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Educators celebrate  
20 years of friendship

Whether you need an ice cream cone, a dry clean-
er (to remove the evidence from your shirt), an 
accountant to figure out how to eat said ice cream well 
into your retirement years, or a place to eat that ice 
cream, chances are that the map of Local First Arizona 
businesses will be your new best friend. The nation’s 
largest locally owned coalition is right here in Arizona. 

It started in 2003 and now numbers near-
ly 3,000 businesses and 1,000 individuals 
with strong ties to the local scene.   

And the events, classes, services and 
celebrations are more diverse and bigger 
each year for Indie Week.   

Local First Arizona was founded by 
entrepreneur, business leader and com-
munity development specialist Kimber 
Lanning in Phoenix to support and pro-
mote local businesses. The organization 
now has a staff of 30 in four offices 
throughout the state and is known for its 
work to strengthen the Arizona economy 
through workshops, advocacy and efforts 
to increase diversity and inclusion. 

The members range in age from 65 to 85 years 
old, many of them attended area schools 
(Orangewood Elementary, Sunnyslope High School, 
Washington High School) and for the past 20 years, 
they have met (mostly) every month, brought togeth-
er by their common history at Sahuaro Elementary 
School in the Washington Elementary School 
District. But what has kept them together over the 
past two decades is their deep love of reading and the 
lasting bonds of friendship that have developed. 

The D.I.V.A. (Delving Into Various Authors) Book 
Club celebrated its 20th anniversary in May, and one of 
the club’s members reflected on how they came togeth-
er and what has kept them together all these years. 

“We were all teachers at the elementary school,” 
recalled longtime North Central resident Betsy 
Jenners-Smith, “and two of the girls were retiring and 
a couple of other girls were leaving. So, they wanted 
to figure out a way that we could all stay together, and 
instead of just doing a lunch once in a while, they 
came up with the book club idea. That was in 2004. 

“It was only 12 members at the time, but it became 
15 very quickly. We met once a month – we took sum-
mers off – and we have stayed together for 20 years.” 

And variety is the spice of life for these readers, or 
rather, diversity, which is reflected in the group’s name. 

please see FRIENDS on page 6

This is what 
“local” looks 
like, clockwise 
from top left: 
Bookmans 
Entertainment 
Exchange, 
Monsoon 
Market, 
Independence 
Bowl at Let it 
Roll Bowl, Noble 
Beast, and 
Practical Art at 
the Local First 
Arizona Fall 
Festival (photos 
courtesy of Local 
First Arizona).
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Programs include healthy local food access, entrepre-
neurial development in underserved communities 
and rural community development.   

Lanning, founder and CEO, spoke of why she 
founded Local First Arizona. “I’m the kind of person, 
when I see something that is unjust, I am motivated 
and inspired to change it. This is my home, this is my 
state, and I want to leave it better than I found it. So, 
I’ve dedicated my life to building a better Arizona.”  

As Lanning saw her beloved state grow, she saw its 
local entrepreneurs and the local communities some-
times taking a back seat to out-of-state interests. So, she 

please see LOCAL FIRST on page 8
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Local success starts with small steps



Page 2 – North Central News July 2024 www.northcentralnews.net

7831 N 11TH AVE
Phoenix, AZ 85021

$1,475,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION W/ CASITA

7011 N 22ND WAY
Phoenix, AZ 85020

$1,200,000

INCREDIBLE MOUNTAIN VIEWS

1202 W PASADENA AVE
Phoenix, AZ 85013

NEW LISTING

$649,900

1001 E MISSOURI AVE
Phoenix, AZ 85014

$835,000

OFFICE ZONING + 7 BEDS

528 W SAN JUAN AVE
Phoenix, AZ 85013

$750,000

W/ DETACHED STUDIO

321 W MARLETTE AVE
Phoenix, AZ 85013

$1,400,000

CUL-DE-SAC LOT

5353 N LA PLAZA CIR
Phoenix, AZ 85012

$775,000

COVETED GATED COMMUNITY

7878 N. 16TH STREET, PHOENIX, AZ 85020 I 602.903.7220 I THECANIGLIAGROUP.COM 

TOWNHOUSE IN BILTMORE

$625,000

LUXURY GATED COMMUNITY

$1,795,000

NAVIGATING YOURNAVIGATING YOUR PHOENIXPHOENIX REAL ESTATE MARKETREAL ESTATE MARKET SINCE 1983!SINCE 1983!



North Central News July 2024 – Page 3

 COMMUNITY

Hello, North Central neighbors! 
As we head into the depths of our 

Arizona summer, we are celebrating 
those of you who make Phoenix your 
year-round home and exploring all 
things local and 
independent. 

For this 
month’s cover 
stories, we met 
the D.I.V.A.s, a 
group of local 
educators who 
formed a book 
club to keep in touch after retirement 
and have been going strong for two 
decades. Also, we caught up with Local 
First Arizona as they gear up for 
Independents Week and the return of 
their (almost) annual Independents 
Bowl event. They celebrated 20 years of 
supporting all things local in 2023 and 
they continue to encourage residents to 
make small changes that have a big 

From the Editor  impact on the local economy. 
In Community, you can read about 

the new addition to Cave Creek Park – 
Cactus, meet the Arizona Humane 
Society’s Pet of the Month and find out 
about other news and events happening 
in our neighborhoods. 

For this month’s Café Chat, 
Marjorie Rice spent time with well-
known local chef Mark Tarbell. As 
Marjorie writes, “Promoting ‘local’ – 
whether it’s produce, chickens or rock 
bands – seems paramount to the 
renowned chef.” 

As always, you will find other com-
munity, business, dining and school 
news, as well as our round-up of things 
to do in the Valley this month in the 
Arts & Entertainment section.  

We hope that you enjoy our July 
issue and have a safe and happy 
Independence Day. Until next month, 
all my best, 

Kathryn M. Miller 
Editor, North Central News 

kathryn@northcentralnews.net 

MESA SHOWROOM | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 
AHWATUKEE | 4601 E. Ray Rd. | Phoenix | 480-777-7103 

ARROWHEAD RANCH | 7346 W. Bell Road | 623-487-7700 
GILBERT Santan Village | 2711 S. Santan Village Pkwy | 480-366-3900 

GLENDALE | 10220 N. 43rd Ave | 602 504-2122 
GOODYEAR | 1707 N. Litchfi eld Rd | 623-930-0770 

RECONDITION CENTER | 160 East Broadway | 480-615-1763 
SCOTTSDALE | 14202 N. Scottsdale Rd. | 480-991-7200 

SCOTTSDALE/PHOENIX | 13820 N. Tatum Blvd. | 602 494-0100 
MESA CLEARANCE CENTER | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 

MESA | 5141 S. Power Rd. | 480-988-1917 
NOW OPEN - BILTMORE | 2102 E. Camelback Rd. | 602-457-4770

www.spencerstv.com   
Biltmore

WASHER
• Large 5.5 cu. ft. 

Capacity
• Super Speed Wash
• Wi-Fi Connectivity*
• Active Waterjet
• EZ Access Tub
WA55CG7100AV
DRYER
• Large 7.4 cu. ft. 

Capacity
• Wi-Fi Connectivity*
• Steam Sanitize
• Sensor Dry
• Vent Sensor
DVE55CG7100V

$699$699
EACHEACH

OPEN DAILY 9AM - 9PM • SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM 

• Ultra Large Capacity 
4.5 cu. ft. Washer 
and 7.4 cu. ft. Dryer

• Single Unit 
Washtower™ 
Design

• Built-In Intelligence
• AI Fabric Sensors/

Smart Learner/
Smart Pairing™

$1599$1599

DISHWASHER
• Concealed 

Controls
• ProWash 

Cycle
• Heat Dry 

Option
• 6 Wash Cycles
KDFE104HBL
CLOSEOUT

3-DOOR 
FRENCH DOOR 
REFRIGERATOR
• 30.7 cu. ft. 

Standard Depth 
MAX Refrigerator 

• Dual Ice maker 
• Tall Ice & Water 

Dispenser® 
• Cool Guard 
• Door Cooling+ 
LFXS26973S

$1999$1999$699$699

WASHTOWER™ WITH 
CENTER CONTROL™

$2099$2099

• Advanced 
Washing 
& Drying - 
TurboWash™ 
360o/Allergiene 
Wash Cycle/
TurboSteam™

• ThinQ®

Technology/
Proactive 
Customer Care

• Tempered Glass 
Door

WKEX200HWA

WAREHOUSE
NO MATTER WHERE YOU SEE IT, OR HEAR IT, SPENCERS ALWAYS HAS A LOWER PRICE! WE GUARANTEE IT EVERYDAY. IT’S LIKE HAVING A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS!

85” SMART TV QLED 4K
• Quantum HDR+
• Dolby Atmos and Object Tracking
• Q-Symphony 3.0
• Nedral Quantum Processor with 

4k Upscaling
UN85QN80CA

Spencers has been saving you money for over 52 Years 
We provide the Best Products, at the Lowest Prices and 
Our Customer Service is Terrifi c! We are locally owned 

and operated. When you shop Spencers your hard 
earned Cash stays in OUR COMMUNITY!

THERE ARE A LOT OF PLACES TO THERE ARE A LOT OF PLACES TO 
SHOP BUT ONLY 1 PLACE TO BUY! SHOP BUT ONLY 1 PLACE TO BUY! BlowoutBlowout

 LARGEST LUXURY  LARGEST LUXURY 
APPLIANCE DEALER APPLIANCE DEALER 

IN ARIZONAIN ARIZONA

2102 E. Camelback Rd. • 602-457-4770

WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION
OF LUXURY BRANDS
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CORY MISHKIN, REALTOR®
      602.820.9000 Cell
      602.493.5100 Office
cory@cambridgeproperties.com

KEITH MISHKIN, BROKER®
      602.469.6600 Cell
      602.788.1700 Office
keith@cambridgeproperties.com
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Shaw Butte activates  
park, walking path 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

Residents in the Shaw Butte neigh-
borhood came out by the dozens 
Saturday, June 1 to celebrate their park 
and the newest city of Phoenix 
WalkPHX path at Cave Creek Park – 
Cactus, 2400 W. Cactus Road. 

Cave Creek Park is made up of six 
segments – Cholla, Cactus, Larkspur, 
Sweetwater and Thunderbird – built 
along Cave Creek Wash beginning just 
north of Peoria Avenue and ending at 
Thunderbird Road. The Cactus por-
tion of the park boasts a range of 
amenities that now includes a 1.33–
mile walking path that connects three 
of the parks – it is the city’s 54th 
WalkPHX path (www.phoenix.gov/ 
parks/fitphx/walkphx). 

Hosted by the Shaw Butte 
Neighborhood Alliance, families gath-
ered at the park activation event and 
joined in art, sport and game activities 
as well as enjoyed a bounce house, water 
slide, and goodies from Mama T’s food 
truck. Attendees also included represen-

tatives from various city departments 
and community leaders, as well as Vice 
Mayor Debra Stark, who participated in 
the official ribbon cutting, and spoke 
about the importance of not only 
adding amenities but finding ways to 
draw neighbors together at the parks. 

“Probably the most important part 
of activating our parks is safety,” Stark 
told us. “You know, putting on my 
‘mom’ hat – the more people in the 
park, the more comfortable you feel, 
and the more things that we can put in 
our parks to attract both kids and 

adults… we’re trying to do that, so our 
parks are activated.  

“Some of our parks are more passive 
in nature – they just don’t get used. You 
can go out and walk or kick a soccer 
ball around, but you’ve really got to 
have activities going on, and you’ve got 
to have basketball courts, and play-
grounds, and ball fields.” 

Stark added, “For a long time, we’ve 
heard criticism about the wash areas of 
these parks, and I think activating it will 
help. You’ve got to do something, so we 
opened up some grant money to help 
neighborhoods activate parks and asked, 
‘What would you like to see in your 
park?’ and that’s what happened here, 
and that’s why we are here to celebrate.” 

The Shaw Butte Neighborhood 
Alliance, whose boundaries run from 
Cave Creek Park east to 19th Avenue 
and from Cactus Road north to the 
Dahlia Drive wash channel, meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month. To connect 
with them, visit www.shawbuttephx.org 
or follow them on social media.

Vice Mayor Debra Stark, who represents Council District 3, addressed attendees at the June 
1 ribbon cutting for the newest city of Phoenix WalkPHX path at Cave Creek Park – Cactus’ 
(photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

For your local advertising needs, call  
North Central News at 602-277-2742
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FRIENDS continued from page 1

At the end of each year, they all nomi-
nate books to read the following year. 

“We always pick eight, because we 
don’t meet during Christmas either and we 
read books we wouldn’t normally read, 
which pushes us out of our comfort zone.” 

That means a lot of historical fic-
tion (absolutely no romance) and other 
interesting works. Currently, they are 
reading Kristin Hannah’s “The 
Women,” set in 1965 Vietnam and 
telling the story of the women who 
served in the Army Nurse Corps. 

“We have shared hundreds of great 
reads, some we never would have cho-
sen but because we are committed, we 
read them,” Jenners-Smith added. “We 
have shared many victories together 
and many losses also. 

“Two out of the fifteen D.I.V.A.s 
have passed away, Benita Hankinson 
(our school secretary) and Nancy Frank, 
who started at Sahuaro way back in the 
early 1960s. Diane Coffee a founder of 
the D.I.V.A.s is still a part of the group 
but is homebound so she cannot attend 
meetings. Nora Gottschlich moved to 
Michigan to be with her grandchildren.” 

When they celebrated their 20th 
anniversary this year, “way beyond 
what we could have ever imagined,” 
they asked one another, “Should we 
keep going?” The answer, a resounding 
“yes.” “Our bond of friendship is life-
time,” Jenners-Smith added.  

“There are now 11 of us ready to take 
off on the adventures and knowledge 
that reading books can add to our lives.” 

Affordable housing 
community opens 

In mid-June, Housing for Hope, an 
affiliate of Catholic Charities 
Community Services, announced the 
grand opening of Mesquite Terrace 
Apartments, a 297-unit affordable 
housing project near 19th Avenue and 
Camelback Road in Phoenix. The com-
munity broke ground in July 2021, and 
the final phase was recently completed. 
Residents have begun moving into their 
new homes, and units are still available 
for lease.  

The $71 million family-oriented 
complex sits on a 3.86-acre site with 
one five-story building and two four-
story buildings and features 129 one-
bedroom units, 78 two-bedroom units, 
and 90 three-bedroom units ranging in 
size from 575 to 1,050 square feet. 
Accessible units are available with 
mobility and sensory features, and 11 
units are reserved for veterans as part of 
the city of Phoenix HOME Program 
requirement. 

According to Housing for Hope, 
“Mesquite Terrace provides a critical 
resource for families and individuals in 
need. To qualify, residents must be low-
income, which is defined as 60 percent 
of the area medium income limit 
(AMI).” 

For more information, visit 
www.catholiccharitiesaz.org or www-
housingforhopeaz.org. Those interested 
in applying for a lease, call 602-726-
5515 or email leasing@mesquiteter-
race.com.

 COMMUNITY

The members of the D.I.V.A. Book Club celebrated their 20th anniversary in May. Pictured 
from left are (top row) Jeanne Fuhrman, Kathleen McLellan, Trish Toschik, Alice Lewis, 
Eunice Larson and Linda Cool; (bottom row) Ellen Reeves, Leonore Martinez, Betsy Jenners-
Smith, Sue Johnston and Beckie Lee (photo courtesy of Betsy Jenners-Smith).
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Download My FREE Mobile App!

MORE DESIRABLE
LISTINGS

LUXURY LIVING IN NORTH CENTRAL

Bobby Lieb, PC
Associate Broker | Partner
C. 602.376.1341

Launch Powered By Compass Real Estate
5225 N Central Ave., Suite 108
Phoenix, AZ 85012
centralphx.com | biltmoreagent.com

IN ESCROW
1706 W PARSONS RD PHOENIX 85085 $1,195,000

Bobby Lieb, PC Associate Broker | Partner
KNOWLEDGABLE | TRUSTWORTHY | RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

SOLD
345 E OCOTILLO RD PHOENIX 85012 $2,340,000
733 W EL CAMINO DR PHOENIX 85021 $2,275,000
36 E STATE AVE PHOENIX 85020 $2,190,000
301 W MCLELLAN BLVD PHOENIX 85013 $1,456,400
1340 W MYRTLE AVE PHOENIX 85021 $1,320,000
314 E ROSE LANE PHOENIX 85012 $1,085,000
1309 W LINGER LANE PHOENIX 85021 $835,000
10556 E MERCER LN SCOTTSDALE 85259 $755,000

2813 E CAMPBELL AVE PHOENIX 85016

$2,400,000

NEW ARCADIA LITE

SPANISH COLONIAL ESTATE REIMAGINED ASPIRATION

8 BILTMORE ESTATES #116 PHOENIX 85016 $1,195,000
1512 W PALMAIRE AVE PHOENIX 85021 $950,000
5131 N 18TH ST PHOENIX 85016 $890,000
615 W FRIER DR PHOENIX 85021 $875,000
7240 N 11TH AVE PHOENIX 85021 $799,900

30 E GLENDALE AVE  |  $3,495,000 622 W PALMAIRE AVE | $1,395,000
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LOCAL continued from page 1

started investing her time and talents 
into developing the “hometown pride” 
that fueled Local First Arizona’s early 
years and has shot it to the top of the 
nation’s “local first” movement. Lanning 
and her staff often are consulted by those 
in other parts of the nation seeking to 
develop and strengthen their own local 
economies.   

As she explained it, success starts 
with small steps anyone can take.   

“Shifting even a small amount of our 
personal spending to local businesses can 
make a huge difference,” said Lanning. 
“Studies show that for every $100 spent 
at a local business, $45 stays in the com-
munity, while only $13 stays local when 
you buy at a chain store. For every two 
jobs that a big box store creates, three 
jobs are lost from local businesses.”   

North Phoenix resident Sal Stone 
explained what shopping local means 
to her. “It’s as easy as purchasing a 
household item from a local business 
instead of Amazon. Celebrate your 
friend’s birthday at a locally owned 
restaurant. Use a local accountant 
instead of a national firm. My kids 

know where the local eateries are and 
that’s where they want to go to cele-
brate their good report cards.”   

Alyssa Prewitt, business coalition 
director at Local First Arizona said 
“There’s no better way to celebrate 
Independence Day than by visiting one 
of your favorite locally owned businesses. 
Whether you’re stocking up on drinks at 
Monsoon Market, shopping for a new 
summer outfit at Cave & Post Trading 
Co. or treating your pup to a Fourth of 
July toy from Noble Beast, your dollars 
circulate through the central Phoenix 
economy more when you shop locally.”   

Shifting even a small amount of per-
sonal business to local businesses can 
make a huge difference, but what defines 
a local business? The organization’s lead-
ership acknowledges that many Phoenix 
residents own local franchises of national 
or regional brands, and that local busi-
nesses grow and expand outside of 
Arizona. Also, national corporations are 
headquartered in Arizona and do busi-
ness worldwide. But Local First Arizona 
defines local businesses as businesses that 
are locally owned and operated here, 
within the state.  

Leadership of Local First Arizona 
and its members ask that Arizonans con-
sult its membership directory, its website 
and its member map when choosing a 
business to support. Visit www.local-
firstaz.com/directory. 

“You’ll find some really cool places 
to eat, shop and explore. You might 
even find a cool local accountant to do 
those pesky taxes,” said one. 

 COMMUNITYGOT OSTEOPOROSIS?
OsteoStrong can help!

CLAIM YOUR
FREE SESSION

TODAY!

3301 E Indian School Rd. Phoenix, AZ

Femur BMD
improved
+10% in 9
Months

Sara
Phoenix, AZ

Scan For More

BONES | STRENGTH | BALANCE

480-428-1011

QUALIFY FOR OUR
SCIENCE-BACKED PROGRAM

What’s your TRUE bone density?
Osteoporosis 5-year fracture risk

- with no X-rays!
Schedule your scan today at

www.PrecisionBoneImaging.com

Yes, especially if you are single, having 
a will or trust is crucial to ensure your 
assets are distributed according to 
your wishes and to designate someone 
to handle your affairs. Without an 
estate plan, state laws will dictate the 
distribution of your estate, which may 
not reflect your preferences.

A:

Call 480-699-3145 or visit 
emilytaylorlaw.com to learn more Emily R. Taylor

Attorney & Owner
1747 East Morten Ave, Suite 105 | Phoenix, AZ 85020

SECURING YOUR LOVED ONES’ FUTURE
WITH SIMPLICITY, KNOWLEDGE, AND CARE

Do I need a will or 
trust if I am single?  

Q:

Indie Week 2024  
Celebrated from the last Friday in 

June through the first week of July (June 
28-July 4 this year), during Indie Week 
Local First Arizona encourages first timers 
and returning customers to explore the 
small, independent businesses across 
Arizona. Visit https://localfirstaz.com/ 
indie-week for information. 
 

Independents Bowl 2024  
Originally launched in 2008, the 

Independents Bowl makes a return this 
year Saturday, July 13. Hosted at Let It 
Roll Bowl, a locally owned bowling alley 
at 12th Street and Dunlap (www.letitroll-
bowl.com) the ninth somewhat-annual 
event raises funds and community support 
for Local First Arizona.  

Started by local concert promoter Steve 
Chilton of Psyko Steve Presents, the event 
attracts local bands, bowlers and “inde-
pendent minded citizens.” Participants are 
guaranteed a “dang good time” and are 
urged to register their four-person team 
now at www.phxindiebowl.com. 



North Central News July 2024 – Page 9www.northcentralnews.net



Page 10 – North Central News July 2024 www.northcentralnews.net

 COMMUNITYnorth central news  
The voice of the  

north central phoenix community 
since 1999 

1645 E. Missouri Ave., Suite 450 
Phoenix, AZ  85016 

(602) 277-2742  •  Fax:  (602) 277-6689   
www.northcentralnews.net  

Publisher Tara A. Blanc 
Editor Kathryn M. Miller 
Sales and Marketing Joanne Day 
Office Manager Janice Backus  
 
Copyright 2024 by North Central News, Inc. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without the express written consent of the pub-
lisher. The publisher assumes no liability for 
opinions contained within this publication; all 
statements are the sole opinions of the contribu-
tors and/or advertisers.  
The North Central News is published monthly 
by North Central News, Inc. The circulation is 
22,000 copies mailed directly to homes and 
businesses in North Central Phoenix and 3,000 
copies distributed from racks in the North 
Central area.  

If you would like to advertise in  
North Central News, call 602-277-2742  

or e-mail advertising@northcentralnews.net 
to order a free media kit.   

If you have a press release or would like to 
contribute information, please call  

our editorial office at 602-277-2742,  
fax us at 602-277-6689  

or e-mail us at editor@northcentralnews.net 
 

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING AND  
EDITORIAL IS THE 12TH OF THE MONTH  

PRECEDING PUBLICATION

Museum hosts  
seed event 

The Sunnyslope Historical Society 
and Museum will host a Sip & Seed 
event, Saturday, July 13, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.  

Join the organization for wine and 
refreshments while packaging seeds for 
charities and getting to know your  
neighbors and the museum. In addi-
tion, Garden Gail with the Mountain 
View Community Garden will share 
gardening secrets, and attendees are 
encouraged to bring their questions. 

Seating is limited; donations will be 
accepted. The Sunnyslope Historical 
Society & Museum is located at 737 E. 
Hatcher Road. For more information, 
call 602-684-1607 or visit www.sun-
nyslopehistoricalsociety.org. 
 

Courtesy employee  
receives scholarship  

Grand Canyon University transfer 
student and Phoenix resident Faith 
Jones is studying behavioral health with 
a purpose: to change the lives of those 
recovering from childhood trauma. To 

help her complete her education, the 
North Central Phoenix resident recent-
ly received a $5,000 Courtesy Cares 
Scholarship from her employer, 
Courtesy Chevrolet.  

In addition to working as a billing 
clerk for Courtesy Automotive Group’s 
accounting office, Jones sponsors 
women recovering from codependency 

and childhood trauma. She says earn-
ing a Courtesy Cares Scholarship this 
year has alleviated financial stress and 
motivates her to help others. Courtesy 
Auto Group established the Courtesy 
Cares scholarship this year to invest in 
elevating the education of its employees 
and their family members. 
 

City ordinance aims  
to keep tenants cool 

As summer temperatures soar, resi-
dents who live in rental housing units 
that are not keeping them cool should 
be aware that there is a cooling ordi-
nance in the city of Phoenix. 

According to the Phoenix City 
Code, Chapter 39-5: All AC units must 
cool to 82 degrees or below; All EVAP 
coolers must cool to 86 degrees or 
below; Cooling systems need to be 
maintained and in good working order. 

To speak with a landlord/tenant 
counselor about your rights or to report 
an AC violation, call 602-262-7210. 
Para hablar con un consejero de propi-
etarios / inquilinos sobre sus derechos o 
para informar una violación de aire, 
llame 602-262-7210.

Faith Jones recently celebrated the receipt of 
a Courtesy Cares scholarship with Scott 
Gruwell, CEO of Courtesy Automotive 
Group (submitted photo).

mailto:editor@northcentralnews.net


North Central News July 2024 – Page 11www.northcentralnews.net



Page 12 – North Central News July 2024 www.northcentralnews.net

 COMMUNITY

The state of fitness ... what’s normal as we age? 
Even though there’s no real handbook on what to expect as we age, 

 it’s hard to tell what is normal and what’s a problem. 
We specialize in people over 50. We are a private gym that only sees a few  

clients at a time. Each client works one-on-one with one of our trainers.  
So many issues that we take for granted as just aging can be eliminated  

through strengthening and/or stretching programs. 
I have been doing this for over 38 years so I know a thing or two about aches  

and pains. Maybe my experience can help you with your fitness problems.  
That’s why our name is Bill Ross Fitness Solutions.  

Call me for a free consultation. 602-230-8581 • 30minuteworkout.com

Call or text 602-518-1624 
for an appointment.
Zhanna Davidova

Located inside of Hair Craft Salon
6522 N. 16th St., Ste. 5

www.haircraftsalonaz.com

HAIR BY ZHANNACelebrate this month Celebrate this month with a new “do!”with a new “do!”
Mention this ad to receive 50% off  any hair service. 

First time clients only.

P.L.L.C.

KSJ
THE LAW OFFICES OF

KERRI S. JAMISON

“EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

• Trusts
• Last Will and Testaments
• Business LLC Formation
• Powers of Attorney
• Healthcare Directives
• Probates (Informal)
• Benef iciary Deeds

Attorney in 
private practice 

for 14 years

Quality AffordableQuality Affordable
Estate PlanningEstate Planning

EVENING,  
WEEKEND, & IN-HOME 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

www. kerrilaw.com • e-mail: kerri@kerrilaw.com
5516 N. 11th St., Phoenix, AZ 85014

2550 W. Union Hills Dr., Suite 350, Phoenix, AZ 85027
2266 S. Dobson Road, Suite 200, Mesa, AZ 85202

480-220-9510480-220-9510
FREE Off ice Consultation

Shade tree  
registration opens  

Salt River Project’s (SRP) popular 
Shade Tree program returns this sum-
mer with three virtual workshops in 
July and August. After completing one 
of the online classes, SRP customers 
can receive up to two free shade trees 
that, once fully grown, will help cool 
their homes and reduce energy costs 
during the summer months. 

Before receiving their trees, cus-
tomers must attend an online work-
shop to learn how to plant and care for 
the trees. Customers can then select up 
to two, 2- to 6-foot-tall tree saplings to 
be picked up at a later time.  

Registration is now open for the 
next series of virtual workshops: 
Saturday, July 13, 10-11:15 a.m.; 
Thursday, August 1, noon to 1:15 p.m.; 
and Saturday, August 24, 10-11:15 a.m. 

SRP distributed more than 5,000 
trees to more than 2,500 customers 
during the Shade Tree program for the 
spring season. More than 62,000 trees 
have been distributed through the pro-
gram since it launched in 2012.  

To learn more about program eligi-
bility and to sign up for a free work-
shop, visit www.srpnet.com/shadetrees. 
 

VPC hears Central  
and Glenrosa update 

At the June 3 meeting of the 
Encanto Village Planning Committee 
(VPC), members heard an update by 
Wendy Riddell, Berry Riddell, LLC, on 
Phase I of the development located on 
the 15.61-acre lot on the west side of 
Central Avenue between Glenrosa and 
Turney avenues, also known as the 
Petree Development.  

Just one of the dozens of stipulations 
included in the 2023 rezoning project 

approval (Case No. Z-17-22-4), 
Stipulation 2 requires the developer to 
return to the VPC for review and com-
ment prior to preliminary site plan 
review approval so that the neighbor-
hood and committee remain appraised 
of plans as it moves toward construction. 

The project will be developed in four 
phases. The first is the northwest corner 
(Parcel 1), the second is the northeast 
corner (Parcel 2), the third is the south-
west corner (Parcel 3), and the fourth is 
the southeast corner. The plan for the 
approximately 5-acre Parcel 1 as present-
ed consists of 329 residential units (46 
fewer than presented at time of zoning), 
five stories high (approximately 58 feet), 
with 447 parking spaces, publicly acces-
sible open space, activation and amenity 
spaces and a public-facing art element, 
the last of which will be presented to the 
VPC prior to certificate of occupancy.  

The anticipated timeline presented 
included a three-week sewer relocation 
construction (June/July); site plan sub-
division process beginning in September 
2024 with completion in February 
2025, July 2025 permitting and 
December 2025 groundbreaking. The 
construction process is expected to take 
13-14 months, placing the certificate of 
occupancy sometime in fall 2027.  
 

Save the date  
for Metro meeting 

In its June Metro Monthly newslet-
ter, the Metro District Community 
Collaboration announced that a com-
munity meeting is scheduled for 2 p.m., 
Wednesday, July 17. No information on 
the subject or location of the meeting 
was available at the time of publication. 

To sign up for the newsletter or 
learn more, visit www.metrodistrictcol-
laboration.com or follow them on social 
media for activity updates. 

Salt River Project (SRP) customers can receive up to two free trees through the utility’s Shade 
Tree program this summer (submitted photo).
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SELL YOUR HOME

 **All data is reliable but cannot be guaranteed and should be independently verified.  
Data supplied by Arizona Regional Multiple Listing Service, Inc. © 2024 ARMLS®.  ARMLS does not guarantee nor is in any way responsible for its accuracy.

North Central Broader Area Market Update 
 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES Over $1M 

 5/1/2024 to 6/10/2024

Closed Sales Over $1M: 
21

Avg Sales Price:  
$1,541,467

Avg List Price:  
$1,604,590

Avg Days on the Market:  
79

Active Listings:  
45 / $1,040,000 - $3,795,000

Under Contract/Pending: 
14 / $1,070,000-$1,895,000

Call Bruno Today!

Make the move 
NOW and SAVE

FREE MLS Access 
SEARCH ALL LUXURY HOMES AT  

www.BrunoSellsArizona.com
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 COMMUNITY

YOUR NORTH CENTRAL PHOENIX REAL ESTATE EXPERT

602.320.9995
www.northcentralphx.com

Want to buy a new Want to buy a new 
home?? What are home?? What are 
you waiting for??you waiting for??
Call me today so Call me today so 

I can help you find I can help you find 
the the PAW-FECTPAW-FECT home.  home. 

Hi, I’m Lucy. Say hi to me on the bridal path.

Biscuit is an 11-week-old bundle of joy 
ready to offer affection and excitement to 
her forever family (photo courtesy of Arizona 
Humane Society).

Pet of the Month 
Beautiful Biscuit offers  
joy and excitement 

Meet Biscuit, an adorable 11-week-
old female cattle dog mix looking for 
her forever home at the Arizona 
Humane Society. This sweet pup is part 
of a litter of five that was rescued 
through AHS' Project Reachout 
Program from the San Carlos Apache 
Indian Reservation.   

After her initial exam at the AHS 
mobile clinic, Biscuit tested positive for 
tick fever and went to a loving foster 
home to recover and gain weight along-
side her siblings. According to her fos-
ter family, Biscuit is full of playful ener-
gy and enjoys interacting with both her 
littermates and humans.  

Despite her early health challenges, 
this spirited and affectionate puppy is 
ready to bring joy and excitement to her 
new family. Don’t miss out on the chance 
to welcome Biscuit into your home and 
heart. Adopt her today and experience 
the unconditional love she has to offer. 

If Biscuit (pet number 775232) is 
no longer available when you visit 

AHS, there are always dozens of other 
dogs, cats and critters available to 
adopt. Visit www.azhumane.org/adopt. 
 

County offers  
free microchipping 

Maricopa County Animal Care & 
Control says that nearly 13,000 ani-
mals have arrived at their shelters so far 
this year; the majority of those dogs 
were stray. One of the easiest ways to 

prevent shelter overcrowding, the 
county says, is microchipping pets, 
which is why they will be offering free 
microchips at both shelter locations 
through Dec. 29 in hopes of keeping 
more dogs with their owners.  

The county’s East and West shelters 
are available for this service Monday 
through Friday between noon and 4 
p.m. Other services offered include 
stray dog turn-in at both shelters, 
owner surrender at the West shelter and 
Tails Around Town at the West shelter 
and coming soon to the East shelter.  

To schedule an appointment or 
learn more, visit www.maricopa.gov/ 
5908/pet-care. 
 

Low-cost vaccines, 
more available 

Th Arizona Animal Welfare League 
(AAWL) offers low-cost vaccines, well-
ness consults, $10 nail trims, and $20 
microchips and more every Saturday at 
the AAWL Community Vet Clinic. 

The clinic is located at 30 N. 40th 
Place, Phoenix, and is open from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays. Wellness and 

preventative service appointments are 
available from 2 to 6 p.m. For addi-
tional information, call 602-358-7267 
or visit www.aawl.org/cvc-services. 
 

Grant helps reunite  
pets, people 

In June, the Arizona Humane 
Society (AHS) announced that it 
received a $20,000 grant from national 
nonprofit Petco Love in support of their 
life-saving work for sick and injured lost 
pets. The investment will be an integral 
part in covering the cost of food and 
medical care for lost pets who are wait-
ing to be reunited with their families.  

AHS’ Animal Assistance team 
reunites hundreds of sick or injured 
lost pets with their families each year. 
Last year, AHS’ Pet Reunite Program 
successfully reunified more than 600 
lost pets with their families. 
Sometimes, a pet can be missing for 
days, weeks, or even years before they 
make their way to the AHS team. This 
grant will help the organization contin-
ue to care for pets like Skylar, a stray cat 
who was lost for more than a decade 
before he was brought to a local emer-
gency animal clinic by a Good 
Samaritan and then transferred to the 
Arizona Humane Society.  

Skylar had severe matting in his fur 
indicating he had likely been living on 
the street for a long time. Luckily, he 
had a microchip, which let the AHS 
team know Skylar was adopted from 
them back in 2008. After contacting 
Skylar’s owner, Monica, AHS learned 
that he had been lost back in 2009 and 
his owner had not seen him since. 
Monica and her brother quickly 
jumped in the car and came to the AHS 
Papago Park Campus to be reunited 
with their long-lost friend. 

“Reuniting sick and injured lost 
pets with their owners is always step 
one and the best outcome in our effort 
to help both pets and people,” said 
Francisco Cabello, director of Animal 
Assistance & Transport Programs at 
AHS. “Not only does this generous, 
lifesaving investment from Petco Love 
allow AHS the opportunity to make 
more families whole again by reuniting 
them with their four-legged compan-
ions, but it also allows us to continue to 
care for even more sick, injured and 
abused pets that come through our 
doors each and every day.” 

For more information, visit www.az 
humane.org or www.petcolove.org.
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Join our
Community
Care Corps

Volunteer Team!
Provide transportation and assistance to older
adults who need someone to accompany them

after non-emergency medical procedures

Must have
reliable

transportation

Serve 2-4
hours

per month

Training
will be

provided

Have or obtain an AZ
Level One Fingerprint

Clearance Card

Call 602-291-5025 to learn more!



Page 16 – North Central News July 2024

 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

Single-Family Detached Homes 
from 2,045 – 2,695 SF

From the $800s

Porchlight Homes is introducing an enclave of 
20 timeless new homes ranging from 2,045-2,695 
square feet in an idyllic location for those who 

crave a luxurious and comfortable lifestyle. 
The open and welcoming fl oor plans will be 

appointed with the craft details Porchlight can 
be trusted to provide. Come enjoy everything 

this vibrant area has to off er and don’t miss out 
on an opportunity to own your dream home in 

North Central Phoenix.

Sales by LYS Properties 
480-519-5128

porchlighthomes.com

OCOTILLO LANE

Mother/daughter duo Liz Gengle and Teresa Simmons are bringing a new performing arts 
program to North Central’s young residents this fall (submitted photo).

New arts program  
builds confidence  
By Kathryn M. Miller 

As families enjoy the remainder of 
summer vacation and begin to gear up 
for the new school year, there will be 
one more option available for after-
school consideration – North Central 
Performing Arts. The new arts program 
was founded by Liz Gengle, owner and 
director, and her mom, Teresa 
Simmons, who bring almost 40 years of 
combined experience in education to 
the table – or stage, if you will. 

A North Central resident and 
teacher for the past 15 years, six of 
them in theater, Gengle currently 
teaches theater at Madison Meadows 
Middle School, and the idea for the 
program came about rather naturally. 
“This last year we put on a musical and 
performed at the Madison Center for 
the Arts and my mom, Teresa, came in 
and helped me with it,” Gengle 
recalled. “That kind of sparked our 
interest in wanting to start a program 
in the neighborhood.” 

She added, “Our mission for this 
program is really to use theater to help 
build confidence in students. I think a 
lot of times theater can be either confi-
dence building, or it can be kind of 
soul crushing for kids. So, our goal for 
the program is to just provide all kids 
with the opportunity to shine and 
build confidence.” 

The mother/daughter duo hopes 
that classes, which are offered to young 
residents based on three progressive age 
groups ranging from age four through 

eighth graders, will translate beyond 
the stage, too. 

Simmons, who taught for about 15 
years before serving as a school princi-
pal for 13 years and is “retired,” added, 
“We’re teaching skills that can be used 
outside the classroom. We’re strength-
ening them with their confidence and 
their ability to have discussions and 
stand up for themselves.  

“Life can be rough for kids, and this 
is an opportunity to help build some 
skills that…they can have fun in the 
class, but then when they leave, maybe 
they are a different person, and they 
can grow in an area that might help 
them outside the theater class. I just 
feel so strongly that kids need to believe 
in themselves,” Simmons said. 

That love of helping children and 
foundation in education are amplified 
by the love of theater.  

“The best thing about theater is 
that you can really, if you build the set-
ting correctly with students, you are 
able to help them feel comfortable, and 
their guard can be let down,” Gengle 
said. “They are able to be who they 
truly are, have fun and be silly. That’s 
something that I love about teaching 
theater. For some of them, it’s their 
most fun part of the day because we 
play games and get to laugh and enjoy 
each other’s time. That’s kind of a big 
thing for me.” 

Registration is now open for classes, 
which kick off in August and will be 
held at Ballet Theatre of Phoenix, 6201 
N. 7th St. To learn more about North 
Central Performing Arts, visit 
www.northcentralperformingarts.com. 
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Helping you move from where you are to where you want to be.

Mary King
Realtor
Launch Powered By Compass

Cell 602.319.4055
www.soldbymaryking.com

Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you.

5225 N. Central
Suite 108

Phoenix • 85012

36 E State • $2,190,000
6 bed, 6 bath, 5,524 SF

To fi nd out more about specifi cs in your neighborhood, 
contact me for a no obligation consultation.

BROUGHT THE BUYER

5501 N 1st Street • $1,700,000
4 bed, 4 bath, 3,292 SF

COMING SOON

4610 E Casitas Del Rio • $1,350,000
5 bed, 4 bath, 3,999 SF

NEW PRICE

35216 N 92nd Place •$750,000 
4 bed, 2 bath, 2,252 SF

BROUGHT THE BUYER

529 W Las Palmaritas • $850,000
4 bed, 2.5 bath, 2,987 SF

BROUGHT THE BUYER

30 E. Glendale • $3,495,000
6 bed, 5.5 baths, 6,564 SF

NEW PRICE
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Apply at hov.org/careers

 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

A rendering shows the planned development of a 25-story building at the southwest corner 
of Central Avenue and McDowell Road, which is the northeastern border of the Roosevelt 
Historic Neighborhood (submitted photo).

Business Briefs 
New development coming  
to Central and McDowell 

Avison Young and Cashen Realty 
Advisors negotiated the $13 million 
sale of a 3.29-acre land parcel located at 
1500 N. Central Ave. in downtown 
Phoenix. According to a press release 
announcing the sale, the parcel is 
planned for the development of a 25-
story building that features 325 apart-
ment units and 17,000 square feet of 
retail space. The project has com-
menced development with completion 
anticipated for 2025. 

Avison Young principal and direc-
tor of Brokerage Services in the 
Phoenix office, Mark Seale, and princi-
pal and managing director Jonathan 
Larsen and vice resident Sally Zesut, 
who are in the company’s Los Angeles 
office, represented the seller, Donnelley 
Financial. The buyer, Scottsdale-based 
Aspirant Development, was represent-
ed by Ray Cashen. 

Avison Young initially marketed the 
property with a vacant two-story “obso-
lete” office building on the site. The 
team said that they “advised the seller 
to clear the site to make it more attrac-
tive for a buyer as it was shovel-ready 
for a new development. Once that 
occurred [between 2021-2022] the 
team was able to successfully sell the 
site above original seller expectations.” 

“This was a complex transaction 
and we are pleased that this well-locat-
ed, downtown site has been sold to a 
local developer,” said Seale. “The buyer 
has a vision for the property that will 
serve the local community with much-

needed residential and retail product.” 
The parcel is situated on the corner 

of Central Avenue and McDowell Road 
next door to The Spaghetti Factory and 
is across the street from the Phoenix  
Art Museum. It also provides immedi-
ate access to the Valley Metro Light 
Rail stop. 
 
Wealth management  
seminar planned 

Brad Allan, owner and CEO of the 
Allan Agency, will present a “Discover 
the Wealth Secrets of the IUL” seminar, 
Saturday, July 20, at 11 a.m.  

A compound interest account with 
an IUL is a cash value life insurance 
product, designed to help savers like 
you accumulate funds for the future 
while also providing a death benefit for 
your heirs, Allan says. 

The seminar and discussions aim to 
provide enlightening information for 
safe and secure ethical investment 
choices, Allan said, adding, “This pow-
erful package may help meet your 
future and retirement goals.” 

The event will be held at 2801 E. 
Camelback Road, Suite 200. To RSVP 
or for additional information, call 602-
770-2121. 
 
Library hosts  
workforce events 

The PHXWorks initiative at 
Phoenix Public Library is designed to 
support its customers in their job 
searches, career development goals, and 
on their path to becoming career-ready 
and part of the workforce. The Ocotillo 
Library and Workforce Literacy Center, 

please see EVENTS on page 20
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H O M E
FREEDOM

CALL US
AND

EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE

602-354-7252

I S  J U S T  A N O T H E R  W O R D  F O R

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY FROM HIGHLAND REAL ESTATE

Rick Ramella    •    Nicole Ramella   •    Phil Geretti    •    Hydie Lutzker Pfeiffer

SOLD - $1,100,000
5722 N 10TH PL
3 BED / 2 BATH / 2,155 SF
$125,000 OVER LIST PRICE!

FOR SALE - $799,000
7700 E PRINCESS DR 13
2 BED / 2.5 BATH / 1,922 SF
CROWN POINT AT THE FAIRMONT PRINCESS RESORT

PENDING - $675,000
935 E VERMONT AVE
3 BED + OFFICE / 2 BATH / 1,952 SF
NORTH CENTRAL CHARMER

PENDING - $3,490,000
9322 N. 71ST STREET
5 BED / 5.5 BATH / POOL / 5,280 SF
GATED, ACRE-PLUS LOT W/GUEST HOUSE

PENDING - $985,000
7543 E. CLINTON STREET
3 BED / 2.5 BATH / POOL / 2,651 SF
METICULOUS PATIO HOME IN BRIARWOOD NORTH

SOLD - $623,000
17025 E. LA MONTANA DR. 136
2 BED / 2 BATH / 1,687 SF
LUXURY END-UNIT CONDO

3900 E. Camelback Rd. Unit 150
Phoenix, AZ 85018
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 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

Personalized 昀nancial guidance
to help you pursue your idea of paradise

Whether it’s sandy beaches or Alaskan getaways, family 

gatherings or simply having con昀dence in your 昀nancial 

outlook, we’ll help you pursue your idea of paradise 

with guidance focused on your goals. Let’s start the 

conversation. Call us for a free consultation.

1118 E. Missouri Ave., Suite B3  | Phoenix, AZ 85014  | T: 602.266.9200

paradisefinancialpartners.com

© 2023 Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 
Paradise Financial Partners is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Financial planning 

Long-term care insurance 

Investment management 

Estate planning

Retirement plans

College savings plans 

S E R V I N G  O U R  C L I E N T S  F O R  O V E R  T W O  D E C A D E S

located at 102 W. Southern Ave., pro-
vides in-person staff dedicated to assist-
ing with jobseeker needs, while Burton 
Barr Central Library, located at 1221 
N. Central Ave., connects customers to 
significant resources and offers a large 
computer island on the 2nd floor, along 
with event space for job fairs and more. 

During the month of July, Burton 
Barr will host an Employment 
Resource Spotlight with St. Mary’s 
Food Bank Skills Center, July 10, an 
Employer Spotlight Series with U.S. 
Postal Service, July 11, 18 and 25, and 
drop-in employment assistance July 12.  

For complete event details, or addi-
tional information about the 
PHXWorks program, call 602-262-
4636 or visit www.phoenixpublicli-
brary.org/phxworks. 
 
Bowden is  
board president 

North Central resident Sheryl 
Bowden was recently named the 2024 
Phoenix REALTORS board president. 
She brings nearly four decades of expe-

rience, with a wide array of diverse 
expertise in the Valley. 

Bowden holds board positions with 
Arizona Association of REALTORS 
and National Association of REAL-
TORS (NAR). Her endorsements from 
NAR for the “At Home with Diversity” 
Training and Fairhaven Fair Housing 
Training reflect her commitment to 
diversity and fair housing. 

She says that her success is “rooted 
in providing 
exceptional client 
service, including 
open communi-
cation, continu-
ous education 
and skillful nego-
tiation on behalf 
of her clients.” 
When she’s not 
briefing the media on hot real estate 
topics or aiding clientele, she breeds 
Golden Retrievers and Golden Doodles 
(some of which are show dogs). 

Phoenix REALTORS is a real estate 
membership organization that provides 
its 11,000-plus members with the 
industry’s most innovative resources. 

For more information, visit 
www.phoenixrealtors.com.  
 
Kittelson  
named CEO 

The Foundation for Blind Children 
(FBC) announced that Marc Ashton 
retired after 17 years as CEO, effective 
June 30. He will 
be succeeded by 
Jared Kittelson, 
who has been with 
FBC since 2017, 
serving as director 
of Education 
Services and then 
as COO begin-
ning in 2021.  

Kittelson is a member of the 2019 
Allstate Foundation Nonprofit 
Executive Leadership Program through 
the Kellogg School of Management at 
Northwestern University. In 2023, he 
became a Fellow with the Virginia G. 
Piper Charitable Trust.  

Founded in 1952, Foundation for 
Blind Children provides education, 
tools, and services to allow anyone with 
vision loss to achieve greater indepen-

dence. FBC serves more than 2,000 
people who are visually impaired of all 
ages, from birth to over 100-years-old.  
The organization is located at 1234 E. 
Northern Ave. For additional informa-
tion, call 602-331-1470 or visit 
www.seeitourway.org. 
 
Head of FSL  
recognized 

Tami Bohannon, president and CEO 
of Foundation for Senior Living (FSL), 
received the Award of Honor at Arizona 
LeadingAge annual conference May 17. 
She also was elected to the organization’s 
board of directors for 2024-25. 

Bohannon has led FSL since 2022,  
the nonprofit’s first female CEO in its 
50-year history. Under her leadership, 
FSL has expanded programs that reach 
40,000 Arizonans statewide, tackling 
critical barriers to quality healthcare 
and housing.  

Her background includes executive 
roles in organizations such as Catholic 
Charities Community Services, Boys 
Hope Girls Hope of Arizona, and the 
American Cancer Society. Learn more 
at www.fsl.org.

Sheryl Bowden

Jared Kittelson

EVENTS  continued from page 18
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HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

(602) 625-7058
MikeWeeksRealtor.com

LE
T’

S 
CH

AT
!

FOR SALE • $1,625,000 • 2,871 SF

3153 E Sierra Vista Dr • 85016
Biltmore Guard-Gated Villas • Single-level home • NO STEPS

Phoenix Housing Market 
Snapshot as of 6/6/24

* Source of data: ARMLS & Th e Cromford Report for single-family dwellings.

0% from last month 
C6.4% from last year

D1.2% from last month
C40% from last year

$500,000
Monthly median sale price

2,314
Active listings

SOLD • $2,340,000 • 5,177 SF on 0.6-acre lot

345 E. Ocotillo Rd., 85012
Found this great off -market home for my buyers.
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ACTIVE

30 E GLENDALE AVE $3,495,000
6 BEDROOMS |  4.5 BATHROOMS |  6 ,564 SQ FT

2813 E CAMPBELL AVE $2,400,000
5 BEDROOMS |  4.5 BATHROOMS |  3 ,387 SQ FT

622 W PALMAIRE AVE $1,395,000
5 BEDROOMS |  4.5 BATHROOMS |  4 ,728 SQ FT

8 BILTMORE EST 116 $1,195,000
3 BEDROOMS |  2.5 BATHROOMS |  2 ,329 SQ FT

1512 W PALMAIRE AVE $950,000
4 BEDROOMS |  2.5 BATHROOMS |  2 ,886 SQ FT

5131 N 18TH ST $890,000
3 BEDROOMS |  2.5 BATHROOMS |  3 ,215 SQ FT

BOBBY LIEB, PC

INVENTORY
CURRENT

July Breaking Records!

Get ready, Phoenix! Last year, our city experienced the hottest
month on record for a U.S. city in July 2023. Living here, we know
how to manage the heat: stay out of direct sunlight, wear
sunscreen, protect your eyes, cover up, be aware of children, pets,
and our older community members, drink plenty of water, and add
some electrolytes (as recommended by Abby Curtis, our hot yoga
instructor).

Arizona infrastructure players are providing resources to combat
our urban heat island effect, caused when buildings, roads, and
parking lots absorb, trap, and radiate heat at night. Resources
include free desert-adapted shade trees from Salt River Project.
The City of Phoenix has also debuted its Cool Pavement Pilot
Program, which repaves roads to reflect sunlight. In our own North
Central neighborhoods, flood-irrigated yards save on water use,
allow homeowners to capture the natural watershed, and produce
amazing trees and flowers—one of the many reasons we love our
Central corridor.

Other ways to combat the heat include fabulous staycations:
- The Hermosa Inn, Paradise Valley
- Royal Palm Resort, Camelback Road
- Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort, 7th Street
- Sanctuary Camelback Mountain Resort and Spa, Paradise Valley
- Arizona Biltmore Hotel, 24th St and Missouri
- The Global Ambassador, 44th St and Camelback

Many have views, spas and fantastic areas to gather for a
refreshing beverage and meal. Don't forget about your own pool,
which typically increases a home’s value by 7% and provides a
personal way to cool off.

Enjoy your options!

Associate Broker | Partner
C. 602.376.1341

Launch Powered By Compass Real Estate
5225 N Central Ave., Suite 108
Phoenix, AZ 85012
centralphx.com | biltmoreagent.com

$1,195,000

$675,000

$575,000

PENDING
1706 W PARSONS RD

1119 E NORTHVIEW AVE

329 W OREGON AVE

$875,000615 W FRIER DR
4 BEDROOMS |  3 BATHROOMS |  2 ,496 SQ FT

7240 N 11TH AVE $799,900
5 BEDROOMS |  3 BATHROOMS |  2 ,140 SQ FT

1541 W GLENN DR $529,500
2 BEDROOMS |  2 BATHROOMS |  1 ,557 SQ FT

7347 N 8TH ST $499,000
4 BEDROOMS |  2 BATHROOMS |  2 ,082 SQ FT

102 W MARYLAND AVE F1 $425,000
3 BEDROOMS |  2 BATHROOMS |  1 ,525 SQ FT

2737 W JUNQUILLO CR $379,000
2 BEDROOMS |  1 BATHROOMS |  994 SQ FT

SOLD

345 E OCOTILLO RD $2,340,000 314 E ROSE LN $1,085,000

733 W EL CAMINO DR $2,275,000 1309 W LINGER LN $835,000

7130 N 2ND ST* $1,763,000 3131 N CENTRAL AVE 7015*   $747,621

301 W MCLELLAN BLVD $1,456,400 240 W MISSOURI AVE 25   $360,000

1340 W MYRTLE AVE $1,320,000 631 E ROYAL PALM SQ   $400,250

*REPRESENTED BUYER*REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SEE MORE AT CENTRALPHX.COM
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Download My FREE Mobile App!

$950,000

$875,000

$529,500

$499,000

$799,000
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5131 N 18TH ST PHOENIX 85016

$890,000

ENCHANTING LUXURY

Thinking about buying or selling your home, please call me. I’d love to help! 602.376.1341

1512 W PALMAIRE AVE
PHOENIX, AZ 85021

7347 N 8TH ST
PHOENIX, AZ 85020

7240 N 11TH AVE
PHOENIX, AZ 85021

615 W FRIER DR
PHOENIX, AZ 85021

1541 W GLENN DR
PHOENIX, AZ 85021

LIVE IN NORTH CENTRAL
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 SCHOOL DAYS

North Central students  
earn scholarships 

Six North Central Phoenix students 
each received a $3,000 scholarship 
from Desert Financial Credit Union in 
late May. In all, Desert Financial gave 
$192,000 in scholarships to high 
school seniors and adult learners 
throughout Arizona at the end of May.  

“We are proud to have given away 
more than $1 million in scholarships to 
high school seniors and adult learners 
in the past eight years,” said Jeff 
Meshey, Desert Financial Foundation 
vice-chair. “An educated workforce 
increases economic opportunity for 
everyone in our community – which is 
why supporting education has been a 
top priority at Desert Financial since its 
founding 85 years ago.” 

The scholarship program includes 
Community Service Scholarships for 
high school seniors who volunteer in 
their communities and Adult Learners 
Scholarships for adults ages 25 or 
older who are pursuing certificates or 
degrees. Nearly 250 Arizona students 
applied for the 60 available scholar-
ships. 

The North Central Community 
Service Scholarship recipients included 
Brooklin Curtis, Sunnyslope High 
School, who will attend Arizona State 
University in the fall to study civil engi-
neering; Andrew Phillips, Brophy 
College Preparatory who volunteered 
400 hours of his time in 2023 and 
plans to study aerospace engineering at 
Arizona State University; Ryleigh 
Mangundayao, Xavier College 
Preparatory, who plans to study public 

Sixty high school seniors and adult learners from around Arizona each received a $3,000 
scholarship, courtesy of Desert Financial Credit Union, including six students from North 
Central Phoenix (submitted photo).

health at Arizona State University; and 
Daphne Maroney, Sunnyslope High 
School, who volunteered more than 
115 hours in 2023 and plans to study 
biochemistry at Arizona State 
University in the fall. 

The North Central recipients of the 
Adult Learners Scholarship included 
Amber Robinson, who is studying 
environmental science and sustainabili-
ty at Phoenix College, and Rika 
Kuwahara, who is pursuing a master’s 
in education at Arizona State 
University.  

To learn more about Desert Financial 
Foundation scholarship programs, visit 
www.desertfinancial.com/scholarships. 
 

School Briefs 
GLENDALE UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Graduates earn $109 million  
in scholarships  

The 2023-2024 Glendale Union 
High School District (GUHSD) school 
year ended with excellent measures of 
success. Three thousand students grad-
uated from all nine of GUHSD’s high 
schools this year, and the Class of 2024 
earned more than $109 million in 
scholarships. Sunnyslope High School, 
Thunderbird High School and 
Washington High School received a 
combined total of over $41 million in 
scholarships.  

The district said, “GUHSD is 
incredibly proud of the Class of 2024’s 
achievements and wishes all of the 
graduates continued success in their 
future endeavors.” 
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302 West Bethany Home Road

602-796-1592
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for Lessons and Classes

Bring this ad to

to build a FREE Minifigure from our Minifig Maker Table!
Central Phoenix location only • Expires 7/31/24 • Limit 1 per customer • NCN0724

 
central.phoenix@bricksandminifigs.com 

@bamcentralphoenix

24 W. Camelback Rd., Ste. G   |   602-675-1392

Celebrate   
Summer  

with 
LEGO®!

 Bricks & Minifigs® is your one-stop LEGO® toy shop! We buy, sell and trade  
all LEGO® products! Choose from our huge selection of new sets,  

individual minifigs, bulk bricks,components and accessories. 
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District to host  
support staff job fair 

Join GUHSD on Thursday, July 
11, at Moon Valley High School’s cafe-
teria from 4 to 5:30 p.m. for a support 
staff job fair. Representatives from 
GUHSD’s human resources will be on 
hand to interview individuals who are 
interested in working in transportation, 
clerical positions, food services, and 
maintenance.  

GUHSD employees can expect a 
comprehensive compensation package 
for most positions, which includes 
health insurance, paid holidays, retire-
ment planning and much more. For 
more information, call 623-435-6000 
or visit www.guhsdaz.org/domain/68. 
 
Walk-through registration  
set for July 

Glendale Union High School 
District’s nine high schools will hold 
Walkthrough Registration for the 
2024-25 school year from July 23-25. 
During this event, students will have 
their photos taken for IDs and receive 
their class schedules. For more details, 
visit your school’s website. The first day 
of school is Aug. 5. 
 
District office  
is open through summer 

The Glendale Union High School 
District Office will remain open 
throughout the summer. Summer hours 
will be in effect through July 12 and are 
as follows: Monday through Wednesday, 
7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Thursday, 7 a.m. to 
4 p.m.; Friday through Sunday, closed. 
The office will be closed on July 4 for 
Independence Day. For additional infor-
mation, call 623-435-6000. 
 
MADISON  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Meadows named  
‘Top New School’ 

Madison Meadows Middle School 
recently received the 2023-24 Best 
Buddies “Top New School” award. The 
school was selected for its outstanding 
performance in promoting inclusion 
and friendship within their community 
through the Best Buddies program. 

Teacher Lauren Robuck and parent 
Blaire Hinks introduced Madison 
Meadows’ Best Buddies program this 
past school year. The program pro-
motes inclusion, spreads awareness and 
acceptance of all individuals and pro-

vides students with the opportunity to 
form friendships with students with 
special needs. It empowers people with 
an IDD (intellectual and developmen-
tal disability) to form meaningful 
friendships with peers and improve 
communication and advocacy skills. 
 
Volunteers honored  
at event 

Madison School District held its 
annual recognition event May 7 to 
honor students, staff and volunteers for 
their achievements, contributions and 
dedication over the past year. 

Student-athletes were recognized for 
their performance in the Valley Athletic 
Conference, with 13 teams placing in 
the championship competitions and 
several students receiving individual 
honors. Sixteen athletic teams were also 
named Madison Scholar Athlete Teams 
for having a team average GPA of 3.8 or 
higher during the first semester. 

Madison Simis and Meadows 
Odyssey of the Mind teams were recog-
nized for their strong performance at 
this year’s regional and state competi-
tions. Eliana Moskowitz and Addison 
Briggs were recognized as International 
Baccalaureate Program Students of the 
Year by the Arizona International 
Baccalaureate organization. Briggs was 
also recognized for receiving the 
National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) 
Outstanding Achievement Award.  
 
OSBORN  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
New principal to 
serve at Encanto 

The Osborn School District 
announced on June 15 that Kimberly 
Fernandez will serve as the new princi-
pal of Encanto Elementary. Fernandez 
has 18 years’ experience in public educa-
tion, with 16 as a teacher and the past 
two as a principal at the Tempe Learning 
Center of Student Choice High School, 
an alternative and credit recovery pro-
gram for students.  She holds two mas-
ter’s degrees (curriculum and instruction 
and educational leadership). 

Fernandez’s classroom instruction 
came in grades 2-5 in the Union 
Elementary School District, where she 
taught for seven years.  She then spent 
three years as an instructional coach 
and ELD reading specialist in Dysart 
Unified. She then spent seven years as a 
K-5 reading and math specialist in 

 SCHOOL DAYS

please see PRINCIPAL on page 26

pending for sale

Sold

1706 W Parsons Rd
$1,195,000

23134 N 40th Place
$949,000

1717 E Myrtle Ave
$2,625,000

Chris & Jen Taege 602.663.0174

DEALER DEALER 
ALTERNATIVE ALTERNATIVE 

SERVICE & REPAIRSERVICE & REPAIR
North Central’s #1 choice in European 

Vehicle Service, Repair, Tires & Alignments.

www.tanner-motors.com
10221 N. Cave Creek Road 

602-241-9888602-241-9888

COMPLIMENTARY A/C 
PERFORMANCE TEST
Includes performance test, inspect hoses 

and air conditioning components. 
Does not include evacuate and recharge.

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL 
CHANGE SERVICE

$89.99
Includes up to 6 quarts full synthetic 
motor oil and fi lter. Does not include 

taxes and shop supplies.
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Litchfield Elementary School District.  
She entered administration as a high 
school principal for the past two years. 

Fernandez has worked on a variety 
of school and district initiatives includ-
ing new teacher mentors, peer evalua-
tors, and as an RTI coordinator. She 
has been honored as the Westside 
Impact Teacher of the Year. 
 
Donations spark  
imagination 

When students return to 
Clarendon Elementary School in the 
fall, they will have new opportunities 
to strut their STEM stuff, thanks in 
part to the generosity of the Osborn 
Educational Foundation and Phoenix 
West Rotary Club.  

At an event held at the end of the 
2023-24 school year, students and staff 
showed off the STEM projects and 
materials that were funded during the 
school year by the two organizations, 
including a Knex roller coaster, 3D 
pen, micro:bit chips, scan markers. The 
celebratory day was topped off with 
performances by a cheer and dance 
team performance, whose uniforms 
were funded by these groups as well 
 
PHOENIX UNION  
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bioscience students receive 
millions in scholarships 

The Bioscience High School Class 
of 2024 collectively earned more than 
$28.5 million and counting in scholar-
ships, including six students who indi-
vidually earned more than $1 million.  

Juliet Hernandez more than $2.3 
million, Taylor Price earned more than 
$2 million, Adayla Mendoza earned 
more than $1.6 million, Luis Hernandez 
Anaya earned more than $1.3 million, 
Ronald Tran earned $1.06 million, and 
Elizabeth Sanchez Castaneda earned $1 
million in total awarded scholarships. 
 
WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Enrollment open  
for 2024-25 school year 

Whether it is free, full-day kinder-
garten, premiere special education and 
gifted services, art, music, PE, STEM 
or online learning, the Washington 
Elementary School District (WESD) 
aims to provide a program to meet the 
individual needs of each child.  

With multiple A+ Schools of 
Excellence, a National Blue Ribbon 
and a National Title I Distinguished 
School, WESD also is a Top 20 school 
district in the country in student 
growth. Additionally, 84 percent of 
WESD schools are an A or B and, of 
WESD’s nine A-rated schools, four of 
them are in the North Central corridor 
– Desert View (K-6), Moon Mountain 
(K-6), Orangewood (K-8) and Royal 
Palm (6-8), the first and only middle 
school in WESD to achieve an “A” let-
ter grade. 

The district is currently enrolling 
kindergarten through eighth grade stu-
dents for the 2024-25 school year. To 
start the enrollment process, visit the 
WESD Welcome and Registration 
Center, located at 3200 W. Cholla St., 
in person or enroll online at www.wes-
dschools.org/registration. 

 SCHOOL DAYS

PRINCIPAL  continued from page 25

8625 North 19th Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85021
602-678-4470
www.montessoricentralschool.com

Montessori Central School
A MONTESSORI SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AGES 12 MONTHS TO 6 YEARS

Our mission is to prepare children for life. We celebrate each child’s individuality 
and help them discover how they can contribute to our world and culture.

- AMI certifi ed Montessori preschool
- One-acre property
- Sensorial working garden
- 35-year-old established preschool
- Four classrooms
- Experienced staff
- School tours daily
- Qualifi ed scholarships available
- Immediate primary enrollment

Our sensory garden.

Bioscience seniors (pictured left to right) Elizabeth Sanchez Castaneda, Juliet Hernandez, 
Ronald Tran, Adayla Mendoza, Taylor Price and Luis Hernandez Anaya each earned more 
than $1 million in scholarships (photo courtesy of Phoenix Union High School District).
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Phoenix Union
High School District is 

Join the Phoenix Union family, and help us 
provide safe and reliable transportation to the 
26,000+ students that call our schools home. 

Apply today, whether you’re ready to drive 
or need training, you are all welcome at PXU. 

BENEFITS

Training and CDL Medical Exam available

$22.32+ hourly rate plus great benefits

Extended time available for trips

Opportunity to work with amazing staff, students, and families

NOW HIRING

Bus 
Drivers

$22.32
STARTING PAY
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District seeks  
curriculum feedback  

WESD is in the process of review-
ing and adopting science materials to 
support teachers with instruction that 
is aligned to the K-8 state standards. 
The standards are based on three core 
ideas for knowing science: physical sci-
ence, Earth and space science and life 
science. The materials also will address 
the science and engineering practices 
that provide students with authentic 
science experiences such as construct-
ing explanations, planning investiga-
tions and developing models to make 
sense of the core ideas of science. 

Parents and guardians are invited to 
visit the community display until July 
8 from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
WESD Administrative Center, located 
at 4650 W. Sweetwater Ave., with an 
option to provide feedback digitally.  
 
WESD has job openings 
for teachers and staff 

WESD currently has several job 
openings for certified and classified 
positions including teachers, psycholo-
gists, paraprofessionals, custodians, 

This five-week experience isn’t a typ-
ical bio course, the school said in a social 
media post. So far, they’ve hit the great 
outdoors for a week of field biology at 
Brophy’s Manresa retreat in Oak Creek 
Canyon; at Page Springs Fish Hatchery, 
they met up with Game and Fish 
wildlife biologists for a primer on 
Arizona’s trout habitat; and at Red Rock 
State Park, they conducted water quality 
and stream flow investigations. They 
dissected preserved fish and frogs, and 
explored the backside of the San 
Francisco Peaks, spending time with a 
forest ecologist from the Nature 
Conservancy, and at the Grand Canyon, 
they studied fossils and experienced a 
rare sighting of a California Condor.  
 
Cellist to perform  
at London event 

Elliott Lewenstein, a Class of 2024 
graduate at Arizona School of the Arts, 
has been selected for the High School 
Honors Performance Orchestra, which 
is scheduled to perform July 29 at 
London’s Royal Festival Hall.  

Participation in the Honors 
Ensembles is limited to the highest-rated 
young performers from around the 
world. Lewenstein will be joining 
approximately 350 performers from the 
United States, Canada and Guam for a 
special performance in London, where 
they will learn from world-renowned 
conductors, work with other performers, 
and experience local arts and culture.  
 
Student selected  
for KEYS internship 

Arizona School for the Arts student 
Eva Luz Pombo (‘26) has been selected 
to participate in The University of 
Arizona’s 2024 “KEYS Research 
Internship”. 

Pombo and the  other interns will 
contribute to interdisciplinary bio-
science research using biotechnology 
and data analysis techniques, develop 
science literacy skills and learn how to 
communicate their research.  

Leading up to this summer intern-
ship, interns were provided weekly 
assignments preparing them for the 
research they would participate in with 
their labs. Interns also were paired with 
their assigned lab based on their scien-
tific interests and skills determined 
through their application and interview 
with KEYS staff. Pombo is focusing on 
neurology and research on Parkinson’s 
Disease. 

 SCHOOL DAYS

childcare assistants, cafeteria workers, 
office technicians, bus drivers and 
much more. The district offers paid 
holidays and personal leave, vacation 
time, employer-matched contributions 
to Arizona State Retirement, insurance 
benefits for employees working 30 
hours a week, discounts on WESD-
sponsored childcare, extensive training, 
and opportunities for advancement.  

To apply online, visit 

https://jobs.wesdschools.org. To learn 
more, please call 602-347-2622.  
CHARTER AND 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
 In coming class explores 
nature over summer 

In June, incoming Brophy College 
Prep freshman students embarked on an 
summer adventure with SHEP (Summer 
Honors Enrichment Program) Biology.  

Incoming Brophy freshmen hit the great outdoors this summer for an enrichment program 
that included a stop at Red Rock State Park (photo courtesy of Brophy College Prep).
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 SCHOOL DAYS

Students earn  
STEM internships 

Twenty-five students from Madison 
Highland Prep have been accepted into 
one of more STEM summer intern-
ships, the school announced. These 
competitive programs offer hands-on 
learning, research and innovation 
opportunities in science, technology, 
engineering, and math fields. 

Students accepted into STEM sum-
mer internships include Joel Alarcon, 
Monique Aragon, Julitza Arriaga, 
Thomas Clyne, Nathan Garcia, Angel 
Gomez, Brandol Licano, Joseph Lungo, 
German Melendez, Philip Norris, 
Faenna Nosova, Miguel Reyes, 
Abraham Rico, Alexis Ring, Sophie 
Romero, Johnathan Sanchez, Maria 
Sebzvari, Sierra Sotack, Liam Steindler, 
Etta Thesing, Isaac Timmerman, 
Delilah Tsang, Anikin Ulibarri, Mia 
Urbano and Aidan Zuber.  

These students will participate in 
internships at renowned institutions, 
including the Burton Family 
Foundation Summer Health Institute, 
Cesar Chavez Leadership Institute and 
top universities. The students will work 
alongside experts in their fields, gaining 
practical experience and building their 
professional networks.  
 
Graduating senior is  
‘Good Citizen’ 

The Paradise Valley Chapter, 
National Society of Daughters of the 
American Revolution, recently awarded 
the chapter’s first Good Citizen Award 
to Wendy Bell, a Phoenix resident and 
graduating senior at the Paradise Valley 
Christian Preparatory School.   

Bell read her essay, “Our American 
Heritage and Our Responsibility for 
Preserving It,” to meeting attendees. 
The chapter’s chair of the DAR Good 
Citizen award, Anne Enos, presented 
Bell with a certificate, pin, wallet card, 
rose and a red, white, and blue gradua-
tion cord. In addition, she received a 
check for $250 for her future educa-
tion. She is co-valedictorian of her class 
and will begin pre-medical studies at 
Gordon College in Massachusetts. Her 
career goal is to earn a MD/PhD and 
become a pediatrician.  

As an “A” student, Bell served most 
recently as president of the school’s 
National Honor Society. She also 
worked as a teacher’s assistant in a 
childcare program and has spearheaded 
volunteer projects in the community.    

Student recognized for 
‘Heat Islands’ video 

Harper Hipps, who graduated from 
Xavier in the spring, is among 18 win-
ners from around the world who earned 
top spots in the 13th annual “World of 
8 Billion” student video contest spon-
sored by Population Connection. Over 
3,100 videos from 58 countries and 46 
U.S. states and territories were created.  

The 60-second pieces explore popu-
lation growth as it relates to one of three 
challenges: Climate Migration, Health, 
and Invasive Species.  

Hipps earned honorable mention 
with her video Urban Heat Islands, 
which suggests cool pavement and green 
roofs to help curb higher temperatures 
in cities worldwide. The video can be 
viewed at www.worldof8billion.org/ 
video-winner/urban-heat-islands. 

Hipps has also earned an honorable 
mention for the High School NCWIT 
Aspirations in Computing Awards and 
was a winner in the Junior Achievement 
of Arizona’s 18 Under 18 in 2023. In 
the fall, Harper will begin studying 
bioinformatics at the University of San 
Diego, where she plans on using her 
prize money for textbooks. 

Hipps suggests that future contest 
participants “pick a topic that interests 
you because you will spend a lot of time 
learning about it.” She was pleasantly 
surprised to find out how many rules 
and regulations are already in place to 
combat urban heat and that many peo-
ple are passionate about finding solu-
tions to this issue. 

In addition to educating viewers 
about their chosen topic and how it 
relates to human population growth, 
students had to include at least one idea 
for a sustainable answer to the issue. 
The winning pieces presented innova-
tive solutions to problems including 
coastal flooding, health disparities, and 
the spread of invasive species. Solutions 
included utilizing new technology, sus-
tainable agriculture practices, regenera-
tive shorelines, and more. 

Students from Madison Highland Prep will work alongside experts in their fields during sum-
mer STEM internships (submitted photo).
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 GENERATIONS

please see SERVICES on page 32

Senior Living 
Back-to-school  
donations needed 

The 2023-24 school year is in the 
rear-view mirror, but Valley nonprofit 
Duet: Partners in Health & Aging is 
already looking ahead to next school 
year, hoping to give grandparents rais-
ing their grandchildren a much-needed 
boost when it comes to making sure 
students have all the supplies they need 
to succeed.  

According to Duet, in Arizona, 
62,433 grandparents are responsible for 
their grandchildren, and for every one 
child raised by kin in foster care, there are 
eight being raised by kin outside of the 
system (that’s 87 percent ineligible to 
receive assistance awarded to foster fami-
lies). And with some studies suggesting 
that back-to-school costs are expected to 
hit $890 per household this year, Duet is 
trying to equip 200 grandchildren, grades 
K-12, with backpacks, school supplies, 
clothing and shoes this summer. 

The nonprofit created an Amazon 
Wishlist to make donating as easy as 
the click of a button: 
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/F7F6
G7AIK0M4. In addition to the 
Amazon Wishlist, donated school sup-
plies and retail gift cards in $25-$50 

increments to help with buying shoes, 
clothing or haircuts are also much 
appreciated. 

Donations can also be dropped off 
at the Duet office through July 8, 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m., 10000 N. 31st Ave., Suite D200 

(closed July 4). For additional informa-
tion or questions, contact Lisa 
McCormick at 602-274-5022, ext. 
114, mccormick@duetaz.org.  Learn 
more at www.duetaz.org. 
 
Events highlight  
senior services 

North Central’s older adult resi-
dents are invited to two events at the 
CenterWell Senior Primary Care Clinic 
Alhambra location this month. 

First up, get in the Independence 
Day spirt Tuesday, July 2, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. Guests can enjoy this indoor 
event that will include an open hot dog 
bar, light refreshments and the chance 
to win an indoor grill to take home. 
During the event, take an exclusive 
tour of the clinic to learn more about 
its services. Then, on Wednesday, July 
17, a “Meet your local provider” event 
will be held from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
event will showcase the center’s person-
alized healthcare options for seniors, 

The Duet back-

to-school dona-

tion drive will 

offer a much-

need helping 

hand to many 

Valley grand-

parents who are 

raising their 

grandkids – and 

North Central 

residents can 

help (submitted 

photo).
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P H O E N I X

Being exceptional goes beyond mere competence; it encompasses a relentless pursuit of excellence 
and a commitment to surpassing expectations. Launch | Compass Real Estate agents take a sincere, honest approach 

with their clients supported by proven marketing strategies and unwavering enthusiasm.

ELEVATE YOUR REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE.

Exceptional

Eric Mininberg Vicki Shearer Ciara RubalcavaNick Ptak

Brittany Stephens

Rodney Coty Aaron Carter & Mike Mosier Bobby Lieb Mary King Gretchen Jewell Jen Taege  & Chris Taege

Shelly Lane & Ronda Cronin

Chaz Fertal & Kayla Fertal Jack HinkelDan Schaffl erArlee Reach Shelley Hubbard

Liz Daines

Courtney RobertsonAimee Nairn

April Didlake

Mike Weeks

Cindy Davis
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provide the opportunity to meet the 
team and receive a complimentary bag 
of fresh produce, while supplies last. 

CenterWell Alhambra is located at 
702 W. Camelback Road. To reserve a 
spot, call 480-808-9215. For addition-
al information, visit www.centerwell-
primarycare.com. 
 
Beatitudes hosts  
lunch event 

Beatitudes Campus will celebrate 
independent living with a panel of res-
idents Friday, July 12, beginning at 11 
a.m. 

Older residents are invited to 
attend the event and enjoy a meal while 
the residents who lead a variety of 
clubs, committees and groups talk 
about their activities. 

Beatitudes Campus, a retirement 
community offering independent liv-
ing, assisted living and more, is located 
at 1610 W. Glendale Ave. To attend the 
July 12 event, RSVP by Tuesday, July 9, 
by calling 602-755-3400 or visiting 
www.beatitudescampus.org/events. 

Air travel  
workshop offered 

For those who are planning summer 
or fall travel with an older adult, on 
Wednesday, July 17, from 10 a.m. to 
noon, the Aviation Department will 
host a Dementia Friendly Air Travel 
Workshop at 2485 E. Buckeye Road.  

This Q&A will bring together rep-
resentatives from the airport, airlines, 
and TSA to share information and tips. 
For more information, contact skyhar-
bor@phoenix.gov, with subject line 
“Dementia Friendly Air Travel 
Workshop Registration.”  
 

Kids & Family 
City offers  
summer recreation 

With another long month-plus 
before school is back in session, many 
families may be looking for low-cost 
ways to keep kids (and adults) active 
and entertained, which is where the 
Phoenix Parks and Recreation Pass 
comes in. The pass allows families to 
access amenities and programs citywide.  

An annual pass is good for 12 

months from the date of purchase and 
costs $20 for Phoenix residents aged 18 
and older and $5 for residents aged 17 
and younger. Day passes are also avail-
able for $2/adult; $1/youth. 

Pass holders can gain access to the 
city’s Community Centers and 
Neighborhood Recreation Centers, par-
ticipate in open gymnasiums and other 
open recreation opportunities, access to 
facility lobby and game room areas, 
access to fitness room and health ameni-
ties at selected sites (additional fees may 
apply; limited sites offer free fitness 
room access), gain registration access to 
classes and programs, enjoy hundreds of 
free classes and programs, as well as 
thousands of paid classes and programs. 

In the North Central area, families 
can visit the Sunnyslope Community 
Center, 802 E. Vogel Ave.; the 
Sunnyslope Youth Center, 1702 W. 
Peoria Ave.; and the Washington 
Activity Center. Older residents may 
want to check out the Devonshire 
Senior Center, 2802 E. Devonshire 
Ave., or the Sunnyslope Senior Center, 
adjacent to the Community Center. 

Get your Phoenix Parks and 

Recreation Pass online or visit a local 
recreation facility to get more informa-
tion on specific amenities and program 
offerings available in the area. Learn 
more at www.phoenix.gov/parks/class-
es-and-programs. 
 
Summer piano  
lessons offered 

Summer piano lessons at Music 
Works Community (also known as the 
Piano Place) offer the perfect opportu-
nity for adults to escape from the pres-
sures of work, and for kids to enjoy a 
productive time away from video games 
and screentime. 

Piano lessons and preschool classes 
are offered during the Music Works 
Community Summer Session, which 
runs through Aug. 2. In addition, 
enrollment is currently open for fall 
lessons. The fall schedule begins Aug. 5. 

The Prelude Piano Program classes 
for preschool through first grade stu-
dents include “Shining Stars” for 
preschoolers, pre-kindergarten and 
junior kindergarten, and “Leap Frogs” 
for kindergarten and first grade stu-
dents. Interested students may also take 
introductory summer lessons and join a 
fall semester class. 

For more information, call the stu-
dio at 602-796-1592 or visit 
www.musicworkscommunity.com. 
 
Museum hosts  
summer events 

Phoenix Art Museum’s  fashion 
exhibitions “Barbie: A Cultural Icon 
Exhibition” and “The Power of Pink,”  
will close to the public Sunday, July 7.  

“Barbie: A Cultural Icon” showcas-
es the Barbie brand’s 65-plus year his-
tory and the doll’s global impact on 
pop culture and fashion through more 
than 250 vintage dolls, various histori-
cal objects, video interviews, and a life-
sized Barbie Mirror-Pink Corvette. 
“The Power of Pink” celebrates the 
complex history of the color pink, trac-
ing its evolution from status symbol to 
gender marker to contemporary fash-
ion statement. 

Other events this month include the 
museum’s first family studio art-making 
workshop. In addition, Pay-What-You-
Wish Wednesdays are offered every 
Wednesday from 3 to 9 p.m.  

Phoenix Art Museum is located at 
1625 N. Central Ave. For more infor-
mation, call 602-257-1880 or visit 
www.phxart.org.
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For more information about these and other properties, contact

Cell: 602-570-2689
Fax: 602-749-6114
www.RodneyCoty.com

Rodney Coty

INVESTOR SER LTOR SERVICES
BUILDER SERVICES  LENDER SERVICES  CCOUNT SERVICING

Erich Reichenberger
Vice President

Maricopa County Sales Manager
14850 N. Scottsdale Rd. Ste 160, Scottsdale AZ 85254

erich.reichenberger@ptaaz.com 
www.pioneertitleagency.com

MEET
YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE 

LOAN ORIGINATOR
JEFF OHM 

PARTNER  |  NMLS #894175

CONTACT ME TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HOME LOAN NEEDS!
E: jeff @forward.loans  |  P: 602-714-0532

W: www.jeff ohm.com

Branch NMLS #2006640 | 555 W Turney Ave, Suite 101 | Phoenix, AZ 85013
Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. 
Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. Forward Holdings, LLC. 
NMLS2006640. 

Top 1% Diamond Club 2012-22
2015-22 Five Star Award/Phoenix Magazine

2015 Top 2% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
2016-22 Top 1% for sales/sides in Maricopa County

North Central Resident • 23 years’ experience

WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS, CALL RODNEY COTY

1050 E. Clinton Street • $455,000
3 bed 2 bath 1620 SF, living/family rooms,  

2 car garage, updated!

POINTE TAPATIO

6803 N 15th Street • $1,295,000
5 bed/3.5 bath, 3,587 SF, 3 car garage,  

full renovation 2021!

PENDING

3718 E Sells Drive • $2,995,000
4 bed/4.5 bath, 4,169 SF, 3 car garage, 

pool, spa, gated.

GATED SYCAMORE
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All Saints’ Episcopal Church  6300 North Central Avenue, Phoenix  
Just South of Maryland / Just North of Bethany Home  602.279.5539

Summer Special Holy Eucharist
Saturday 5pm&Sunday9am

9amService: “Church-in-an-Hour”
10am: Special Celebration EACHWEEK

July 7: Jazzy July | July 14: BaseballDays of Summer
July 21: SchoolDays, including SummerBirthdayParty | July 28: Christmas in July

Saturday Evenings after 5pmService: July 13: Trivia | July 20:Movie | July 27: Karaoke

Joyful July

ALL DETAILS ON
AllSaintsOnCentral.org

Wear a hat!
purplelizardboutique.com

Residents will find a beautiful retreat from the summer heat, this month at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden (submitted photo).

Summer hours, special 
events at garden 

The Japanese Friendship Garden 
offers a cool and tranquil retreat to its 
visitors during the hot summer months, 
but guests will have to take advantage of 
morning and evening hours while the 
garden’s summer hours are in effect. 

Now through Aug. 31, the garden 
will be open from 8 a.m. to noon, 
Tuesday through Thursday, and from 8 
a.m. to noon and 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday. The garden is 
closed on Mondays. 

In addition, on July 6-7, residents 
are invited to celebrate Japan’s Star 

Festival by attending a summer matsuri 
at Let’s Go to Tanabata. Dress in tradi-
tional attire such as a kimono, yukata, 
or even opt for a light cosplay (please 
keep it family-friendly and prop-free) 
and delve into the vibrant atmosphere 
of a real nighttime Japanese summer 
festival. Explore the lively corridors 
adorned with colorful lanterns, 
bustling with an array of vendors offer-
ing delectable food, refreshing shaved 
ice, and unique merchandise.   

The Japanese Friendship Garden is 
located at 1125 N. 3rd Ave. in down-
town Phoenix. For additional informa-
tion, call 602-274-8700 or visit 
www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org.  



North Central News July 2024 – Page 35www.northcentralnews.net

 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Fabulous Phoenix 4th  
to light up the sky 

Fireworks will once again light up 
the sky over Steele Indian School Park as 
the city of Phoenix celebrates 
Independence Day in style. Billed as one 
of the largest fireworks displays in the 
Southwest, the annual Fabulous Phoenix 
4th event will take place Thursday, July 
4, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. This free, non-
alcoholic family event attracts thousands 
of attendees each year. 

There will be free rides, inflatables 
and other activities for young residents 
to enjoy, and vendors will be selling a 
variety of items, including food and 
beverage, arts and crafts, and promo-
tional items. ATMs will not be available 
for this year’s event, however. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring plenty of water 
and personal shade devices are allowed 
and encouraged; however, at sunset all 
standing shade devices must be lowered 
and safely put away. Coolers are allowed 
but alcohol and glass bottles are prohib-
ited. All carry-in items are subject to 
search by event security. 

The dog park will be closed July 1-
5, and on July 3, the entire park will be 
closed for event load-in until 6 p.m. 
event time on July 4.  

Attendees should allow ample time 
for travel near, parking, arrival at the 
event site and entrance into the event. 
Traveling by light rail is recommended 
as public parking is not available at the 
event site. A rideshare/taxi area will be 
located on 2nd Street just south of 
Indian School Road. There are three 
pedestrian entrances: Central Avenue 
and Glenrosa Avenue, 3rd Street and 
Indian School Road, and 7th Street just 
north of Turney Ave.  

Steele Indian School Park is located 
at 300 E. Indian School Road. For more 
information, call 602-534-3378 or visit 
www.phoenix.gov/parks/special-events/ 
fabphx4. 
 

Shemer Art Center 
accepting entries 

The Shemer Art Center is now 
accepting entries from Arizona artists 
who create work that showcases land-
scapes ranging from natural settings to 
urban city life. The work will be show-
cased in “Light of Day,” which will be 
shown at Shemer Aug. 28 to Oct. 24. 

Selected works will be from all 
mediums, including, but not limited to, 
painting, drawing, printmaking, pho-

tography, ceramics, sculpture, wood, 
metal, fiber, and glass. The entry dead-
line is 5 p.m., Aug. 2.  

In addition, the 2024 Shemer 
Arizona Arts Festival will take place this 
fall, Nov. 2-3, and works of art created 
in a variety of mediums by more than 
40 Arizona artists will be included in 
the event. The event also will feature 
art demonstrations, Arizona authors, 
an interactive $5 Art Zone, live music, 

food and beverage vendors and a silent 
auction. Additional activities planned 
include an interactive Blacksmith 
Village, and the return of the Shemer’s 
signature Sidewalk Chalk Festival. 

To read the prospectus and submit a 
piece of work for either event, visit 
https://shemerartcenter.org/opportuni-
ties/artist_opps. Shemer Art Center is 
located at 5005 E. Camelback Road. For 
more information, call 602-262-4727. 

On the Town 
The heat is on in Phoenix, but there 

are plenty of ways to celebrate summer 
and the arts in cool style this month. 
Join your neighbors for an 
Independence Day celebration, and 
enjoy live local music and touring acts, 
theater performances, art exhibits, film 
screenings, family-friendly experiences 
and more. See you on the town in July!   
 
Surely Tempo 
July 2 
The Rebel Lounge 
www.therebellounge.com;  
602-296-7013 
 
Iron & Wine 
July 2 
The Van Buren 
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641 
 

Tom Oren 
July 6 
The Nash @ Venue 122 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 

Fireworks will light up the sky during the annual Fabulous Phoenix 4th event, which will take 
place Thursday, July 4, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.(submitted photos).

please see ON THE TOWN on page 36
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First United Methodist Church of Phoenix 
5510 N Central Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ  85012 
602.263.5013 

firstchurch.church
An inclusive community of faith where ANYONE can experience the goodness and grace of God.

SPIRIT 
    MONTH

2024

RED, WHITE, AND BLUE
Wear the colors red, 

white, and blue, fl ags or 
other patriotic attire.

JULY 7

DISNEY
Wear Disney costumes, 

mouse ears, clothing with 
Disney characters. 

JULY 21

FIRST UMC

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! 
WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOUR CHURCH SPIRIT!

ISLAND BREEZE
Wear tropical attire, vaction wear, 

bright tropical colors.
JULY 14

*We will have a Kona Ice Truck on 
campus between services this day!

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Wear Christmas colors, 

Christmas sweaters, or other 
Christmas attire.

JULY 28

Desert City Jazz En Fuego 
July 7 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981 
 
‘Fully Committed’ 
July 10-Aug. 11 
The Phoenix Theatre Company 
www.phoenixtheatre.com;  
602-254-2151 
 
Vintage & Vinyl  
Night Market 
July 11 
Crescent Ballroom 
www.crescentphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 
Carolyn Wonderland 
July 12 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Infinity Song 
July 13 
Valley Bar 
www.valleybarphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 
‘All Eyes On You II’ 
Thru July 14 
Eye Lounge & Modified Arts 
www.eyelounge.com/exhibitions/all 
eyesonyouii 
 
Bethany Home 
July 18 
The Rebel Lounge 
www.therebellounge.com;  
602-296-7013 
 
Raúl Yañez 
July 19 
The Nash @ Venue 122 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
Third Friday Ceili 
July 19 
Irish Cultural Center  
www.azirish.org; 602-258-0109 
 
The McCharmlys 
July 19 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Decemberists 
July 20 
The Van Buren 
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641 
 
Arms Akimbo 
July 20 
Valley Bar 
www.valleybarphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 

Coffee House Saturdays 
July 20 
North Mountain Visitor Center 
www.northmountainvisitorcenter.org; 
602-343-5125 
 
Flashlight Nights 
July 20, 27 
Desert Botanical Garden 
www.dbg.org; 480-941-1225 
 
Sarah Shook &  
The Disarmers 
July 23 
The Rebel Lounge 
www.therebellounge.com;  
602-296-7013 
 
Jermaine Lockhart 
July 26 
The Nash @ Venue 122 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
Lo Moon 
July 26 
Valley Bar 
www.valleybarphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 
Brijean 
July 29 
Valley Bar 
www.valleybarphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 
Hermanos Gutiérrez 
July 30 
The Van Buren 
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641  

All event dates are current at the time 
of publication. Check with individual 
venues for up-to-date show information. 
Find events throughout the month at 
www.northcentralnews.net/events.

ON THE TOWN continued from page 35 
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Chef Mark Tarbell is passionate about promoting “local” at his Tarbell’s restaurant, located 
at 32nd Street and Camelback Road (photo by Darryl Webb for North Central News).

Café Chat  
To market, to market  
with Mark Tarbell 
By Marjorie Rice 

Mark Tarbell is getting ready for a 
photo, standing in front of a large, col-
orful painting in his Tarbell’s restaurant 
on Camelback. He takes time to pull 
on a Roger Clyne and the Peacemakers 
T-shirt, but doesn’t bother to comb his 
hair, rumpled from an hour of absent-
mindedly running his hands through it 
as he talks about food, wine and culi-
nary careers. 

Promoting “local” – whether it’s 
produce, chickens or rock bands – 
seems paramount to the renowned chef, 
more so than polishing his own image. 

On this day, he’s talking about his 
passion for local foods that end up cen-
ter-plate at Tarbell’s and other notable 
Valley restaurants. These quality ingre-
dients are grown and produced in all 
corners of the state – and, happily for 
North Central residents, are available 
in local farmer’s markets, including 
Tarbell’s favorite, Uptown Farmer’s 
Market at Central Avenue and Bethany 
Home Road. 

The proliferating markets are part 
of Arizona’s blossoming food scene, a 
process that has taken the state to a 
position of prominence in the country’s 
culinary pantheon.  

“It’s growing and changing and 
getting better all the time,” Tarbell 
said, and while he wouldn’t make that 
claim for himself, the renowned chef is 

one reason that is so. 
His passion for fresh, local produce 

comes from his roots in New England, 
Tarbell said. “I remember the beauty of 
strawberries and wild raspberries and 
blueberries in Maine, and native Maine 
shrimp. As kids we’d steal tomatoes out of 
Mom’s garden and eat them like apples, 
with the juice running down our arms. 
We had apple trees that grew wild around 
us – all of that was how it started.”  

It continued with his training in 
France, including École de Cuisine La 
Varenne and Steven Spurrier’s 
Academie du Vin.  

“I am a taste and flavor person,” 
Tarbell said. “I’ve always been that way, 
even before I became a chef.” He looks 
at a bottle of water on the table before 
him. “Right now, I’m analyzing the 
taste of this water, the texture, flavor 
balance, minerality.”  

It’s about economics as well, he said. 
“To me, if it was grown here, by a 
farmer – organic or not but who had 
some good practices – it was going to be 
fresh and taste better. And it keeps the 
money in the community. As a small 
business that had value to me, and that’s 
why I started 30 years ago, trying to 
find people who were growing.  

“This is a very agricultural valley,” 
Tarbell said. But that produce didn’t 
always end up on local tables. “Years 
ago, organic lettuces grown here were 
sent to California’s wholesale markets. I 
remember RoxSand and I saying, ‘Can’t 
we just take a little for here?’ and them 

please see MARKET on page 38

Half a meatloaf  
sandwich and a 

cup of stew or posole  
only  

$500  
with this coupon!

We are open 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

Monday - Saturday

5341 N. 7th Ave. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85013 

602-607-5036 • hatchitphx.com

For big love, adopt a big dog.

See adoptable dogs at AZHUMANE.ORG/ADOPT

$0 ADOPTION FEES ON DOGS 
0VER 50 POUNDS

Baseball and  
Softball Glove  

Repair, Relacing,  
and Restoration

480-518-0013 • TheGloveLab.com
@AZGloveLab @TheGloveLab
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saying, ‘No, we don’t want to do retail 
or sell to restaurants.’ Eventually we 
won, and the Duncan family was 
important in that effort.” (Duncan 
Family Farms, originally in Goodyear, 
now grows a wide variety of certified-
organic produce in Maricopa, Oregon 
and Upstate New York.) 

RoxSand Scocos McCreary is the 
former chef of RoxSand in Biltmore 
Fashion Park, one of a long list of 
Arizona culinary lights – many of them 
James Beard Award winners – Tarbell 
credits as early adopters who helped ele-
vate the state’s cuisine while promoting 
locally grown and produced foodstuffs.  

“They were leading the way when I 
came to Camelback,” he said. “They 
were out there trying to make things 
happen.”  

The list includes Robert McGrath 
(Market Street Kitchen), Christopher 
Gross (Christopher’s), Vincent 
Guerithault (Vincent’s), and Eddie 
Matney (Eddie’s House) and Charleen 
Badman (FnB). 

“Chris Bianco (Pizzeria Bianco) has 
always been passionate about this,” 
Tarbell said. “He and Bob McClendon 
(an organic farmer with fields in Peoria 
and Goodyear) have a great relationship.” 

Bianco also has supported expansion 
of Arizona-grown flour varieties, working 
with producers like the Zimmerman 
family and their Hayden Mills.  

Demand spiked for high-quality, 
locally grown ingredients, leading to 
the proliferation of small producers and 
farmers and an abundance that chefs 
only dreamed of in the ’90s.  

“Now there are lots of small and 
medium-size growers in established 
businesses all over the state and here in 
the Valley – people doing mushrooms 
and all kinds of crazy fun stuff, like 
lambs, and very specially produced cat-
tle like Moon River,” Tarbell said  

Noble Bread’s Jason Raducha is an 
example. Raducha started the bakery in 
his North Phoenix home in 2012. “I 
remember he would ask me, ‘Can you 
buy my stuff? I’m making it in my 
garage,’” Tarbell said. “It was cool stuff!”  

Chefs weren’t the only ones to ben-
efit. Much of this bounty is on farmer’s 
market tables, even in the summer 
months when markets like Uptown 
head indoors. McClendon’s produce, 
Noble breads and Moon River beef and 
eggs all are available there.  

“I think it’s a natural evolution,” 

Tarbell said. “A lot of the farmer’s mar-
kets were more for show and less for go 
at the beginning, Today, there’s more 
interest in it, and people are figuring 
out how to be better at it and more effi-
cient. It’s going really well. The 
Uptown market is probably the best 
one that I’m aware of. There’s a really 
great one at Roadrunner Park too.”  

Being a parent means Tarbell 
spends most Saturday mornings chauf-
feuring his kids to games and other 
events – and he’s fine with that because 
his team, led by chef Adrian de Leon, 
takes on the shopping.  

“We’re looking for anything we can 
feature, any vegetable or produce, 
because to me, all of those things 
deserve to be on the center of the plate 
and highlighted,” he said.  

“I’ve always been interested in veg-
etables. They take on a whole different 
feel if you caramelize them or sauté 
them or put them in a wood oven or an 
air-dryer. They’re so diverse. 

“Right from the beginning I’ve 
always as a chef and a restaurateur been 
interested in getting the best of the world 
to Arizona, to us here in Tarbell’s.”  

Some of his favorite local products 
are McClendon’s greenhouse tomatoes, 
poultry and eggs from Two Wash 
Ranch in New River, mushrooms from 
Hypha Farms and goat cheese from 
Crow’s Dairy in Buckeye, all of which 
are available at the Uptown Farmer’s 
Market.  

Ranch owner Dave Jordan “is the 
best guy for chicken on the planet,” 
Tarbell said.  

Wendell Crow’s goat cheeses appear 
on more than 100 restaurant menus 
throughout the Valley. “I’m a cheese 
snob,” Tarbell said. “When I lived in 
France I was obsessed with it. In my 
view, the Loire Valley – especially the 
eastern end of it – has probably the best 
goat cheese in the world, and I 
thought, Arizona cheese? Not going to 
work. Then I tasted it and thought, oh 
my gosh, he nails it.” 

As a member of the board of C-Cap 
Arizona, a division of the national 
Careers through Culinary Arts pro-
gram, Tarbell supports and promotes 
another local “crop” – young people 
entering the culinary industry. The pro-
gram is in more than 60 Arizona high 
schools, teaching culinary skills along 
with teamwork, math and life skills.  

“I have a lifelong passion for learn-
ing and helping and mentoring and 
teaching,” Tarbell said. “I’ve lived my 
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Who We Are
We are a more-than-175-member-strong group of actively 

selling agents who have a vested interest in the community, 
the real estate market and North Central Phoenix. This tour is 
a cooperative effort among the active REALTORS of the Central 
Corridor. The tour has been in existence for more than 35 years 

and is an all-volunteer organization. 

Location & Meeting
Our meetings are held on the first and third Friday of each month 

beginning at 9:00 am. Our meeting spot is at The Casa patio,  
7878 N. 16th St., Phoenix, AZ 85020. Following the meeting, 

we tour up to 10 homes new to the market. We require those 
REALTORS who have a property on the tour to attend the meeting 

and then participate in a tour of all houses on that day’s tour.  
Each agent provides constructive feedback on price, condition, 

and key features of the home. The goal is to network with 
fellow REALTORS who also specialize in North Central Phoenix 

neighborhoods and help sell the property.

Tour Boundaries
Tour boundaries are Campbell Avenue to the south, 40th Street 
to the east, 19th Avenue to the west, with the northern border 
running south of the North Phoenix Mountain Preserve (roughly 
Peoria) and just north of Lincoln from 16th Street east to 40th St. 

The Phoenix Country Club area also is included.

Join Us!
We love working with new members. Join our team and receive 
news and information about new homes on the market in the 

North Central Region of Phoenix.

For more information or to become a member, 

visit our website at  

https://northcentraltour.com/



 North Central News July 2024 – Page 39www.northcentralnews.net

 FOOD FOR THOUGHT

life in two modes: being very curious and 
a lifelong learner and also wanting to 
mentor, help and share and give back.”  

These days, in addition to his 
numerous other businesses – Tarbell’s 
Restaurant, T’s Tavern & Wine Bar, 
The Wine Store, T’s Catering ‘n Special 
Events, NG Hospitality, Cultivate 
Wine Bar, and at Phoenix Sky Harbor 
Airport, The Tavern in Terminal 3 and 
T’s Express in Terminal 4 – Tarbell is 
planning to open The Vault Speakeasy 
later this year. And he’s focusing on a 
new project, Tarbell’s Cha Cha 
Mouche, a subscription wine club.  

“I couldn’t do it without a fantastic 
team,” he said. “I have the greatest 
team ever.” 

“I always wanted to make wine in 
California and France,” he said. Today, 
he leases organic vineyards in both 
areas and makes wine in facilities rent-
ed from established wineries, a tradi-
tional path for start-ups.  

“I’m doing Char/Cap/Pinot 
(Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Pinot Noir) in a very Euro, naturally 
produced, French-style. What I’m really 
excited about is Carignan, Pic Poul, Petit 
Verdot. Pic Poul is usually used in blend-
ing, but I make a sparkling Pic Poul in 
true Champagne style. The Carignan is 
from vines planted in the 1890s.” 

Cha Cha Mouche launched in 14 
states in January, sending wine direct to 
subscribers’ homes. “It’s been a five-
year project,” Tarbell said. “It’s a lot of 
fun, like a dance party in a bottle.”  

Tarbell’s, at 3213 E. Camelback 
Road, is open from 5 to 10 p.m., daily. 
For more information, call 602-955-
8100, or visit www.tarbells.com.  

The Uptown Farmer’s Market, 5757 
N. Central Ave., is open during summer 
from 7 to 11 a.m., Saturday. For infor-
mation, call or text 602-859-5648, or 
visit www.uptownmarketaz.com. 
 

Dining Briefs 
Phoenix selects  
official cocktail 

Phoenix celebrated its inaugural 
602 Day in grand fashion June 2 by 
crowning Nicole Long of Santo Arcadia 
as the winner of the Spirit of Phoenix 
Cocktail Competition. 

“We recognize how imperative it is 
to honor our storied culinary and cock-
tail footprint,” said Ron Price, president 
and CEO of Visit Phoenix. “The city 
cocktail transcends mere mixology; it 
captures the vibrant energy of our com-

munity and the unparalleled creativity 
and commitment to innovation that 
define our city’s exceptional food and 
beverage scene – a celebration of the fla-
vors and stories that make Phoenix a 
true gastronomic destination.” 

The first-of-its-kind competition 
brought together mixologists from across 
the city to showcase their imagination 

and passion for mixology. Dozens of 
recipes were sent in during the submis-
sion period; from there the field was 
shaped down to 20 by a panel of judges, 
then down to four for Phoenix residents 
to vote on in round one, then to the final 
two for round two of voting – all culmi-
nating in the announcement of the win-
ner on 602 Day.  

Long’s winning creation, aptly 
named The Phoenix, embodies the 
essence of the city and pays homage to 
Phoenix’s rich agricultural heritage. It 
features a blend of locally sourced 
ingredients, including homemade 
chiltepin mesquite honey syrup, prick-
ly pear fruit, and lemons freshly picked 
from her own garden, all infused with 
Milagro tequila. Participants who 
rounded out the final four were 
William Johnson, Huss Brewing 
Company; Arlene Maganda, Merc Bar 
& Highball; and Spencer Pendergrass, 
Arizona Wilderness Brewing Company. 
 The Phoenix will hit menus at 
restaurants and bars throughout 
Greater Phoenix. Learn more at 
www.phxcocktail.com.  
 
Firecreek  
opens Roastery 

The Roastery at 1618 E. McDowell 
Road is now open. The new spot is just 
minutes away from the first coffee con-
cept by founder and coffee connoisseur 
Mike Funk, of Firecreek Coffee 
Company, which opened in the mid-
1990s and supplies wholesale coffee to 

Santo Arcadia’s Nicole Long was joined by Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego on 602 Day to cel-
ebrate winning the Spirit of Phoenix Cocktail Competition (photo courtesy of Visit Phoenix).

please see ROASTERY on page 40
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located at 128 E. Roosevelt St., as 
Industry Standard this fall. 

“I went to ASU; Mike and Jordan 
are both born and raised in the Valley,” 
said Bodow. “This is a dream coming 
true in real time for all three of us.” 

The Industry Standard co-
founders, who are not only locals but 
enthusiasts of the neighborhood drink-
ing and dining scene, say that they will 
offer an “elevated yet approachable 
menu that features seasonally focused 
dishes highlighting great diversity.” 

“It’s an honor to take over this 
space, which holds so many memories 
for the residents of the neighborhood,” 
said Hudgens. “We intend to preserve 
the essence and legacy of Carly’s while 
introducing a menu featuring eclectic 
versions of classic dishes and local 
favorites with a twist.” 

The team says that diners can 
expect to find hints of cuisines from 
around the globe prepared and present-
ed in a relatable way along with a 
vibrant beverage menu. Cocktail 
recipes will be developed by Keifer 
Gilbert, who has created cocktail 
menus for the likes of UnderTow and 
Bitter & Twisted Cocktail Parlour. 
Guests can expect Cheathem’s expertise 
to be showcased throughout the wine 
list and craft beer selections. 

“We’re constantly eating out, we 
love the food and cocktail scene in our 
city, and we love being part of it,” said 
Hudgens. “Industry Standard is for the 
neighborhood diners, and we can’t wait 
to showcase the very best of what the 
‘industry standard’ should be — 

 FOOD FOR THOUGHT

through exceptional food, beverage 
and, most of all, customer service.” 

Industry Standard will remain open 
late to serve as the after-work venue for 
local hospitality professionals. Plans for 
events and industry-centered specials 
are already in the works. For more 
information, visit www.industrystan-
dardaz.com. 
 
Wrigley announces  
new sommelier 

In late May, Wrigley Mansion 
announced the appointment of Jodi 
Bronchtein as its new wine director. 
She will lead an all-female wine team, 
setting a new standard for inclusivity 
and diversity within the wine industry 
while delivering extraordinary wine 
experiences at Arizona's most presti-
gious destination. 

The team at the landmark destina-
tion says that Bronchtein brings a 
wealth of exper-
tise and passion 
to her role, culti-
vated over a 
decade in the 
wine industry 
and complement-
ed by a deep-
rooted commit-
ment to hospital-
ity. Her journey began in 2011 at Sean 
Brock’s McCrady’s in Charleston, SC, 
where she discovered the profound 
connection between wine and gastron-
omy. As wine director at Wrigley, 
Bronchtein will draw upon her exten-
sive wine mastery and innate under-

standing of hospitality. She will oversee 
the property’s illustrious award-win-
ning wine cellar, the largest in Arizona. 

“I am thrilled to embark on this 
journey with the esteemed team at 
Wrigley Mansion,” said Bronchtein. 
“Together, we will provide elevated and 
focused hospitality for guests while cre-
ating dynamic and fun pairings that 
feature the amazing wine and food at 
Geordie’s, Jamie’s Wine Bar, and 
Christopher’s at Wrigley Mansion.” 

Wrigley Mansion is located at 2501 
E. Telawa Trail, Phoenix. For addition-
al information, call 602-955-4079 or 
visit www.wrigleymansion.com. 
 
Full Speed  
now open 

A new concept developed by Little 
Miss BBQ founders Scott and Bekke 
Holmes, is now open at 513 E. 
Roosevelt St. Full Speed Chicken and 
Ribs focuses on Southern and Nashville 
hot fried chicken and biscuits as well as 
pecan-smoked pork ribs and pulled 
pork, and the concept is already set for 
expansion in 2025. 

The seed for Full Speed Chicken 
and Ribs was planted at the height of 
COVID, during which time the 
Holmeses purchased a fryer and began 
testing recipes at home, focusing pri-
marily on Nashville hot chicken, 
smoked ribs and pulled pork and 
house-made buttermilk biscuits. With 
a purposefully small menu, the compa-
ny says that the focus is on exceptional 
quality and a superior guest experience. 

The menu begins with fried chick-
en offerings from tenders to leg, fried 
to a golden perfection and served with 
guests’ choice of Southern, medium or 
“hottie hot hot” flavors. Pork ribs are 
available by the half or full rack; diners 
can even order a single rib. Sides 
include crunchy crinkle-cut fries, crispy 
coleslaw, thick and rich BBQ pork and 
beans and creamy mac and cheese. 

Sandwiches include pulled pork 
and chicken options as well as The 
Roosevelt Chicken Biscuit featuring a 
fried chicken breast, comeback sauce 
and pickles piled high on a house-made 
buttermilk biscuit. Other items include 
Pimento Cheese and Crackers, the 
Southwest Salad, “This & That Fries,” 
loaded with pulled pork or fried chick-
en, and the Strawberry Shortcake 
Biscuit for dessert.  

For more information, visit 
www.eatfullspeed.com.

grocery stores, cafes and other business-
es throughout the state. The Phoenix 
Roastery serves as an additional facility 
to complement the Roastery in 
Flagstaff as well as a café and training 
center. 

“We are excited to be open and 
ready to help support the coffee indus-
try in Phoenix,” said Funk. “The 
Roastery is a state-of-the-art facility 
that was built to help develop and grow 
the local wholesale coffee industry. We 
are now roasting for customers and 
have the equipment and experience to 
offer first-class training based on my 
nearly 30 years of helping people get 
started in the coffee industry.”  

Funk adds that having two roaster-
ies will also allow the company to 
lessen its carbon footprint. In addition 
to roasting and serving local coffee, 
Funk believes strongly in the local food 
movement. The Phoenix Roastery is 
accredited by the Specialty Coffee 
Association and boasts a training facili-
ty to educate baristas. Menu items are 
currently being added to the café por-
tion of The Roastery. 

In the mid-1990s, Funk moved to 
Phoenix to open Café Tech at 5th 
Street and McDowell Road, and in the 
early 2000s, he was at the forefront of 
third wave coffee, a superior, high-
quality coffee that is scored like grapes 
in the wine industry.  

In 2008, Funk started Firecreek 
Coffee Company with his flagship café 
in the heart of downtown Flagstaff. He 
then began supplying AJ’s Fine Foods 
and Whole Foods with his specialty 
coffee, which is currently available for 
consumer purchase. Currently, he owns 
and operates four Firecreek Coffee 
Company locations around the state 
including a coffee café that opened in 
the Arcadia neighborhood in 2021.  

For more, visit www.firecreek     
coffee.com. 
 
Industry Standard to  
open in Carly’s space 

After 19 years in business, the 
beloved Carly’s Bistro on Roosevelt 
Row closed its doors on May 3. The 
owners, Carla and John Logan, have 
passed the torch to three local hospital-
ity industry veterans — Mike 
Cheathem of Scapegoat Beer & Wine, 
DashTrack founder Jordan Hudgens 
and restaurateur Michael Bodow. 
Together, they will reopen the space, 

ROASTERY continued from page 39

Industry Standard co-founders (from left) Michael Bodow, Mike Cheathem and Jordan 
Hudgens will bring a new concept to the former site of Carly’s Bistro on Roosevelt Row, 
which closed in May (photo courtesy of Mike Cheathem).

Jodi Bronchtein
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A. J. Birdwell 
Plumbing 

602-274-4121
Water • Sewers • Water Heaters 

 Repairs are our Specialty!! 

NO TRAVEL CHARGES • FREE ESTIMATES
ROC # 0457777 • Licensed • Bonded

Unique painting process with customer's 
convenience in mind

Expert craftsman in fi ne fi nishes
Sherwin WIlliams highest quality paints

Enclosed spray booth on jobsite

Call or text 
602-550-0911 602-550-0911 

for a quote.
No $ down until job 

is completed!
Locally owned by Al McClain ROC#333191And ... Window Shutters

www.azcabinetpaintingllc.com

Not a licensed contractor

IF YOU HAVE EXTRA 
ROOM FOR LOVE, 
CALL US

SEEKING FOSTER HOMES FOR INCREDIBLE PETS.
www.azhumane.org/foster

602.690.3111
OFFICE@CLWPLUMBING.COM

1943 W. NORTH LANE, SUITE 8 | PHOENIX, AZ 85021
WWW.CLWPLUMBING.COM | ROC265095 K-77

Complete Plumbing and 
Drain Cleaning Repair

602-663-8432
If water runs through it, we do it!

Read our Yelp reviews!
ROC # 299666

xtra Mile
CompaCompany

Painting
Mention this ad 

and receive

20% OFF
all interior and 
exterior work

“Going the extra mile in 
service, craftmanship 
and cleanliness.”

We also do 
kitchen cabinets! 

FREE written 
estimates in 24 

hours!
Call us today at 

602.521.2662
www.extramilepaintingaz.com

Our painters 
paint with pride! 

SPRINKLER/LANDSCAPE 
INSTALLATION-REPAIRS 

DESIGN/BUILD • LIGHTING 
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

602-292-5657 

Doug Fleming, Owner                         ROC # 098462

CLASSES!CLASSES!
CONSULTING & DESIGNCONSULTING & DESIGN

GROW ROOM SET UPGROW ROOM SET UP
PLANT MAINTENANCEPLANT MAINTENANCE

SEED TO HARVESTSEED TO HARVEST

GROWN AT HOME!GROWN AT HOME!
PROUD OWNER OF:PROUD OWNER OF:

drgreenthumbinaz@gmail.com

GROW WEED 
LEGALLY
CALL NOW!

(602)4484088
OVER 25 YEARS OF 

EXPERIENCE!

GREEN-THUMB-GARDENSGREEN-THUMB-GARDENS
L E A R N TO G R OW F R O M A P R O!L E A R N  TO G R OW F R O M  A  P R O !

Call 602-579-3349 for your appointment!

1/2 OFF
Haircuts  

and color!

2031 W. Glendale Ave.
We want you to love your
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Put your ad here! 
Call 

North Central News  
at 

602-277-2742 
to find out how!

For all your  
printing needs 
480-967-2180

Tim Moses/Nick Day
Owners/Moving Specialists

623-349-1035

Same day small load 
moves are our specialty!

We move furniture & appliances!

Quick Trip Movers

$

Is your house ready for a makeover?
Building your dream house?

We can help!

602.508.0800
www.liwindow.com

• Replacement  windows
• New Construction windows
• Multi-Slide – Bi-folding doors                             
• Entry, French and Patio doors
• Barn doors & Hardware
• Interior Doors and Trim
• Window coverings and shutters

Stop by our new showroom: 4454 E. Thomas Road
ROC #179513

WINDOWS/DOORS

MEDINA’S
L A N D S C A P I N G

Luis
602.486.5574

CALL NOW!
FREE ESTIMATE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS • IRRIGATION INSTALL & REPAIR
SOD INSTALLATION • LANDSCAPE LIGHTING • PAVERS

TREE REMOVAL • TRIMMING & PRUNING • TREE PLANTING

Please call or text Please call or text 
for a free estimate.for a free estimate.

We are here for all your We are here for all your 
landscaping needs!landscaping needs!

…has residential (private pay) openings  
for men with developmental and  

intellectual disabilities 
…has openings for care-givers (must have  
proof of vaccination against CoVID-19). 

Call 602-943-4789 for further info.

Ryan’s Removal 
Oleander, Tree and Stump Removal 
Dirt • Concrete • Hauling • Delivery 

Lot Clearing • Pool Removal 
Insured - Bonded 

Call for free esitmate 

602-451-6120 
ryansremoval@gmail.com 

oleanderremoval.com 

Quandt  
Landscaping 
Landscaping Installations & Makeovers

Sprinklers • Brickwork • Patios • Pavers 
Gravel • Sod • Shrubs • Trees 

Outdoor Lighting 

Call for free estimates 

602-481-8571

LEATHER FURNITURE CARE 
Your Leather Looking Shabby? 

Cat, Dog Scratches, Dry, Fading? 
 

“IT CAN LOOK NEW AGAIN” 
We carry raw local honey! 

602-248-7862 
UDDER FINERY LEATHER CARE 

ESTABLISHED 1970

Remodeling and Repair Contractor 
Concrete • Patios • Windows • Painting • Drywall 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC #201515 

(480) 217-9663  
or WesselandBaker@gmail.com

Need a Plumber? 
Call Sandy Holland Plumbing!

All Types Plumbing and Gas 
Whole Home Filters starting at $795 complete 

 Water Heaters installed starting at $1,195 complete  
Work Guaranteed • References on Request 

35 Years Experience • Insured • No Job Too Small! 

602-510-9600 
Free Estimates 

Not a licensed contractor 
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Imagine your home, totally organized!
Custom Closets | Garage Cabinets | Home Offices | Laundries | Wall Units | Pantries | Wall Beds | Hobby Rooms and more...    

   

40% Off
Plus Free 

Installation

1 %PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA

 MONTH
SPECIAL FINANCING

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for 
details. Not available in all areas.

Call for a free in home design consultation 

closetsbydesign.com
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ROC 057434 
ROC 072088 

Licensed 
Bonded • Insured

Serving the Valley  
since 1978     602-944-3658 

www.kirkdevco.com 
Turning Dreams into Reality Since 1978

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Master Suites • Additions • Gut Renovations

Austin says “Imagine what we could do with YOUR kitchen this summer!

CUSTOM REMODELING DESIGN/BUILD 

Call for a free estimate

AfterBefore

PARTNERSHIP POWERED WITH 
NOAH KOVNER, CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE, LLC
BRANCH NMLS 2060100 | NOAHKOVNER.COM

Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. 
Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. All borrowers must meet minimum 
credit score, loan-to-value, debt-to-income, and other requirements to 
qualify for any mortgage program. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC NMLS3029  
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).

602.595.4200 • HALPERNRESIDENTIAL.COM • @HALPERNRESIDENTIAL602.595.4200 • HALPERNRESIDENTIAL.COM • @HALPERNRESIDENTIAL


