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City prepares for
General Plan vote

By Kathryn M. Miller

As the city of Phoenix moves closer to finalizing
its 2025 General Plan Update, the Planning and
Development Department spent late November and
December presenting the PlanPHX draft to residents
at a series of six “Road Show” events. Each event had
a specific focus, but the overarching theme was
“Creating a More Connected Phoenix.”

The General Plan is required by state law (A.R.S.
9-461-06) to be updated every 10 years. The voter-
approved long-range planning tool is meant to pro-
vide a vision and policies for the growth and devel-
opment of cities. In 2015, Phoenix voters approved
an update to the Phoenix General Plan, referred to as
PlanPHX. Once the current plan is finalized it will go
to Phoenix voters in November of this year.

At two different PlanPHX presentations in North
Central areas, residents offered their varying opinions
about the needs in their neighborhoods. At both the
Nov. 30 meeting at Park Central and the Dec. 5
meeting at Cholla Library, the focus was on Transit
Oriented Communities.

Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) are broad-
ly defined by the city as areas with compact, pedes-
trian-scaled, mixed-use developments strategically
located within a short walk of high-capacity transit.
The intent of TOC is to make walking, bicycling and
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By Kathryn M. Miller

The city of Phoenix’s Century Library, located on
Highland Avenue just east of State Route 51, celebrat-
ed its 50th anniversary Dec. 16 with an open house cel-
ebration featuring family-friendly activities, giveaways
and remarks from city leadership. In addition to the
branch staff and community members, City Librarian
Rita Hamilton, Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego and
Councilman Kevin Robinson joined in the festivities.
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We caught up with Robinson, who
represents Council District 6, at the event,
and he talked about the importance of
libraries and general and his own personal
connection to the Century Branch.

“Libraries have always been a main-
stay in our communities,” Robinson said.
“They’ve been there in times of need for
people. [At the event] one young lady
spoke about when she first moved here.
The first thing her mom did was get them
a library card. They couldn’t afford a lot
of things, DVDs and things like that. So,
they were able to check it out at the
library. That’s so important.

“I have a background in law enforce-

Century Library
staff members were
joined by City
Librarian Rita
Hamilton, Phoenix
Mayor Kate
Gallego and
Councilman Kevin
Robinson as the
branch celebrated
its half-century
mark on Dec. 16
(photo by Kathryn
M. Miller).
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ment, 36 years, and I know, especially with young
folks, that they have to have something to do, because
if they don’t, they’ll find something to do, and we
would much rather them be using their time in a
more productive way. The libraries have always been
there for that very reason.

“For me personally, this library specifically, I used
to come here and study for the sergeant’s exam. That
was in 1986, I think. It was several months, several
hours a week hunkered down in the corner. It’s been
remodeled a few times, but I would hunker down the
corner and just study.”

These types of stories are familiar to many in the

please see LIBRARY on page 6
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CANIGLIA GROUP

Your local real estate specialists, serving the
North Central community since 1983!

fe01 N CENTRAL AVE 27, Phoenix, AL B5020

$1,185,000

NEWLISTING

01 E OHEGON AVE, Phonix, AL BS0O12

$580,000

642 W AUGUSTA AVE 7887 N 16TH ST #114 7823 N 3RD WAY 5353 N LA PLAZA CIR, 1224 E LUPINE AVE
Phoenix, AZ 85021 Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phoenix, AZ 85012 Phoenix, AZ 85020

$950,000 $425,000 $1,850,000 $799,000 $750,000



From the Editor

Happy New Year, North Central
neighbors!

Like many of you, as 2024 rolls in,
we are taking a moment to reflect on
the previous year and think about the
year ahead — and
considering ways
that we can better

serve our reader-
ship. We would
love to have your
feedback. What
types of story
coverage are you
looking for or what would you like to
see more or less of?

Have you visited our website
recently (www.northcentralnews.net)?
How is it working for you? Are there
any features that you would like to see
added? Feel free to drop me a line at
kathryn@northcentralnews.net. Also, if
you are not already following us on

social media, you can find North
Central News on Facebook and
Instagram: @NorthCentralNewsPHX.

In this first issue of 2024, our cover
stories focus on Century Library, which
celebrated a
December, and the continuing efforts
by the City of Phoenix to prepare for
the General Plan 2025 update.

Also this month, read about the
Melrose District’s Sandfish and
Whiskey in our Café Chat with

Marjorie Rice, and catch up on all of

major milestone in

the other community, business, dining
and school news, as well as explore our
round-up of things to do in the Valley
this month and beyond.

We look forward to connecting
with you in 2024 and hope that you
enjoy our January issue. Until next
month, all my best!

Kathryn M. Miller
Editor, North Central News

kathryn@northcentralnews.net

SWISS
BIOLOGIC
DENTISTRY

4202 North 32nd Street, Suite A Phoenix, Arizona 85014 p. 602.956.4800

%#210221

¥:1-X-1-

Includes up to 6 quarts full synthetic
motor oil and filter. Does not include
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bracket free orthodontics
remove mercury fillings
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BLINK

EYE CARE PHX

DR. MASTORES

6040 N 7th St Suite 300
Phoenix, AZ 85014

602-825-3937
Open Tuesday - Friday

Specializing in:
* Dry Eye Treatments

* Digital Eye Health
& Headaches

* Myopia Management
Program for Kids

Visit our website
to easily schedule
an appointment online.

BLINKPHX.COM
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$25
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The Phoenix City Council voted in December to reduce the speed limit along 15 stretches of
the city’s roadways, including several spots in North Central (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

City reduces
speed limits

At its Dec. 6 meeting, the Phoenix
City Council voted unanimously to
approve the reduction of speed along
15 stretches of Phoenix roadways.
Twelve of the changes were made due
to traffic and road conditions —
whether based on Complete Streets
Policy or to create a consistent speed
limit for the corridor — and three were
made for record-keeping purposes,
where the current speed did not match
the current ordinance.

Twice annually, the Phoenix Street
Transportation Department does a
comprehensive review of Phoenix City
Code with regards to local speed limits.
In fall 2023, department staff proposed
the changes that Council approved.

Changes in the North Central area
include the following reductions from
35 mph to 30 mph based on Complete
Streets’ context sensitive speed limit
policy: Hatcher Road, from 19th
Avenue to Central Avenue; Osborn
Road; and 12th Street from Indian
School Road to Mountain View Road.

According to the city’s website, the
goal of its Complete Streets Policy is to
create a more sustainable transportation
system that is safe and accessible for
everyone. Complete streets provide
infrastructure that encourages active
transportation such as walking, bicy-
cling, transportation choices and
increased connectivity. Through the pol-
icy, the primary focus of street design
will no longer be solely on the speed and
efficiency of automobile travel, but on
the safety and comfort of all users of the

public right-of-way (ROW).

Within the policy, “context sensi-
tive” means that there is no one-size-
fits-all approach to design. It reads in
part, “Flexibility enables projects to be
tailored to the specific needs of each
community with regards to their sur-
rounding land uses and street character,
allowing for the selection of facilities
and amenities best suited to the needs
of each community.” Read more at
www.phoenix.gov/streets/complete-
streets-program.

Other North Central changes
include a reduction from 45 mph to 40
mph to create consistent speed limit for
the following corridors: Lincoln Drive,
800 feet east of Ocotillo Road to 32nd
Street; 24th Street, Montebello Avenue
to Lincoln Drive; and 32nd Street,
Arizona Canal to Lincoln Drive.

To learnt which other streets have
reduced speed limits, or to dig deeper
into the studies behind the changes, visit
www.phoenix.gov/streets/speedlimit
change.

WEB EXCLUSIVE:

Change your world, one
neighborhood at a time

North Central Phoenix’s neighbor-
hoods, and the challenges facing them,
are as unique as the neighbors them-
selves — from Carnation to Sunnyslope
and everywhere in between. But there
is one thing that they all have in com-
mon: great things happen when neigh-
bors work together to bring about a
transformation.

Read the full story on our website
at www.northcentralnews.net
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Wishing you a
Happy Holiday Season!
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LIBRARY continued from page 1

community, and as the Phoenix Public
Library system celebrates its own mile-
stone — 125 years — we talked to Lee
Franklin for some history and perspec-
tive. Franklin is not only the public
information officer for the Library
Department but is a major cheerleader
for libraries in general.

Opened Sunday, Dec. 16, 1973, the
Century branch was the seventh in the
library system. The library is currently
located  within  the  Camelback
Colonnade, in 1973, it was known as
the Sears-Rhodes Mall. This branch
came about because of a 1969 study
done by the Phoenix Growth
Committee, which recommended
adding a library to the fast-growing area,
and the Phoenix City Council agreed.
The area has seen a lot of changes since
that time, most dramatically, SR51
being built immediately to the west of
the building in 1990, and the library
itself is a historical snapshot of our com-
munities at the time Franklin says.

“If you look at our Phoenix Public
Library system, we have kind of a cluster-
ing of our library branches that came into

www.northcentralnews.net

COMMUNITY

existence during this window,” Franklin
said. “And one of the concepts at that
time was to include a library facility
either as part of or very closely adjacent to
shopping centers or malls, as the mall
concept evolved and came into being.”

The name “Century” has double
reference. Most of the Phoenix library
names are inspired by desert plants,
Franklin added. Century is a desert
plant, but also the library was the first
new library built during the second
century of the Phoenix Public Library’s
history — it was officially established
in June 1898.

Fast forward to 2023 and the
Century Library serves as something as
a commuter library, due to its conve-
nience along the 51. Currently, all
libraries are seeing an increase in foot
traffic and Century welcomes more
than 5,000 visits per month, with
around 6,000 items checked out each
month. And the future is bright for
Phoenix libraries with a Bookmobile,
24-hour book lockers and more in the
works, thanks in part to ARPA funding.

At the end of the day, though,
Franklin says that libraries do so much
more for communities than just pro-
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viding a place where people can check
out a book. They are also a place to
access the internet, to gather with
neighbors, to find enriching and enter-
taining programs and resources. And
sometimes, just a place to be. And it’s
all offered free of charge.

She added, “We are that open access
to information, and we literally have
something for everybody. If somebody
needs to get information, start at the
library. If we don’t have that book or we
don’t have that piece of information, we
know where to go find it. Anything that
anybody’s got going on or wanting to
figure out — always start at the library.”

Century Library is located at 1750
E. Highland Ave. To learn more about
this and other branches in the Phoenix
Public ~ Library  system,
www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org.

visit

PREPARES continued from page 1
using transit convenient, safe and
enjoyable for daily life.

Before Planning staff spoke about the
impact of transit, however, they put forth
the city’s accomplishments since 2015,
including establishing the Transportation
2050, 2050 Sustainability, Housing
PHX, PHX Food Action, Climate
Action, Transit Oriented Development
(TOD) Policy and Road Safety Action
plans, as well as Reimagine PHX,
Historic Preservation partnerships and an
Arts/Culture inventory.

Although the city established these
plans over the past 8 years, opinions at
the meetings varied as to how success-
ful the implementation has been, par-
ticularly at  the Nov. 30
Midtown/Uptown  meeting  with
regards to TOD and road safety. At that
meeting, Planning director Joshua
Bednarek spoke about how the city is
reinventing and connecting its 15
urban Villages, each of which have a
Character Plan in place, and how that
relates to the General Plan.

Since 2015, 63 rezoning cases have
been approved in Midtown/Uptown,
the majority have been built and eight
more are currently under construction.
Beyond rezoning, seven other major
projects have been built, with one
under construction. Developments
since 2015 have brought over 6,500
dwelling units to the area, with anoth-
er 3,800 units planned.

Bednarek then spoke about lessons
learned and what is next for the
Midtown and Uptown areas. With a

please see PREPARES on page 8



www.northcentralnews.net

North Central News January 2024 — Page 7

Your Residential Real Estate Specialist

BOBBY LIEB PC  ASSOCIATE BROI&ER | PARTNER

I'T°S ALL ABOUT
RELATTONSHIPS

My father, Herb, began building
relationships when he first arrived in
the 1960s and my brother and | have
been blessed by many of those same
relationships. | started thinking about
how long | have been in Phoenix and it
has been over half of my life. To say that
we have built long-lasting friendships in
Phoenix would be an understatement.

| have also become a creature of
habit. Besides my morning routine of
getting on the bike, | first take a ride
down to LUX COFFEE, on Central
Avenue. MaryAnn has been a two-latte
devotee since before Jeff Fischer owned
the restaurant in 2005. It really doesn't
matter that | don't drink coffee, their
breakfast sandwiches, creamy oatmedl,
and/or yogurt parfait may not find its
way home. | enjoy the company and new
friendships, made every morning at LUX.

Some of you may remember our
former Mayor of Phoenix and long-
time friend, the Honorable Phil Gordon.
He, along with a cast of characters,
greets me every morning as they hold
court at the entrance of our favorite
neighborhood coffee café, serving
freshly baked goods, lunch and dinner.
Alongside Phil is Eric, an ASU alum
and loyal fan; Joe, a complex flooring
contractor who is a doctor’s dream
because of his many injuries; Rich, a
retired fire captain and Phoenix history
buff; Simon, who provides financial insight
coupled with his English humor; and Joel,
who is a personable attorney (not an
oxymoron), always ready with some quick
sarcasm. There may be a few verbal jabs
and a lot of laughs; suffice to say, we
are definitely building on our friendships.
On occasion, our conversation turns to
our real estate market. They ask if | hold
open houses, which we do — or how the
values are holding up in our community
of North Central, and they are.

In December 2023, we put a home
on the market between the 7's (7th

Avenue and Tth Street) for more than
$1.8 million and the residence sold in one
day. One reason, other than the home
being a gorgeous reconstruction, is
relationships. My current clients (buyers)
have been looking for just the right
home in North Central, thus a buyer

and seller transaction was created. In
addition, agents regularly connect when
they have clients interested in property
and/or homes in our North Central
neighborhoods. It is about connections
and associations, made throughout the
years. | am grateful and understand

that it is a privilege to have sold 63
homes in 2023 for a total of $65 million
in sales, with 20 homes over $1 million.
This includes the $4 million+ home sold in
North Central Phoenix.

We are excited about the many
possibilities in the new year and
understand that while interest rates are
trending downward and our communities
and neighborhoods are experiencing
success, in contrast, the world is still
reeling. Hold on! Continue to build
relationships, honor differences and trust
that some conversation and a cup of
coffee or yogurt parfait is where we can
begin to build community.

Happy, Healthy, and Peaceful 2024,

Bolly Lict

Bobby Lieb, PC

Associate Broker | Partner
Launch Powered By Compass Real Estate
5225 N. Central Ave.

Suite 108

Phoenix, AZ 85012

Mobile: 602.376.1341
bobby@centralphx.com
www.centralphx.com
www.biltmoreazagent.com
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POWERED BY
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PHOEMIX, AZ 85016

Luxury Properties

If you are thinking of buying or selling,
please call me I'd love to help! 602-376-1341

602.376.1341

centralphx.com | biltmoreazagent.com

JUST LISTED

7130 N 2nd St - $1,825,000

DOWNLOAD MY APP! &

Bobby Lieb’s free mobile app provides the
most thorough home search functionality and
the latest inventory directly from the MLS.
Constant updates including new homes for sale
and upcoming open houses at your fingertips.

centralphx.com | biltmoreazagent.com
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:
Thank you for
your support

...we hope
you’'ll pass it on!

The staff of the North Cenfral News would
like o thank you, our readers, for your
continued support, allowing us to provide
quality local news each and every
month. We couldn’t do it without you ...
but we especially couldn’t do it without
the support of our advertisers!
These local businesses are not only vital
to a publication such as ours but also are
the lifeblood of a local economy. So
when you do your shopping for the
holidays and throughout the new year,
please patronize your local small
businesses. You'll find great deals and
unigue items, and you’ll help build a
stfronger local economy.

Shop small, shop local—

and shop
our advertisers!!
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At a Dec. 5 PlanPHX meeting, residents identified areas within the Northwest Extension

www.northcentralnews.net

Phase Il area, near Metrocenter, that need focused attention (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

PREPARES continued from page 6

goal of “preserving and creating a net-
work of vibrant commercial corridors,”
Bednarek said that in the short term,
Planning will stipulate mixed-uses along
Central Avenue where active commer-
cial uses will be removed — something
that many residents have argued did not
happen with many approved develop-
ments — as well as stipulate enhanced
streetscapes, greater connection to parks
and public spaces, encourage developers
to work with communities on how pro-
jects interface with neighborhoods and
promote adaptive reuse. Long-term
goals include updating the Walkable
Urban Code to address all these short-
term aspects as well as to include the
character plans for all the TOC areas.

At the Dec. 5 meeting, the focus
was on the Northwest Extension Phase
IT (NWE) of the Valley Metro light rail,
which is already in the testing phase and
expected to begin service in early 2024,
and how the TOC Plan for the area fits
into the General Plan. The study area
for this TOC runs from 19th Avenue to
35th Avenue and Butler Drive to Peoria
Avenue, excluding 23rd to 19th Avenue
from Dunlap south to Butler.

At the meeting, residents were
asked to identify their main priority for
the future of the area, and safety came
up most often. Other priorities includ-
ed economic vitality and growth, walk-
ability, access to multimodal trans-
portation, hospitals and food, a better
mix of housing (including affordable),
better circulating roadways, as well as
broad efforts to clean up, beautify and
connect communities.

In the works now, the city will create

this TOC plan by asking the communi-
ty to articulate its vision for the future
and how to leverage the potential of the
city’s high-capacity transit investment.
The policy plan will be developed in
three phases, taking place throughout
2024 with a final presentation for action
by Council in winter 2025. Learn more
and take a survey to share your input at
www.phoenix.gov/pdd/tod/northwest-
extension.

Although the General Plan was pre-
sented at 90 Village Planning
Committee meetings over the course of
2023, direct public input has been
somewhat underwhelming, with only
1,700 submissions through the online
surveys, and an average of 50-plus par-
ticipants at the Road Show events. But
residents will have two more opportu-
nities to voice their opinions before the
General Plan 2025 goes to the Council
for final approval.

The Planning Commission will
hold two public hearings, with the first
scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 22, at the
Goelet A. Beuf Community Center,
3435 W. Pinnacle Peak Road. The sec-
ond public hearing will be held March
7 in City Council Chambers. A presen-
tation will be provided on the General
Plan at both hearings and anyone wish-
ing to speak will have an opportunity
to provide public comments. The
Planning Commission will make a rec-
ommendation at the March 7 hearing,
and the mayor and council will vote on
the final plan at an April meeting.

In the meantime, residents who
would like to review the Phoenix
General Plan 2025 Public Hearing Draft
can visit www.phoenix.gov/pdd/gener-
alplan2025.
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NEW YEAR
THANK YOU FOR A GREAT YEAR!

PROPERTIES SOLD IN 2023

3500 E LINCOLN DR 32 506 E MARYLAND AVE 8108 N CENTRAL AVE 7801 N 4TH PL
12 E NORTHVIEW AVE 3012 N 32ND ST 34 9828 N 5TH AVE 3003 E ROSE LN
1017 W GLENN DR 2935 N 68TH ST 123 4247 N 17TH AVE 3820 E CAPTAIN DREYFUS AVE
7037 N 2ND DR 1009 W GLENN DR 7531 W REDFIELD RD 6120 W MORROW DR
1112 W EL CAMINO DR 1350 S GREENFIELD RD 1092 7704 STAYLOR DR 7566 E PLEASANT RUN
937 W LINGER LN 2002 W MULBERRY DR 1135 W GEORGIA AVE 25533 N 140TH DR
2779 E WILDHORSE DR 32483 N 133RD LN 1138 EECHO LN 17 E CORAL GABLES DR
7132 E CHOLLA ST 8027 W POMO ST 2822 E WILLOW AVE 920 W ORANGEWOOD AVE
3601 W DIANA AVE 2202 W CACTUS WREN DR 11640 N TATUM BLVD 3068 7615 N 78TH ST

13251 N 25TH DR 32421 N 23RD AVE 7409 N 10TH ST 4815 E ROBIN LN

| CALLUS AND
EXPERIENCE

THE HIGHLAND TEAM
DIFFERENCE

602-354-7252

Rick Ramella e« Nicole Ramella « Hydie Lutzker Pfeiffer « Phil Geretti

[/ ms =

TITLE AGENCY
A Division of FNTA

C GRAND CANYON

Laura Valenzuela Kathy Zobel
. Sales Executive Branch Manager
5225 N. Central Ave. Suite 107 602.300.9324 602.474.5210

Phoenix, AZ 85012 laura.valenzuela@gcta.com  kathy.zobel@gcta.com
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Don’t throw it out ... recycle it at the

| & Py, RECYCLING
KEEP PHOENIX BEAUTIFUL FESTIVAI-

Saturday, Jan. 6 ¢ 7 a.m. - noon

Christown Spectrum Mall
1607 W. Bethany Home Rd.

ITEMS ACCEPTED ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
Hard Drives, Laptops, CRT Monitors
Computer Towers CRT TVs (curved screens)
Printers, Cell Phones Batteries & Light Bulbs
Flatscreen TVs and Monitors ONLY Prescription Drugs
Other Electronics Hazardous Waste

Bicycles
Nonperishable Food
Housewares, Clothing, Books
Office & School Supplies
Documents to be Shredded

(oil, paint, chemicals, etc.)

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
Westech Recyclers, Bag Central Station, Christown Spectrum, City of Phoenix

Public Works Department, Bike Saviours, Security Data Destruction, Nourish PHX,
Treasures 4 Teachers, & the ADEQ Green Team

For more information about the event, visit

PHOENIXRECYCLES.ORG
or call 602-262-4820

DISCOVER

your new favorite

businesses and get
rewards!

Support Our Community
during light rail
construction with the

Deals & Discounts Pass.

Scan to get your
discounts or visit
valleymetro.org/deals.

N

VALLEY
METRO

cOMMUN'TY

I 5
AT

COMMUNITY

www.northcentralnews.net

Residents can donate blood during an event at Uptown Plaza and enjoy a discount at Huss
Brewing Co. on Jan. 27 (photo courtesy of Uptown Plaza).

Blood drive scheduled
at Uptown Plaza

Uptown Plaza is joining forces with
Vitalant and hosting a blood drive,
Saturday, Jan. 27, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. The bloodmobile trailer will be
stationed along Central Avenue near
Applebee’s.

After donating blood, donors can
celebrate with 15 percent off at Huss
Brewing Co. from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
with proof of donation sign up.

Donors can schedule an appoint-
ment by visiting www.uptownplaza-
phx.com/events. For more information
on donating blood, visit www.vita-
lant.org.

Local church will

host arts events
Beatitudes Church will bring three

artistic events to the community in
January and February.

The church Arts Council is current-
ly hosting the Arizona Print Group.
The winter show will continue through
Jan. 21. In addition, the group is again
sponsoring an exhibit of art by students
at its three neighborhood high schools,
Cortez, Sunnyslope and Washington.
The student art show begins Jan. 28
and will run through Feb. 25.

In addition, the church will present
a jazz concert featuring the Tom
Wakeling Quartet, Sunday, Jan. 21, at
6 p.m. A $10 donation is requested.

Beatitudes Church is located at 555
W. Glendale Ave. For additional infor-

mation about arts events, send an email

to media@beatitudeschurch.org. Learn
more at www.beatitudeschurch.org.

Women'’s League
supports nonprofits

At its seventh annual fall fundraiser,
the North Central Women’s League
(NCWL) raised $7,000 to fund the
social service organizations it supports,
including Native American Connections
Home Base Youth Services, Hope
Women’s Center, The Assistance League
and Sunnyslope School.

The Bubbles and Baskets fundraiser
was held Dec. 7 at the Medlock neigh-
borhood home of Amy Rhoden and fea-
tured a silent auction of 40 baskets — all
created and donated by the club’s mem-
bership. The fundraiser was organized
by Marguerite Brown, Sue Mulligan,
Cara Campbell, Julie Anderson, Julie
Furey, Lisa Gall, Jennifer Goettl, Mari
Sickler, Leslie McKenna, Cindy Mero
and Trish Shyman.

“The committee outdid themselves
this year. While it was fun and festive
the real highlight is our ability to impact
the lives of the students, clients and res-
idents of the nonprofits we support
financially and by volunteering.” said
Ruanne Hobaica, president of NCWL.

A popular stop with attendees was a
permanent jewelry booth. Owner
Sophia Sheehan of Heavenly Links
contributed a $500 donation to
NCWL from jewelry sales at the event.

To learn more about North Central
Women’s League and how to become a
member, www.northcentral
womensleague.org.

visit
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BUY
SELL
INVEST

WITH BRUNO ARAPOVIC

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

$.5 BILLION + 2,500+ AZ's Top Selling REALTOR % % % % %

IN REAL ESTATE SOLD  HOMES SOLD 20X MORE HOMES SOLD OVER 400
SINCE 2021 THAN AVERAGE AGENT 5-STAR REVIEWS

Bruno Arapovic _ @ HQM[SM Mﬂ

602.471.3952 Direct S— 7

Phoenix Business Journal /
. Real Trends
BrunoSellsArizona.com E FQUITABLE

5225 N. CENTRAL AVE, SUITE 104 | PHOENIX, AZ 85012 = [A mis
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Valleylife
opens prep kitchen

Late last year, the city of Phoenix
Neighborhood Services Department
and ValleyLife, a nonprofit that pro-
vides residential services, day activity
centers, vocational services, and in-
home services to Phoenix residents
with disabilities, celebrated the ribbon
cutting of a new healthy prep kitchen.

The kitchen was funded by a
$150,000 Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) from
Neighborhood Services. Located inside
ValleyLife’s existing facility, it will be used
to prepare healthy pre-packaged meal kits,
as part of an effort to enhance the organi-
zation’s Eat Well Feel Great Nutrition
Program, and will serve 25 group homes,
12 of which reside in Phoenix.

“ValleyLife’s mission is to enhance
the quality of life of people with dis-
abilities. Our first goal in achieving this
mission is to ensure the health and safe-
ty of our members. One critical point
of that goal is to provide healthy meals
and nutrition. We are thankful for this
opportunity to expand our nutrition
program with this new kitchen,” said

COMMUNITY

www.northcentralnews.net

District 3 Councilwoman Debra Stark and Neighborhood Services Department Director
Spencer Self (second and fourth from left) were joined by ValleyLife leadership and others
at a Nov. 16 ribbon-cutting event celebrating a new prep kitchen (submitted photo).

the organization’s president and CEO,
Cletus Thiebeau.

Learn more at www.valleylifeaz.org.

Museum hosts
local TV legend

The Sunnyslope Historical Society
invites residents to hear from Mary Jo
West at a January in-person discussion.

West has been called the First Lady
of TV News in Phoenix. She became
the first prime-time anchorwoman in
Phoenix in 1976, opening the door for
the women who followed her. She came
to Phoenix in 1975 as a producer-host
at the Public Broadcasting Station
KAET-TV in Tempe. In 1976, West
accepted a job at KOOL-TV Channel
10, the CBS affiliate.

The Historical Society noted that
her first years there were not easy, as she
shared the anchor desk with an old-
school newsman who saw the news-
room as a “man’s domain” and wasn’t
pleased that a 27-year-old woman
would be sharing his anchor desk.

West wanted to talk about issues
that were vital and to report stories of
substance, and in doing so, she won her
industry’s top awards including the
Peabody, two Rocky Mountain Emmys,
13 Arizona Press Club awards, and the
national "Gracie Allen Award" from
American Women in Radio and TV.
She was the first news woman inducted
into the Arizona Broadcasters Hall of
Fame. The City of Phoenix honored her
with the Martin Luther King Living the
Dream Award for her work fighting dis-
crimination against the mentally ill.

Residents can hear from the TV leg-
end at a Jan. 20 event, held from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m. at the Sunnyslope
Historical Society, 737 E. Hatcher
Road. The event is free; seating is lim-
ited. Refreshments will be served. For
additional information, call 602-684-
1607 or visit www.sunnyslopehistorical
society.org.

Helplng you move from where you are to Where you want to be.

REAL ESTATE
SNAPSHOT

8108N Cenfral Avenve ® 51,520,000
4 bed, 3.5 baths, 3,728 SF

M3 E Glendale » $459,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,318 SF

09 € Son figel 1130000
3 bed, 3 bath, 2,708 SF

Viessses
Y, DIAMOND 7
N0, CLUB 057

<

2020

Realtor

Mary King

1107 E Glendale = $459,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,350 SF

LAUNCH

POWERED

CoOM PASS

5225 N. Central
Suite 108
Phoenix ¢ 85012

Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you.

Launch Powered By Compass

Cell 602.319.4055

www.soldbymaryking.com

8929 E. Aster Drive * $599,000
3bed, 2 bath, 1,526 SF

Thank you for
trusting me with your
real estate needs.

| am so grateful for
each of you.
Cheers to 2024!

To find out more about specifics in your neighborhood,
contact me for a no obligation consultation.
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.. Community .
w...Care Corps
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“\Wolunteer Team!

Provide transportation and assistance to
older adults who need a chaperone after
non-emergency medical procedures

Must have Have or obtain an AZ Training Serve 2-4
reliable Level One Fingerprint will be hours
transportation Clearance Card provided per month

Call 602-291-5025 to learn more!
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Christmas tree

composting available

The city of Phoenix Public Works
Department offers Phoenix residents sev-
eral drop-off locations for their live
Christmas trees and wreaths to be com-
posted. Trees or wreaths may be dropped
off at any of the participating Phoenix
parks anytime through Sunday, Jan. 7.

Only live trees and wreaths are
accepted, not plastic trees and wreaths.
Residents are asked to remove all lights
and decorations before making a drop-f.
Trees and wreaths will be composted at
the city’s 27th Avenue Compost Facility.

Area parks that will accept trees and
wreaths include Cactus Park, Los
Olivos Park Madison Park, Mountain
View Park and Washington Park. In
addition, trees can be dropped off at
the North Gateway Transfer Station,
located at 30205 N. Black Canyon
Hwy. (Dixileta exit), and Sunbelt
Rentals locations will accept items
through Jan. 5, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Find a list of drop-off locations at
www.phoenix.gov/publicworks/christ-
mastrees. Contact Phoenix customer

service at 602-262-6251 or email

www.northcentralnews.net

The city will compost live Chrls’rmos trees and wreaths, which may be dropped off at select
area parks through Sunday, Jan. 7 (photo courtesy of Phoenix Public Works Department).

solid.waste@phoenix.gov for
information.

more

Knights host car show

to support Sisters
The Knights of Columbus Council

#7306 invites residents to join them at
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Parish for
their second annual car show fundraiser.

The event is free for all spectators;
there is a $25 registration fee for each
car exhibited. All makes, models and
years, including pickup trucks and
vans, the
Proceeds from the event will be used to
support the renovation of the Sisters’
Convent at the church.

There are 23 trophy prize categories
up for grabs, and a 50/50 raffle and

are welcome in show.

ol -
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'$2,695,000

It starts with YOUR dream ..

JUST LISTED!

OLD"

$1,385,000

5000 E. Cochise Road

Private, luxurious Paradise Valley estate

The market has changed!

Only a full time Realtor® can help you navigate this very dynamic market.
Whether you are BUYING or SELLING, | am with you Every Step of the Way.

Sam Miller

Associate Broker

Multi Million Dollar Producer
Phoenix Native

Diamond Club Award Winner

“Outstanding work ethic!”
“Tenacious!”

(602) 570-8656

sam.milleraz@gmail.com

817 W. State Ave.

Represented the Buyer

INCREDIBLE!

' $745,000
1452 E. Marshall Ave.

Private gated Cadbury Commons

REALTY

NOW C2EX Endorsed

T
o

B
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!

basket raffle will be held, and food and
drinks will be available for purchase.
The car show will be held Saturday,
Feb. 10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Most Holy Trinity McHugh Hall park-
ing area, 8822 N. 7th St. For addition-
al information or to register your vehi-
cle for the event, call or text Chris

Candia at 623-285-9613.

Musicians featured
at fundraising dinner

Arizona sports organist Bobby
Freeman and soloist Char Freeman will
be featured at Lura Turner Homes™ 14th
Spaghetti Dinner, Saturday, Jan. 27.

The fundraiser will be held at
Madison Baptist, 6202 N. 12th St.,
with seatings at 4 and 6 p.m. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $10 for children
and include a delicious meal by
Personal Touch Catering. In addition,
Hidden Treasures Antiques will have
collectibles and paintings for sale.

All proceeds benefit the men and
women with special needs who live at
Lura Turner Homes Joyce Ridge
Civitan House in central Phoenix. For
tickets or information, contact Max
McQueen at 602-943-4789 or visit

www.luraturnerhomes.org.

MLK award recipients
to be honored at event

Residents are invited to celebrate
the Arizona Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
holiday at the 38th Annual Arizona
MLK “I Still Believe in the Dream"
Awards Breakfast, Friday, Jan. 12, at
the Phoenix Convention Center, South
Ballroom, located at 33 S. 3rd St.

This annual event honors the win-
ners of the Phoenix Human Relations
Commission's Calvin C. Goode — Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. “Lifetime
Achievement Award" and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. “Living the Dream”
Awards. This year, Dennis Prince, Sr.
will be honored with the Lifetime
Achievement Award, and “Living the
Dream” awards will be presented to
Pastor Aubrey L. Barnwell, Kenny W.
Harris, Jalen Herring, Essen Out and
the Honorable Leah Landrum Taylor.

The program begins at 8 a.m., with
registration/check-in beginning at 7
a.m. and ballroom doors opening at
7:30 a.m. Event ticket information is
available at www.azmlk.org.

For additional information, call
602-513-8311.
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GET READY | for fashion envy

ANTHROPOLOGIE
ARHAUS
CORNELIA PARK
EVEREVE
GORJANA
J.CREW
LULULEMON
POTTERY BARN
RYE 51
WILLIAMS-SONOMA
+MORE

SCAN TO UNLOCK FASHION
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Pet of the Month

Meet affectionate,
elegant Eeyore

At just one year young, adorable
Eeyore arrived at the Arizona Humane
Society (AHS) when her owner could
no longer care for her. Upon arrival at
the shelter, the medical team found sev-
eral ticks on her as well as discovered
through bloodwork that she has tick
fever, a condition often easily treated
with medication.

This sweet pup received medical
care through the shelter’s trauma hospi-
tal and after a stay with one of AHS’
Foster Heroes, Eeyore is ready for a
new forever home. For pets like this
adorable American Bulldog, fosters
play an incredibly important role in
their journey to adoption as they pro-
vide a loving, quiet place for pets to
continue receiving care.

A true staff favorite, Eeyore is an
incredibly affectionate girl who loves
everyone she meets. Like most doggos,
the cute pup is food motivated, loves
treats and would be a great candidate
for positive reinforcement training to

When your pet needs us, we're here.

Open 6 days a week |
(602) 358-7815

Eeyore is an affectionate, adorable one-
year-old American Bulldog who loves every-
one she meets (photo courtesy of Arizona
Humane Society).

help her build her confidence. Eeyore
also loves a “good lean,” which is her
way of asking for you to pet her. Those
interested in meeting the elegant
Eeyore are encouraged to visit AHS’s
adoption website to learn more.

If Eeyore (pet number 756502) has
already been adopted, please take a
moment to meet some of the other

dogs, cats and other companion ani-
mals at the shelter. To see all adoptable
animals currently available at the
visit

Arizona Humane Society,
www.azhumane.org/adopt.

AZPetVet Madison

p Animal Hospital & Grooming

COMMUNITY

www.northcentralnews.net

‘Pets on Parade’
celebrates 65 years

For the last six-and-a-half decades,
“Pets on Parade” has touched the lives
of pet lovers in Arizona and has inspired
community action by featuring adopt-
able pets, educating the community on
animal welfare, providing resources for
pet owners and advocating for the sick,
injured and abused animals rescued by
Arizona Humane Society (AHS).

“Pets on Parade” is the longest-run-
ning local television show in Arizona
and debuted in December 1958, just
one year after AHS was founded. The
show celebrated its 65th anniversary
Saturday, Dec. 16, after the airing of
the Fiesta Bowl Parade.

Each week, approximately 20,000
viewers of all ages tune in and it is esti-
mated that approximately 35,000 dogs,
cats and critters have found their forev-
er homes thanks to the unique, in-kind
exposure courtesy of 3TV.

“Not only is ‘Pets on Parade’ Arizona’s
cutest show, it truly is a lifesaving plat-
form that has allowed AHS to continue
advocating for our community’s most

SW Corner of 7th St. and Glendale Ave. | MadisonAHAZ.com

vulnerable pets for 65 years and count-
ing,” said Kelsey Dickerson, current host
of Pets on Parade. “Thanks to this unique
partnership, 3TV has helped tens of
thousands of homeless pets find their for-
ever homes while bringing joy and laugh-
ter to people throughout Arizona each
week. We look forward to the next 65
years of adorable, lifesaving TV.”

The special anniversary episode
revisited the last 65 years and featured
a lineup of special guests, while also
honoring the late Marge Wright, the
beloved host of “Pets on Parade” for
more than 40 years. Wright passed
away Aug. 26, 2014, at the age of 89,
and it is estimated she provided more
than 7,000 volunteer hours to the pets
she adored so much.

To learn more and view past
episodes visit www.azhumane.org/pet-
sonparade, www.youtube.com/arizon-
ahumanesociety and
www.youtube.com/azfamily.

Festival raises
adoption awareness

Doggie Street Festival is dedicated
to increasing dog and cat adoption
through its yearly festival, which will be
held Saturday, Jan. 27, this year.

The free admission event is designed
to be an informative experience that
promotes public awareness and educates
on issues of responsible adoption, fos-
ter, spay/neuter and conscientious pet
guardianship. The festival provides a
diverse range of information on topics
concerning pet care, health, training
and well-being, and celebrates pet com-
panions and urges the public to act,
advocate and work together to effect
positive change and help end the
tragedy that is pet homelessness.

Attendees are invited to bring their
friendly dogs and enjoy music, photo
opportunities, contests and other enter-
tainment. Booths featuring pet products
and services, food, vet tips and more will
be on site. Rescues in attendance may
include Any Rat Rescue, AZ Basset
Hound Rescue, Arizona Border Collie
Rescue, Arizona Husky Rescue, Desert
Labrador Retriever Rescue, Foothills
Animal Rescue, Home Fur Good, Lost
Dogs of Arizona, MASH Unit, Police
and Paws Project and Regal Dane Rescue.

Doggie Street Festival will be held
Jan. 27 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Steel
Indian School Park, 300 E. Indian
School Road. Visit www.doggiestreetfes-
tival.org/phoenix for more information.
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THINKING OF MAKING A MOVE?

Allow me to successfully guide you through the home buying and selling journey!

MOWVE IN READY

1538 E Rowal Palm Rd
£535,000
d bed / 2 Bath, 1,563 5qft

At Axia, we focus on creating a loan experience
that's intuitive and quick! Our goal is to give people
the chance to take pride in their homes through
ownership. It's fitting that this goal is built on the
foundation of a company owned by its employees.

Dan can offer you a wide array of custom loan solutions.
Plus, Axia offers competitive pricing for a top-notch loan
experience. You'll sit down at the closing table a more
confident and educated homeowner.

We are so grateful to have had Eric as our Realtor. He just knocked it out of the park! Being first-time sellers, we had
tons of questions. He answered everything quickly and did everything he could to make the process seamless and
efficient. Professional, savvy, compassionate, he's got it all. Thank you for going above and beyond for us, Eric!”

IN ESCROW MOVE IN READY

829 E Desert Park Lane 5404 E Piping Rock Rd
$749,000 £927,000

3 Bed / 3 Bath, 2,996 S5qft 3 Bed / 2.5 Bath, 2,724 Sqft

Scan
Here To
View All
Homes!

HAVE A H \I'I"lq@'{
HEALTHY MW YEAHR:

LAUNCH
COMPASS

(2=

. aa

In erested i in geﬂlng prequallﬁed io buy a home
| ' efinance.your cu

ent loan? - -

Dan Huss

Branch Manager

(480) 696-6320  (602) 577-0396
NMLS# 640505 » AZ BK 0932828
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TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

— B o
5432 W Shaw Butte Dr
$410,000

719 E CircleR
$855,000

2323 N Central Ave, Unit 1106
$525,000

501 W Encanto, Phoenix, 85003

$862,000 $595,000
8836 N 17th Ave, Phoenix, 85021 19025 N 45th Cir, Glendale, 85308
$450,000 $295,000

Realtor

Coldwell Banker Realty !
602-538-3951 i
www.tammyauther.com J

1624 W Flynn Lane, Phoenix, 85015

Forward thinking
public policy
elevates our state.

Join us!  phoenixchamber.com

GREATER PHOENIX

CHAMBER

Hospital staff, physicians and community leaders gathered at Abrazo Central Campus on
Dec. 4 to kick off of the hospital’s 60th anniversary celebration (submitted photo).

Hospital campus
celebrates 60 years

Abrazo Central Campus celebrated
the hospital’s 60th anniversary Dec. 4,
kicking off six months of celebrations
for the medical center in North Central
Phoenix. Nurses, physicians and hospi-
tal staff were recognized as “family” and
the heart and soul of Abrazo Central
Campus.

Located at 19th Avenue and
Bethany Home Road, the hospital
opened in 1963 as Phoenix Baptist
Hospital and became Abrazo Central
Campus in 2015.

The hospital says that its legacy
includes generations of caregivers who
dedicated their lives to patient care. The
hospital’s Family Medicine Residency
Program opened in 1978, and many
young doctors who trained at Abrazo
Central and Phoenix Baptist went on to
become physician leaders in the Valley.

“It is often said that healthcare is a
team sport. It is more than that. It is fam-
ily. Abrazo Central Campus is our family.
We are a true community hospital and
our commitment to providing quality
healthcare for our neighbors remains
strong,” said Abrazo Central Campus
CEO Greg Pearson in a news release.

Hospital leaders also recognized the
many community collaborations in
attendance that are part of the Abrazo
Central Campus family.

“As a community hospital, we
appreciate the collaborations we have
with EMS providers and first respon-
ders, our local schools and civic organi-
zations, and education partners,”
Pearson added. “With such deep roots
in the North Central Phoenix commu-
nity, we thank you all for being here
today as we celebrate 60 years.”

For more information, visit
www.abrazohealth.com.

Business Briefs

Phoenix Chamber
seeks nominees
The Greater Phoenix Chamber will

once again honor outstanding business-
es and their positive impact on the local
community with the 2024 IMPACT
Awards.

The award identifies the stars in the
business community that have made an
impact in the Valley and offers a way to
spotlight the work businesses are doing
to attract new clients and customers, as
well as celebrate employees. IMPACT
Award nominees represent the very best
of Arizona business, the Chamber says,
adding that self-nominations are
encouraged.

Nominations are due no later than
Friday, Feb. 2. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.phoenixchamber.com
and click on the “Impact Awards” link
under “Events.”
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At Beatitudes Campus, residents are the fuel for our extraordinary
community. They seize opportunities with enthusiasm, unafraid to
color their days with passion and purpose.

¢ . NI

Living here allows me to teach, which is my passion.
There's also a lifelong learners program, so I'm always taking
courses I'm interested in. It's a very caring community,
and it welcomes all faiths.” - Phil Adelman

Be Inspired! ENTRANCE FEE INSIDER INFO

Join us as residents
S e ey Wednesday, January 24 - 10 a.m.

overcame their own  BEATITUDES CAMPUS LIFE CENTER / RSVP BY JANUARY 21

hesitations about  v/igjt \ith our residents and residency counselors in a casual,
seiier ving) social setting as we answer questions and share information
about how you can achieve security through our Life Plan
and entrance fee benefits.

To RSVP for this event & many more CALL (602) 560-1040,
SCAN this QR code, or VISIT BeatitudesCampus.org/Events!

LIVe BRIGHTLY
=ATTVPES aGe BOLDLY

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

) Beatitudes Campus is a not-for-profit life plan r'\
1610 West Glendale Avenue - Phoenix, AZ 85021 community founded by the Church of the Beatitudes. (@)
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Who We Are

We are a more-than-175-member-strong group of actively
selling agents who have a vested interest in the community,
the real estate market and North Central Phoenix. This tour is
3 cooperative effort among the active REALTORS of the Central

Corridor. The tour has been in existence for more than 35 years
and is an all-volunteer organization.

Location & Meeting
Our meetings are held on the first and third Friday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am. Our meeting spot is at The (asa patio,
/878 N. 16th St., Phoenix, AZ 85020. Following the meeting,
we tour up to 10 homes new to the market. We require those
REALTORS who have a property on the tour to attend the meeting
and then participate in a tour of all houses on that day’s tour.
Each agent provides constructive feedback on price, condition,
and key features of the home. The goal is to network with
fellow REALTORS who also specialize in North Central Phoenix
neighborhoods and help sell the property.

Tour Boundaries
Tour boundaries are Campbell Avenue to the south, 40th Street
to the east, 19th Avenue to the west, with the northern border
running south of the North Phoenix Mountain Preserve (roughly
Peoria) and just north of Lincoln from 16th Street east to 40th St.
The Phoenix Country Club area also is included.

Join Us!
We love working with new members. Join our team and receive
news and information about new homes on the market in the
North Central Region of Phoenix.

For more information or to become a member,
visit our website at

https://northcentraltour.com/

Avuto expert
debuts book

In late  November,  Shahe
Koulloukian added “author” to his list of
skills with the launch of his first book,
“Car Confidential: Insider Secrets About
Automobile Ownership, Car
Maintenance and Road Safety.”

Koulloukian is a master automotive
technician, television spokesman, educa-
tional speaker and founder of Mazvo Car
Care Center, located in North Central
Phoenix. His new book aims to provide
useful advice for car owners from experi-
enced car aficionados to first timers.

“I take so much pleasure in demys-
tifying the auto industry. ‘Car
Confidential’ provides readers with
clear insights, an avenue for honesty
and empowerment in an age where
consumer rights can often take a back
seat to corporate concerns. It offers
clarity and strength to consumers in
facing these obstacles head-on,” said
Koulloukian, who was born in Beirut
and came to Phoenix by way of France,
Germany, Tel Aviv, Milan, Africa,
Canada, Philadelphia and L.A. “With
this book as your companion, you can
transform yourself from a passive con-
sumer into an informed vehicle owner.”

Featuring 22 chapters designed to
help readers educate themselves about
their responsibility as car owners and
drivers as well as to empower them to
feel confident when dealing with car
issues or mechanics, “Car Confidential”
is not intended to be read cover to
cover. Instead, the author hopes that it
will serve as a constant companion that
readers can refer to as needed — when
it comes to any car-related topic or any
automotive situation.

Learn more at www.carconfiden-
tial.net.

New firm focuses
on dispute resolution
Laurence DeRespino announced in
November the launch of DeRespino
Dispute Resolution, offering special-
ized mediation and arbitration services.
“I've evaluated, managed, and
resolved high stakes and complex litiga-
tion my entire career,” said DeRespino
in a released statement. “I'm channel-
ing that depth of experience into medi-
ation and arbitration, striving to strip
down legal complexity to achieve fair
outcomes for parties while at the same
time obtaining finality and known res-
olutions.”

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

www.northcentralnews.net

Auto expert Shahe Koulloukian, founder of
Mazvo Car Care Center, launched his first
book in November (submitted photo).

He adds that this new career trajec-
tory allows him to use his unique expe-
rience as an outside trial lawyer, lead in-
house corporate lawyer, business execu-
tive and settlement judge to help corpo-
rate, commercial and individual parties
navigate the legal process through myr-
iad substantive legal disciplines.

For more information, call 602-598-
1377 or visit www.derespinoadr.com.

Foundation adds
to leadership team

In  December, the Arizona
Community  Foundation  (ACF)
announced that Monica Brown will
join the organization as its first chief
people officer effective Jan. 16. Brown
will join ACF after serving as The
Cleveland Foundation’s where she
spent more than 16 years as a member
of the executive team and was responsi-
ble for leading all people and culture
initiatives as the vice president of

Human Resources, Building
Operations & Guest Services.
The Arizona Community

Foundation is a statewide family of
charitable funds established in 1978
and supported by thousands of
Arizonans. For additional information,
visit www.azfoundation.org.

Nonprofit announces
new development director
Valley nonprofit Ryan House
announced the addition of a new devel-
opment director, Brenna Bernick, who
will help further the organization’s mis-
sion to enrich the quality of life and
create cherished memories for children
and their families by providing a much-

needed break from 24/7 caregiving, as
please see DIRECTOR on page 22
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CRONIN-LANE

REALTY GROUP

Visit our website sellingnorthcentral.com to learn more about us and our real estate services
Shelly Lane Ronda Cronin bownload our LLAUNCH
602-319-4942 602-541-2410 ggg’%erg@hh ' PowerED &Y
shelly@sellingnorthcentral.com ronda@sellingnorthcentral.com Apple or Google COMPASS

A Big Thank you fo our loyal clients for making 2023 another amazing year in real estate!
Dakota Anderson Kathy and Rick Faust Linda and Andy Klien Judy Rood*
Jim and Linda Anderson* Bob and Diane Fessler David and Jenni Koval Sandy and Bill Ricker
Rob and Robyn Anderson* Amanda and Bill Fessler* Andrew McCain Margaret Samuels
Rachel Anderson-Brio and Kenny Brio Marianne and Andy Friedman* Lucy and Andy McCain* Sami Score and Arya Nikamall
Lisa and Russ Bolinger* David and Lisa Grant** Renee and Mike McWenie** Maureen Tatum
Michael Bolinger Brad Graneman Peggy Murphy Pat Walters
Ann Bettis* Becky Smith-Gross and Adam Gross  Ashley and Mark Orfman
Lori Bourassa* Aaron and Nina Hadar Bern and Ken Peterson *Referred a family member or friend
Charlie Carson Teresa and Erick Johnson* Tracey and Steve Pritulsky™* **Sold and purchased through
Ralph Colella Darnell Kirksey Emma Torres and Brian Rood Cronin-Lane Realty Group

2023 BY THE NUMBERS

29 Happy Families * 29 homes & 1 golf course lot
$25,000,000 in sales volume * 2 Very grateful and appreciative agents

521 E State Avenue, Phoenix 417 E Berridge Lane, Phoenix 923 E Berridge Lane, Phoenix

$1,900,000 $850,000 $565,000 $995,000
4Bed-3Bath-3,211sq. ft. - Pool  4bed-2.5-bath -2,737 sq. ft. 3 Bed -2 Bath - 1,302 sq. ft. 4 Bed - 3 Bath - 2,199 sq. ft.
2 Car Garage - 1/3+ Acre Lot Pool - 2 car garage Pool - Carport Pool - 2 car garage - 1/3 acre lot

Total Remodel Great Location Remodeled Remodeled
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DIRECTOR continued from page 20

they navigate life-limiting or end-of-
life journeys.

In this new role, Bernick will serve
as a key member of the development
team, focusing on donor engagement
and stewardship. She will oversee
strategic fund development and the
individual giving program manage-
ment, as well as assist with annual sig-
nature events.

Before joining Ryan
Bernick was most recently the senior
philanthropy officer at Make-A-Wish

Arizona in Scottsdale.

House,

Local Goodwill
leader retires

After 22 years with Goodwill of
Central & Northern Arizona, Jackie
Hallen, president and chief business
officer, retired at the end of 2023. She
joined the nonprofit in 2001 as vice
president of Retail Operations and was
promoted to executive vice president
and COO in 2015 and then took the
helm as president in 2022. Her career in
thrift spans over 33 years with nearly 10

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

www.northcentralnews.net

:

Jackie Hcllen (Ieﬁ) pictured with Goodwill CEO Tim O’Neal, retired as president and chief
business officer of the organization at the end of 2023 (photo courtesy of Tim O’Neal).

years spent at Savers prior to Goodwill.

In a Dec. 15 announcement, the
organization highlighted a few of
Hallen’s accomplishments at Goodwill,
including growth from $25 million in
annual revenues to over $300 million
this year; growing from 15 stores to
over 100 retail locations, now across
Arizona and Maryland and a team of
more than 5,000 staff; the introduction
of MyCareerAdvisor, a no-cost digital
workforce development platform for

the community and MyCareerMatters,
a program that offers the same career
development services to employees.
She also was a part of the team to
bring Goodwill’s education model, The
Excel Center, to Arizona. Opened in
September of 2022, the tuition-free
Center serves as a public high school
for adults who never completed their
high school education. To date, more
than 700,000 adults in Arizona do not
have their high school diplomas.

Studies show that the annual pay gap
between employees with a diploma and
employees diploma is
upwards of $19,000 per year.

Outside of her role at Goodwill,
Hallen serves on the board of trustees at
Foundation for the Blind and previously
served on the board of the American
Heart Association for five years.

without a

Gym opens
at Park Central

Phoenix residents have more
options for fitness with the opening of
a new EoS Fitness location at Park
Central. This is the seventh location in
the Phoenix area for the nationwide
chain and its 30th in the state.

Located at 3110 N. Central Ave.
and spanning over 42,000 square feet,
the gym includes a smart technology
line that personalizes each member’s
workout to their individual goals and
fitness levels, as well as a variety of
group fitness and cycling classes and
the brand’s signature amenities

The gym is open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. Learn more
at www.eosfitness.com.

Financial planning

Investment management

College savings plans

gatherings or simply having confidence in your financial
outlook, we'll help you pursue your idea of paradise
with guidance focused on your goals. Let’s start the
conversation. Call us for a free consultation.

Retirement plans

Long-term care insurance

Whether it's sandy beaches or Alaskan getaways, family

Estate planning

1118 E. Missouri Ave., Suite B3 | Phoenix, AZ 85014 | T: 602.266.9200
paradisefinancialpartners.com

Personalized financial guidance
to help you pursue your idea of paradise

¥
PARADISE

FINANCIAL PARTMNERS

1es Financial S
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for her
buyers,
she’s pretty
. rad.

Brad sure wasn't
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Blondie ~ Protects & Respects her client's privacy.
Blondie ~ Understands negotiation-compromising information.
Blondie ~ Easily puts her client’s needs before her own.
Blondie .« Runs her business with a moral compass and passion.
| . . Blondie - 15 available 7 Days a Week.
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POWERED BY

Associate Broker & Partner

0zt [COMPASS

BOBBY LIEB, PC
ASSOCIATE BROKER & PARTNER
m. 602.376.1341 7130 N 20d St oo, IN ESCrOW vvveeeevveceeeerevee. 3667SF oo, ABR/ABA ..o, $ 1,825,000
bobby@centralphx.com 6809 N 12th AVE .oovvoooooeooeo NEW Price o, 3387SF o, 5BR/4.5BA .o $ 1,529,500
Top Selling Realtor 314 E ROSE LN oo, Just Listed v, 3588SF s, 5BR/4BA....oeeeeennnn. $ 1,399,500
in North Central Phognix 123 E Kaler DI, Just Listed ..o, 3615SF..eeeeene, 4BR/3.5BA.................... $ 1,350,000
for 20 years consecutively 613 E Vistad AVE oo Just Listed oo 2087SF oo, ABR/3BA oo $ 1,295,000
Hall of Fame 77 E Missouri Ave #52............... IN ESCroW.....oovveeeeveeeeenne. 3575SF e, 3BR/2.5BA.............. $ 899,999
Inaugural inductee 2014; 77 E Missouri Ave #6T ........... New Price ..o, 3184SF e, ABR/3BA oo, $ 774900
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, Q02 E KQIEE DI oo 12 ACIE LOT oo $ 750,000
and 2022 inductee
694 W Colter St IN ESCrOW ..o 1883SF..n. 4BR/2.5BA........ne.... $ 650,000
Ra,nkgng!i fgrzsodzlgs V<t>IUfme 240 W Missouri Ave #25......... New Price ... 2167SF oo, 2BR/2.5BA ... $ 675,000
] an out O
25,000 agents in the country 5720 N 64th DF oo — (LYY 4ABR/2BA oo, $ 399900
) _ 8225 N Central Ave #32........... Just Listed ..o, TIT8SF .., 2BR/15BA.......o.... $ 369,500
Ranked #3 Realtor in Arizona 4727 E Lafayette Blvd #128....1n ESCIOW....cvvvrvorrsoorrre, T20SF coooeeereeeere 1BR/1BA oo $ 325,000
by Real Trends Magazine .
3848 N 3rd Ave #2053............. New Price ... oL e TS 2BR/2BA..oooeeeeerrrnnn. $ 275,000

and Newsweek for over
$63 Million SOLD in 2019

63 Homes SOLD in 2023, 4 currently in escrow. Call me to discuss your real estate needs and

il 2 Rl (Rl the value of your home. 602.376.1341. | work 7 days a week and am always available to help.
in Maricopa County

for sales in 2016 & 2018

- 1324 E LUPING AVE™ oo $1,075,000 715 W Culver St $ 625000
Over $70 Million SOLD SOLD HOMES 2023 5130 N 6th St $1,065,000 715 W Culver St $ 625000
Newswoek & | g;oqvg IR_SX:TSSZ Ej; """""""""""""""""""""" :g'ggg'ggg 18244 W Meadowbrook Ave...... $1,025,000 1400 E Bethany Home Rd #29............ $ 585000
R34 N DTth St s2 410000 045N Tth Ave $1,000,000 17726 W LarkSpur DF e $ 575000
Ameriea’s Besi Realis 6811 N Central AVe¥........o $2.400000 S22V Stellaln 895000 7748 N 7th Ave S sr2500
£10 E Ocortillo Rd $2 130,000 814 N4thPl 875,000 1222 E Wagon Wheel Dr ..., $ 515000
35 E Myrtle Ave $2125.000 719 E Circle Rd 855,000 2828 E Cholla St* 515,000
25 E Myrtle Ave §1.935.000 4081 N 84th WAy 833705 804 E Corte Oro* 550,000
304 W Orangewood Ave.......... $1,800,000 3103 E Hazelwood St 830,000 1516 W Glenn Dr 505,000
11608 E ONYX AVE worrs $1,750,000 2524 E Beryl Ave 799,000 1001 W SOICHIO LN $ 400,000
4902 E PICCOdI”y (226 I $1’700’000 12243 N 58th St 750,000 3618 E Coronado Rd ... $ 460,000
6518 N 25th Way* $1.683,000 21206 N 62Nd AVE ..ot 725,000 18383 W Vista Norte St¥ ... $ 432,000
345 E Pomona Rd....... $1.500,000 23 E Laurie Ln 715,000 5220 N 16th Ln $ 400,000
334 W SEALE AVE oo $1,375,000 2227 E Palmaire Ave.........eeeesrveerssins 700,000 16182 W WiNSIOW Dr.......oceeeeeeemeemmmeenmnnrrrsennees $ 378,000
MaryAnn Lieb 546 E Kaler Dr $1.330,000 3011 N 166th Pl 685,000 10432 N 1ith St #2 $ 359900
Realtor 910 E Kaler Dr $1,260,455 122 E San Miguel AVe ... $ 675000 23836 W Wier Ave* ........veeeeememmeeennes $ 339,000
m.602.376.3992 512 E Adair Dr¥ $1,235,000 5576 N 12th St #1 .o $ 675000 4239 N 20th St $ 280,000
) 50 E Lamar Rd $1,200,000 5804 N 14th Ave $ 650,000 6541N 4lst Ave $ 270,000

Kathy Wright 510 W McLellan BIVG coeeeeeeoe e $1,175,000 15027 E Desert Willow Dr ....oooovcn $ 645000 *represented buyer

Licens: dcl;t\i;stant 7101 N 3rd Ave $1,157,500 14210 N 9th St* $ 629900 *¥represented both buyer and seller
m.602.376.4188
kathywright2911@gmail.com
‘ Eé"ﬂfﬁ? Mlasonal Tide Inswrsnce { ATy
DOWNLOAD
for free! PHOEMIX, AZ B5O16
Search for your next home,
open houses and more!

& AppStore | PP Google Play centralphx.com | biltmoreazagent.com
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Your Residential Real Estate Specialist in North Central Phoenix,
Biltmore, the Camelback Corridor, and Paradise Valley

Featured Homes for January

GUARD GATED COMMUNITY MOVE IN READY

5 - =

¥ e - A T PR b
77 E Missouri Ave #67 - $774,900 5720 N 64th Dr - $399900 719 E Circle Rd - $855,000
3184SF - 4BR/3BA 1561SF - 4BR/2BA 2715SF - 4BR/3BA

NEW PRICE JUST LISTED

i

240 W Missouri Ave #25 - $675,000 7 4681 N 84th Way - $833,705 8225 N Central Ave #32 - $369,500
2167SF - 2BR/2.5BA 2501SF - 4BR/2.5BA 1178SF - 2BR/1.5BA

IN ESCROW

- A A i Th " Eon
694 W Colter St - $650,000 3848 N 3rd Ave #2053 - $275,000
1883SF - 4BR/2.5BA Q89SF - 2BR/2BA

Thinking about buying or selling your home, please call me. I'd love to help! 602-376-1341
Please Download my free app with the most current information from MLS and visit my social media pages.

®HomeSmartEIiteGroupBobbyLieb @Bobby.Lieb @Bobby-Lieb-20362032 BobbyLieb
centralphx.com | biltmoreazagent.com
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Camelback students

add to tree canopy
On Nov. 30, Camelback High School

hosted partners from Trees Matter and
Meritage Homes to plant 30 brand-new
trees on campus. This event was part of
an effort by Camelback to increase shade
and tree coverage across the campus.

The event began in the morning, and
30-plus volunteers joined over a hundred
students to finish digging holes and plant
trees across the campus. At the start of the
event, Principal James Arndt remarked
that increasing tree coverage on campus
and making more shade for students and
community members was a priority and AR 2
then gave special recognition to two : i - R R W T Vg O
teachers who have led the way in tree Camelback High School students are contributing to the greater good of the community by
planting efforts over the last two years. planting trees on campus and beyond (photo courtesy of Phoenix Union High School District).

“This tree planting event through SChOOI Briefs

the Trees Matter organization is a criti-
GLENDALE UNION

cal piece of how our students can con-
tribute to the greater good of our com- HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
District holds

munity and future,” Erick Munoz, a
career fair

student and the school sustainability
officer, noted at the event. “The city of

The Glendale Union High School
District is hiring for the 2024-25

Phoenix has very large goals for increas-
school year. The district will hold the

ing our tree canopy, including a city-
wide goal of planting 376,000 trees

annual GUHSD Teacher Career Fair
event Saturday, Jan. 27, from 8 a.m. to

each year. Trees help us save energy, pro-
2 p.m. in the Greenway High School

mote cleaner and cooler air in our city,
combat climate change, conserve water,

Media Center, located at 3930 W.
Greenway Rd. Phoenix.

and so much more. Studies have shown
The district says that it is commit-

that trees help community development,
ted to hiring exceptional teachers and

planting trees and learning about their
impact, the trees themselves will be con-
tributing back to our education too.”

The event was coordinated by
Holly Finch and Tori
Simpson, who have applied for dozens
of grants over the past three years that
have resulted in more than 70 trees
being planted across campus, along
with partnerships that have helped stu-
dents learn more about sustainability
and creating more shade across the city.

Camelback students also joined the
Arizona Sustainability Alliance and
partners American Forests and Bank of
America on Dec. 7 to help plant trees
at Solano Park, 5625 N. 17th Ave.

teachers

increase happiness, and even help stu-
dents learn better. So, while we are

MADISON

“~” madisonaz.org/enroliment

SIGNATURE PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

* International Baccalaureate® * STEAM (Science, Technology,
¢ REACH - Profoundly Gifted Engineering, Arts, Math)
¢ Spanish Immersion * Traditional Academy

* Visual & Performing Arts

providing the necessary resources to
enable them to achieve success and sat-
isfaction while fulfilling the mission of
the districc.  GUHSD provides a
nationally recognized teacher mentor-
ing program, extensive professional
development opportunities, and sup-
portive and collaborative teacher teams.
Educators can also enjoy competitive
salaries, a benefits package, loan for-
giveness opportunities, and more.

To reserve an interview space, call
the GUHSD Human Resources
Department at 623-435-6017. To learn

more, visit www.guhsdaz.org.

Support students
through donations

There is still time to give back to
GUHSD students with a tax credit
contribution. By donating to a
GUHSD high school or program of
choice, residents can benefit students’
high school experiences and positively
affect the community.

Arizona state law also allows resi-
dents to receive a dollar-for-dollar tax
credit for contributions made to an
Arizona public high school, which can
be used as a credit against any state
income taxes that may be owed (con-
sult a tax professional for more infor-
mation).

Married couples can contribute up
to $400 when filing jointly; $200 per
person if they are filing separately; and
single individuals can make a maxi-
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Kid-Powerment
Artplay is a calm, creative place where kids
learn to manage their own emotions

=k Aartplay

=
S00M!
Call or text 602-329-1347 =
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Members of the Thunderbird High School NJROTC volunteered their time to assemble
hygiene kits for those in need (photo courtesy of Glendale Union High School District).

mum contribution of $200.

To make a tax credit contribution,
visit https://bit.ly/3ZL18L9. Residents
can also make a larger donation
through the GUHSD Education
Foundation, a  501(c)3. Visit
www.guhsdaz.org/domain/50.

NJROTC team supports
Assistance League
Thunderbird ~ High  School’s
NJROTC team collaborated with the
Assistance League of Phoenix. The
event was led by Community Service

MADISON

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Six Madison schools
named ‘Best’

U.S. News & World Report has
named six schools in the Madison
School District in their “Best” public
school rankings for 2024. Madison
Heights Elementary, Madison Simis
Elementary and Madison Camelview
Elementary received the “Best
Elementary  School” award and
Madison Meadows Middle School and
Madison No. 1 Middle School received

—— Sign Up. Save Lives. ——

DonateLifeAZ.org

Officer Cadet Meredith Arends. the “Best Middle School” award.

More than 15 cadets dedicated Madison Traditional Academy, which is

three hours to assembling hygiene kits a kindergarten through eighth grade
for those in need, which resulted in school. was named in both the “Best

Bricks & Minifigs® is your one-stop LEGO® toy shop!
We buy, sell and trade all LEGO® products!

~ Choose from our huge selection of new sefs, individual
minifigs, bulk bricks, components and accessories.

2

B

more than 1,600 bags of essentials.

Board honors Sunnyslope
students, teachers, staff

Glendale Union High School
District’s Achievement Above All
events continue to highlight the excel-
lence within the district and schools.
Most recently, the GUHSD Governing
Board honored Sunnyslope High
School’s 2023-24 teacher, student, stu-
dent group, support staff member, and
volunteer of the year during a
Governing Board meeting.

The recipients included teacher
Leah Clark, senior student Cooper
Shillington, Viking Views support staff
Courtney Lawyer and volunteer Sarah
Chandler. In honor of their achieve-
ment, each recipient received an award
or certificate for their dedication to the
school and community.

Elementary” and “Best Middle School”
categories.

According to U.S. News & World
Report, “For each state, schools were
assessed on their shares of students who
were proficient or above proficient in
their mathematics and reading/lan-
guage arts state assessments. Half of the
formula assessed the scores themselves
and the other half incorporated the test
results in the context of socioeconomic
demographics.”

Madison School District serves stu-
dents in preschool through eighth
grade. The district offers a variety of
signature programs including Visual &
Performing Arts, Spanish Immersion,
STEAM, International Baccalaureate,
REACH - Profoundly Gifted and
Traditional Academy, at both the ele-
mentary and middle school levels. To
learn more, visit www.madisonaz.org.

0 CEVTIEL PRICENDY
= to build a FREE Minifigure

Bring this ad to

3

from our Minifig Maker Table!

Central Phoenix location only * Expires 1/31/24 « NCNO124
Limit 1 per customer
."?.O....O..0.0..0.0..O....O.

24 W. Camelback Rd., Ste. G

602-675-1392
BUY GELL TRADE

BricksandMinifigs'com

entral phoenix @bricksandminifigs.com

bamcentralphoenix t@‘l ’ ﬁ
il
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District to host
hiring events

Madison School District will host
several upcoming hiring events for
positions currently available and in
preparation for the upcoming 2024-25
school year.

There will be hiring fairs on Jan. 24
and March 20, when individuals can
meet with school principals and district
support departments.

On Feb. 6, the district will host the
“Fall in Love with Madison -
Employment Mixer Meet & Greet.”
This event is an opportunity for individ-
uals interested in joining Madison to
learn more about working for the dis-
trict, employee benefits and the oppor-
tunity to meet and talk with school and
district leaders. Light appetizers will be
served. This event is open to those inter-
ested in joining Madison as teachers,
guest teachers, bus drivers, food service
staff, custodial staff, before and after
school program staff, school and class-
room support staff and anyone interest-
ed in learning more about employment
opportunities with the district. RSVPs
are requested for this event.

To learn more about these upcom-
ing events, available opportunities,
employee benefits and more, visit
www.madisonaz.org/jobs.

Teacher receives

‘Pay it Forward’ award
Madison Meadows Middle School

teacher Hugo Estrada-Duran recently

received AZFamily’s “Pay it Forward”

award. Estrada was nominated by

HEXAVIEREFFECT

Where Young Women Finish Strong

SCHOOL DAYS

www.northcentralnews.net

Hugo Estrada-
Duran, a

| teacher at

| Madison

- Meadows

§l Middle School,
recently received
the “Pay it
Forward” award
| for going above
and beyond for
his students
(photo courtesy
of Madison

II School District).

for the impact he made.

“I would like to nominate Mr. Estrada
because he goes above and beyond to
teach his students. He’s an amazing tutor
and a great mentor,” said David.
Madison Meadows Middle School
offers the International Baccalaureate®
Middle Years Program for students in
grades 5-8. The program encourages
students to become creative, critical

and reflective thinkers. To learn more,
visit www.madisonaz.org/meadows.

OSBORN

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Equity project team
visits two district schools

Arizona State University’s
Children’s Equity Project brought a
large team to visit Encanto Elementary
and Montecito Community School.

The Equity Project aims to study
systems, policies and structures that
impact the lives and development of
young children. The team spent an
entire morning touring both campuses.
Their visit was focused on how the dual
language program at Encanto and the
Montessori program at Montecito sup-
port and uplift the district core value of
equity. The team asked many ques-
tions, visited learning spaces and chat-
ted with instructional staff.

The district said that both campus-
es were honored to host the Equity
Project and look forward to future col-
laboration and partnership.

Learn more at https://cep.asu.edu
or www.osbornnet.org.

At Xavier College Preparatory
Young Women Finish Strong.

They learn there are no limits to

their possibilities in life. In a girls’
school, their voices are always

heard.

Xavier College Preparatory
is a Catholic community that strives

to prepare young women of faith
with knowledge, skills, and

integrity to meet the challenges
of a changing global society in a
positive and productive manner

celebrating unity.

Go to XCP.org for more
information

All are welcome!
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WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Open house geared toward
future kindergartners

Families of future kindergartners
are invited to the Washington
Elementary School District’s (WESD)
upcoming Kindergarten Open House
events. Offered at 27 locations, WESD
schools will host their annual events
Thursday, Jan. 18, from 5 to 7 p.m.
The events offer the opportunity for
families to learn about WESD’s kinder-
garten program, meet teachers, explore
classrooms and receive important infor-
mation about the district’s KidSpace
childcare program, transportation ser-
vices and school meals.

To learn more about kindergarten
enrollment, call 602-896-6950 or visit
www.wesdschools.org/kindergarten.

Stanton receives
Superintendent Award
WESD Superintendent Dr. Paul
Stanton was awarded the All Arizona
Superintendent Award for large dis-
tricts by the Arizona School

SCHOOL DAYS
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Superintendent Dr. Paul Stanton was recently awarded the All Arizona Superintendent Award
for large districts by the Arizona School Administrators (submitted photo).

Administrators at the ASBA/ASA
Annual Winter Conference.

The All Arizona Superintendent
Awards recognize leaders in small,
medium and large districts who exem-
plify the standards for educational
excellence and serve students, staff,
families and their community. To qual-
ify, administrators must demonstrate
outstanding leadership in curriculum
and instruction, management of stu-

The #1 public school
network in the U.S. is
IN your neighbborhood

BASIS Phoenix Central is a tuition-free, public charter
school serving grades K-5. We are a proud part of
the BASIS Charter Schools network, which has been
achieving excellent student outcomes since 1998.

\/ Supportive learning \/
environment

\/ Before-school and
after-school programs

Co-teaching model
for grades K-3

\/ Visual and
performing arts

Apply now for the 2024-25 school year

dent activities, professional involve-
ment, relations with the board, public,
community, and more.

WESD celebrates
students, staff
SUPER Kids and SUPER Staff

honorees from Desert View Elementary
School, Mountain View School and
Sunnyslope School were recently cele-
brated for their outstanding achieve-
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ments and contributions to the district.

WESD Superintendent Dr. Paul
Stanton surprised each honoree at their
school in front of their peers and col-
leagues. Students received a certificate
and an award for a free pizza from Peter
Piper Pizza, while each staff member
earned a certificate and a $10 Amazon
gift card courtesy of Veregy.

Students participate
in Science Fair

Students from Royal Palm Middle
School, which recently earned an “A”
letter grade, came in third place at the
Engineers of the Future science fair in
Phoenix.

Designed to grow the next genera-
tion of engineers, the Valley Metro
Engineers of the Future Virtual Program
is an online STEM program with video-
delivered lessons taught by engineer-
mentors along with transportation-
themed project builds. As part of the
program, five different Valley schools in
light rail communities made bridges out
of popsicle sticks, which were then test-
ed in a bridge-breaking challenge.

please see SCIENCE FAIR on page 30

—

BASIS Phoenix Central (Grades K-5)
201 E Indianola Ave Phoenix, AZ 85012
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SCIENCE FAIR continued from page 29

The winners from Royal Palm
received a certificate of completion and
wireless earbuds.

Teacher interview
fair scheduled

Prospective educators are invited to
learn more about WESD at an upcom-
ing Teacher Interview Fair, scheduled
for Saturday, Jan. 20, from 8 to 11 a.m.
at Arroyo School. The district current-
ly has openings for elementary, middle
and special education teachers.

The district offers a new starting
teacher salary of $51,610, including
performance pay and a mentorship
program (with completion of the
BEGIN program and earning perfor-
mance pay), student loan forgiveness,
multi-layer teacher support, profes-

sional development, medical, dental
and vision benefits, employer-matched
contributions to Arizona State

Retirement, and more.

To learn more and preschedule an
interview, call 602-347-2622. Apply
online at https://jobs.wesdschools.org.
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Arlzono School for the Arts’ Perfect 5th team, consnshng of Daniel Chow, Robyn ”Rob" Foley,
Lily “Loki” Horowitz, Daniel Chow, Louis Swenka and Pearl Swenka, took home the top
awards with the Robot Performance Award and the Champions Award at the FIRST®
LEGO® League Challenge Qualifying Tournament in December (submitted photo).

PRIVATE AND
CHARTER SCHOOLS
Robotics team heads
to state competition

The Middle School Robotics teams
from Arizona School for the Arts won
five awards at their FIRST LEGO
League Challenge Qualifying

Tournament Dec. 2. Led by 8th grade
science teacher Beth Wootten and
coaches, three of the four teams suc-
ceeded in qualifying for the FIRST
LEGO League Robotics  State
Championship set to take place in
January. All teams that made it to the
State level from the qualifier were from

Arizona School for the Arts.

CULTIVATING LEADERS AND
THINKERS OF THE FUTURE

At All Saints’, we cultivate leaders and
thinkers of the future in an atmosphere
where proven teaching methods are honored
and innovation is encouraged. Our 15-acre
campus, top-notch faculty, and challenging
academics provide ample opportunities

for students to grow, experiment with their
passions, and cultivate their character as

they develop independence and confidence.

All Saints’
Episcopal Day School

6300 N Central Ave Phoenix, AZ 85012

LEARN
MORE:
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602.274.4866

www.allsaints.org | All Faiths Welcome | PK - 8 | Indexed Tuition Available

The Perfect 5th team, consisting of
Daniel Chow, Robyn “Rob” Foley, Lily
“Loki” Horowitz, Daniel Chow, Louis
Swenka, and Pearl Swenka, took home
the top prestigious awards with the
Robot Performance Award and the
Champions Award. Their coach, Dr.
Jimmy Chow, was nominated and won
the Coaches Award.

The Scale-Y Green Goblins team,
which included Cyan Tamala, Beck
Tamala, Nico Tamala, Gabe Vynalek,
and Gretchen Woods, won the Core
Values award.

The E-STEAM-ed Gentlemen team,
made up of Maks Ariza, Liam Brown,
Kai Halavais, Dylan Moses, and Bryson
Shields, won the Innovation Project
Award. Finally, ASA’s fourth team,

The Skeletons, composed of new
students Jacob Alexander, Wyatt
Eckroth, Ean and Cayden Lim,
Dayden O’Connell, and Luke Tallman,
secured the ninth position in the robot
missions in their first-ever tournament.

School celebrates
new campus spaces

At a Dec. 14 ribbon-cutting event,
Arizona School for the Arts (ASA) cel-
ebrated its new outdoor amphitheater
as well as enhanced student quad and
performance and production lab. All of
the spaces are part of the school’s con-
tinuous efforts to provide students with
enhanced facilities, including indoor
and outdoor performing arts learning
environments and community areas on
the campus where they can connect,
create, study, play, and perform.

Special guests at the ribbon-cutting
ceremony included Phoenix Mayor
Kate Gallego and Vice Mayor Yassamin
Ansari. ASA’s board members were in
attendance, as well as students and their
families, administration, faculty, staff,
and community leaders. The event fea-
tured live student performances.

The new facilities will provide the
nearly 800 ASA students and their fam-
ilies with more opportunities to engage
in school events, assemblies, concerts
and gatherings. The amphitheater offers
seating for approximately 350 and will
be available to partnering youth arts
groups, such as the Phoenix Youth Arts
Collective, and organizations that align
with ASA’s mission and commitment to
education and the performing arts.

Arizona School for the Arts is locat-
ed at 1410 N. 3rd St., Phoenix. Learn
more at www.goasa.org or by calling

602-257-1444.
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ASA to host
open house

Families and new prospective 5th-
12th-grade students are invited to
attend an Arizona School for the Arts
(ASA) open house on Thursday, Jan.
11, from 5 to 7 p.m.

This event offers the opportunity to
learn more about ASA, whose mission
is to inspire creative thinkers and lead-
ers through an innovative concentra-
tion in college prep informed by the
performing arts.

Informational sessions about the
school’s mission, values, programs and
the enrollment lottery process will start
at 5 p.m. and 6 p.m., followed by a
Q&A session and a student-led campus
tour. Following the tour, families and
students are welcome to “mix and min-
gle” with administrators and members
of our faculty in our newly completed
outdoor amphitheater.

For more information and to sub-
mit an enrollment application by Jan.
18, visit www.goasa.org/enroll.

Brophy honors fall
‘Distinguished Students’

Each year Brophy selects 16 seniors
in the fall and 16 in the spring as
Distinguished Students. On Tuesday,
Dec. 5, Brophy honored the following
seniors as Fall Distinguished Students:
Will Carter, Nate George, Arjun
Hemmady, Ransom Kaul, Aidan Kelly,
Jack Kireopoulos, Benjamin Kravets,
Jack Kyle, Iain Lanphier, Roman
Mauskopf, Bennett McDonald, Renzo
Moran, Hayden Penn, Andrew
Phillips, Khalid Quintana and Sam
Skrovan.

Those recognized are young men
who have shown a special commitment
to serving the community in unique
ways that often intersect with the tal-
ents and interests they've discovered
and developed while at Brophy. They
have also shown a commitment to
growing toward the Jesuit-educated
graduate at graduation: intellectually
competent, open to growth, religious,
loving and committed to doing justice.

Students give back
on Giving Tuesday

Phoenix Christian Preparatory
School students gave a lot during
Giving Tuesday, an event held annually
on the Tuesday following
Thanksgiving. The school said that

more than 300 students served at over

SCHOOL DAYS
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Phoenix Christian Preparatory School students spent Giving Tuesday serving more than 30

different Valley nonprofits (submitted photo).

30 different nonprofits.

The day of giving included ministry
with Redemption Alhambra, walking
along the canals, giving out sandwiches,
water, and other supplies to unhoused
families, packing food boxes at Feed My
Starving Children, cleaning the alley-
ways in the school’s own St. Gregory
neighborhood, and serving at many
other nonprofits around the Valley.

Students at Phoenix Christian
spend three days per year serving
around the Valley and are also required
to serve 20 hours throughout the year.
Jeff Blake, superintendent at Phoenix
Christian said, “I could not be prouder
of our students! They got dirty, picked
up trash, kneeled to give food to the
homeless, packed food boxes, translat-
ed for families who were shopping for

food and clothing, pulled weeds, and so
much more! No doubt these service
days help us accomplish our mission, to
educate the minds, form the hearts,
and equip the hands of students in a
Christ-centered atmosphere.”

Teams compete
at ‘llluminate’

Four teams of Xavier College
Preparatory computer science students
competed in the semi-final round of
the Arizona State University Illuminate
Challenge. The teams were tasked with
creating an innovative and novel idea
addressing sustainable and inclusive
infrastructure that could benefit all
communities, including those in devel-
oping regions. The challenge was cen-
tered around the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
#9: Industry, Innovation, and
Infrastructure.

For the first rounds, students cre-
ated two deliverables: a 10-page writ-
ten proposal and a video presentation.
Two of the four Xavier teams partici-
pating in the semi-finals were chosen

please see ILLUMINATE on page 32

IT'S OUR BIGGEST

~ OPEN HOUSE

e b THE YERRS o o
Saturday, January 27 « 10am-1pm

Phoenix Christian .

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Rich History. Bright Future.

+ Join us for Lunch in the Courtyard!

+ Open to families of K-12th grade students.

« New families will be entered into a $1000
scholarship drawing for 2024-2025 and

application fees will be waived!

Meet our highly qualified faculty, legendary
coaching staff, and learn about scholarships

and financial aid options.

Limited space available!

Register at phoenixchristian.org/admissionsevents

1751 W. INDIAN SCHOOL ROAD | PHOENIX, AZ 85015 | 602-265-4707 | PHOENIXCHRISTIAN.ORG
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“JUMP INTO
SWIM LESSONS

Local Family Business
for Over 25 Years

AGES 8 WEEKS TO 12 YEARS
SMALL GROUP CLASSES, INDOOR POOL
LOCATION NEAR YOU - 32ND ST & THUNDERBIRD

CATHOLIC SCHOCOL

Open House
SUNDAY, JAMUARY 28

Come and see what MHT has to offer.
10:00 a.m. — School Mass led by students
11:15 a.m. — Pancake Breakfast
11:30-2:00 — School Tours

The MHT difference:
e Christ-centered education
* Small class sizes
 Rich traditions
¢ Welcoming environment

602-943-9058 » mhtcatholicschool.org
535 E Alice Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020

ILLUMINATE continued from page 31

for the final. At the semi-final round
the students showcased their projects
in a 5-minute pitch to the judges and
audience.

The first winning group is EcoPod,
featuring Sonya Colattur, Makenzie
Lopez, Abigail Pearson, and Cara
Schillinger. The second winning group
is Ecoden, featuring Aku Baral, Sophia
Herget, Anna Johndrow, and Alexis
Muirhead. These teams will move for-
ward to build out their projects in the
second semester with full funding at
the Luminosity Lab at ASU.

Xavier senior
presents research

Xavier College Preparatory senior
Talia Udelman was selected to present
her research paper at the 2023 Annual

SCHOOL DAYS
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Xavier student
Talia Udelman
presented her
research paper
at the 2023
Annual Meeting
of the American
Anthropological
Association in
Ofttawa (photo
courtesy of the
Udelman

| family).

Meeting of  the American
Anthropological ~ Association  in
Ottawa, Canada. She was one of only
seven high school students nationwide
selected to present their papers virtual-
ly to the attendees at the conference.
Udelman’s paper, entitled
“Hamilton and History: A Sentiment
of Public

Analysis Opinion on
Alexander Hamilton,” focused on the
theater musical “Hamilton” and

whether it had an effect on the senti-
ment of public history and opinion.
She used the computer science tech-
nique sentiment analysis to analyze the
tone of public opinion.

The American  Anthropology
Association works to advance anthro-
pology as the science that studies
humankind in all its aspects. Udelman
plans to major in anthropology when
she attends college next fall.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

UPCOMING HIRING
EVENTS

JANUARY 24 - HIRING FAIR

MADISON

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Learn more at madisonaz.org/jobs

FEBRUARY 6 - “FALL IN LOVE WITH MADISON”

EMPLOYMENT MIXER MEET & GREET
MARCH 20 - HIRING FAIR
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WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS,

CALL RODNEY COTY

8049 N. 10th Street ¢ $350,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 2 car carport,
detached-1G, pool, Fixup

2002 W. Myrtle Ave « $389,900
3 bed 2 bath 1363 SF+ bonus room, 1 car
carport, remodeled

For more information about these and other properties, contact

Rodney Coty

Cell: 602-570-2689
Fax: 602-749-6114
www.RodneyCoty.com

i " REEE

6805 N. 15th Street * $1,450,000 |
5 bed, 3.5 bath, 3587 SF, 3 car garage.
Complete renovation in 2021

Top 1% Diamond Club 2012-22
2015-22 Five Star Award/Phoenix Magazine
2015 Top 2% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
2016-22 Top 1% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
North Central Resident » 23 years’ experience

LAUNCH

POWERED B Y

COMPASS

Hioneer Title Agency

COMMITHMENT TO SERVICE

el

Tar

| =
YOUR LOCAL*MORTGAGE

=

LOANTORIGINATOR

JEFF OHM

PARTNER | NMLS #894175

- Erich Reichenberger
- Vice President
: Marlcopa County Sales Manqger s,
14850N ScottsdaleRd. Ste 160, Scottsdale AZ 85254

.

CONTACT ME TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HOME LOAN NEEDS!
E: jeff@forward.loans | P: 602-714-0532
W: www.jeffohm.com

Forward Loans.

Your home financing, without beoking back

=

£

. 480. 368.1500 Office + 602.799.2345 Dlrect- P
. erich, re}chen"berger@ptaaz,cop :
"y wwwpmneertltleagency com

Branch NMLS #2006640 | 555 W Turney Ave, Suite 101 | Phoenix, AZ 85013
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Senior Living
Literacy program
tutors sought

As children gear up for their second
semester of school, volunteer tutors are
needed to help them finish out the year
successfully.

The  Oasis  Intergenerational
Tutoring Program is looking for com-
munity members who are interested in
sharing their love of reading with a
child. Oasis says that you don’t have to
be a teacher to make a difference in the
life of a child. By becoming a literacy
tutor, volunteers will support a student
once a week for an hour during the
school day to experience enjoyment
and success in the skills of reading,
writing, and communication.

Oasis is a nonprofit organization
that partners with the Madison School
District to pair adults, who may or may
not be retired, with students needing
literacy support. The program serves
kindergarten through fourth-grade

children in four of the district’s elemen-
tary schools: Camelview, Heights, Rose
Lane and Simis. Tutors receive training
by a reading specialist along with a
tutor handbook, bag and materials.
Upcoming Tutor Training will be
held Jan. 16-17th, 9 am. to 3 p.m.
both days, at Madison Camelview,
2002 E. Campbell Ave. For more infor-
mation or to register for training, con-
tact Kim Gullo, tutor facilitator, at
602-664-7285  or  e-mail  at
kgullo@madisoned.org.

Workshop offers
air travel advice
With the busy end of the year holi-

day travel season in the rearview mirror,
many are already making plans for sum-
mer travel. For an estimated seven mil-
lion people in the United States experi-
encing dementia, however, thinking
about travel or planning a future get-
away can be overwhelming.

In an effort to provide the best cus-
tomer experience to all passengers that

www.northcentralnews.net

Ooasis tutor Marcia Larson works with a sec-
ond-grade student at Camelview Elementary
School (submitted photo).

pass through the terminals, Phoenix
Sky Harbor International Airport
adopted a dementia-friendly initiative
in 2021 that added special programing
for those traveling with dementia. With
that in mind, this month, the City of

Phoenix Aviation Department invites
Valley residents to a two-hour work-
shop to help passengers with dementia
and their care providers plan and learn
how to navigate a busy airport.

The Dementia-Friendly Air Travel
Workshop, scheduled for Wednesday,
Jan. 10 from 10 a.m. to noon, will offer
valuable insights and strategies to
enhance the travel experience for indi-
viduals with dementia. The free work-
shop will feature representatives from
airlines, TSA and the Aviation
Department. An optional tour of spe-
cific locations of the airport will be
conducted following the workshop.

Those interested in learning more or
wishing to attend the workshop can
email skyharbor@phoenix.gov. Include
the subject line Dementia Friendly Air
Travel Workshop Registration. In the
email, include full name, phone num-
ber, address and if you would like to take
a tour. Check-in begins at 9:30 a.m.
Learn more at www.skyharbor.com/at-
the-airport/services.

Spacious furnished, private bedrooms,
private patios and roll-in bathrooms

The great room with lift chairs
for comfortable socializing

Assisted living with a custom fit!

t North Central Shores
you or your loved ones
will enjoy family privacy,
comfort and a custom-fit

care plan as unique as each personality.

With over 8,000 sq ft under roof,
this ten resident luxury assisted living
home offers 24-hour personal care,

* Three large suites remaining

* Residents have included two
retired MD’s and a doctor’s wife.

¢ All-American staff
* Outstanding personalized care.
* Memory care

all meals, laundry, activities, church

services and outdoor living!

Close to nature, on the Arizona Canal
at third Avenue, your neighbors are
mallard ducks, green parakeets and
hummers. Featuring nearly 1000 sq ft
of covered patios and less than one mile
from the Honor Health Hospital.

North

entra

SHSTes

BLISS FAMILY « ASSISTED LIVING HOMES

A bright, accessible and modern kitchen
with commanding great room access

Our roomy dining

room is an art gallery!

8825 North Third Avenue | Phoenix, AZ 85021 | tom BLiss 602.625.6815 | 0 602.341.6150 | F 602.675.4070 | w NorthCentralShores.com
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HAPPY HOUR@HERSCH

I recently saw a quote that said: “Home is people, not a place.” These words
express so simply what | believe, and they resonated with me deeply.

Whenever | try to explain what has impacted my life the most, | always start with
the people in it. The gratefulness | have is because of this foundation. | have been
blessed regarding the relationships that have influenced me - be it my family,
friends, or co-workers. I never take this blessing for granted. It allows me to have
comfort and ease in my days that | could never put a price on.

One of the groups who exemplify this best are my friends from high school. They
have had my best interests at heart since | was a teen, even through many times
when maybe they shouldn’t! The arc of my life would have been so much more
difficult without them; and so less fulfilling.

So, Class of ’85 Broncos and Gators! | hope you know how much | love you, how
much | learn from you, and how much you inspire me.

$100 TRIVIA CONTEST

Who do | think makes the best hot

pastrami sandwich?

FHRST TO ANSWER CORRECTLY WILL WIN A
$100 GIFT CARD TO THAT ESTABLISHMENT.

ONLY 1GUESS PER PERSON. First person to correctly answer the trivia question via email, text or phone call will
get a $100 gift card to the announced establishment. Winner will be notified via the same channel in which
they enter. By entering this contest you agree that if you are the winner your name will be publicly announced
in Bay Equity’s North Central News ad next month. Real estate agents, brokers, escrow officers, title officers,
appraisers, closing attorneys and other settlement agents or professionals are disqualified from this contest.

Winner for Last Month — Timothy Madsen | Last Month’s Answer — Until The End Of The World

ERIC HERSCHEDE
Branch Manager | NMLS ID# 211628
HerschedeTeam@bayeq.com

7878 N 16th Street, Suite 270
Phoenix, AZ 85020

602.689.2588

I HOME LOANS
BayEqwtyHomeLoans.com/Herschede-Team

Bay Equity LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit. Restrictions
may apply. Rates may not be available at time of application. Information and/or data are subject to change

without notice. All loans are subject to credit approval. Not all loans or products are available in all states. Bay
i Equity LLC, 770 Tamalpais Drive, Suite 207, Corte Madera, CA 94925, NMLS ID#76988. Arizona Mortgage
'Y Banker License #0910340. NMLS consumer access: www.nmlsconsumeraccess org BEKG-231208-5.0
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Phoenix Housing Market
Snapshot as of 12/7/23

*Source of data: ARMLS & The Cromford Report for single-family dwellings.

$603,993 $307.80
Average Monthly Sold Price Average Monthly Sold $/SF

T M

43.7% from last month 43.3% from last month
114.5% from last year 19.4% from last year

The typical 30-year fixed mortgage rate has
dropped significantly since October, from
7.92% on October 30 down to mid-high
6’s as of December 7th. You might have
expected this significant drop in the cost
of buying a home to result in a jump in the
number of people contracting to do so. A
few areas have perked up, but others have
shown no enthusiasm at all, and overall, I
would describe the buyer’s reaction to the
reduced rates as very muted.

FOR SALE
GATED COMMUNITY

517 E Adalr Dr, Phx, AZ 85012
2,906 SE, 3 bedrooms, bonus room, 3.5 baths

LAUNCH
COMPASS

Bl AL T O

Mike Weeks

(602) 625-7058
Mike@MikeWeeksRealtor.com
MikeWeeksRealtor.com @ = WMLE

Reliable. | Experienced. | Diligent.
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Meal delivery
volunteers sought

In partnership with 13 community
agencies, including Foundation for
Senior Living, Valleylife, Phoenix
Children’s Hospital and Duet: Partners
In Health & Aging, more than 65 con-
gregants from Congregation Beth Israel
(CBI) delivered approximately 1,000
meals to over 450 families in need of
help throughout the Valley on
Thanksgiving Day, including many
homebound adults and seniors.

The meals consisted of the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving foods — turkey,
mashed potatoes, sides and pumpkin
pie. The project is a cherished commu-
nity service project of CBI for over 20
years, and has been facilitated and sup-
ported by Sprouts Farmers Market.
CBI congregants donate money to pur-
chase the meals from Sprouts and then
deliver them free of charge to the
recipients.

Beyond holiday meals, Duet is
always looking for volunteers to help
homebound adults who can no longer
drive. Volunteers can help by driving to
medical appointments, grocery shop-

www.northcentralnews.net

Members of Congregation Beth Israel worked with Sprouts Farmers Market and more than
a dozen community agencies to deliver Thanksgiving meals to homebound adults and

seniors in 2023 (submitted photo).

ping, calling or making friendly visits.
Right now, there are 92 homebound
adults waiting to be matched with
compassionate volunteers.
information about volunteer orienta-
tions and being paired with someone in
your geographic area, call at 602-274-
5022 or visit www.duetaz.org.

For more

Retirement community
receives reaccreditation

La Siena, a North Central resort-
style retirement community, recently
announced that it has been reaccredited
by CAREF International. The company
said that the certification is the highest
level of accreditation that can be

" K *'*‘N#*

Brian Smith
602-295-8600

Wk Ayl TR R e x
QUelcwnethec/Vewyeahwdhac/Vewﬂanw’

8113 N 8th Ave « 4B/2 5B/3G, 2800+SF
A Family of Realtors working for you...with a
shared love for our Royal Palm Neighborhood and
North Central Phoenix, we bring a unique blend of
care, expertise and a genuine commitment
to finding the perfect home for you.

Mary Beth Smith
602-434-2900

@HM[SMART

B &

Penny Proper
602-430-/249

awarded to a senior living community
and is similar to the five-star rating of
the hospitality industry.

This latest accreditation is the fifth
consecutive three-year accreditation
awarded to the community, which offers
assisted and independent living. To
receive the three-year reaccreditation
outcome, the community completed a
voluntary peer review process and
demonstrated to a team of surveyors that
its programs and services are of the high-
est quality, measurability and account-
ability. The survey team’s report high-
lighted the community’s many strengths,
including its Zest program, a holistic
approach to health and wellness appeal-
ing to residents’ mind, body and spirit;
high level of resident and family satisfac-
tion and trust; and robust dining experi-
ence focused on choice and quality.

La Siena is located 909 E. Northern
Ave., Phoenix. For more information,
call 602-831-0003 or visit www.lasien-
aseniorliving.com.

Kids & Families

Program prepares families
for college admission

According to Access ASU, college
enrollment is on a steady decline in
Arizona, falling from 55 percent of
high school graduates enrolling to 47
percent, and the program is committed
to turning this trend around via a new
digital college preparation curriculum
for students and their families.

Access ASU, a K-12 outreach divi-
sion at Arizona State University (ASU)
announced WeGrad, a program that
provides digestible courses that help
support busy families in preparing their
students for college, is now available
directly to families for the first time.
Thanks to grant funding through
2024, families with middle school and
high school students can access the pro-
gram digitally, at no cost.

The program, once offered only
through high schools, can now be
accessed directly using SMS text mes-
saging and WhatsApp. The digital, self-
paced WeGrad course is available in
English and Spanish, and helps prepares
middle and high school students for
academic success and equips parents to
be the primary support and mentor as
their children apply to attend college.

The middle school curriculum cov-
ers 10 lessons on topics such as parents’
role in academic success, making the
most of parent-teacher conferences and
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building responsibility to achieve acade-
mic success. The high school curricu-
lum delves deeper into college prepara-
tion with 16 lessons offering insight
into university admissions, college
entrance exams, high school transcripts,
cost and financial aid and investing in
college. The elementary curriculum will
be released this month.

To participate in the WeGrad col-
lege readiness program, individuals can
sign up for the Access ASU K-12
Family  Fusion
https://eoss.asu.edu/access-newsletters.
Subscribers
receive complimentary access to the
digital Learn

https://eoss.asu.edu/access.

newsletter at
to the newsletter will

course. more at

Phoenix Zoo to host
teen career day

The Phoenix Zoo will host an in-
person Teen Career Conference next
month geared towards teens, grades 9-
12, and their educational support net-
works (parents, educators, career/col-
lege counselors, etc.) who are interested
in exploring different careers in the
world of animal science.

At the Feb. 10 event, attendees will
experience what it is like to attend a
professional conference and engage in a
variety of activities, including hearing
from specially selected speaker panels
comprised of a range of experts in zool-
ogy, conservation, animal husbandry,
and veterinary care working both with-
in the Zoo and in the field. Speakers
will offer insights into their career
paths and provide advice on breaking
into their respective fields.

In addition, participants can net-
work with representatives from the
Phoenix Zoo and other scientific and
educational institutions from around
the Valley to learn about their programs
and opportunities for teens. Lastly, they
will attend a professional skill-building
workshop led by the Phoenix Zoo’s
Human Resources team on how to
write resumes and cover letters, and
how to successfully interview for the
job of your dreams.

Check-in begins at 8 a.m. and the day
of events will wrap with an optional
“More than a Zookeeper” tour that
begins at 4 p.m. A virtual attendee option
is also available. Spots are limited and
teens are encouraged to sign up early. For
additional information or to register, visit
www.phoenixzoo.org/events/teen-career-
conference.
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Valley teens will have the opportunity to
explore a career in animal science at a
February career conference at the Phoenix
Zoo (submitted photo).

Training program
focuses on construction

A new training facility in Phoenix
geared toward helping bring skilled
workers into the Arizona workforce is
now open.

The Habitat for Humanity’s
Construction Training Program (CTP),
facility at 2830 W. Glendale Ave.,
offers 9-12 weeks of classroom, lab and
hands-on in the field residential con-
struction training. Participants can
earn several construction industry cer-
tifications, attain career readiness skills,
and receive a stipend during their time
enrolled in the program. Additional
benefits are offered for military and
veterans. Enrollment in program is
cost-free.

The CTP is an open-entry course of
study. Students are allowed to enter
every four weeks based on Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act
(WIOA) approval. It also utilizes the
National Center for Construction
Education & Research (NCCER) cur-
riculum as the basis for its certifica-
tions. Considered the industry stan-
dard, NCCER currently offers more
than 45 core and preferred craft trade
programs. All earned credentials are
transferable throughout the U.S. and
are stackable as individuals continue
their training after completing the pre-
apprenticeship program.

Previous construction experience is
not necessary to qualify for the Habitat
Construction Training Program. Learn
more at www.habitatcaz.org/ctp.

. Celebhate the Alew %eah,

wuth bmutq,uL hm)m'

Call or text 602-518-1624
for an appointment.
Zhanna Davidova

Located inside of Hair Craft Salon

6522 N. 16th St., Ste. 5
p—— www.haircraftsalonaz.com

.‘ ..
L

Aarizonda SEEKING FOSTER HOMES FOR INCREDIBLE PETS.

umane www.azhumane.org/foster
SOCIETY®

What people re saying ahout us ...

The team at Fitness Solutions is amazing, always making sure you get the most from

your workouts!! Bill's many decades of helping others be as fit as they can be means

he has seen it all, so to speak. So he can help you too!! | am 60 years old and really
see myself toning up ... no more wobbly arms!!! Yay!!! - Diane K.

Bill has been instrumental in my increased ability to function following two major
surgeries to my lumbar spine. His programs are individualized, not "cookie cutter.”
His charges are reasonable. | owe him a lot. - Stephen W.

Call 602-230-8581 now to set up a short consultation with Bill Ross!

gru, gass

FITNESS SOLUTIONS

.. OVER 30 YEARS OF SUCCESS STORIES $ g‘

ﬂ!-ﬂﬂlll | 30minvteworkout.com
7600 N. 16th St. Suite 125 | Phoenix, AZ 85020 AN
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“Be my Valentine”

Put romance back in your life.....try dancing!

Come dance with the best teachers, (\f)
) \

build your confidence and ease ...
and just think of the fun,

Call now for details.

Gift
Certificates
Available

Artlur P Murray

PHOENIX - 4540 N. 7th St. Suite #1
602-264-4612 - www.arthurmurrayphoenix.com

Hours:
1-9p.m.
Tues.-Fri.;
10:30 a.m. -
3 p.m.
Sat.

Credit
Cards
Welcome

Happy New Year!

Thank you for helping us
support our holiday charities!

St. Vincent de Paul Society

Department of Child Safety ! X
Holiday Food Drive

Giving Tree Program
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OUR CLUB IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Come on in and enjoy our great restaurant and other social activities!
Dining ¢ Bingo ¢ Bunco  Karaoke ¢ Bocce e Live Entertainment

W E E 7509 North 12th Street

Phoenix, AZ 85020
Phone: 602-975-8294
The place for everyone - "good times, good laughs, great food."
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Central (photo courtesy of Joan Waters).

See new public art
at Park Central

In late November, artist Joan Waters
installed her latest series, “Totems,” at
the entrance of Park Central after an
exhibition of her work at Park Central’s
Artlink Gallery, “mood room.”

The pieces showcase an explo-
ration of shadow compositions and a
unique fusion of nature’s energies and
forms through intricate Corten steel
sculptures.

Originally hailing from England
and now an active participant in the
Phoenix art scene, Waters earned her
BFA from The Maryland Institute,
College of Art. Inspired by the intense
desert light of Arizona, she has
become known for her
abstract acrylic paintings and distinc-
tive metal sculptures.

Waters’ “Totems” series encapsu-
lates her fascination with the mysteri-
ous shapes formed by the desert sun-
light casting dense and distinct shad-
ows. The installation provides a
unique opportunity for art lovers to
immerse themselves in the dynamic
interplay of light and form, as each
three-dimensional sculpture casts its
own distinct shadows.

The sculptures, from east to west,
are “Totem: Desert Flower,” “Totem:
Los  Animales” and  “Totem:
Deconstructed Shadow.”

Park Central is located at 3121 N.
3rd Ave. in Phoenix. For additional

sizeable
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Residents can view Valley artist Joan Waters’ latest series, “Totems,” at the entrance of Park

information,  visit ~ www.parkcen-

tralphoenix.com or www.joanwaters.me.

Trinity continues
music series

Music at Trinity continues its 2023-
24 concert series at Trinity Cathedral
this month with the free Peel Memorial
Concert. This year’s Peel Memorial
organist is the exciting and powerful
performer, Damin Spritzer. Her mas-
terful program includes several rarely
heard works by 20th-century com-
posers Johanna Senfter, Mary Howe,
Larry King and Herbert Howells.

Under the direction of Erik W.
Goldstrom, the concert series is held at
Trinity Cathedral, 100 W. Roosevelt
St., in downtown Phoenix. For infor-
mation, visit www.trinitymusicaz.org.

Phoenix Art Museum
hosts Amplified

A one-day audio-visual event fea-
turing regional and global musical acts,
art installations, specialty food and
drink experiences will return to
Phoenix Art Museum in January.

PhxArt Amplified Vol. 3, scheduled
from noon to 10 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
20, is an all-day, all-ages art and music
festival held at Phoenix Art Museum.
The January event marks the return of
the audio-visual experience following a
hiatus necessitated by the COVID-19
pandemic.
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This year’s Amplified is co-head-
lined by folk artist June McDoom and
Mexico City-based Latin-indie band
Little Jesus. The event will also feature
an extensive line-up of musical, visual,
and performance artists from across
Arizona. Early-bird tickets are on sale
now, with discounted pricing valid
through Jan. 7. Early-bird tickets are
$30 for general public; $10 for PhxArt
members; $5 for youth ages 6 to 17;
free for those under age 6.

For the most up-to-date informa-
tion as additional bands and musical
confirmed,

https://phxart.org/amplified.

acts are visit

Exhibition features

North Central artist

Fivel5Arts will present “Men Like
Me” Jan. 5-28. The new exhibition fea-
tures the recent work of North Central
resident Harold Lohner.

Exploring themes of masculine iden-
tity and male relationships, Lohner’s
monoprints push technical boundaries of
scale and materials. His work is layered
with pattern and color that both reveal
and conceal his subjects, creating an envi-
ronment for the viewer to explore.

An opening reception will be held
First Friday, Jan. 5, from 6 to 9 p.m.
Fifel5Arts is located at 1301 NW
Grand Ave. For additional information,
visit www.fivel5arts.com
www.haroldlohner.com.

or

M3F moves to
Indian School park

The nonprofit music festival M3F
Fest recently announced not only the
lineup for the 2024 concert but a new
venue — Steele Indian School Park.

Fans should expect the same M3F
experience as past years with an even
larger footprint than before, along
with brand new art activations with
more details to be announced. The
historic venue will continue the evolu-
tion of M3F’s growth since its debut
20 years ago.

The concert, scheduled for March
1-2, will include the dreamy sounds of

Dominic Fike, award-winning
London  vocalist  Arlo  Parks,
Minnesota indie rockers Hippo

Campus, and the mesmerizing sounds
of Bakar. The lineup continues with
fan-favorite Dayglow, German vocalist
Roosevelt, genre-defying Los Angeles
artist Fiji Blue, Chicago duo DRAMA,

The popular M3F Fest returns to the Valley in 2024 but this time, Steele Indian School Park

will play host (photo by Neil Schwartz).

the disco vibes of Poolside, the catchy
alternative pop sounds of Toronto’s
Valley and many more.

M3F donates 100 percent of festival
proceeds to charity with $2 million
donated since 2022 and $5.2 million
raised in total since its inception in
2004. The charity focus of M3F
expanded last year with the launch of
the M3F Fund (https://m3ffund.com/

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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getfunded), which opened up funding
to the public by offering an open appli-
cation to nonprofit or 501(c)(3) orga-
This includes beneficiaries
such as Music Therapy Program at
Phoenix Children’s Hospital, Phoenix
Rescue Mission, Habitat for Humanity,
and many more.

Stay up to date with event details at
www.m3ffest.com.

nizations.

On the Town

Celebrate the arts in the new year
with live, local music and theater per-
formances, national touring shows and
family-friendly special events, plus a
handful of art and cultural events for
all. See you on the town in January!

Vintage & Vinyl Night
Market

Jan. 4

Crescent Ballroom

www.crescentphx.com;
602-716-2222

A Night of Global Jazz
with Holly Channell

Jan. 4
The Nash
www.thenash.org;

602-795-0464

Brian Lopez
Jan. 5
Valley Bar

www.valleybarphx.com;

602-716-2222

‘I became a Realtor to serve, protect, and guide others in meaningful and
impactful wags that help them reach and extead their goals”
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Igor Glenn, Doc Rolland &
Meryl Brown in Concert
Jan. 5

Central United Methodist Church

www.luraturnerhomes.com;

602-943-4789

‘Arizona Unzipped’

Jan. 5-6
Orpheum Theatre

www.orpheumphx.com/events

26th Annual Festival of
New American Theatre

Jan. 5-21
The Phoenix Theatre Company
www.phoenixtheatre.com; 602-254-2151

Annual House Rent Party

Jan. 6
The Rhythm Room
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981

Annual Bonsai
& Pottery Exhibit

Jan. 7

Japanese Friendship Garden
www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org;
602-274-8700

- 1 ONLY HAVE TWO

" RESOLUTIONS
')f\’)/l FOR THE NEW YEAR:

HAF"P"l"

Elvis Birthday Celebration
Jan. 7

The Rhythm Room
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981

The Charlatans (UK) & RIDE
Jan. 8

The Van Buren
www.thevanburenphx.com;

480-659-1641

The Insomniacs

Jan. 10

The Rebel Lounge
www.therebellounge.com; 602-296-7013

‘Islander’

Jan. 11-28

Herberger Theater Center
www.herbergertheater.org;

602-252-8497

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Performance Pop-Up:
Fushicho Daiko Dojo
Jan. 13

Herberger Theater Center

www.herbergertheater.org; 602-252-
8497

‘The Little Engine

That Could’

Jan. 17 — Feb. 4

Great Arizona Puppet Theater
www.azpuppets.org; 602-262-2050

Latin Jazz Series:
Miguel Zenén
Jan. 18

The Nash
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

The Never Ending Fall

Jan. 18
Valley Bar
www.valleybarphx.com; 602-716-2222

Sunn Rays

Jan. 18
Last Exit Live
www.lastexitlive.com; 602-271-7000

LULL' 1. Help you buy or sell a house:,

/ Z €4t | / e

REAL

Marketing Evaluation!

DAVE SORENSEN

Call Today for Your FREE

602.320.9995

www.northcentralphx.com

(if that's your goal) .
2. Keep all of my néw year /s#

resolutions!

ESTATE
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New Guard Big Band with
Gracie Jay

Jan. 19

The Nash

www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

Mayer Hawthorne

Jan. 20
Crescent Ballroom
www.crescentphx.com; 602-716-2222

Performance Pop-Up:
Phoenix Youth Circus Arts
Jan. 20

Herberger Theater Center
www.herbergertheater.org;

602-252-8497

ZAZU West: Django
Reinhardt B-day Celebration
Jan. 20

The Nash

www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

Broadway Rave
Jan. 26

The Rebel Lounge
www.therebellounge.com; 602-296-7013

Serpientes Fiesta

Jan. 27
Chase Field

www.mlb.com/dbacks/tickets/events/fiesta

Sonoran Dispatch: Wes
Anderson Soundtrack Live
Jan. 27

The Van Buren
www.thevanburenphx.com; 480-659-1641

Michael Dease Quintet
Jan. 27

The Nash

www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

‘The Barber of Seville’

Jan. 27-28
Arizona Opera at Symphony Hall
www.azopera.org; 602-266-7464

All event dates are current at time of
publication. Check with individual
venues for up-to-date show informa-
tion. Find events throughout the month
at www.northcentralnews.net/events.



www.northcentralnews.net

S

Café Chat

Restaurant serves up
a spirited blend
By Marjorie Rice

Don’t call it “fusion” — Chef/Owner
Engin Onural hates the term — but his
Sandfish Sushi and Whiskey, with its
subdued décor evoking shells, waves
and sea-washed woods, blends two very
different, yet complementary regions:
Scandinavian and Japanese.

“They have similar cultures,” he
said. “Theyre both very clean-cut,
minimalist, uncluttered.”

While born in the United States,
Onural grew up in Turkey. He began
cooking, learning from his mother. “I
decided on this journey when I was
10,” he said. “That’s 30 years now.” He
expanded his culinary education after
getting a business degree, an education
that included extensive travel and jobs
in a variety of Southern California
hotels and restaurants.

At one point, Onural decided to
learn sushi-making, and studied under
chef Andy Matsuda at the Sushi Chef
Institute in Torrance, California. He
went on to participate in the 2017
World Sushi Cup, where he came in
27th. “I want to go back in 2024, just
for fun,” he said.

He brings influences from those
culinary journeys — especially in
Scandinavia and Japan — to his restau-
rant’s décor and menu, collaborating
with Head Chef Chris Wolf.

That combination — Onural gri-
maces at the term “fusion” — is evident
in the restaurant’s spare design. The
building has been stripped back to its
bones, with sand-blasted and stained
original roof rafters, clean-lined furnish-
ings, and a long counter backed by a
wall of whiskeys, including what Onural
believes is the Valley’s largest assortment
of limited-availability Japanese labels.

“We carry a lot of allocated
Japanese whiskey,” Onural said. “I
think our idea, our concept, our collec-
tion is unique in the Valley.”

While many traditional whiskey
drinkers take their drinks neat, or with a
splash of water, cocktail menus these days
have become playgrounds for “mixolo-
gists” (another trendy word Onural
eschews), who concoct amalgams of spir-
its, seasonings, juices, fruit, pickles — you

LLi#10
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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Head chef Chris Wolf, left, general manager Brittney O’Brien, cook Alex Cho and
chef/owner Engin Onural are backed by a wall of fine whiskeys at Sandfish Sushi and
Whiskey in the Melrose District (photo by Darryl Webb, special for North Central News).

name it — to tempt imbibers.

Sandfish customers enjoy the rare
whiskeys as well as more exotic creations
blended by bar manager, Josh Martinez.
“He has very good knowledge,” Onural

said. “I have a hard time following him.”

Martinez and other Sandfish staff
can guide guests who want to experi-
ment with a sushi/whiskey pairing,
Onural said, offering an example: the

spicy tuna tostada with Nikka Whisky
from the Barrell, a spicy whisky (they
leave off the “¢”) that stands up to the
pronounced flavors of the appetizer.

Those tostadas are his customers’
favorite, Onural said. “We've probably
made millions of those already.”
Theyre a gyoza (Japanese dumpling)
wrap that’s fried flat, like a crispy a lit-
tle tortilla, then topped with spicy
aioli, teriyaki sauce and micro greens.

Another menu standout is the octo-
pus. Wolf cooks it in oil and its own
juice, confit-style, until tender, then
chars it on a grill and serves it with
edamame hummus, bubu arare (rice
pearls), nori paste and micro greens.
The result is incredibly tender, with a
crusty, smoky exterior.

The menu offers traditional sushi,
sashimi and a variety of rolls, but the
signature dishes are the standouts.

“Yes, we do traditional sushi, but the
way we do our food is really unique to
us,” Onural said. “It is hard to explain.”

Some examples: Desserts including

please see BLEND on page 42

CRAFT KITCHEN & COCKTAILS
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LAUNCH COMPASS

Looking to
buy or sell?
Let us guide

you home.

CONNECT WITH US:
Chris Taege, REALTOR ®
Jen Taege, Associate Broker

THE

TAEGE TEAM
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Direct: 602.663.0174

Email: info@taegeteam.com
Website: www.thetaegeteam.com
FOLLOW US: @thetaegeteam

'SP, ECIAT
Start out the New Year

with our year-round
business card special

1000 business cards
for $45

+ tax

14pt stock, printed two sides with UV gloss

Impressionmakers Printing, LLC
1505 W. 10th Place, Suite 101 Tempe, AZ 85281
480-967-2180 wendy@impressionmakers.com

BLEND continued from page 41

matcha creampuffs with chocolate and
pistachio; and a coconut panna cotta
with blood orange jell, coconut streusel,
mango coulis and hibiscus powder; the
Sandfish roll, with imitation crab, spicy
tuna, avocado, spicy aioli, teriyaki sauce,
green onions, micro greens and lightly
fried potato threads (“That potato/truf-
fle combination has a lot of umami
behind it,” said Wolf.); and the Sandfish
scallop signature dish, which is raw scal-
lops tossed with yuzu vinaigrette, lime
and shallot, topped with walnuts and sea
beans to add some crunch and saltiness.

“We also offer an omakase, with
nine courses, and our matched whiskey
flights are in the works,” said General
Manager Brittney O’Brien.

On this visit, the Sandfish team
were celebrating their one-year anniver-
sary in the Melrose location. The
restaurant is Onural’s second with the
Sandfish name. His first opened in
Palm Springs in 2018.

“In late 2018 I wanted to have a
second Sandfish,” Onural said. “I
looked around to see if I wanted to go
the L.A. route or the Phoenix route.”
He chose Phoenix because, “I really
liked the people in Phoenix. The peo-
ple here are comfortable and real.”

He chose the Melrose neighbor-
hood for its laid-back vibe.

“I really like this district,” he said.
“I think it has huge potential. The peo-
ple are very supportive.”

That merges perfectly with
Onural’s ambitions for his restaurant,
another happy “fusion.”

“When you walk into Sandfish, you
feel warm, welcome,” he said. “It’s a place
you just want to be — where you come to
eat good food, not to be seen. We have a
beautiful patio in the back with a nice
fireplace. And we're dog friendly.

“I would love people to come visit
us and give us a shot.”

Sandfish Sushi and Whiskey, at
4232 N. 7th Ave., is open from 4:30 to
10 p.m., Sunday to Thursday, and 4:30
to 11 p.m., Friday and Saturday. For
information, call 602-675-4020 or visit
www.sandfishsushiwhiskey.com.

Dining Briefs
Ambrogio15 to open
in early 2024

Set to open at Biltmore Fashion
Park, the restaurant group behind
Ambrogiol5 describe it as a modern

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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Italian restaurant serving authentic
Milanese fare. With a job fair that was
held in mid-December, the restaurant
is one step closer to its anticipated early
2024 opening.

Opening on the west side of
Biltmore Fashion Park inside the space
formerly occupied by California Pizza
Kitchen, Ambrogiol5 is the San Diego
group’s sixth concept. The group is
working with San Diegos GTC
Design, to construct a soaring, sleek
and wood-lined space inspired by the
owners hometown of Milan — the
capital of design and fashion. Stepping
past the glowing two-story glass fagade,
guests can dine in the lively lounge fea-
turing a central wine tower, cuddle up
inside leather-wrapped booth in the
main dining area, or reserve the posh
12-person private dining room featur-
ing a dedicated bar. Seating up to 145,
Ambrogiol5 will be open for lunch and
dinner, with plans to add weekend
brunch and late-night dining.

Biltmore Fashion Park is located at
2502 E. Camelback Road. Learn more
about the restaurant at www.ambro-
giol5.com.

Local brewery
takes top honors

Pedal Haus Brewery took home the
top honor and was named the 2023
Brewery of the Year when the Arizona
Craft Brewers Guild celebrated the craft
beer community at the second annual
Arizona Craft Beer Awards in October.

Fifty-three local breweries submit-
ted 194 beers to be judged. An inde-
pendent panel of 65 judges blind sam-
pled the beers and evaluated them
according to the Great American Beer
Festival guidelines.

The brewery received 18 rtotal
points from the three gold medals it
won for its German-Style Pilsner,
Beach Cruiser Mexican Lager and
Desert Classic Pale Ale beers — resulting
in being named Brewery of the Year.

The company celebrated its seventh
anniversary in 2023, having opened its
first location on Mill Avenue in Tempe
in 2015. It now also has locations in
downtown Chandler, Phoenix and at
Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport. The
team, led by Wright and Derek “Doc”
Osborne, head brewer, crafts all beer
out of Pedal Haus’ brewing facility in
Chandler. The brewery makes a dozen
beers — many of them are true to style
and several are seasonal such as the
Pumpkin Ale and Peppermint Porter.
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Pedal Haus is open daily, serving
scratch-made dishes for lunch and din-
ner, plus happy hour specials. For details,

visit www.pedalhausbrewery.com.

Nobel opens
Phoenix location

Another coffee concept has opened
in a space at 7th Avenue and McDowell
Road that previously housed a
Starbucks.

Noble Ground Coffee celebrated
the grand opening of its flagship café
and first location in Phoenix Friday,
Nov. 17. Located at 701 W. McDowell
Road, the grand opening event will fea-
ture a ribbon cutting and coffee toast

“Noble Ground Coffee is truly cof-
fee with a cause,” said Tim O’Neal,
CEO of Thrive Services Group. “With
every cup of coffee you purchase, prof-
its will help support social service pro-
grams like education and housing for
those who need them most. Your
money will go back into the communi-
ty to help your neighbors get back on
their feet.”

With a company mission of making
a lasting impact in the community,
profits will support local nonprofits

.
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Noble Ground Coffee celebrated the opening of its flagship café on the southwest corner of
7th Avenue and McDowell Road at a ribbon-cutting event held Nov. 17 (submitted photo).

such as Goodwill of Central and
Northern Arizona, an organization that
works in partnership with Thrive
Services Group to build affordable and
transitional housing for those who need
it most. Additionally, Noble Ground
Coffee will help fund the Spark
Education system,
designed to give underserved students

a micro-school

individualized instruction.

The Phoenix location will be open
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through
Sunday. Coffee drinkers will have a
variety of drinks to choose from includ-
ing macchiatos, cappuccinos, lattes,
mochas, cold brews, and Signature Sips
like the “Honeycomb” espresso served
with honey and vanilla or the “Noble

Making big
changes this

A

year?

Let us be part of your

celebration!

111 East Dunlap Avenue

[ R E!

Phoenix, Arizona 85020

(602)907-7.840

We do Custom Cakes and
Cookies for any occasion

life cooks up!
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Goodness” espresso layered with white
chocolate and Irish cream flavors. Tea
drinkers will find matchas, chai lattes,
and a variety of hot and cold teas on
the menu. The location will also serve
pastries, croissants, muffins, cookies,
and breakfast burritos from a local bak-
ery, in addition to-go lunch items like a
ham or turkey sandwich.

Visit www.noblegroundcoffee.com
for more information.

New Dunkin
breaks ground

As many residents in the area of 7th
and Dunlap avenues noticed in early
November, a defunct gas station, which
sat empty for more than a decade on
the southwest corner, has been demol-
ished. The demolition will make way
for a new Dunkin location.

According to its December 2022
zoning request, the new ground-up
construction of a 1,090-square-foot
Dunkin will include drive-through lane
operation, a walk-up window and small
outdoor dining area. There will be no
indoor dining or public restroom.

The coffee and donut chain is
expected to open in June 2024.
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Wine festival returns
to Heritage Square

Arizona’s premier wine festival will
return this month with 20 of Arizona’s
best wineries along with more than 40
non-winery vendors, including fine arts,
artisan foods, vintage vendors, and non-
stop entertainment, along with two food
trucks and local beer.

The Arizona Wine Festival, present-
ed by Willcox Wine Country, will be
held Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 27-28,
at Heritage Square, 113 N. 6th St.
Tentative participating wineries include
1764 Vineyards, Arizona Stronghold,
Barrelhead Farms Winery, Birds &
Barrels Vineyards, Bodega Pierce,
Caduceus Cellars, Carlson Creek
Vineyards, Copper Horse Vineyard,
Coronado Vineyards, Golden Rule
Vineyards, Keeling Schaefer Vineyards,
Page Springs Cellars, Pillsbury Wine
Company, Strive Vineyards and
Zarpara Vineyard.

The Cochise Graham Wine Council,
Inc. (Willcox Wine Country) is a region
and association of Arizona farm wineries
and vineyards located in Cochise and
Graham counties. The Willcox area leads
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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The annual Arizona Wine Festival invites residents to explore the unique wines of the state,
along with art, food and entertainment (photo courtesy of Wilcox Wine Country).

Arizona wine grape production by grow-
ing 74 percent of the state’s wine grapes.

The festival begins at 11 a.m. both
days and will run undl 7 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 27, and 5 p.m. on Sunday,
Jan. 28. The cost per person ranges from
$30-$45, and each ticket includes a
commemorative wine glass and 10 tast-
ing tickets. For tickets and more details,
visit www.willcoxwinecountry.org and
click on the “Events” link.

Festival supports
public radio

The Friends of Public Radio
Arizona have transformed their annual
fine wine dinner into an afternoon fes-
tival featuring wines, food and
fundraising surrounded by breathtak-
ing views of the Valley.

The First Press Fine Wine Festival
and Silent Auction will be held
Saturday, Feb. 17, from 1 to 4 p.m. The
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As 2023 comes to a close, | reflect back on the year with fond appreciation
for the wonderful relationships and trust that my clients and | have built.

If you're interested in SELLING OR BUYING in the new year, contact me to discuss your options.

'SUCCESSFULLY §c(ling

®JMG CAPITAL

Janeen M. Gelinas
JMG Copital, Inc
% Designated Broker
B 480.221-737%
i AT hemas jmgEygmall com
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elegant affair will feature tastings of
from California, Oregon,
Washington and Arizona, and a selec-
tion of food to complement the stellar
wine offerings, in addition to live
music and a silent auction.

The festival benefits Friends of
Public Radio Arizona (https://fpraz.org),
which supports the programs and out-
reach of public radio in Phoenix includ-
ing KJZZ 91.5, K-BACH 89.5, and the
SPOT 127 Youth Media Center.

Wrigley Mansion is located at 2501
E. Telaway Trail, Phoenix. Specially-
priced early bird tickets and sponsor-
ship information can be found at

wine

www.firstpressarizona.com.

Celebrate Valentine’s
at speakeasy event

Phoenix’s Heritage Square will part-
ner with the Phoenix Art Deco Society
for a special Valentine’s Day event.

Residents are invited to celebrate
Valentine’s Day by stepping back in
time and dressing to the nines
Wednesday, Feb. 14, from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. Held at Heritage Square’s
Prohibition Hideaway Speakeasy,
guests will enjoy wine and dancing.
Tickets will include admission to the
speakeasy, a glass of bubbly, and a bot-
tle of wine and charcuterie spread to
share with that special someone.

Heritage square is located at 113 N.
6th St. in downtown Phoenix. Tickets are
limited for this special event and available
at https://heritagesquarephx.org/prohibi-
tion-hideaway.

Starbucks opens
‘Community’ location

In early December, Starbucks dedi-
cated a new Community Store location
at 1970 W. Glendale Ave. The coffee
chain says that these store concepts are
meant to
Starbucks partners to connect with,
engage and represent the communities
they serve,” through programming and
experiences that support economic
opportunity in communities and create
pathways to opportunity for the com-
pany’s partners (employees).

According to a company spokesper-
son, the location created 20 local jobs
and is working with the Arizona Foster
Alliance (https://thefosteralliance.org)
and the 19th North Community Garden
(www.19north.org/ community-garden)
to provide support to Phoenix youth and
individuals experiencing hunger.

“create environments for
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A. J. Birdwell
Plumbing

602-2<4-4121

Water « Sewers * Water Heaters
Repairs are our Specialty!!

No E%?AVEL CHARGES * FREE ESTIMATES

ROC # 0457777 » Licensed * Bonded

(602) 908-6329

¢ Installs
e Service all brands

Y

,.h_.. e Repairs
¢ Heat pump master
AZ COMFORT AIR Pl LCED
il i ° Free estimate
‘a"ﬂ * R Call for details!
aZ-comfortair. com Locally owned & operated

Bonded, Licensed & Insured

AMERICAN (]
TREE EXPERTS|

Sadl hensg o rghd wfer afl lene poan
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Shaping and Removal

Fertileeation and Damage Prevention
Shrubs

Fiar mwore wlivimalion call

602.740.2947

W i Dl oo b ool il il

Trees - Hedges -

David Wolfe

her | * Yeain Expeness

| PAINTING @

Small Job Specialist :
Kifchen Cabineis -

1S £ L ARAN TEED
TREEL LS1IMATLS

Vanities - Doors = Murals
45 Years Experience (Mo Hired helg)
Onver 28 Yirs, With Morth Central News |
Cramner, Gary Does Al Work!
480-945-461T Mr.Gary Beo Web Samples

(Mo Spraying)

BUSY CLEANING

15 years experience, great references

Weekly * Biweekly « Monthly
We also offer
one-time deep cleaning

Call Sandra for an estimate at

CLW

PLUMBING

QUALITY U AHKMANMTITIEELD

602.690.3111

OFFICE(@CLWPLUMBING.COM

1943 W. NortH LANE, SuiTe 8 | PHOENIX, AZ 85021
WWW.CLWPLUMBING.COM | ROC265095 K-77

602-341-0170
Conversationa

Spamsh

Why just smile while others translate for you?
One-on-one and small group lessons.
iLLAMANOS HOY!
602-413-5228
www.azcorporatelanguages.com
10% discount off first monthly payment for new students showing this ad.

PHOTOS, SLIDES
& more!

602-799-9621

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

Call or text
602-550-0911
for a quote.

No $ down until job

- is completed!
And ... Window Shutters Ee !

Unique painting process with customer's
convenience in mind

Expert craftsman in fine finishes
Sherwin Williams highest quality paints
Enclosed spray booth on jobsite

www.azcabinetpaintinglic.com

1t e CavaRTend
driv ity Regpes Pemders brzg

Complete Plumbing and
Drain Cleanlng Repair

602 663-8432

If water runs through it, we do it!

* Hassle-free offers * Small North Central dealer

Callfexi [(002) 252-9134

anytime (480) 528-1517
a1 Espaiol

directdriveauto.com

DirectDriveAuto

Cleers

SAVE 25 %
R

OYMA2024

BNEY L P i i
Fun_ B BT

1940 E. Camelback Rd, Suite 202  Phoenix, AZ 85016 T Celeste Soong-Tang * Buy - Sell - Trade | Quality used vehicles
Mention this ad
tra Mile Painting 2(;'1078%8“
X
| /o
Your Fallr 1o We tnss Company gioerdll FLEMING

“Going the extra mile in
service, craftmanship
and cleanliness.”

Our painters
paint with pride!

Read our Yelp reviews! ™
ROC # 299666 =

www.exiramilepaintingaz.com

SPRINKLER/LANDSCAPE

INSTALLATION-REPAIRS
DESIGN/BUILD - LIGHTING
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

602-292-5657
Doug Fleming, Owner ROC # 098462
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~ GROW YOUR OWN
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Rising Above and Delivering Quality You Deserve.
Dependability You Can Count On Since 2005

I<T7==3

Er e el oo irrerrr LEC.
The Residential Remodeling Experts.

Call today for a free estimate!
(623) 581-5357

www.krbdevelopment.com
Licensed, Bonded and Insured ¢ ROC 206697 KB-1
Residential and Commercial Contractors

B MEDINA’S

: 2.486.5574
are there for all'your Wi CALL NOW!
- _ﬂgsgpmg needs! FREE ESTIMATE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS IRRIGATION INSTALL & REPAIR
SOD INSTALLATION « LANDSCAPE LIGHTING ¢ PAVERS
TREE REMOVAL « TRIMMING & PRUNING * TREE PLANTING

U
~ ¥Bleaselcallioritextyy
b1 [or alfree estimate.

i\ QUICK TRIP MOVERS ‘
| We move furniture & appliances!

Same day small load |
moves are our specialty! |

Lo Hoses S Nk D
Owners/Moving Specialists

623 349-1035

SLUGOCK] LAW
PFLE
Call Michael Slugocki

Your Neighborhood Traffic
& Defense Attorney

480-466-0113

Mention this ad for a neighborly discount.

www.northcentralnews.net

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

MARYAMM

GOZ-997-TE33
CHAIRS ¢ PILLOWS ¢ SLIPCOVERS ¢ PATIO CUSHIONS
HigH QUALITY DESIGNER WoRK

SERVING THE VALLEY SINCE 1990

Winbows/Doors

Is your house ready for a makeover?
Building your dream house?
We can help!

+ Replacement windows

+ New Construction windows

+ Multi-Slide — Bi-folding doors

« Entry, French and Patio doors

+ Barn doors & Hardware

+ Interior Doors and Trim

+ Window coverings and shutters

Stop by our new showroom: 4454 E. Thomas Road

ROC #179513

602.508.0800

www.liwindow.com

. : = s
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kitchentune-up
602.848.3240

H1LC|’L-E'I'I!.IJH-E'IJFI-. C Om

Cobinel Painting ® Redooring ® New Cabinels & Move!
Fimarscdmg Availoble Free Consuliabion
.:_'___L
— 25— Lura Turner
’fﬂ:P Homes
Wit duibsitn srith Dur i i

...has residential (private pay) openings
for men with developmental and
intellectual disabilities
...has openings for care-givers (must have
proof of vaccination against CoVID-19).

Call 602-943-4789 for further info.

Put your ad here!
Call
North Central News
at
602-277-2742
to find out how!

7575 Quandt

Landscaping

Landscaping Installations & Makeovers
Sprinklers « Brickwork e Patios « Pavers
Gravel « Sod « Shrubs « Trees
Outdoor Lighting
call for free estimates

602-481-8571

Ryan’s Removal

Oleander, Tree and Stump Removal
Dirt - Concrete - Hauling - Delivery
Lot Clearing - Pool Removal
Insured - Bonded

Call for free esitmate

602-451-6120

ryansremoval@gmail.com
oleanderremoval.com

Need a Plumber?
Call Sandy Holland Plumbing!

All Types Plumbing and Gas
Whole Home Filters starting at $795 complete
Water Heaters installed starting at $1,195 complete
Work Guaranteed * References on Request
35 Years Experience ° Insured * No Job Too Small!

602-510-9600

Freewgcge!:jomrates

LEATHER FURNITURE CARE

Your Leather Looking Shabby?
Cat, Dog Scratches, Dry, Fading?

“IT CAN LOOK NEW AGAIN”

We carry raw local honey!

602-248-7862
UDDER FINERY LEATHER CARE

R
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ESTABLISHED 1970

WESSELLHBAKER

Remoclehng and Repalr Conl:racl:or
Concrete * Patios * Windows « Painting * Drywall
Licensed + Bonded ¢ Insured - ROC #201515

or WesselandBaker@gmail.com
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‘ﬂ- Top Rated Public
E ] E and Private Schools

?

@ Murphy's Bridle Path

— Missouri Ave.

]

Rancho Solano
HOMES VALUED AT $1 MILLION+

I I Bethany Home Rd. =

UPTOWN

FARMERS MARKET

WHEN IT COMES TO NEIGHBORHOODS IN NORTH CENTRAL,
TRUST OUR REALTORS® TO KNOW THE INS AND OUTS.

FOOD FOR
THOUGHT

1. Windsor

2. Churn Ice Creamery
3. Federal Pizza

4. Joyride Taco House
5. Postino Central-

Central Ave.

Montebello Ave.

Wine Bar

6. Jinya Ramen Bar

LAUNCH

P OWERED B

COMPASS

— Oregon Ave.

3rd Ave.

PHOENIX

—— Colter St.

¢

== Camelback Rd.

7. AJ's Fine Foods

8. Dapper & Stout

9. Lou Malnati's Pizzeria
10. Sushi Vibe

11. Huss Brewing Co.
12. Elly’s Brunch & Cafe
13. Scoopwell's Dough Bar
14. Chula Seafood

15. Flower Child

16. Zooks Sandwiches
17. Sauce Pizza & Wine

18. Streets of New York
Pizza

1

Medlock Place
HISTORIC DISTRICT

Windsor Square
HISTORIC DISTRICT

19. Culinary Dropout

20. Don Wood's Say
When Rooftop Bar

21. Southern Rail

22. Changing Hands Book
Store

23. The Henry
(coming soon)

ASU and U of A
Medical Schools

+

Rodney Coty

Aaron Carter & Mike Mosier
CarterMosier Group

Chaz & Kayla Fertal

Liz Dains

Ronda Cronin & Shelly Lane

Gretchen Jewell

5225 N Central Avenue -

Mary King Vicki Shea

Jen Taege & Chris Taege

Cronin Lane Group The Taege Team The Mininberg Group
Aimee Nairn Jack Hinkel Nick Ptak Sam Ngure
Shelley Hubbard Arlee Reach Ciara Rubalcava
480.776.1555 | AZHOMES.COM

Suite 108 | Phoenix, AZ 85012

Eric Mininberg

rer Mike Weeks

Bobby Lieb
& MaryAnn Lieb

Courtney Robertson

Dan Schaffler
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2 Custom Remodeling Design/Build
Kitchens « Bathrooms * Master Suites « Additions ;
ompqn @ Slide into the New Year wrl‘h a
new kitchen or ba‘l‘hroom'

ROC 057434 Call us today for a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE! Serving the Valley

ROC 072088 since 1978
Licensed 6 o 2 = | 6 8
Bonded « Insured

(_%\, www.kirkdevco.com
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' M TOP 1% OF AGENTS
IN MARICOPA COUNTY

SINCE 2015.
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NOAH KOVNER, CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE’ LLC credit score, oantt o-value, debt-to-income, and other requirements to
uali or a rtgage program. Cro C tyM ortga g , LLC NMLS3029
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BRANCH NMLS 2060100 | NOAHKOVNER.COM (www.nmlsconsumeraccess org).




