup of options.  There is 
Original Medicare (Parts A & B), Medicare Supplement (Plans A-N), Prescription Drug Plan (Part D), 
Medicare Advantage Plan (Part C) and more.  How do you know what is the right choice for you?  

 
Join me for a no cost, no obligation, FREE educational Understanding  Medicare workshop to get  

answers to your questions and learn about: 
• The ABC’s of Medicare 
• How and when to enroll 
• What is not covered by Medicare 

Social Security: A Closer look at claiming your retirement bene-
fits 

 
• When should I claim my social security benefits? 
• What are your timing preferences related to working vs. retiring? 
• What is your life expectancy? 
• Where will you get your health insurance? 
• What are your cash needs and retirement income sources? 
• What is the potential return on your investment portfolio? 

Thursday, October 12th 09:00am-10:30am 
7150 E Camelback RD.  Suite 310  

Scottsdale AZ, 85251 
Coffee and Breakfast will be served 

RSVP Today: Eric Tims (602) 628-2408 or Max Drexler (602) 952-5135 

Ready to embark on your North 
Central Phoenix real estate journey?
Meet an exceptional Realtor who has been a 
lifelong resident of this vibrant neighborhood. 
With more than 30 years of experience in sales, 
coaching and customer service, she will listen 
to your needs and help you make informed 
decisions to achieve your real estate goals.

Tammy Auther
REALTOR®
Coldwell Banker Realty
602-538-3951
www.tammyauther.com

munity, and support and mentorship of 
others.  

The private sector finalists are 
Ginger Clayton, CEO, Elontec; 
Melody Lewis, owner and founder, 
Indigenous Community Collaborative; 
Jen Scrivner, chief operating officer, 
Goodmans; and Kristen Shroyer, co-
founder and chief impact officer, 
ONEHOPE.  

Public Sector finalists are Tara 
Jackson, president, Arizona Town Hall; 
Jeri Royce, president & CEO, Advance 
Community; Lorraine Tallman, 
founder and CEO, Amanda Hope 
Rainbow Angels; and Dawn Trapp, 
CEO, Civitan Foundation, Inc.  

The Young Professional finalists are 
Ashlee Atkins, diversity manager, ASU 
Enterprise Partners; Naquana Borrero, 
CFRE; director of development and 
communications Jazz in Arizona/The 
Nash and owner, Bella Vita Consulting 
Group; and Heather Vana, senior direc-
tor of external communications, Avnet. 

Three ATHENA Award recipients 
will be announced during the Greater 
Phoenix Chamber’s ATHENA Awards 
Luncheon, which will be held 
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 10:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the JW Marriott Desert Ridge 
Resort & Spa For additional informa-
tion or to register, visit https://phoenix-
chamber.com/and click on the “Events” 
link. Registration closes Nov. 3. 
 
Esplanade announces 
hospitality provider 

The ownership team behind the $45 
million renovation and enhancement of 
the Esplanade campus announced that 
DMK Restaurants will be the culinary 
and hospitality provider at the mixed-

use office destination. Founded in 
2009, DMK is led by David Morton of 
the Morton’s Steakhouse family.   

The partnership advances upgrades 
in progress to four office buildings and 
the addition of 30,000 square feet of 
new amenity space to the one million-
square-foot campus, according to Robert 
Marino vice president of asset manage-
ment at Tourmaline Capital Partners.  

DMK’s scope at the Esplanade 
includes a full-service restaurant and bar, 
a grab-and-go coffee shop and market-
place, which will offer artisanal coffees, 
gourmet iced teas, locally prepared pas-
tries, freshly prepared sandwiches and 
sandwiches, gourmet snacks, and house 
made sushi, as well as food and beverage 
offerings available within the property’s 
private tenant network, allowing tenants 
to have items delivered directly to their 
offices throughout the campus.  

The renovation and redevelopment 
are expected to be complete by June 
2024. For more information visit 
www.esplanadephx.com. 
 
Coalition addresses  
higher ed attainment 

The Arizona Coalition for Career 
Readiness (ACCR) has formed to put 
career planning resources in local class-
rooms, including Phoenix College and 
north central Phoenix public schools. 
The coalition’s goal is to advance 
Arizonans’ quality of life with career 
development opportunities to help 
meet the workforce goals outlined in 
Achieve60AZ, an initiative that aims to 
help 60 percent of Arizona adults attain 
a postsecondary degree or credential by 
2030 (https://educationforwardari-
zona.org/progress/az-60-action-plan). 
Founding coalition members include 
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At Axia, we focus on creating a loan experience 
that’s intuitive and quick! Our goal is to give people 

the chance to take pride in their homes through 
ownership. It’s fi tting that this goal is built on the 

foundation of a company owned by its employees.

Dan can offer you a wide array of custom loan solutions. 
Plus, Axia offers competitive pricing for a top-notch loan 
experience. You’ll sit down at the closing table a more 

confi dent and educated homeowner.

Dan Huss
Branch Manager
(480) 696-6320 • (602) 577-0396
NMLS# 640505 • AZ BK 0932828

Call Dan today at (602) 577-0396

Interested in getting prequalifi ed to buy a home 
or to refi nance your current loan?

Reach out to Dan Huss at Axia Home Loans.
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COALITION continued from page 22

 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

Personalized 昀nancial guidance
to help you pursue your idea of paradise

Whether it’s sandy beaches or Alaskan getaways, family 

gatherings or simply having con昀dence in your 昀nancial 

outlook, we’ll help you pursue your idea of paradise 

with guidance focused on your goals. Let’s start the 

conversation. Call us for a free consultation.

1118 E. Missouri Ave., Suite B3  | Phoenix, AZ 85014  | T: 602.266.9200

paradisefinancialpartners.com

© 2023 Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 
Paradise Financial Partners is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Financial planning 

Long-term care insurance 

Investment management 

Estate planning

Retirement plans

College savings plans 

S E R V I N G  O U R  C L I E N T S  F O R  O V E R  T W O  D E C A D E S

Arizona Business and Education 
Coalition (ABEC), Junior Achievement 
of Arizona (JA), Center for the Future 
of Arizona (CFA), Valley of the Sun 
United Way, and Pipeline AZ. The 
Pipeline AZ career development and 
exploration platform is a singular hub 
for the coalition’s work around building 
comprehensive career pathway informa-
tion in Arizona. 

These five organizations have col-
laborated to ease workforce transitions 
and bridge existing career journey gaps 
by combining resources and expanding 
outreach and programmatic efforts, 
which includes MyFutureAZ 
(https://myfutureaz.pipelineaz.com). 

JA has also aligned some of its pro-
grams with the MyFutureAZ platform 
to best serve its students. “When we 
work together, not only is our impact 
greater, but the process is more efficient 
for educators and administrators,” said 
Anne Landers, chief operations officer, 
Junior Achievement of Arizona. “ACCR 
will empower students to gather essen-
tial information about career support 
and planning to prepare them for an 

increasingly global and technologically 
advanced workplace.” 

The Opportunities for Youth Grant 
through Valley of the Sun United Way 
and Pipeline AZ provides Arizonans aged 
16-24 who are not working or in school 
with expanded access to education and 
employment opportunities such as 
hands-on, work-based learning, appren-

ticeships, and mentoring experiences. 
Visit www.arizonaccr.org for details.  

 
Wedding planner earns  
‘top’ recognition 

The founder of Stylish Events by 
Lisa has been recognized as the top wed-
ding planner worldwide in 2023 by OK 
Magazine. 

After 12 years of experience, Lisa 
Foster says that she and her team have 
learned to honor a timeless reception or 
put a unique spin on an event. The 
team plans a variety of events including 
weddings, social gatherings, corporate 
and destination events, photoshoots 
and non-profit galas. On average, the 
company produces between 36 and 50 
events a year. 

“We are honored to be awarded #1 
wedding planner worldwide,” said 
Foster, “We believe that each event 
should be everything an individual, 
couple, or business thought it would be 
and more. Listening to our clients and 
getting to know them is what helps us 
set our events apart.”  

Foster encourages individuals inter-
ested in choosing her as their wedding 
planner to book as soon as they can. 
Wedding season runs from September 
to May in Phoenix, and many clients 
will reach out to have the event of their 
dreams come to life.  
 Learn more at www.stylishevents-
bylisa.com.

Local wedding planner Lisa Foster has earned recognition for her team’s personalized 
events (submitted photo).

For your local advertising needs, visit 
www.northcentralnews.net
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(623)
377-8387

AKA Megan Ternes

Did you know?

Did you know?

In the state of AZ, 

a homeowner is NOT required

to disclose a death, murder,

suicide OR homicide. 

In the state of AZ, a homeowner IS required todisclose if their house ishaunted.

Ready for Spooky Season? 

BLONDIE 

lists a spooky

property 
for

 lease or sale. 

(623)377-8
387

(623)377-8387

We are also either
 renting  or selling our house,

would you mind giving us your
Rent v.s. Sell 
evaluation? 

This is Jerry Spinefeld.
Robin and I are wanting your

representation to buy a house.

BLONDIE!

Hi Mr.  Spinefeld, 
looking forward to 

negotiating your 
home purchase. 

When is a good time 

Buried by His

competition 

 Realtor has

ambition.
BLONDIE

NOT BLONDIE

for 
you and Robin

that I may 
stop by?

THAT's 
THE HOUSE

I'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!!!! 

I GOTTA 
CALL                    BLONDIE!

BLONDIE,
This is Mr. Phantom. 

Mrs. Phantom and I saw your
ad in the paper for the

'Spooky House!' It looks like
the perfect house for our

family!
Hi Jerry, 

An offer came in
 for your spooky house. 

They are offering                pieces of candy.
 I suggest we counter the Phantom's

offer - with the requirement that 3/4 of
the payment is in chocolate candies

instead of just hard candies. 

$1.3M Mr. & Mrs. Phantom's

 Contract to Buy 

333 W Spooky Crt.  

from Mr. Jerry & Robin

Spinefeld. 

Offer Amounts to 1.3 Million

pieces of Candy delivered to the

Spinefelds at the close of

Escrow. 

BLONDIE
works with your schedule 

7 Days a week! NO BS!

NO

PHONEY

BALONEY!
(623)377-8387

Want a Realtor who markets her listings
way beyond just th MLS?

Call                      she won't let you down! BLONDIE,

Bachelor of Science in Urban Planning
ASU's Summa Cum Laude 

10+ Years 

of 
Full-Time

Real Estate

Experience!

BLONDIE,
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17 W Sierra Vista Ave ............................................................ 4450SF ..................... 4BR/3.5BA .................. $ 2,250,000

5737 N 2nd Ave ...........................In Escrow.......................... 4169SF ...................... 4BR/4BA ..................... $ 1,900,000

6809 N 12th Ave ..........................Just Listed ....................... 5BR/4.5BA .............. 3387SF ......................... $ 1,555,000

77 E Missouri Ave #32 ...............In Escrow.......................... 3575SF...................... 3BR/2.5BA .................. $ 849,900

6629 N 14th St..............................In Escrow.......................... 1890SF ...................... 3BR/2BA ..................... $ 839,000

77 E Missouri Ave #67................Just Listed ....................... 4BR/3BA ................. 3184SF .......................... $ 825,000

2227 E Palmaire Ave ..................In Escrow.......................... 3BR/2.5BA .............. 2278SF ......................... $ 750,000

902 E Kaler Dr .......................................................................... 1/2 acre ................... LOT ............................... $ 750,000

240 W Missouri Ave #25 ..........New Price ........................ 2167SF ...................... 2BR/2.5BA .................. $ 675,000

3618 E Coronado Rd ...................In Escrow.......................... 1720SF ...................... 3BR/2BA ..................... $ 459,900

5720 N 64th Dr ............................Just Listed ....................... 1561SF ....................... 4BR/2BA ..................... $ 399,900

4727 E Lafayette Blvd #128 .....New Price ........................ 720SF ....................... 1BR/1BA ....................... $ 325,000

49 Homes SOLD in 2023, 5 currently in escrow. Call me to discuss your real estate needs and 
the value of your home. 602.376.1341. I work 7 days a week and am always available to help.

SOLD HOMES 2023
620 W Lawrence Rd .....................................$4,050,000
5319 E Rockridge Rd* ..................................$3,825,000
6534 N 27th St .................................................$2,410,000 
6811 N Central Ave*.......................................$2,400,000
510 E Ocotillo Rd .............................................$2 ,130,000 
35 E Myrtle Ave ...............................................$2 ,125,000 
25 E Myrtle Ave................................................$1,935,000 
304 W Orangewood Ave* ........................$1,800,000 
11608 E Onyx Ave ...........................................$1,750,000 
4902 E Piccadilly Rd* ...................................$1,700,000 
6518 N 25th Way* ..........................................$1,683,000 
345 E Pomona Rd ...........................................$1,500,000 
334 W State Ave ............................................$1,375,000 
910 E Kaler Dr ...................................................$1,260,455 
512 E Adair Dr* ................................................$1,235,000 
50 E Lamar Rd .................................................$1,200,000 

510 W McLellan Blvd ....................................$1 ,175,000 
7101 N 3rd Ave ..................................................$ 1 ,157, 500 
1324 E Lupine Ave* .......................................$1,075,000 
5130 N 6th St .....................................................$1,065,000 
5645 N 7th Ave ................................................$1,000,000 
322 W Stella Ln ...............................................$ 895,000
3103 E Hazelwood St ....................................$ 830,000 
2524 E Beryl Ave .............................................$ 799,000
6811 N 11th Pl ......................................................$ 785,000 
12243 N 58th St ................................................$ 750,000 
21206 N 62nd Ave ..........................................$ 725,000 
23 E Laurie Ln ..................................................$ 715,000 
3011 N 166th Pl..................................................$ 685,000 
122 E San Miguel Ave ...................................$ 675,000 
5576 N 12th St #1 ............................................$ 675,000 
5804 N 14th Ave ..............................................$ 650,000 
15027 E Desert Willow Dr ...........................$ 645,000 
14210 N 9th St* ................................................$ 629,900 

715 W Culver St ...............................................$ 625,000 
715 W Culver St ...............................................$ 625,000 
1400 E Bethany Home Rd #29 ................$ 585,000
17726 W Larkspur Dr ....................................$ 575,000
7748 N 7th Ave .................................................$    572,500 
1222 E Wagon Wheel Dr ............................$ 515,000 
1516 W Glenn Dr ..............................................$ 505,000 
1001 W Solcitio Ln ..........................................$ 400,000
106 E Echo Ln ...................................................$ 495,000
5220 N 16th Ln .................................................$ 400,000
16182 W Winslow Dr ......................................$ 378,000
10432 N 11th St #2 ..........................................$ 359,900 
23836 W Wier Ave* .....................................$ 339,000
4239 N 20th St .................................................$ 280,000 
6541 N 41st Ave ................................................$ 270,000 
*represented buyer
**represented both buyer and seller

BOBBY LIEB, PC
ASSOCIATE BROKER & PARTNER

m. 602.376.1341
bobby@centralphx.com

Top Selling Realtor 
in North Central Phoenix

for 20 years consecutively

Hall of Fame
Inaugural inductee 2014; 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 

and 2022 inductee

Ranked #5 for Sales Volume
in 2021 and 2022 out of 

25,000 agents in the country

 Ranked #3 Realtor in Arizona
by Real Trends Magazine 
and Newsweek for over 
$63 Million SOLD in 2019

Ranked #2 Residential Realtor
in Maricopa County

for sales in 2016 & 2018 
Over $70 Million SOLD

MaryAnn Lieb
Realtor

m.602.376.3992

Kathy Wright
Realtor

Licensed Assistant
m.602.376.4188

kathywright2911@gmail.com

Associate Broker & Partner

602-376-1341
centralphx.com

CURRENT LISTINGS/ESCROWS

DOWNLOAD
BOBBY LIEB’s app

for free!
Search for your next home, 

open houses and more!

centralphx.com  |  biltmoreazagent.com
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Featured Homes for October

We are taking every precaution to ensure clients feel comfortable with the buying and selling process. 
If you are thinking about buying or selling, please call me. I'd love to help! 602-376-1341

Please Download my free app with the most current information from MLS and visit my social media pages. 
HomeSmartEliteGroupBobbyLieb              Bobby.Lieb              Bobby-Lieb-20362032              BobbyLieb

77 E Missouri Ave #67 • $825,000
3184 SF • 4BR/3BA

JUST LISTED

77 E Missouri Ave #32 • $849,900
3575SF • 3BR/2.5BA

IN ESCROW

240 W Missouri Ave #25 • $675,000 
2167SF • 2BR/2.5BA

6629 N 14th St • $839,000 
1890SF • 3BR/2BA

IN ESCROW

4727 E Lafayette Blvd #128 • $334,900
720SF • 1BR/1BA

REMODELED

2227 E Palmaire Ave • $750,000
2278SF  • 3BR/2.5BA

IN ESCROW

902 E Kaler Dr • $750,000
14,262 sq ft lot

LOT

3618 E Coronado Rd • $459,900 
1720SF • 3BR/2BA

IN ESCROW

NEW PRICE

centralphx.com  |  biltmoreazagent.com

Thinking about buying or selling your home, please call me. I’d love to help! 602-376-1341
Please Download my free app with the most current information from MLS and visit my social media pages.

HomeSmartEliteGroupBobbyLieb Bobby.Lieb Bobby-Lieb-20362032 BobbyLieb

Your Residential Real Estate Specialist in North Central Phoenix, 
Biltmore, the Camelback Corridor, and Paradise Valley
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 SCHOOL DAYS

Preschool celebrates  
four decades  
By Kathryn M. Miller 

Established in 1983, Faith Lutheran 
Preschool is about to recognize a major 
milestone — and families both past 
and present are invited to attend the 
celebration.  

The preschool is part of Faith 
Lutheran Church, located near the cor-
ner of 7th Street and Camelback Road. 
The church has a long history in 
Phoenix. Due to the rapid growth in 
the city of Phoenix, and increasing 
wartime attendance at Grace Lutheran 
Church, it was decided in early 1944 
that consideration be given to the for-
mation of a new mission in North 
Phoenix.  

The first service was held on May 
20, 1945, and by July 8 of that year, the 
mission was organized with 76 charter 
members. Those members, and others 
who joined them worshipped in 
Madison School until the chapel at 
Faith Lutheran was dedicated on Feb. 
23, 1947. Even today, descendants of 
those original members worship at the 
church. 

Fast forward to 1983, when the 
preschool was founded and housed in 
the education wing of the church, 
which was built in 1950. The preschool 
started with eight children, two teach-
ers and a director. Today, the school has 

15 employees serving 52 families with 
children ranging in age from infant to 
five years of age, says preschool director 
Alma Cortes — and multiple genera-
tions of families have been served by 
the school. 

“Jan Kuenzli helped fund the 
preschool,” Cortes said. “Her daughter 
was one of the first babies to attend 
FLP — her name is Jessica Jones. 
Jessica currently has a son in our pro-
gram, Zachary.”  

It is that continuity and connection 
to the community that keeps the school 
thriving, Cortes said, “With families, 
staff and children, it’s just like a small 

Faith Lutheran Preschool has provided care for area children — from infant to five years of 
age — for 40 years (submitted photo).

www.northcentralnews.net

School Briefs 
GLENDALE UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
GUHSD schools ranked  
among best 

Since 2007, all nine Glendale 
Union High School District (GUHSD) 
high schools have ranked on U.S. News 
& World Report for Best High Schools, 
and this year is no different. The dis-
trict congratulated its high schools — 
Apollo, Cortez, Glendale, Greenway, 
Independence, Moon Valley, 
Sunnyslope, Thunderbird and 
Washington — for keeping up the 
incredible work. 

Learn more about the district at 
www.guhsdaz.org. 
 
Sunnyslope wins  
at golf tournament 

The annual district golf tournament 
teed off at Arizona Traditional Golf 
Course, and excellence was on full dis-
play. Sunnyslope High School’s team 
took home the District Championship, 
while Sunnyslope golfer Jackson Pieratt 
snagged the title of Individual 
Tournament Champion.  
 
Washington High  
unveils new turf field 

Washington High School’s Varsity 
Football team and the Purple Pride 

community, where we all know each 
other. Even though a child might not 
be in their room, they know the teach-
ers just by seeing them in the hall-
way…and it makes them feel more 
comfortable.” 

As the 40th anniversary of the 
preschool approaches, that community 
— both past and present — is invited 
to celebrate the milestone. An anniver-
sary party will be held at the school, 
located at 801 E. Camelback Road, 
Sunday, Oct. 1, from 2–5 p.m. and will 
include food, raffles and games.  

For information about the school, 
visit www.faithlutheranpreschool.org.
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Marching Machine played and per-
formed on a brand-new turf field at the 
school’s season home opener game, 
Aug. 25. A complete renovation took 
place over the summer and included 
the turf field as well as new lighting, 
stadium seating and scoreboard. 

The district expressed its gratitude 
to the community for its support 
through bond dollars that allowed for 
the remarkable renovations at Ram 
Stadium. GUHSD governing board 
members and many of the contractors 
whose companies performed the work 
were on hand Aug. 25 to celebrate the 
new field with a ribbon cutting. 
 
MADISON SCHOOL  
DISTRICT 
Get ready for kindergarten 

While the new school year may 
have just started, many families with 
children starting kindergarten in the 
2024–25 school year are already 
preparing for their children to begin 
school next fall.  

It’s an exciting time, and parents 
and caregivers often have questions 
about how to help their children suc-

ceed as they begin their academic jour-
ney. Madison School District kinder-
garten teachers and early childhood 
program staff offer tips on preparing 
for this next big step. 

Families should encourage indepen-
dence, such as practicing opening 
lunch box containers and zip lock bags 
without help. It is also essential to 
build self-advocacy skills, such as ask-
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3901 East Stanford Dr, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253   602.955.8200

1961

YEAR FOUNDED

As a nonsectarian, 
nonprofit, college 

preparatory day school

ENROLLMENT

In our co-ed student 
body, 37% identify as 

students of color

AFFORDABILITY

24% receive need-based 
financial aid grants at 
an average of $15,000

750

CLASS SIZE

15 students average 
per class

STUDENT:TEACHER  

8 students average  
per 1 teacher

FACULTY DEGREES

85% of Upper School faculty 
hold advanced degrees 

8:1 85%

40
CAMPUS SIZE

40 acres 
Athletic fields, aquatic center, 

gyms, auditorium, music spaces, 
and science, art & tech center

SCHOOL HOURS

7:50am–3:00pm 
Hot lunch included daily  

for Lower and Middle School,  
optional for Upper School

ATHLETICS

14 state championships  
in the past 3 years 

12 Upper School sports and  
13 Middle School sports

DISCOVER PCDS
PLEASE JOIN US FOR OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5th, 11am-1pm

PCDS.ORG/OPENHOUSE

PCDS is a private, independent school, Pre-k through Grade 12.

ing when they need help or don’t 
understand the instructions. Families 
also should encourage a child’s confi-
dence to try new things, provide 
opportunities to make simple deci-
sions, and help children to accept 
minor disappointments, frustrations or 
changes in schedule. 

Before school begins, children 
should be able to recognize all 26 upper 

and lowercase letters of the alphabet 
and their sounds, write their first and 
last names, count and recognize num-
bers zero through 20 and identify and 
draw basic shapes.  

Children may struggle with separa-
tion when school starts, but prolonging 
a goodbye can make the separation 
more difficult. If a child is upset when 
they leave, parents should assure the 
student that they love them, their 
teacher will take care of them and 
express confidence that they can handle 
the school day.  

Finally, finding opportunities to 
schedule playdates with classmates is an 
excellent opportunity for children to 
interact with friends and peers outside 
of school. 

For families with children entering 
kindergarten next fall, Madison 
School District is hosting its annual 
Discover Madison Tour Friday, Nov. 
3. On the tour, families will have the 
opportunity to learn more about 
Madison’s elementary schools and sig-
nature programs.  

To learn more and sign up, visit 
www.madisonaz.org/discovermadison. 

GUHSD celebrated a new turf field at Washington High School with a ribbon-cutting event 
Aug. 25. In the front row, pictured from left to right, are Matt Belden, Assistant 
Superintendent of Operations & Athletics; Pam Reicks, Governing Board member; Laura 
Arita, Governing Board clerk; Patti Hussey, Governing Board member; and Ashley 
Anderson, Washington High School principal (photo courtesy of GUHSD).
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Students hold Hibiscus  
for Hawaii fundraiser 

Madison Meadows Middle School 
and Madison Park Middle School stu-
dents recently held an art sale fundrais-
er, benefitting the Public Schools of 
Hawaii Foundation.  

Students created various hibiscus-
themed artwork using markers, pencils, 
watercolors and more. The 300 pieces 
of artwork sold raised more than 
$2,000 to benefit the organization and 
help support students impacted by the 
wildfire in Maui.  
 
PHOENIX UNION  
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PXU school garners 
high rankings  

Phoenix Union High School 
District’s (PXU) Bioscience High School 
recently ranked highly on national and 
local rankings made by U.S. News & 
World Report in its “2023-2024 U.S. 
News Best High Schools” list.   

On the 2023-24 list, the school was 
#359 in national rankings, #14 in 
Arizona schools, #10 in Phoenix metro 

area high schools, and #1 in Phoenix 
Union schools.  

At Bioscience, students have the 
opportunity to take Advanced 
Placement coursework and exams. The 
AP participation rate at the school is 60 
percent. The total minority enrollment 
is 88 percent, and 65 percent of stu-
dents are economically disadvantaged, 
according to the U.S. News data.  

The school, one of 18 in PXU, is 
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located at 512 E. Pierce St. in Phoenix. 
Learn more at www.pxu.org. 

 
WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Teachers win  
‘Supply’ award 

Several WESD teachers are winners 
of the Arizona Public Service (APS) 
Supply My Class Award for the 2023–

24 school year. Congratulations were 
extended to Desert View Elementary 
School teacher Karen Moreno, Moon 
Mountain Elementary School teachers 
Elena Dowers, Sarah Miller and Anita 
Willand, and Mountain View School 
teacher Donaleen McCluskey.  

Entering its sixth year, the APS 
Supply My Class program awards $500 
to 500 randomly selected teachers in 
APS service territory to help ensure 
they have the resources they need to 
support the success of their students.  
 
Maryland welcomes  
wellness room 

Students at Maryland School can 
now enjoy a new Wellness Center 
thanks to hospital employees from 
Abrazo Central Campus.  

Maryland recently held a dedica-
tion ceremony to unveil the new 
Wellness Center, which offers students 
a calming environment to help with 
emotional needs. The room was made 
possible due to the support of Abrazo 
Central Campus employees who helped 
with painting and outfitting the area. 
Physicians from the hospital’s medical 

Xavier College Preparatory
is a Catholic community that strives to prepare 
young women of faith with knowledge, skills, 
and integrity to meet the challenges of a 
changing global society in a positive and 
productive manner celebrating unity.

8th Grade Day 
Friday, Oct. 27, 2023   |   9:30 a.m. - 1:0 0 p.m. 

Open House
Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023   |   12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

All are welcome

Admissions/Placement Exam
Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023 or Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023 

at 7:30 a.m. Registration for exam and 

application information at xcp.org. 9th Grade 

applications are due Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024.

Affording a Xavier Education
Financial Aid Workshops available to interested 

parents during the Entrance Exam Testing, 

Dec. 2, 2023 and Dec. 9, 2023.

T H E XAVIEREFFECT 
Where Young Women Finish Strong

xcp.org

Students at two Madison schools created hibiscus-themed artwork to support their peers in 
Maui (photo courtesy of Madison School District).
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staff also provided funding for furni-
ture and equipment, for a total contri-
bution valued at more than $12,000.  

During the ceremony, guests and 
students had the opportunity to tour 
the room and all it has to offer.  
 
WESD continues  
attendance campaign  

Washington Elementary School 
District (WESD) shared the continua-
tion of its #AttendanceMattersWESD 

campaign. The theme for the month 
and the school year is “Showing Up 
Together.” The district initiated the 
campaign last school year with a focus 
on emphasizing the importance of 
being in school each day and improving 
student attendance across the district. 

According to the district, the atten-
dance rate for the 2022–23 school year 
was 91.95 percent, which was an increase 
of 3.95 percent from the previous year. 

5th - 12th Grades | Public Charter School | Central Arts District | Downtown Phoenix
1410 N. 3rd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85004 | 602.257.1444 | @azschoolforarts |

Arizona School for the Arts inspires creative thinkers and
leaders through a distinctive dual-focused college preparatory
and performing arts education. At Arizona School for the
Arts, you’ll get an education that’s intellectually rigorous
but so much more. Our highly-skilled faculty will challenge
your student’s thinking in novel and thought-provoking ways,
enhance their learning and connection, and foster creativity,
curiosity, empathy, leadership, and collaboration – skills that
will serve your student well in college and beyond!    

ASA’S OPEN HOUSE | Saturday, November 4, 2023
Campus Tours and Shadow Days also available on select dates.
Learn more at GOASA.ORG/TOURS

DISCOVERDISCOVERDISCOVERDISCOVER

Accepting Applications for SY24-25

ENROLLMENT STARTSENROLLMENT STARTSENROLLMENT STARTSENROLLMENT STARTS
O C T O B E R  2O C T O B E R  2O C T O B E R  2

Questions? Email admissions@goasa.org

GOASA.ORG/ENROLLGOASA.ORG/ENROLLGOASA.ORG/ENROLLGOASA.ORG/ENROLL
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CAMPUS VISIT
VISIT TO KNOW US!

October 12
Morning Visit

EDUCATE, FORM, EQUIP

Please register!
PHOENIXCHRISTIAN.ORG/ADMISSIONSEVENTS

Maryland School and WESD leadership were joined by students and Abrazo hospital staff at 
a recent dedication ceremony for the schools new Wellness Center (submitted photo).

please see CAMPAIGN on page 32
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Additionally, the WESD reduced chron-
ic absenteeism by more than 11 percent. 
This year, the goal is to increase daily 
attendance by 2 percent and decrease 
chronic absenteeism by 8 percent. 

In support of these goals, the dis-
trict will share important attendance 
tips and resources on social media all 
school year long. Visit www.wesd-
schools.org/attendancematterswesd.  
 
CHARTER AND 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
Student earns  
top band honor 

All Saints’ Episcopal Day School 
seventh-grade student, Miles Sheriff, 
was one of 100 students chosen from 
around the state to participate in the 
Arizona State University Wind Band 
program Middle School Honor Band.  

Students were nominated by their 
band director and selected to partici-
pate based on their skill level. The 
event included a day of master classes, 
rehearsals, and a final performance on 
the ASU Gammage stage. 
 
All Saints to host parents 
of prospective students 

All Saints’ Episcopal Day School 
will host open houses for prospective 
parents Nov. 14, Dec. 7 and Jan. 11 
beginning at 9 a.m. During the open 
house, prospective parents, will meet 
faculty and administration, receive gen-
eral information about the school, and 

learn about curriculum and student life.  
To register, visit 

www.allsaints.org/admission/visit-us. 
Applications for the 2024–25 school 

year open Monday, Oct. 2. The admis-
sions team is available to help families 
learn more about All Saints’. Contact 
Jacquie Kennedy, Director of 
Admissions, at jkennedy@allsaints.org 
with any questions or to schedule a tour. 

For more information, visit 
www.allsaints.org or call 602-274-
4866. 
 
Bronco football team  
wins Honor Bowl 

Brophy College Preparatory’s varsi-
ty football team defeated Cathedral 
Catholic High School 31-21 in the 
Honor Bowl game Sept. 1 in San 
Diego. 
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INSPIRING PASSION FOR 
LEARNING & LEADING
At Madison School District, your child will be immersed in
future-focused learning with opportunities for inquiry and
discovery through a variety of signature programs!

madisonaz.org/enrollment

Senior Charlie McGinnis went 13-
for-20 for 166 yards and had two pass-
ing touchdown passes. He added a 
rushing touchdown to tie the game at 7 
in the first quarter. He has accounted 
for seven touchdowns in the first two 
games (5 passing, 2 rushing) after accu-
mulating nine in 11 games last season 
(6 passing, 3 rushing). 

Sophomore Daylen Sharper was 
named the team’s Honor Bowl Most 
Valuable Player. He scored on a nine-
yard reception to help put the Broncos 
up 28-14, finishing with five catches 
for 102 yards and a touchdown. 

The Broncos helped the cause with 
three interceptions in the game, includ-
ing two by Brophy senior Jack Sebald. 
Brophy senior Leo Roth received the 
team’s Character Award presented by 
the Honor Bowl. 

Xavier students earn 
AP distinction 

The College Board’s Advanced 
Placement Program offers students the 
opportunity to take college-level cours-
es while still in high school. During the 
2022-23 school year, 18 Xavier College 
Preparatory students earned the AP 
Capstone Diploma while 18 other 
earned the AP Seminar and Research 
Certificate .  

A score of 3 or higher on an AP 
Exam has multiple benefits for stu-
dents, including earning college credit, 
and advancement placement in cours-
es. The 18 Xavier students who were 
awarded the AP Capstone Diploma by 
earning scores of 3 or higher in AP 
Seminar, AP Research, and on four 
additional AP exams were Emily 
Alaimo, Emily Barlett, Capri Cadwell, 
Chloe Chun, Sonya Colattur, Andrea 
Dinglasan, Danielle Dyer, Carly 
Elghoul, Eleanor Halaby, Mary 
Mayfied, Monica Nitu, Abigail Pearson, 
Joscelynn Perez, Cara Schillinger, Reyna 
Silva, Hope Smith, Talia Udelman and 
Abigail Zimmerman. 

Another 18 students were awarded 
the AP Seminar and Research 
Certificate by earning scores of 3 or 
higher in AP Seminar and AP Research: 
Zaara Arora, Brett Arthur, Adela 
Campo, Halle Carns, Claire Carpita, 
Andrea Cobb, Abigail Gliss, Isabella 
Gomez, Ava Gonzales, Summer 
Goodman, Asiana Guang, Elise Kindle, 
Annamaria La Sota, Marcella Medina, 
Maya Nagaraj, Kristina Stender, Megan 
Wheeling and Isabella Woods. 
 

CAMPAIGN continued from page 31

In September, the Brophy Varsity Football team attended the Honor Bowl in San Diego 
(photo courtesy of Brophy Athletics). 
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OPEN HOUSE October 26th from 9:00-11:00am
We invite you to join us for an informative morning which includes: a welcome presentation, meeting teachers, 

staff, and parent volunteers, followed by a tour and an opportunity for Q&A. 
Check in begins at 8:45am; Program begins at 9:00am 

Please contact the school office with any questions. This presentation is for parents only.

Let us know you’re coming! staphxschool.org/admissions_inquiry_form

DEEP FAITH, ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE,
COMMITMENT TO SERVICE

4510 N. 24TH STREET • PHOENIX, AZ 85016     www.staphxschool.org     (602) 954-9088

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
10AM-3PM

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
ENTRY 2312 E. CAMPBELL AVE. PARKING LOT

ANNUAL CARNIVAL FOOD, GAMES, 
BOUNCE HOUSES 

and SLIDES, 
BEER GARDEN 

(21+ only, I.D. Required)
Cash and Credit Cards 

Accepted
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central.phoenix@bricksandminifigs.com 
@bamcentralphoenix

24 W. Camelback Rd., Ste. G 
602-675-1392

Bring this ad to

to build a FREE Minifigure from our Minifig Maker Table!
Central Phoenix location only • Expires 10/31/23 • NCN1023• Limit 1 per customer

Choose from our  

huge selection of  

new sets,  

individual  

minifigs, bulk bricks, 

components and  

accessories

Bricks & Minifigs®  

is your  

one-stop  

LEGO® toy shop!  

We buy, sell and 

 trade all  

LEGO® products! 

At All Saints’, we cultivate leaders and thinkers of the future in an 
atmosphere where proven teaching methods are honored and 
innovation is encouraged. Our 15-acre campus, top-notch faculty, and 
challenging academics provide ample opportunities for students to 
grow, experiment with their passions, and cultivate their character as 
they develop independence and confidence. 

6300 N Central Ave Phoenix, AZ 85012

Nov. 14
Dec. 7
Jan. 11

Join us:

9–11 a.m.

Register:

602.274.4866
www.allsaints.org | All Faiths Welcome | Pre K – 8 | Indexed Tuition Available

Brophy presents  
Auction 2023 

Brophy College Preparatory will 
hold its fall auction, Timeless Frontier, 
Saturday, Oct. 21. The event will take 
place from 5:30-11 p.m. on Brophy’s 
campus in Harper Great Hall. Proceeds 
from the auction will benefit the 
Brophy Financial Aid Fund.  

Join the community for a night of 
cocktails, dinner and dancing. For 
more information and to reserve a tick-
et, visit www.brophyprep.org/ 
giving/auction. 
 
Annual open house  
set for Nov. 4 

Brophy College Preparatory will 
host its annual Open House from noon 
to 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 5, on campus. 
It is open to the public and students of 
all ages are invited to attend with their 
parents. The school says that it is never 
too early to think about becoming a 
Brophy Bronco. 

Campus tours and information on 
academic programs, sports and co-cur-
ricular activities, as well as financial aid 

and the admissions process will be 
offered at the event. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to talk to stu-
dents, faculty, administration, coaches 
and parents. 

To register for the event, visit 
www.brophyprep.org/admissions/learn
-more/open-house. 
 
MHP students recognized 
as AP Scholars 

Madison Highland Prep (MHP) 
announced that it had 32 students rec-
ognized as 2022-23 AP Scholars.  

The AP Scholar Award recognizes 
high school students who have demon-
strated exemplary college-level achieve-
ment on AP exams. AP Exams are held 
every year during the first two weeks of 
May with two tests being given a day. 
MHP has a number of students who 
take multiple AP Exams during this 
stressful but exciting time of the year.  

Learn more at https://madison 
highlandprep.com 
 
Seniors named  
Merit semifinalists 

Seven Xavier seniors, Chloe Chun, 
Sonya Colattur, Harper Hipps, 
Mackenzie Lopez, Abigail Pearson, 
Cara Schillinger and Ava Silvernail, 
were named semifinalists in the 2024 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
The program honors individual stu-
dents who show exceptional academic 
ability and potential for success in rig-
orous college studies. 

The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation announced the names of 
approximately 16,000 Semifinalists in 
the 69th annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. These academi-
cally talented high school seniors have 
an opportunity to continue in the com-
petition for some 7,140 National Merit 
Scholarships worth nearly $28 million 
that will be offered next spring. 

The nationwide pool of semifinal-
ists, representing less than one percent 
of U.S. high school seniors, includes 
the highest-scoring entrants in each 
state. The number of semifinalists in a 
state is proportional to the state’s per-
centage of the national total of graduat-
ing seniors.  

MeritScholar designees are selected 
on the basis of their skills, accomplish-
ments, and potential for success in rig-
orous college studies, without regard to 
gender, race, ethnic origin, or religious 
preference.
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highland prep
M A D I S O N

Open Enrollment for Incoming Freshmen

Fostering Tomorrow's STEM Innovators And Leaders

Nationally Ranked ‘A' School
Top 20 Schools in Arizona

AR I Z O N A D E P A R T M E NT

O F E D U C A T I O N

Recognized as one of 
America's Best High Schools 

by 
U.S. News & World Reports

MadisonHighlandPrep.org
1431 East Campbell Ave.  Phoenix, AZ 85014  

Phone:602-745-3800

100%
4-YEAR
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY

A C C E P T A N C E

CLASS OF 2028CLASS OF 2028
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A

t North Central Shores 

you or your loved ones 

will enjoy family privacy, 

comfort and a custom-fit 

care plan as unique as each personality. 

With over 8,000 sq ft under roof, 

this ten resident luxury assisted living 

home offers 24-hour personal care, 

all meals, laundry, activities, church 

services and outdoor living!

Close to nature, on the Arizona Canal 

at third Avenue, your neighbors are 

mallard ducks, green parakeets and 

hummers. Featuring nearly 1000 sq ft 

of covered patios and less than one mile 

from the  Honor Health Hospital.

Assisted living with a custom fit!

8825 North Third Avenue | Phoenix, AZ 85021 | TOM BLISS 602.625.6815 | O 602.341.6150 | F 602.675.4070 | W NorthCentralShores.com

Spacious furnished, private bedrooms, 

private patios and roll-in bathrooms

A bright, accessible and modern kitchen 

with commanding great room access

The great room with lift chairs 

for comfortable socializing

Our roomy dining 

room is an art gallery!

• Three large suites remaining
• Residents have included two 

retired MD’s and a doctor’s wife. 
• All-American staff 
• Outstanding personalized care.
• Memory care

Now
 offering Traumatic Brain Injury Care and 
Access Healthcare

Senior Living 
Residents give back  
on Grandparents Day 

In recognition of Grandparent’s 
Day in September, 250 senior citizens 
who go to the Optum Community 
Center at 12th Street and Glendale 
Avenue joined four other Optum 
Community Centers across the Valley, 
to create necessity bags for the foster 
children of local nonprofit Southwest 
Human Development. The bags 
included personal messages of hope and 
inspiration.  

When children are placed in foster 
care, their lives are turned upside down 
and they need a way to contain their 
most important possessions, the center 
said. Many of the seniors at Optum are 
grandparents and great grandparents. 
They want to help these children, and 
this is their way of giving back.  

Optum Community Centers are 
neighborhood hubs for local seniors 55 
and older to gather with friends in a 

shared journey of physical and social 
well-being. The centers provide inter-
connected, wrap-around services to 
help seniors at no cost so they can stay 

physically active, socially engaged, 
mentally stimulated and emotionally 
supported. Learn more at 
www.optum.com. 

‘Understanding Dementia’ 
workshop offered  

The Hospice of the Valley 
Dementia Care and Education Campus 
will offer a workshop to residents in 
October to explore different aspects of 
dementia. 

Geared toward caregivers, 
“Understanding Dementia: A 
Challenging Journey” is a three-hour 
workshop that will explore dementia 
and its progression from early to 
advanced stages, and offer participants 
the opportunity to learn how to main-
tain meaningful connections and dis-
cuss ways to reduce stress. 

The speaker, Dr. Maribeth 
Gallagher, directs Hospice of the 
Valley’s Dementia Program, which has 
received national and international 
awards for its innovative approaches to 
dementia care. She is a psychiatric nurse 
practitioner with a doctoral degree in 
nursing. Her commitment to improv-
ing dementia care was initially inspired 

Older adults at the North Central Optum Community Center created bags in September for 
children in foster care (photo courtesy of Optum – Arizona).
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ONSITE REHABILITATIVE SERVICES AVAILABLE

909 East Northern Avenue • Phoenix, AZ
LaSienaSeniorLiving.com • 602.814.0506

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CARF-ACCREDITED
INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCES

Be MoreYOU.

Imagine everything you need to flourish
now and for years to come. It’s all here,

in one very captivating place.
The wealth of activities. The stylish setting.

Fabulous cuisine. Attentive service.
And supportive healthcare services

should the need arise. It’s everything
you need to live your life, your way.

That’s senior living at La Siena.

CALL 620.814.0506 TODAY
TO SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL TOUR!

by her own experience as a family care-
giver, sharing the journey with her 
loved one from diagnosis to death. 

The workshop will be held 
Thursday, Oct. 5, 8:30 a.m. to noon, at 
the Dementia Care and Education 
Campus, 3811 N. 44th St., Phoenix. 
The event is offered at no charge. To 
learn more or register, send an email to 
events2@dementiacampus.org or call 
602-767-8300. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Learn more at https://dementia-
campus.org. 
 
Help is just  
a phone call away  

According to the Area Agency on 
Aging, older adults are especially vul-
nerable to suicide, but help can be as 
close as a phone call away. 

Residents of any age can dial the 
Suicide & Crisis Lifeline at 988. In 
Maricopa County, the Area Agency on 
Aging’s Senior Help Line, 602-264-
HELP (4357), is another important 
resource for older men and women strug-
gling with signs and symptoms of depres-
sion that could lead to suicide attempts. 

According to the Suicide 
Prevention Resource Center, suicide 
rates are particularly high among older 
men, with men ages 85 and older hav-
ing the highest rate of any group in the 
country. Suicide attempts by older 
adults are much more likely to result in 
death than among younger persons. 

“Being aware of the suicide risk fac-
tors among older adults and how to 
address them is critical in saving lives,” 
said Heidi Donniaquo, the Area Agency 
Director of Behavioral Health. “While 
senior adults comprise about 12 percent 
of the population, they account for 
nearly 20 percent of suicides.” 

Signs and symptoms of depression 
in older adults include sadness or feel-
ings of despair; unexplained or aggra-
vated aches and pains; loss of interest in 
socializing or hobbies; weight loss or 
loss of appetite; feelings of hopelessness 
or helplessness; and lack of motivation 
and energy. 

“It’s difficult when you hear some-
one you love or care for express 
thoughts about suicide, but it’s critical-
ly important to remember that there 
are steps that can be taken to find help 
and support,” Donniaquo said. 
Those steps include: 

• Talking. Your willingness to 
express your concern for the person in 
crisis can be the first step in getting 

that person help. 
• Listening. Being an active listener 

is another way of reminding a person in 
crisis that they are not alone. 

• Remaining present. Your physical 
and emotional presence in the person’s 
life makes a difference. If you are wor-
ried about their safety, get help from a 
mental health professional immediately. 

• Calling or texting 988. When 
someone dials 988, they will be con-
nected to the existing National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline. This confidential 
support line is available 24 hours a day 
to provide free help to people in suicidal 
crisis or mental health-related distress. 
 
City seeks  
literacy volunteers 

The City of Phoenix Youth and 
Education Office is looking for com-
mitted and passionate individuals age 
50 and older to assist second- and 
third-grade students in increasing their 
reading fluency skills. The City of 
Phoenix, in partnership with AARP 
Foundation Experience Corps, is 
recruiting volunteers aged 50 and 
above to support a tutoring program 
designed to improve literacy skills for 
Phoenix elementary school students in 
second and third grade.  

Opportunities are available at nine 
Phoenix school districts. Residents who 
love reading and inspiring Valley youth 
are encouraged to sign up for this 
opportunity. 

For more information, contact 
ecphx@phoenix.gov or visit https:// 
cop.samaritan.com/custom/501/volun-
teer_home to learn more about this and 
other opportunities available through 
the Volunteer PHX program. 
 

Kids & Families 
‘Gross’ camp  
opens registration 

Kids who are curious about bodily 
functions or wonder what type of wild 
animal left behind that stinky pile of 
poop are invited to attend the Arizona 
Science Center’s Camp Innovation.  

The camp returns this fall break 
with “That’s Gross!,” where future sci-
entists will have the chance to explore 
the science of the slimy and sticky. 
Discover the fascinations of the human 
body, funky foods and strange but suc-
cessful animal adaptations through 
hands-on STEM activities at this week-
long camp. 
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CAMP continued from page 37

It starts with YOUR dream ...

1437 E. Marshall Ave. 
Immaculate Biltmore area home

527 W. State Avenue 
Location, location, location!

2720 N 27th Street 
Charming home in Central Phoenix

SOLD!!COMING SOON! SOLD!!

$725,000$499,000 $1,550,000

Sam Miller 
Multi Million Dollar Producer 
Phoenix Native 
Diamond Club Award Winner 
“Outstanding work ethic!” 
“Tenacious!”

(602) 570-8656 
sam.milleraz@gmail.com 
MYAZMOVE.COM

Whether you are BUYING or SELLING, I am with you Every Step of the Way.

The market has changed! 
Only a full time Realtor® can help you navigate this very dynamic market.

NOW C2EX Endorsed

Available to students ages 6-14, 
Camp Innovation Fall Break runs 
October 9-13. Space is limited and pre-
registration is required. Arizona 
Science Center is located at 600 E. 
Washington St. For more information, 
call 602-716-2000 or visit 
www.azscience.org. 
 
Gymnastics academy offers 
fall break activities 

Registration is open for Impact 
Gymnastics Academy’s Fall Break 
Camp 2023, which runs Oct. 9–13. 
Camp attendees will rotate through 
gymnastics rotations, open gym and 
Ninja Zone. Campers will do crafts and 
enjoy meeting special guests. The camp 
is open to youth ages 4-14, and no 
gymnastics experience is necessary. 

The cost for a full day of camp (9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.) is $340 per week; $255 
for a half day (9 a.m. to noon or noon 
to 3 p.m.) Before and after care is 
offered. Campers are asked to bring 
lunch, snacks, and plenty of water; as 
well as wear gym-appropriate clothing. 

Impact Gymnastics Academy is located 
at 7812 N. 12th St. For additional 
information, call 602-870-7574 or visit 
www.impactgymaz.com. 
 
STEM opportunity open  
to high school students 

A new opportunity is open to local 
Arizona high school students who are 
passionate about STEM or interested 

in making a positive impact in their 
community.   

The Luminosity Lab at Arizona 
State University introduced the 
Illuminate Challenge, a year-long com-
petition designed to empower and 
inspire high school students across 
Arizona. The goal is to take on the 
global Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in innovative ways. Students 

not only get the chance to make a real 
difference but also gain valuable experi-
ences, mentorship, networking oppor-
tunities, and even some cool prizes. 
Registration is open until Oct. 6. 

In addition, the Vanderpoleg 
Luminosity Scholarship Program is an 
extension of The Luminosity Lab’s 
approach, and offers a chance for 
incoming freshmen and sophomores at 
ASU to dive into real-world innova-
tion. The focus is on systems thinking 
and rapid product realization. 
Applications for this scholarship will 
open in early October. 

For additional information on the 
programs visit www.illuminatechal-
lenge.com or www.theluminosity 
lab.com. Questions may be emailed to 
luminosity@asu.edu. 
 
Discover conservation  
through volunteerism 

The Arizona Sustainability Alliance 
is looking for mentors for the Youth 
Conservation Workforce Program, as 
well as young people to participate in 
the program. 

More than an opportunity for 
Arizona’s young minds, the program 
offers a platform for growth, mentor-
ship, and environmental impact and 
aims to empower young people while 
encouraging them to care for the envi-
ronment.  

Youth participants are the heartbeat 
of projects that enhance the environ-
ment, protect wildlife, and build 
resilient communities. From tree-plant-
ing initiatives to urban farming pro-
jects, every day is a chance to create 
positive change. The organization says 
that the benefits to youth are many, 
including hands-on experience by 
engaging in real-world conservation 
projects; receiving guidance and sup-
port from experienced professional; 
developing leadership skills and eco-
conscious values; and connecting with 
peers who share a passion for sustain-
ability. 

Joining the program as a mentor, 
counselor, teacher, or administrator 
allows residents the opportunity to play 
a pivotal role in shaping the next gen-
eration of eco-conscious leaders. 

To learn more, visit www.azsustain-
abilityalliance.com/azsa-youth-conser-
vation-workforce-development-azycwd.

Fall Break 
Camp at 
Impact 
Gymnastics will 
include gym-
nasatics rota-
tions, open 
gym, a Ninja 
Zone and 
more (photo 
courtesy of 
Diamond 
Collective 
Photography).

For your local advertising needs, visit 
www.northcentralnews.net
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1610 West Glendale Avenue - Phoenix, AZ 85021
Beatitudes Campus is a not-for-profit life plan

community founded by the Church of the Beatitudes.
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Explore our studio, one- and two-bedroom apartment floor plans, 
and the benefits of our month-to-month rental agreements.
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NOVEMBER 4 & 5  |  10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday

FREE ADMISSION!

• Over 40 Arizona Artists! • Food & Beverage Vendors • Live Music
• Art Zone ($5 Admission) • Art Demonstrations • Silent Auction

5005 E Camelback Road, Phoenix, AZ | 602.262.4727 | shemerartcenter.org

Desert Hues  
For Fall!

purplelizardboutique.com

Music at Trinity 
kicks off concert series 

Music at Trinity, under the direc-
tion of Erik W. Goldstrom, will kick off 
its 2023–24 Concert Series at Trinity 
Cathedral in October. The season runs 
through May. 

First up in the series is Fushicho 
Daiko Oct. 29 at 4 p.m. The group cel-
ebrates the passion, focus and commu-
nity of ensemble Taiko drumming, 
bringing the excitement of original and 
traditional Japanese drumming into full 
focus. This dynamic performance will 
be filled with joyful celebrations, comic 
interludes and powerful songs. Learn 
more at www.fushichodaiko.com. 

Trinity’s resident chamber music 
ensemble, Urban Nocturnes, take the 
stage Nov. 2, at 7 p.m. The fall concert 
opens with turn-of-the-20th century 
composer Quincy Porter's Little Trio 
for flute, violin, and viola, and features 
Karen Sinclair, Christopher McKay, 
Viviana Cumplido Wilson, and Olga 
Gorelik. Learn more at www.urbannoc-
turnes.com. 

Trinity Cathedral is located at 100 
W. Roosevelt St. in downtown 
Phoenix. For more information, visit 
www.trinitymusicaz.org. 
 

Season of jazz  
performances begins 

Church of the Beatitudes will begin 
its 2023–24 Jazz Series season on 
Sunday, Oct. 15, with Lauren Hooker 
Quintet. Six concerts will be held dur-
ing the series, which will run from 
October through April.  

Performances begin at 6 pm., and 
the cost to attend is $10 at the door. 
Church of the Beatitudes is located at 
555 W. Glendale Ave. Parking is avail-
able off of 7th Avenue. For additional 
information, call 602-264-1221 or visit 
www.beatitudeschurch.org. 
 

Deadline extended  
for transit artists 

Valley Metro announced that the 
deadline has been extended for artists to 
apply for its Capitol Extension (CAPEX) 
Light Rail Public Art Project. The new 
deadline is Wednesday, Oct. 25. 
 Up to eight established and emerg-
ing artists will be selected to create art-
work that reflects the character of the 
surrounding community for the 1.4-
mile western extension of the existing 
Valley Metro light rail line from down-
town Phoenix to the Arizona State 
Capitol. The project will include three, 
split platform stations (six total plat-
forms) along the route: 1) at 7th 
Avenue, on Washington and Jefferson 
streets, 2) at 13th Avenue on 
Washington and Jefferson streets. 
There are two new traction power sub-
stations that are also planned. 

Experienced public artists are invit-
ed to apply for the six station platform 
projects ($300,000). Emerging public 
artists are invited to apply for the two 
traction power substation projects 
($50,000). 

To apply, visit https://artist.call-
forentry.org and search for “CAPEX” 
under the “Find Calls” link. Learn more 
at www.valleymetro.org/project/capitol-
extension. 

Fushicho Daiko will kick off the Music at Trinity season on Oct. 29 (submitted photo).



North Central News October 2023 – Page 41www.northcentralnews.net

 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

CHLOE CRABTREE
celebrateanddecorate.com

JOIN LIFESTYLE BLOGGER JOIN LIFESTYLE BLOGGER 

Mary Crozier 
FOR AN EXCLUSIVE

FALL TO HOLIDAY 
STYLING WORKSHOP

at her historic Central Phoenix estate, 
Bella Terra, featuring special guest 

Chloe Crabtree 
OF CELEBRATE AND DECORATE

Join Mary and Chloe for a full day of interior styling ideas, tips, and 
tricks and connect with others who share your passion for decorating, 

entertaining, and learning new ways to achieve your unique style.

Learn how to set a stunning dinner table, style a holiday mantel, craft a 
charcuterie board, and take your décor seamlessly from fall to winter, 

plus join in a Q&A session to talk about styling, entertaining, and design.

Registration includes morning tea and coff ee, a luncheon in 
Bella Terra’s orchard, afternoon champagne and bites, and a gift bag.

CHOOSE FROM TWO DATES:
Friday, Oct. 20 • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. OR Saturday, Oct. 21 • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The cost is $350 per person. Space is limited.

For more information and to register, 
visit lifeatbellaterra.com/fall-styling-workshop/

MARY CROZIER
lifeatbellaterra.com

PHOENIX • 4540 N. 7th St. Suite #1 
602-264-4612 • www.arthurmurrayphoenix.com

Hours: 
1 - 9 p.m. 
Tues.-Fri.; 

10:30 a.m. - 
3 p.m. 
Sat. 

Credit 
Cards 

Welcome

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Countdown to the Holiday Parties
Come dance with the best teachers, build your confidence  

and ease ... and just think of the fun.  
Come on… time to put some joy back into your life!  

Call now for details.

Nash launches  
Women’s Initiative 

A new multi-year program to 
address the gender-based inequities in 
jazz music will kick off this month at 
The Nash, a jazz club and education 
center in downtown Phoenix  

Led by artistic director Mary 
Petrich and administrative director 
Naquana Borrero, the Women’s 
Initiative program will include master-
classes, jam sessions, concerts and film 
screenings throughout the year, to 
showcase and foster female jazz artists. 
The Nash is kicking off the season with 
a jam-packed weekend Oct. 7–8. 

Highlights from the kick-off week-
end include events with one of the 
nation’s leading jazz musicians, saxo-
phonist Roxy Coss. Saturday, Oct. 7, at 
2 p.m., Coss will lead a masterclass 
with the young women of The Nash 
Jazz DivAZ, (high school and middle 
school musicians) followed by two 
high-energy concerts at 7 p.m. and 
9:15 p.m.  

On Sunday, Oct. 8, the public is 
invited to a free panel discussion and 
film screening of “The Girls in the 
Band,” a documentary that traces the 
marginalization of female jazz instru-
mentalists through history. The week-
end concludes with a Sunday Jam 
Session, hosted by Pam Morita and 
Mary Petrich.  

For more information, call 602-
795-0464 or visit www.thenash.org.

national touring acts and Spooky 
Season events galore. See you on the 
town in October!  
 
Young Fathers 
Oct. 2 
Crescent Ballroom 
www.crescentphx.com;  
602-716-2222 
 
‘Tiananmen:  
A New Musical’ 
Oct. 4–10 
The Phoenix Theatre Company 
www.phoenixtheatre.com;  
602-254-2151 
 
62nd Annual 
Phoenix Greek Festival 
Oct. 6–8 
Holy Trinity  
Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
www.phoenixgreekfestival.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tommy Castro and 
the Painkillers 
Oct. 8 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com;  
602-612-4981 
 
Owl City 
Oct. 8 
The Van Buren 
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641 

Saxophonist Roxy Coss will kick off a new women’s initiative at The Nash (submitted photo).

On the Town  
This month, fall is in full swing 

with family-friendly things to do, a cel-
ebration of Indigenous Peoples’ Day, 
live local music, dance and theater, 
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Get in the Halloween spirit with

trick-or-treating at Uptown Plaza!

Plus, a spooky surprise will be

roaming the plaza from 6-8pm. 

Participating businesses include

AJ's Fine Foods, Scoopwell's,

Lou Malnati's, Huss Brewing Co,

Chula Seafood, Hi, skin and more.

Visit www.uptownplazaphx.com/events for the full list. 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day  
PHX Fest 
Oct. 9 
Margaret T. Hance Park 
www.ipdphx.com 
 
The Psychedelic Furs  
and Squeeze  
Oct. 10 
Celebrity Theatre  
www.celebritytheatre.com;  
602-267-1600 
 
‘Evening with a Chair’  
Monologue and Scene Showcase 
Oct. 11 
Midtown Players at  
Central United Methodist Church 
www.midtownphx.org/midtown-players 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnival of Illusion  
Presents Skullduggery 
Oct. 12 
Wrigley Mansion 
www.carnivalofillusion.com 
 
11th Anniversary  
House Party 
Lewis Nash & The NY All-Stars 
Oct. 13 
The Nash 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
Brahms and Dvořák:  
To Die For 
Oct. 13–15 
The Phoenix Symphony 
www.phoenixsymphony.org;  
602-495-1999 
 
‘Frankenstein’ 
Oct. 13-15 
Arizona Opera  
www.azopera.org; 602-266-7464 
 
‘The Addams Family’ 
Valley Youth Theatre  
at Herberger Theater 
Oct. 13–29 
Valley Youth Theatre 
www.vyt.com;  
602-253-8188 

Annular Solar Eclipse  
Viewing Party 
Oct. 14 
Arizona Science Center 
www.azscience.org; 602-716-2000 
 
Phoenix College  
Mariachi Band 
Oct. 14 
Herberger Theater Center 
www.herbergertheater.org;  
602-252-8497 
 
Carolyn Wonderland 
Oct. 17 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981 
 
Michelle Branch 
Oct. 19 
The Van Buren 
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641 
 
‘Match Girl’ 
Oct. 19-21 
Scorpius Dance Theatre  
at Herberger Theater Center 
www.scorpiusdance.com 
 
Fall Plant Sale 
Oct. 19–22 
Desert Botanical Garden 
www.dbg.org; 480-941-1225 
 
‘Barefoot in the Park’ 
Oct. 20–Nov. 5 
Arizona Theatre Company 
www.arizonatheatre.org;  
602-256-6995 
 
National Theatre Live:  
‘Frankenstein’ 
Oct. 22 
Phoenix Art Museum 
www.phxart.org; 602-257-1880 
 
Peppa Pig’s  
Sing-Along Party 
Oct. 22 
Arizona Financial Theatre 
www.arizonafederaltheatre.com;  
602-379-2800 
 
Jennifer Knapp &  
Sarah Peacock 
Oct. 24 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com;  
602-612-4981 
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BLONDIE
Realtor!

“I became a Realtor to serve, protect, and guide others in meaningful and
impactful ways that help them reach and exceed their goals.” 

                            offers her clients a decade of full-time real estate experience and is known
for her kind yet tenacious negotiation skills and goal-getter mentality. 

BLONDIE

BLONDIE
aka Megan Ternes

What clients appreciate most about working with                        is her patience, her
low-pressure approach, her marketing and pricing skills, and her commitment to her clients

that exceed expectation beyond the end of the transaction. 

FOR SALE: $587K7726 N 17th Dr, 85021

1,800 sq/ft + 84 sq/ftTemp Controlled Pool House
4Bed/2.5Bath + Formal Office

Flood Irrigation Rights  
Pebble Surfaced Self-Cleaning  Pool  w/ Baja Step 

Open Kitchen - Yet Separate Living & Family 

7726 N 17th Dr, 85021

of
Full TimeReal Estate  Experience!

10+ YEARSCALL BLONDIE
(623)377-8387                    

For Five-Star Experience 
w/ Unique and Custom

Marketing Strategies that
fit your personal goal. 

No BS!
No

PhoneyBaloney!

Under

Contra
ct!Under

Contra
ct!

Under

Contra
ct!

PRE SHOW VIP EVENT
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 17TH AT 5 :00PM

THE MADISON CENTER FOR THE ARTS

THE MADISON EDUCATION FOUNDATION PRESENTS

JOIN THE MADISON EDUCATION FOUNDATION
ALONG WITH THE MADISON CENTER FOR THE
ARTS PRIOR TO THE ARTRAGEOUS SHOW FOR
FOOD,  DRINKS AND GOOD COMPANY.  ALL VIP

TICKET SALES BENEFIT  THE MADISON EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN PHOENIX

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT
THEMADISON.ORG

Spooky Safari 
Oct. 25–27 
The Phoenix Zoo 
www.phoenixzoo.org; 602-286-3800 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hu 
Oct. 26 
The Van Buren 
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641 
 
‘Juan Gabriel’ 
Oct. 26-29 
Ballet Arizona  
at Phoenix Symphony Hall 
www.balletaz.org; 602-381-1096 
 
‘The Gospel at Colonus’ 
Oct. 27–Nov. 12 
Black Theatre Troupe  
www.blacktheatretroupe.org;  
602-258-8128 
 
Roman Orona –  
Indigenous Beats 
Oct. 28 
Herberger Theater Center 
www.herbergertheater.org;  
602-252-8497 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jesse McGuire 
Oct. 28 
The Nash 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
KJZZ Halloween Party 
Oct. 29 
The Nash 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
Arizona State Fair 
Thru Oct. 29 
State Fairgrounds 
www.azstatefair.com;  
602-252-6771 

‘Night of the Living Dead’ 
Oct. 31 
Orpheum Theatre 
www.orpheumphx.com; 
 602-262-7272 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Halloween at  
Rosson House 
Oct. 31 
Heritage Square 
https://heritagesquarephx.org;  
602.258.0048  
 

All event dates are current at time of 
publication. Check with individual 
venues for up-to-date show informa-
tion. Find events throughout the month 
at www.northcentralnews.net/events. 

For your local advertising needs, call 
North Central News at 602-277-2742
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At Original Breakfast House, owner John Stidham and his team serve up fresh breakfast 
classics surrounded by décor that hearkens back to his roots on the California Coast (photo 
by Darryl Webb, special for North Central News).

Café Chat  
Start the day with a smile  
at Original Breakfast House 
By Marjorie Rice 

John Stidham just couldn’t get the 
hang of hanging out.  

After nearly 40 years in the restau-
rant business, most of it on the 
Monterey Peninsula, he decided to 
retire and move to Phoenix, but retire-
ment didn’t last long.   

“I got bored,” said Stidham, who 
has owned and operated a string of 11 
restaurants, from breakfast to delis to 
steakhouses to fine dining. Within two 
years, he was back in business, opening 
his 12th restaurant, Original Breakfast 
House (OBH), on 32nd Street just 
south of Thunderbird. 

That was 10 years ago, and today 
OBH draws customers from all over the 
Valley, thanks in part to accolades that 
consistently list OBH as one of the top 
breakfast spots in the state. Recently 
Entrepreneur Magazine named OBH 

one of the top 150 mom-and-pop busi-
nesses in the country, and one of the 
publication’s 15 “hidden gems.” 

That notoriety helps bring first-
timers, Stidham said, but it’s the friendly 

service and ample servings of scratch-
made omelets, pancakes, waffles and 
baked goods that keep them coming back.   

The restaurant’s décor hearkens 
back to Stidham’s roots on the 

California Coast, with surfboards and 
photos of seaside scenes filling every 
cranny of wall surface. It’s all part of 
the fun atmosphere that begins with 
the huge vintage jukebox just inside the 
entry. (There’s also a fee-free ATM for 
customers because OBH doesn’t accept 
credit or debit cards.) 

“There’s no such thing as a bad day 
at the beach,” said Stidham, an avid 
surfer “many moons ago.” 

The extensive menu includes pan-
cakes, waffles, eggs and omelets — the 
usual breakfast fare but with Stidham’s 
personal twist. 

“When I got here, I was really sur-
prised that I couldn’t get dishes with 
more Mexican flavors,” he said. “Even 
the better breakfast restaurants might 
have a token huevos rancheros, but not 
much else from Mexico. That didn’t 
make any sense to me.” 

OBH’s fare includes breakfast bur-
ritos, chimichangas and enchiladas, 
along with chilaquiles, a crispy carnitas 
and avocado omelet topped with red 
chile sauce and queso fresco, and OBH 
eggs Benedict with birria — Mexican 
braised beef — instead of ham.  

Stidham’s menu also includes 
breakfast items from all over the coun-
try, including shrimp and grits, and 
creamed chipped beef on toast, a spe-
cial favorite with the many veterans 
who are OBH regulars.   

He prides himself on fresh ingredi-
ents, especially berries. “You won’t see 
fresh berries anywhere in the Valley like 
I have,” he said. That includes straw-
berries and raspberries piled high on 
the triple-berry French toast.  

“My customers love to see our 
experimentation,” Stidham said. 
“They’ll come in and try all my spe-
cials. Chicken-fried chicken with deep-
fried French toast is a customer 
favorite. It’s a killer.”   

The menu includes monthly spe-
cials, and it reflects Stidham’s tastes for 
distinctive flavors and house-made 
dishes with fresh ingredients — local 
whenever possible.  

“We’re one of the few restaurants in 
town that makes Hollandaise sauce 
from scratch,” he said. “We make it 
three or four times a day, so our 
Benedicts are a step above. To me, a 
breakfast restaurant also has to have an 
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in-house bakery with cinnamon rolls, 
hand-squeezed orange juice and the 
best coffee you can get.”  

Fall specials will include pumpkin 
pancakes and other seasonal flavors.  

November also will feature one of 
OBH’s most popular events, centered 
around Veterans Day. “It’s the biggest 
day of the year for us,” he said. “We 
feed vets for free, all day Saturday of 
Veteran’s Day weekend, there’s outside 
music and a muscle car show in the 
parking lot. Veterans who come for this 
for the first time always come back.”  
For Stidham, himself a Vietnam vet, 
veteran issues are a key focus for OBH’s 
community outreach.  

“For a couple of weeks before 
Veterans Day we do a big fund-raiser for 
Tunnel to Towers, matching funds our 
customers give,” he said. Tunnel to 
Towers helps provide mortgage-free 
homes to military and fallen first-respon-
der families and builds homes adapted 
for injured veterans and first responders.  

“I’m very fortunate to be able to do 
all this at my age,” Stidham said. “I 
couldn’t do it without the staff. I don’t 
have any turnover. It’s a very upbeat, 

cheerful environment, for customers 
and for staff.”  

To say Stidham pampers employees 
may be an understatement. One recent 
staff event included a pedicure party.  

“I didn’t just pay for it, I had one!” he 
said. “In November the girls are going to 
a place in Scottsdale where they teach 
you how to blend your own lipstick.”  

OBH is very much a family spot. 

“We’re not on Camelback or Scottsdale 
Road,” Stidham said. “We’re out here in 
the neighborhood. We have a very 
diverse clientele from all over the Valley, 
especially on weekends. It’s kind of like 
‘Cheers.’ I try to greet everybody who 
comes in the restaurant. I know all their 
names, and when a new person comes 
in, my servers know to introduce me.   

“We take hospitality to the next 

level. Our goal is to exceed the cus-
tomer’s expectations, starting from the 
parking lot. Every aspect should be 
‘Wow’ and ‘Welcome.’  

Original Breakfast House, at 13623 
N. 32nd St., is open from 6:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m., seven days a week. The restau-
rant is cash-only and does not accept 
credit or debit cards. A fee-free ATM is 
available in the lobby. For information, 
call 602-482-2328, or visit www.origi-
nalbreakfasthouse.com.  
 

North Central O.H.S.O.  
nearing completion 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

Residents who have been looking 
forward to the opening of the new 
North Central O.H.S.O. Brewery and 
Eatery & Little O’s location, won’t have 
to wait too much longer, according to 
the owners. 

“We’re excited to share an update 
on our project to revitalize one of 
Arizona’s most historic venues — a 
place that’s been a central hub in the 
community since 1883,” said owner 

The interior of the forthcoming North Central O.H.S.O location is coming together as the 
owners seek a fall 2023 opening (submitted photo).

please see COMPLETION on page 46
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Brian Roehrich. “Thanks to the invalu-
able insights from the Sunnyslope 
Historical Society and the creative 
touch of Arts Cool Phoenix, we’re cre-
ating a space that honors the neighbor-
hood’s rich heritage and spirit.” 

The building, located along the 
Arizona Canal at 8525 N. Central Ave., 
was most recently the bicycle-centric 
Spoke & Wheel. The property itself 
started as a dance hall in 1883, where 
people would travel tree-lined dirt 
roads to enjoy the music of Robinson’s 
Orchestra. By 1934, it had secured the 
state’s second liquor license, transform-
ing into The Arbor, where people 
dined, danced and relaxed in an old-
fashioned beer garden.  

“Throughout the years, despite 
changing names and owners, it has 
remained a vibrant community gathering 
spot,” Roehrich continued. “We are fully 
committed to continuing that legacy.”  

He added that learning about its 
rich past has only deepened the team’s 
commitment to preserving the architec-
tural integrity and soul of the building.  

coffee spot also offers a wide selection 
of pastries and quick bites. Visit 
www.windowcoffeebar.com. 

North Central offers a number of 
other independent go-to coffee spots. 
Favorites include Copper Star Coffee, 
located in a re-purposed service station 
at 4220 N. 7th Ave. Check out their 
Lavender mocha and don’t miss their 
in-house baked pastries and made from 
scratch bagels. Visit www.copperstar-
coffee.com. 

Other favorites that are Melrose 
adjacent include First Draft Book Bar 
at Changing Hands Bookstore — 
another adaptive reuse at 300 W. 
Camelback Road. Check out the 
Smaug, Earl Gray tea steeped in espres-
so and lavender syrup, topped with a 
milk of choice, either steamed or iced. 
First Draft also serves up wine, beer 
and pastries. Learn more at www.first-
draftbookbar.com.  

Another homegrown coffee purvey-
or, Press Coffee, opened earlier in 2023 
at the Sprout’s Osborn location at 7th 
Avenue and Osborn. Try the Espresso 
Honey Cinnamon Shaker — an iced 
concoction with espresso, honey, vanil-
la, cinnamon and oat milk. Also offered 
at this location, baked goods from 
Mark Chacón’s Chacónne Patisserie. 
Visit www.presscoffee.com. 

Further afield, visit another local 
hotspot, Luci’s Marketplace. Located 
on the northwest corner of 16th Street 
and Bethany Home Road, patrons will 
find so much more than coffee, but the 
Dirty Chai latte hits the sweet spot for 
those wanting a hot or cold spicy, caf-
feinated treat. Neighbors can also stop 
by The Other Bar, in the same build-
ing, or visit the sister location, Luci’s at 
The Orchard at 7100 N. 12th St., for a 
delightful outdoor dining experience. 
Learn more at www.lucisgoodness.com. 

Of course, if pumpkin spice is the 
only thing that will bring the season to 
your cup, rest assured you can find it at 
most of these establishments.  
 

Dining Briefs 
Travel the 
Urban Ale Trail 

Downtown Phoenix Inc.’s annual 
Urban Ale Trail returns for its 10th year 
with a Halloween-themed event 
Saturday, Oct. 28. 

Beyond its variety of creative culi-
nary options, Downtown Phoenix also 
boasts an extensive and diverse craft beer 

“Preservation has challenges, and 
our construction journey has had a few 
unexpected turns. Yet, we’re navigating 
each step with respect for its history 
and excitement for its future. While we 
are hopeful for a fall opening, we have 
yet to finalize a specific date as we con-
tinue working on some unexpected yet 
necessary improvements. We can’t wait 
to open our doors and start this venue’s 
next chapter with all of you.” 

Stay up to date on the location’s 
progress at www.ohsobrewerycon-
cepts.com/central. 
 

Local coffee spots 
offer seasonal flavors 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

Even before the official arrival of 
fall, the seasonal “pumpkin spice” made 
a return to many coffee house menus. 
But there are other flavor profiles out 
there year-round that not only capture 
the spirit of the season, but tantalize 
the taste buds. Here are a few of those 
flavors and where to find them at local 
joints in North Central. 

New to the Melrose neighborhood, 

Window Coffee Bar opened in July at 
903 W. Camelback Road in the former 
Goldberg & Osborne building. The 
renovated space is open, friendly and 
bustling on a daily basis, and the own-
ers expect the drive-through window 
service to be open by fall. For a flavor-
ful start to the day, try the Aztec Mocha 
latte. Added to the chocolate profile is 
cinnamon and other hints of spice. The 

please see ALE TRAIL on page 48

GIORNALE D’ AMICIZIAGIORNALE D’ AMICIZIA
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7509 North 12th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 

Phone: 602-975-8294 
The place for everyone - 

"good times, good laughs,  
great food." 

Come on in and enjoy our great restaurant and other social activities! 
Dining • Bingo • Bunco • Karaoke • Bocce • Live Entertainment

OUR CLUB IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 

Need space for a holiday party, 
meeting, celebration or other event?

Need RV, vehicle or boat storage? 
Rent a space at the Club!

The Club offers 
rental facilities that 
can accommodate 
up to 75 guests in 
our Conference 
Rooms or up to 250 
guests in our 
Venetian Banquet 
Hall. On-site food 
preparation is avail-
able for almost any 
menu needs 

Come by and check out our facilities! 
For more information call Cirillo Galindo at 602-632-5228  

or email Cuisine.galindo@gmail.com

Store your car, boat, travel trailer, RV, bus  
or any other vehicle in our parking lot. 
Reasonable weekly or monthly rates. 

Dry storage - no electrial or water. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 480-262-4504

COMPLETION continued from page 45

The Aztec Mocha offers a flavor-packed start 
to the day at Window Coffee Bar (photo by 
Kathryn M. Miller).
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SATURDAY + WEDNESDAY MORNINGS    |    CENTRAL + BETHANY HOME    |    PHOENIX

UPTOWN 
FARMERS MARKET

We Accept Cash, Credit, Debit, 
SNAP/EBT, DUFB, WIC, FMNP

CONTACT WAYS TO PAY FOLLOW US LOCATION
uptownmarketaz.com

bo@uptownmarketaz.com
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

@uptownmarketaz
5757 N Central Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85012

Celebrating our 
9th Fall Season!

Uptown Saturday
•  Open Year-Round

•  Hours: 8a-1p
•  180 Vendors

•  Ample Parking

Uptown Wednesday
•  Open October thru April

•  Hours: 9a-1p
•  70+ Vendors
•  Live Music

This market would not be possible without the continuous support 
of the North Phoenix Baptist Church
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scene. Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to taste (and sip) their way 
through some of the state’s best bars and 
restaurants Oct. 28 from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Each location will serve three varieties of 
4-ounce beer samples for $5 each, plus a 
complimentary snack. There is no regis-
tration necessary, and the Trail is self-
guided and can be done in any order.  

Organizers remind participants to 
bring cash for samples/tips; don’t forget 
the sunscreen and good walking shoes, 
and add, “please don’t drink and drive 
(that means bikes, too).” 

Kick off the Urban Ale Trail at 
Downtown Phoenix, Inc., 1 E. 
Washington St., Ste. 230. For more  infor-
mation, visit www.dtphx.org/aletrail. 
 
Former Shady’s spot 
goes Sunny 

Sunny’s Lounge (Say Less) opened 
Sept. 19 in the former neighborhood 
spot that, for almost two decades, was 
Shady’s Fine Ales and Cocktails. 

The new neighborhood bar is 
designed especially for those in the food 

and beverage sector, according to the 
team behind Sunny’s — the hospitality 
group Barter & Shake, known for its 
Century Grand concept up the road at 
3626 E. Indian School Road. Inspired 
by the catchphrases deeply ingrained in 
the service industry, Sunny’s Lounge 
(Say Less) takes its name from one such 
expression that encapsulates the essence 
of teamwork and camaraderie, Mat 
Snapp, EVP of operations of Barter & 
Shake, explained. 

“‘Say Less’ is more than just a name; 
it’s our mantra. It represents our com-
mitment to understanding your needs 
without you having to say much, offer-
ing a personalized experience for each 
guest,” Snapp said. He added that in ser-
vice industry parlance, “Say Less” means 
an agreement or an understanding with-
out further comment. It encourages 
direct, succinct communication without 
unnecessary detail. It means, “We’ve got 
your back!” This ethos is at the heart of 
the establishment. 

Sunny’s Lounge is located at 2701 
E. Indian School Road. For more infor-
mation, visit www.drinkmoresay 
less.com. 
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DINE above IT ALL
O P E N  N I G H T L Y

J & G  S T E A K H O U S E  at T H E  P H O E N I C I A N
6000 e. camelback rd. scottsdale, az 85251 | 480.214.8000 |  jgsteakhousescottsdale.com

Taste of Japan lands  
in Phoenix 

Heritage Square will play host to 
Taste of Japan as it heads to Phoenix 
for the first time. The cultural experi-
ence and food extravaganza will take 
place Oct. 7–8 offering authentic 
Japanese food, drink, pop culture, 
anime, cosplay, entertainment, shop-
ping and other fun activities at a fami-
ly-friendly event.  

Taste of Japan will feature vendors 
and restaurants offering a variety of 
food from traditional dishes to an array 
of street foods. Go for the food, and 
stay for the entertainment with live 
music, Japanese drummers, martial 
artists, anime and pop culture that will 
offer fun for all ages.  

The adults won’t want to miss 
Yokocho Fest (21 and over), a full sake 
experience. This “VIP” experience tick-
et will include premium sake tastings, 
sponsored goodies and more.  

In addition, a Tuna Cutting Show 
will take place Saturday, Oct. 7, 
between 1–2 p.m. Fresh cut tuna and 
sushi can be purchased from “Sushi 
Boy” in the Yokocho area. 

Heritage Square is located at 113 
N. Sixth St. Tickets available include 1-
day ($15), 2-day ($25) and VIP ($69). 
For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.tasteofjpn.com. 
 
Birdcall is now open 
in North Central  

Birdcall’s new North Central 
Phoenix restaurant is now open in the 
former Burger King location at 7025 
N. 7th St. The location, which opened 
Sept. 25, is the chain’s second in the 
Valley, with a third opening this fall.  

Birdcall’s focus is on all-natural, 
made-to-order menu items that include 
sandwiches — everything from a 
Nashville Hot to the Rancher and 
Grilled Chicken Caesar to the “Meati” 
vegetarian — salads, tenders and sides. 
The restaurant also offers a breakfast 
menu, desserts, cocktails, beer, canned 
wine, shakes and more. 

In addition, to support the commu-
nities that it serves, Birdcall donates 
one percent of all purchases to the local 
community. 

For menu, hours, or more informa-
tion, visit www.eatbirdcall.com.
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LEATHER FURNITURE CARE 
Your Leather Looking Shabby? 

Cat, Dog Scratches, Dry, Fading? 
 

“IT CAN LOOK NEW AGAIN” 
We carry raw local honey! 

602-248-7862 
UDDER FINERY LEATHER CARE 

ESTABLISHED 1970

Remodeling and Repair Contractor 
Concrete • Patios • Windows • Painting • Drywall 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC #201515 

(480) 217-9663  
or WesselandBaker@gmail.com

Ryan’s Removal 
Oleander, Tree and Stump Removal 
Dirt • Concrete • Hauling • Delivery 

Lot Clearing • Pool Removal 
Insured - Bonded 

Call for free esitmate 

602-451-6120 
ryansremoval@gmail.com 

oleanderremoval.com 

Need a Plumber? 
Call Sandy Holland Plumbing!

All Types Plumbing and Gas 
Whole Home Filters starting at $795 complete 

 Water Heaters installed starting at $1,195 complete  
Work Guaranteed • References on Request 

35 Years Experience • Insured • No Job Too Small! 

602-510-9600 
Free Estimates 

Not a licensed contractor 

Quandt  
Landscaping 
Landscaping Installations & Makeovers

Sprinklers • Brickwork • Patios • Pavers 
Gravel • Sod • Shrubs • Trees 

Outdoor Lighting 

Call for free estimates 

602-481-8571

We can help improve most health challenges

Your insurance plan may cover 
acupuncture. Fill out the insurance 
form at NaturalMedicineDetox.com

• Acupuncture 
• Colon  
   Hydrotheraphy 

• Homeopathy 
• Hypnotherapy 
• Infrared Sauna 

• Ionic Footbaths 
• Ozone Therapy 
• Cupping 
• IV Therapy(602) 307-0888

NaturalMedicineDetox.com • 2701 N. 7th St., Phoenix

Call Michael Slugocki
Your Neighborhood Tra�  c 

& Defense Attorney
480-466-0113

Mention this ad for a neighborly discount. 

MEDINA’S
L A N D S C A P I N G

Luis
602.486.5574

CALL NOW!
FREE ESTIMATE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS • IRRIGATION INSTALL & REPAIR
SOD INSTALLATION • LANDSCAPE LIGHTING • PAVERS

TREE REMOVAL • TRIMMING & PRUNING • TREE PLANTING

Please call or text Please call or text 
for a free estimate.for a free estimate.

We are here for all your We are here for all your 
landscaping needs!landscaping needs!

…has residential (private pay) openings  
for men with developmental and  

intellectual disabilities 
…has openings for care-givers (must have  
proof of vaccination against CoVID-19). 

Call 602-943-4789 for further info.

Tim Moses/Nick Day
Owners/Moving Specialists

623-349-1035

Same day small load 
moves are our specialty!

We move furniture & appliances!

Quick Trip Movers

$

Is your house ready for a makeover?
Building your dream house?

We can help!

602.508.0800
www.liwindow.com

• Replacement  windows
• New Construction windows
• Multi-Slide – Bi-folding doors                             
• Entry, French and Patio doors
• Barn doors & Hardware
• Interior Doors and Trim
• Window coverings and shutters

Stop by our new showroom: 4454 E. Thomas Road
ROC #179513

WINDOWS/DOORS
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Put your ad here! 
Call 

North Central News  
at 

602-277-2742 
to find out how!

For all your  
printing needs 
480-967-2180

SPRINKLER/LANDSCAPE 
INSTALLATION-REPAIRS 

DESIGN/BUILD • LIGHTING 
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

602-292-5657 

Doug Fleming, Owner                         ROC # 098462

Read our Yelp reviews!
ROC # 299666

xtra Mile
CompaCompany

Painting
Mention this ad 

and receive

20% OFF
all interior and 
exterior work

“Going the extra mile in 
service, craftmanship 
and cleanliness.”

We also do 
kitchen cabinets! 

FREE written 
estimates in 24 

hours!
Call us today at 

602.521.2662
www.extramilepaintingaz.com

Our painters 
paint with pride! 

602.690.3111
OFFICE@CLWPLUMBING.COM

1943 W. NORTH LANE, SUITE 8 | PHOENIX, AZ 85021
WWW.CLWPLUMBING.COM | ROC265095 K-77

Complete Plumbing and 
Drain Cleaning Repair

602-663-8432
If water runs through it, we do it!

Not a licensed contractor

A. J. Birdwell 
Plumbing 

602-274-4121
Water • Sewers • Water Heaters 

 Repairs are our Specialty!! 

NO TRAVEL CHARGES • FREE ESTIMATES
ROC # 0457777 • Licensed • Bonded

Unique painting process with customer's 
convenience in mind

Expert craftsman in fi ne fi nishes
Sherwin WIlliams highest quality paints

Enclosed spray booth on jobsite

Call or text 
602-550-0911 602-550-0911 

for a quote.
No $ down until job 

is completed!
Locally owned by Al McClain ROC#333191And ... Window Shutters

www.azcabinetpaintingllc.com

az-comfortair.com

(602) 908-6329 
• Installs 
• Service all brands 
• Repairs 
• Heat pump master  
  technician  
• Free estimate  
 
 
 

Locally owned & operated 

Bonded, Licensed & Insured

TUNE UP 
SPECIAL $55 

Call for details!

746 E. Dunlap • Phoenix, AZ • 85020

Chairs • Pillows • Slipcovers • Patio Cushions

Serving the Valley since 1990
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It’s not too late to

VACCINATE
Get your

Flu, Covid,
and Shingles 

  shots*

Walgreens
3402 N. Central Ave.

October 7, 2023
9:00am - 12:00pm

Reminder to bring your
health insurance card

Area Agency on Aging is providing
vaccination clinics. Call 602-264-2255 for more 
information or to find a clinic located near you.

This project is supported by the Adminstration for Community Living (ACL, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)) through USAging as part of a financial 
assistance award to USAaging totaling $74,999,835 with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
view of, nor an endorsement, by USAging, ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government. 

*A $10 Walgreens Gift Card
will be given to those
receiving the vaccine
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ROC 057434 
ROC 072088 

Licensed 
Bonded • Insured

Serving the Valley  
since 1978 

CALL FOR YOUR free in-home estimate! 

602-944-3658 
www.kirkremodelers.com

Turning Dreams into Reality Since 1978

     Kitchens • Bathrooms • Master Suites        
              Additions • Second Stories 
                    Windows & Doors 
                              Gut Renovations

don’t let a renovation 
get you spooked - call us!!

Custom Remodeling  
Design/Build 

PARTNERSHIP POWERED WITH 
NOAH KOVNER, CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE, LLC
BRANCH NMLS 2060100 | NOAHKOVNER.COM

Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. 
Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. All borrowers must meet minimum 
credit score, loan-to-value, debt-to-income, and other requirements to 
qualify for any mortgage program. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC NMLS3029  
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).

602.595.4200 • HALPERNRESIDENTIAL.COM • @HALPERNRESIDENTIAL

NORTH CENTRAL BORN, 

RAISED AND LIVING.

TOP 1% OF AGENTS 
IN MARICOPA COUNTY 

SINCE 2015.


