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Adaptive Tutti Choir  
welcomes all abilities 

Adjacent to the busy corner of 7th and Montecito 
avenues in Phoenix’s Melrose District, a steady stream 
of customers drift in and out of an equally bustling 
business. Walk through the doors of the business – 
housed in a 1950s brick building with exposed rafter 
ceilings, where jazz plays over the loud speaker and 
the hum of a vintage refrigerator offering cold bever-

ages adds to the background noise of busy 
phones and friendly employees – and 
you’ll be greeted by colorful product dis-
plays, whimsical gift items and more. 
Welcome to Melrose Pharmacy. 

“We just loved the neighborhood 
and wanted to be a part of it,” said Teresa 
Dickinson, owner of Melrose Pharmacy, 
which opened in the building in a small-
er suite in November 2005. Now, 20 years 
later, Dickinson, who owns the building 
that also is home to Restaurant Progress 
and Thunderbird Lounge, has moved into 
a larger suite but is still dispensing pre-
scriptions and Melrose community spirit. 

“We were one of the first four busi-

In Italian, “tutti” means all or together. In musi-
cal terms, the meaning broadens: with all voices and 
instruments together – and that is the idea behind the 
Phoenix Children’s Chorus’ Tutti Choir, an inclusive 
and adaptive program designed to welcome children 
of all abilities.  

Founded in 1984, Phoenix Children’s Chorus 
(PCC) is open to children in kindergarten through 
12th grade. Poco Voce offers music exploration class, 
and performing ensembles begin with those in second 
grade. Rehearsals are held on Tuesdays in downtown 
Phoenix. Flash forward 40 years and Tutti Choir 
enters the scene. The group rehearses on Wednesdays 
at Madison No. 1 Middle School.  

“It is open to children with and without disabili-
ties,” said choir director Anne Coryell, “So we actu-
ally have a good mix of students who participate in 
the downtown program that come and sing with us 
on Wednesdays, and all of the performance groups 
come together for winter and spring concerts.” 

Tutti provides a supportive and nurturing envi-
ronment where singers – regardless of physical, intel-
lectual or developmental disabilities – can explore 
their musical talents and the joy of choral singing. 

“We have no limits on who can join us,” Coryell 
said. “We have a chorister who is hard of hearing and 

please see CHOIR on page 8

Through good 
times and bad, 
Teresa 
Dickinson’s 
Melrose 
Pharmacy has 
served neigh-
bors in the 
Melrose District 
for 20 years by 
placing empha-
sis on communi-
ty and customer 
service (photo 
by Kathryn M. 
Miller).

in this issue
Rezoning case goes to city council | page 4 
 
Ignite hope in candlelight walk | page 10 
 
Boutique offers curated experience | page 20 
 
Connecting students with the arts | page 26 
 
Baker brings on the buttercream | page 42

By Kathryn M. Miller

By Kathryn M. Miller

nesses that really started the revitalization of Melrose,” 
Dickinson recalled. “Copper Star Coffee and Wag N’ 
Wash, us and Figs all opened in the same year.” 

Some of those businesses have morphed into oth-
ers over the years, much like Dickinson’s building 
itself, which over the years housed a jeweler, a meat 
market, a Henny Penny and others. But the eclecti-
cally retro and independent spirit that is the general 
Melrose vibe has remained. 

At Melrose Pharmacy, neighbors can fill regular 
prescriptions (they work with most insurance compa-
nies) get compounded medications and find support 

please see PHARMACY on page 6
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THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE A HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS.NorthCentral

219 E Oregon Ave | Phoenix, 85012
In Coveted Windsor Square Historic District

$1,425,000

10424 N 7th Place #2 | Phoenix, 85020
Resort-Style Townhome in Pointe Tapatio

5315 N 18th Street 9 | Phoenix, 85016
Charming Biltmore Area Condo

$324,000

$315,000

7252 N Central Ave | Phoenix, 85020
Rare Phoenix Gem Built in 1900

$1,650,000

1802 E Meadowbrook Ave | Phoenix, 85016
Huge Corner Lot in Charming Midtown

$650,000

136 W Granada Rd | Phoenix, 85003
Adobe Brick Home in Willo Historic District

$769,000

5555 E Turquoise Ave | Paradise Valley, 85253
On Quiet Street in Gated Singletree Ranch

$2,375,000

5038 E Earll Dr | Phoenix, 85018
Arcadia Osborn Gem in Prime Location

$1,100,000

12770 N 145th Way | Scottsdale, 85259
In Exclusive Gated Hidden Hills Subdivision

$1,650,000

5225 N. CENTRAL AVE |  PHOENIX, AZ 85012 | 602.903.7220 | THECANIGLIAGROUP.COM

DANA ZAZUETA / ERIK JENSEN / CHRISTIAN LOPEZ / STEVE CANIGLIA / SAMANTHA CHILES WE‘LL HELP YOU START YOUR NEXT CHAPTER THIS SEASON.
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Hello, North Central neighbors!  
It is incredible to me that 2025 is 

coming to a close – what a topsy-turvy 
year it has been! Next year likely holds 
plenty of challenges, but right now I 
want to pause for 
a moment of 
gratitude. 

We are, of 
course, grateful 
to you, our read-
ers, and our 
advertisers, who 
sustain us. But on 
my mind right now are the communi-
ties that stepped up in November to 
make sure that those in need had food 
on the table.  

The city of Phoenix launched a new 
food resource/donation webpage 
amidst the 43-day federal government 
shutdown – specifically to offset the 
impacts of the SNAP program suspen-
sion (see Community). It is gratifying 

From the Editor to see city leadership step up to assist 
residents, but it was the individuals 
who gave me hope for the future. Local 
businesses made donations and held 
food drives; neighbors created little 
food libraries and front-yard food 
pantries – communities came together 
to help one another. 

Sadly, food insecurity did not end 
when SNAP benefits resumed. As we 
wrote in October, one in five kids in 
Arizona doesn’t know where their next 
meal is coming from; one in seven fam-
ilies is classified as food insecure. Those 
numbers have seen a steady increase in 
recent years. During this time of giv-
ing, if you have extra, I encourage you 
to consider a monetary donation to 
your local food bank – St. Mary’s is a 
good place to start. 

In the meantime, we hope you 
enjoy our December issue, and until 
next year, all my best, 

Kathryn M. Miller 
Editor, North Central News 

kathryn@northcentralnews.net
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Control
NED4500VQ
CLOSEOUT$399$399

EACHEACH

MESA SHOWROOM | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 
AHWATUKEE | 4601 E. Ray Rd. | Phoenix | 480-777-7103 

NEW ARROWHEAD RANCH | 7760 W. Bell Road | 623-487-7700 
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Controlled 
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NO MATTER WHERE YOU SEE IT, READ IT, OR HEAR IT, SPENCERS ALWAYS HAS A LOWER PRICE EVERYDAY. IT’S LIKE HAVING A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS!NO MATTER WHERE YOU SEE IT, READ IT, OR HEAR IT, SPENCERS ALWAYS HAS A LOWER PRICE EVERYDAY. IT’S LIKE HAVING A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS!
There Are a Lot of Places to Shop but SPENCERS IS THE ONLY PLACE TO BUY!There Are a Lot of Places to Shop but SPENCERS IS THE ONLY PLACE TO BUY!

$599$599OnlyOnly

85”85”

IT’S IT’S 
OKAY OKAY 

TO SAYTO SAY SALESALE
AT SPENCERSAT SPENCERS

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

 LARGEST LUXURY  LARGEST LUXURY 
APPLIANCE DEALER APPLIANCE DEALER 

IN ARIZONAIN ARIZONA

2102 E. Camelback Rd. • 602-457-4770

WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION
OF LUXURY BRANDS
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Protecting Our Community Is Worth A Shot!
Get Protected at Melrose Pharmacy today!

• Vaccines 
• Influenza 
• COVID-19 
• Shingles

• Vitamins & Supplements 
• Compounding 
• Medication Packaging 
• & Much More

602-277-4714 | 706 W. Montecito Ave. Phoenix, AZ 85013 | M-F: 9-6 | Sat: 10-2

Montebello rezoning  
moves on to council 
By Kathryn M. Miller  

The city of Phoenix cleared another 
hurdle in its quest to redevelop the 
city-owned park and ride properties 
along 19th Avenue. Currently under 
consideration: redeveloping the 19th 
Avenue/Montebello Park-and-Ride to 
allow for mixed-use commercial/resi-
dential on the 12-acre site.  

Located at 1825 W. Montebello 
Avenue, the site’s current zoning per-
mits a maximum of 182 residential 
units at a height limit of 35 feet. The 
property, adjacent to the Montebello 
Avenue light rail stop, consists of 794 
parking spaces and a bus bay. The city 
is seeking zoning that would allow for 
buildings between 56 and 100 feet in 
height that is intended for mixed-use 
development. No future light rail park-
ing is currently being considered. 

The staff report for the case, Z-83-
25, states that no development plans 
are attached to the project; once the 
rezoning is approved, the city will 
release an RFP (request for proposal), 
which will outline their requirements 
for the redevelopment of the site. Once 
a successful candidate is selected and 
the preliminary site plan and elevations 
have been created, the plans will be pre-
sented to the Alhambra Village 
Planning Committee for review and 
comment prior to preliminary site plan 
approval. Once permits are issued, the 
sale of the property will take place. 

Stipulation No. 2 of the staff report 
states that “The maximum building 
height shall not exceed 56 feet, except 

that the maximum building height may 
be increased to 80 feet, if a minimum 
of 30% of the dwelling units are pro-
vided as Affordable Housing, as 
approved by the Planning and 
Development Department and 
Housing Department.” 

The Alhambra Village Planning 
Committee (VPC) heard the rezoning 
case, presented by Jeff Stapleton, City 
of Phoenix Community and Economic 
Development Department, at its Oct. 
28 meeting. During his presentation, 
Stapleton stated that the bus bay, locat-
ed at the north end of the property, will 
be retained; however, parking spaces 
would not be set aside for park and ride 
utilization. This is a deviation from the 
rezoning case for the 19th 
Avenue/Dunlap Park-and-Ride, where 
a small percentage of spaces will be set 
aside for future use. Stapleton also 
noted that the city anticipates that the 
property will consist of market-rate 
housing. 

Due to a lack of quorum at the 
October meeting, no recommendation 
was made by the VPC, and there were 
no residents or other stakeholders in 
attendance at the VPC meeting. When 
we reached out to neighbors, they told 
us that a major concern was affordabil-
ity, as well as the addition of more mul-
tifamily housing to an already densely 
populated area.  

One resident who lives in the adja-
cent neighborhood said, “It is well 
documented that this area has filled 
with multifamily rental units for 
decades, which has resulted in a high 
population density and high crime. 

Located at 1825 W. Montebello Avenue, the city is seeking to redevelop the 19th 
Avenue/Montebello Park-and-Ride to remove the parking amenity and allow for mixed-use 
commercial and residential on the 12-acre site (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

please see REZONING on page 6

mailto:editor@northcentralnews.net
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Veterans, 
First 

Responders 
and Teachers 

save 
an additional 

10%!

$100
SaveSave

Per Window

$300
Per Door

SaveSave

PROUD PARTNERS OF 

WEATHERSHIELD.COM

$100
Save

$300
Save

$100
Save

$300
Save

Showroom Hours: 
Mon-Thursday 8:30am – 5pm 
Friday 8:30 – 4pm 
Saturday 9am – pm 
Evenings by Appointment

$100
Save

$300
Save

LASTING IMPRESSIONS
4454 E Thomas Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85018
602-508-0800 |  www.liwindow.com

$100
Save

$300
Save
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for women’s hormone therapy, along 
with various vaccinations. They offer 
delivery and provide pill pack services – 
they even offer some pet prescriptions. 
And like drug stores of old, you can 
find a variety of over-the-counter med-
ications and health aids, goodies and 
small gifts to pick up on the fly. 

Keeping an independent pharmacy 
open for 20 years is no small feat. They 
have stayed strong through economic 
ups and downs but COVID took its 
toll on the business, and to some 
extent, the community. 

“People just seem more comfortable 
being at home, not really going out as 
much. I don’t feel that it is as commu-
nity-oriented as it used to be,” she said. 
But she kept the doors open and con-
tinues to serve the community, and 
recently opened a second location, Bell 
Road Pharmacy at 40th Avenue and 
Bell Road. 

“It’s a lot of hard work, vacations 
always have interruptions, but I never 
give up. It has been rewarding to put 
work into something and then see the 
results. And I love my patients.” 

Beyond her status as a local small 
business owner, Dickinson is a strong 
neighborhood advocate – she is known 
for her vocal opposition to the 7th 
Avenue reverse lanes that she feels hurt 
both the Melrose neighbors and busi-
nesses – and at the end of the day, she 
says, the health of communities 
depends on the residents themselves. 

“I feel like Melrose is a small town 
within a big city, but you’ve got to show 
your face to be a part of the communi-
ty. If you want to keep a good commu-
nity, you need to participate.” 

The business will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary on Friday, Dec. 6, during 
the district’s First Friday activities, and 
neighbors are invited to stop by and 
say hello. 

Melrose Pharmacy, located at 706 
W. Montecito Ave., is open Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For addi-
tional information, call 602-277-4714 
or visit www.melrosepharmacy.com. 

PHARMACY continued from page 1

REZONING continued from page 4

We have a police officer shortage 
where residents often wait hours for a 
response. Increasing the population 
density with multifamily housing 
high-rises will not help the 19th 
Avenue corridor long-term.” 

They added, “I would like to see 
single-family, owner-occupied housing 
on this property that allows homeown-
ers to have an aging parent move in. 
The housing should be affordable for 
people such as school staff, police offi-
cers, city, county and state employees 
who are forced to commute from the 
suburbs to downtown. We need hous-
ing in these neighborhoods that pro-
motes stability and strong social ties for 
everyone who lives here.” 

While the details of any redevelop-
ment will be hammered out in the 
future, the rezoning case continues to 
move forward. The Planning 
Commission voted unanimously and 
without comment to recommend 
approval at its Nov. 6 meeting. The case 

 COMMUNITY

is scheduled for vote by the Phoenix 
City Council at its Dec. 3 meeting. 

Read the staff report at 
www.phoenix.gov/administration/depa
rtments/pdd/planning-zoning.html – 
search for the case at the “Rezoning 
Case Staff Reports” link. 

Blanket the Southwest  
offers comfort, warmth 

Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
Pacific Southwest, Central & Inland 
California announced a heart-warming 
partnership with Sackcloth & Ashes for 
the Blanket the Southwest: Warm 
Hearts, Warm Homes campaign – a 
regional initiative to provide comfort, 
dignity and warmth to those in need 
during the 2025 holiday season. 

Through this partnership, BBB and 
Sackcloth & Ashes will donate 2,000 
blankets to local homeless shelters 
across the Southwest. The initiative is 
built on Sackcloth & Ashes’ one-for-
one model: for every blanket gifted to 
an employee, client or loved one, 
another blanket is donated to a local 
shelter, helping someone in need feel a 
little more at home. Founded in 2014 
by Bob Dalton, today, the company’s 
sustainable blankets – crafted from 
recycled materials – are distributed to 
shelters across the country through its 
giving campaigns.  

Now through Dec. 14, shoppers 
can also enjoy 25 percent off any 
Sackcloth & Ashes blanket by using the 
code BBB at checkout on www.sack-
clothandashes.com. Every purchase 
with the code contributes directly to 
the goal of warming hearts and homes 
across Arizona and California.
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Download My FREE Mobile App!

Bobby Lieb, PC
Associate Broker | Partner
C. 602.376.1341

COMPASS Real Estate
5225 N Central Ave., Suite 108
Phoenix, AZ 85012
centralphx.com | biltmoreazagent.com

MORE STUNNING
LISTINGS

LUXURY LIVING IN NORTH CENTRAL
Bobby Lieb, PC Associate Broker | Partner

KNOWLEDGEABLE | TRUSTWORTHY | RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

341 E MONTE VISTA RD, PHOENIX, AZ 85004 |  $5,700,000 ***
211 W KALER DR, PHOENIX, AZ 85021  |  $2,690,000**
6234 N 4TH DR, PHOENIX, AZ 85013  |  $1,350,000
228 W ROYAL PALM RD, PHOENIX, AZ 85021  |  $1,295,000
6801 N 1ST PL, PHOENIX, AZ 85012  |  $1,199,500

PENDING
202 E STATE AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85020  |  $1,575,000
7519 N 12TH AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85021  |  $1,250,000

RECENTLY SOLD
325 W SOLANO DR, PHOENIX, AZ 85013  |  $3,375,000 ($882/SF)
620 W MCLELLAN BLVD, PHOENIX, AZ 85013  |  $2,160,000
7734 N 3RD AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85021  |  $1,800,000*
7631 N 20TH ST, PHOENIX, AZ 85020  |  $1,500,000
345 W GARDENIA DR, PHOENIX, AZ 85021  |  $1,415,000
1321 W GARDENIA AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85021  |  $1,075,000
2016 E ORANGEWOOD AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85020  |  $1,050,000

* REPRESENTED BUYER
** CO-LISTED WITH JOELLE ADDANTE
*** CO-LISTED WITH FRANK AAZAMI

211 W KALER DR, PHOENIX, AZ 85021
$2,690,000

HISTORIC ESTATE REIMAGINED FOR MODERN LUXURY
MALIBU INSPIRED BACKYARD, SWIM-UP BAR,

WATERFALL, WHITE SAND LOUNGES, SPA FACILITES
341 E MONTE VISTA RD, PHOENIX, AZ 85004

6 BED  |  11 BATH  |  8,225 SQFT  |  30,022 SF LOT
3-CAR GARAGE  |  $5,700,000

228 W ROYAL PALM RD, PHOENIX, AZ 85021
$1,295,000
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CHOIR continued from page 1

uses ASL to communicate, so we incor-
porate sign signals. We have students on 
the autism spectrum in varying levels. 
We have one student that doesn’t speak, 
but she loves to sing and sings beautiful-
ly, and we are able to accommodate her 
needs. We have students with Down 
syndrome and varying levels of cognitive 
abilities, but we make it fun and engag-
ing for all of the students so that every-
one is engaged and excited to be there.” 

That inclusiveness is the driving 
force behind Tutti, and it is personal for 
Coryell, who has been a PCC parent for 
10 years. Her oldest son, now a senior in 
high school, has participated since third 
grade, “It has just been the best thing 
that he could have been involved in,” she 
said. Then, in 2017, the family adopted 
two little boys, “and one of my sons has 
Down syndrome and is hard of hearing,” 
she added. “As soon as our other son was 
old enough, we signed him up for Poco 
Voce, and we saw so much growth with 
him. But unfortunately, there wasn’t a 
place for our other son.” 

Coryell, a music educator since 

2002, brought the idea for an adaptive 
choir to Troy Meeker, the artistic and 
executive director for PCC, in 2020. It 
aligned with the organization’s goals 
and Coryell was the right person to 
spearhead the program, but COVID 
slowed down the implementation. 
Finally, in 2024 a grant was secured 

 COMMUNITY

WANT TO NOMINATE A NCPHX DOG FOR THE FEATURE OF THE MONTH? GIVE DAVE A CALL! 
YOUR NORTH CENTRAL PHOENIX REAL ESTATE EXPERT.

602.320.9995
www.northcentralphx.com

WHERE TAILS WAG AND HEARTS FEEL AT HOME, 
LET’S MAKE YOUR NEXT MOVE PAW-SOME!

WILBUR
Owners: Greg and Rachel Hoganson

Age: 5 years old

Breed: Irish Setter mix

Cannot Live Without: Ball and a bandana.

Most Adventurous Event: Roadtrip to Wisconsin.

Favorite Activity: Will drop everything to have 
his ears brushed.

Fun facts: He is irresistible to other dogs!

Biggest fear: Strangers in his house and loud beeps!

North Central Pet of the Month

through Chorus America to fund the 
program for two years. 

“So, we were able to just dive right 
in and offer this space that would be 
accessible for everybody and anybody 
that just enjoys singing, making music 
and community,” Coryell said. 

“I see so much benefit both as the 

teacher, the director and as a mom,” 
she said. “Outside of just the music 
education, those connections and the 
deep meaningful relationships that are 
being built have been fantastic. And 
those who join us from the downtown 
program are mentors and I see how it 
has impacted them and how they have 
grown as thoughtful, caring, empathet-
ic human beings. 

She added, “And musically, they are 
learning how to sing with proper tech-
nique and in an ensemble. They are 
learning music theory and they are get-
ting access to different cultures.” 

Those techniques will be on display 
at the PCC winter concert, “Comfort 
& Joy,” which is scheduled for Dec. 6 
and 7. The concert brings all of the 
performance groups together to present 
selections of classic winter, Christmas 
and Hanukkah songs. Then, on Jan. 
14, Tutti will return from a winter 
break and the class will begin rehearsals 
for a spring concert. 

While the sessions have set dates 
that generally mirror the school year, 
Coryell welcomes students to join Tutti 
at any time.  

“Getting your children involved in 
the arts is so important,” she said. 
“Phoenix Children’s Chorus has been the 
best thing – it has provided for my chil-
dren so many opportunities that they 
would not have received otherwise. I had 
a parent who said, ‘I don’t know if this is 
going to work for my kid.’ But I said, 
‘Let’s just give it a try,’ and they have 
been so successful. So, to other parents, I 
say, just try it – you will be amazed at 
how it can change your child’s world.” 

Purchase concert tickets and learn 
more about Tutti at www.phoenixchil-
drenschorus.org. 
 

Swing for a cause 
at golf event 

The Arizona Cancer Foundation 
for Children will host its Third Annual 
ACFC Golf Classic, Monday, Dec. 8, 
10 a.m. at Arizona Biltmore Golf Club. 
This event raises money and spreads 
awareness for pediatric cancer patients 
and their families.    

Presented by Nolan and Madison 
Gorman, the tournament offers a day of 
golf complete with breakfast, a Bloody 
Mary bar, swag bags and a post-tourna-
ment reception. Attendees will also have 
the chance to win raffle prizes, all while 
supporting a meaningful cause. Register 
at www.azcancerfoundation.org.

The Phoenix Children’s Chorus winter concert, “Comfort & Joy,” is scheduled for Dec. 6 and 
7 and brings together all of its performance groups to present selections of classic winter, 
Christmas and Hanukkah songs (submitted photo).
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An anticipated 3,000 people will come together on Dec. 13 for the annual Ignite Hope 
Candlelight Celebration to raise funds for Phoenix Children’s Hospital (submitted photo).

Candlelight walk  
ignites hope 

Valley residents are invited to ignite 
the spirit of hope for patients and fam-
ilies at Phoenix Children’s Hospital at 
the 14th Annual Ignite Hope 
Candlelight Celebration on Saturday, 
Dec. 13, beginning at 3 p.m. 

Gather with thousands of commu-
nity members at North High School, 
1101 E. Thomas Road, for a spirited 
celebration, then take part in a candlelit 
walk to Phoenix Children’s Thomas 
Campus, where lights will glow outside 
the hospital windows, spreading 
warmth and hope to patients. 

The Ignite Hope tradition was ini-
tiated in 2012 when friends and family 
of Katie Wagner, a 15-year-old patient 
at Phoenix Children’s who had been 
diagnosed with cancer, organized a can-
dlelit vigil outside her hospital window. 
Katie herself took part in the inaugural 
Ignite Hope walk. She sadly passed 
away the following year in September 
2013. Despite this loss, the candlelight 
tradition continues as a tribute to her 
memory, aiming to bring light and 

hope to the lives of patients while also 
rallying the community to raise funds 
for Phoenix Children’s. 

Following the 3 p.m. festival, the 
walk will commence at 5:30 p.m. and a 
6:10 program. The cost to register 
beginning Dec. 1 is $40 for adults and 
$10 for youth. More information is 
available at www.pchignitehope.org. 
 

Thrift boutique hosts  
holiday marketplace  

Flerish Marketplace, a nonprofit 
thrift and boutique store benefiting 
adults with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities, at 3850 E. Thunderbird 
Road, will host its Sixth Annual Holiday 
Market, Dec. 11-13, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

During the store’s holiday market, 
shoppers can find deals on constantly 
rotating merchandise, including cloth-
ing, jewelry and accessories, shoes and 
handbags, sturdy furniture, housewares 
and small kitchen appliances, and 
unique home décor and art.  

The event will feature gourmet 
foods; fresh treats; an art studio and 
gallery highlighting original beadwork, 
paintings, ornaments, and murals; and 
live entertainment, all created and per-
formed by adults with disabilities.  

A hub for opportunity and inde-
pendence, the thrift store supports 
Civitan Foundation, a 57-year-old 
Arizona 501(c)(3) organization that 
empowers more than 450 individuals 
with disabilities daily through life-
enriching programs and adventures. 
Civitan members hold gainful, engag-
ing roles throughout the store, building 
skills, confidence and a sense of accom-
plishment within the community. 

Flerish Marketplace also accepts 
high-quality donations. To schedule a 
pickup or view a list of accepted items, 
visit www.civitanfoundationaz.org/ 
flerish-marketplace or call 602-358-8677.
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Black Friday just slid by like the last sip 
of your favorite latte, and now we’re 
standing in that slow simmer of holiday 
shopping—the pressure to close out the 
year, the emotional tug-of-war of wanting 
to give, get, breathe, and budget all at once. 
Somewhere in this holiday chaos, your mind 
quietly shifts into spending mode—not by 
strategy, but by emotion. And while you’re 
doing laps on that holiday hamster wheel, 
the thought creeps in: “Maybe it’s time for 
another car.” You know the classics—”It’s 
time,” “I deserve it,” “This car has cost me 
too much.” All valid. All emotional. 
But here’s the best gift you can give yourself 
this season: sensibility. Use my T.C.O. 
formula—True Cost of Ownership. Grab the 
last three years of repair receipts. Add them 
up. If you’re under $200 a month, you’re 
ahead of the game. Do you know what the 
monthly payment for a new car is?—though 
most people don’t even know there’s a 
game. And when the truth shows up, as it 
always does, ask yourself: Do you want… or 
do you need? 
Allow me to explain. I don’t write about 
repairing cars—that’s the easy part. The 
hard part is repairing how people think 
about cars. Ownership isn’t mechanical. 
It’s emotional. It’s how we react when 
something breaks—not the car, but our 
sense of control. I see this every single day, 
and I’ve seen it for more than three decades. 
No matter how many times I tell the truth, 
it only sticks about half the time. The rest 
come back months later with the same 
panic, and I’m right back on the soapbox—
coaching them down before fear costs more 
than the repair. 
People don’t get taken because they’re 
stupid. They get taken because they’re 
scared. Scared of sounding dumb. Afraid 
of being wrong. Scared of pushing back. 
So they hand the fear to convenience—the 
smooth-talking salesman, the repair shop 
that “promises,” or the friend who watched 
one YouTube video and now thinks he’s a 
foreman. 

But the truth is simple: you decide when 
to spend money on your car. The question 
is whether it’s from understanding or from 
panic. Every bad decision starts the same 
way—not with a wrench, but with a shrug 
and the words, “I don’t know.” That’s why I 
write about ownership, not oil changes. Cars 
don’t need saving—drivers do. 
You can tell a lot about someone by how 
they treat their car. Not the model—the 
behavior. I’ve watched people finance 
confidence and lease self-worth, then call 
it “car ownership.” We’ve created a culture 
where horsepower is mistaken for identity. 
The same crowd that thinks a $50,000 Rolex 
makes them punctual. Let’s be clear: the 
car doesn’t make the driver. It just amplifies 
whoever is holding the wheel. 
Modern drivers love bragging about “smart” 
cars. They’ll tell you their SUV can park itself, 
avoid accidents, and detect pedestrians. 
Convenient—considering many drivers 
have stopped doing all three. If your dash 
tells you to “take a break” before you realize 
you’re tired, the vehicle might not need 
diagnostics. Technology boosted confidence 
but stole awareness. 
Then there’s the consumer who buys a 
$90,000 luxury car and instantly speaks fluent 
brag. They can’t find the transmission filter, 
but they can pronounce “panoramic roof” 
with an accent. Luxury doesn’t create better 
habits—it often hides worse ones. The pricier 
the car, the cheaper the mindset can become. 
When you pay for the illusion of perfection, 
you lose the ability to handle imperfection—
and that’s when the real bills roll in. 
And of course, the collector. Four pristine 
vehicles, climate-controlled, barely driven. 
They call me once a year—always when 
something leaks, smokes, or clicks. Owning a 
car doesn’t make you an enthusiast. It makes 
you a curator of depreciating artwork. Most 
“collections” are emotional clutter on wheels. 
You can’t love a car you don’t understand. 
That’s not passion. That’s possession. 
Humans bond with their machines. Cars 
symbolize freedom and identity—ironic, 

because most people have very little control 
over the machines they emotionally depend 
on. They don’t read their manuals; they 
scroll TikTok for hacks. They trust influencers 
more than mechanics. Then they wonder 
why “the system is rigged.” It’s not rigged. 
It’s just designed for people who don’t read 
the fine print—including the oil grade. 
I’ve watched people spend five grand 
repairing a car they didn’t even want, simply 
because they couldn’t admit the original 
purchase was emotional. Consumer Reports 
says 60% delay maintenance because “it 
doesn’t feel urgent.” You know what else 
doesn’t feel urgent? Flossing—until it is. 
Cars are relationships. Ignore the little stuff 
long enough and one day you’re explaining 
smoke to a tow truck driver while insisting, 
“It just started doing that.” Car ownership 
isn’t expensive. Ignorance is. 
The average American spends between 
$1,800 & $2,900 a year on avoidable repairs. 
That’s not inflation. That’s tuition for the 
School of Denial. Cars don’t care about your 
title, your confidence, your following, or 
your ego. They respond only to input, care, 
and timing—the same three things most 
humans struggle with. 
So, the next time you see a driver rev their 
ego at a stoplight, don’t roll your eyes. Smile. 
You’re watching a $90,000 amateur perform 
a live demo in financial Darwinism. Cars, 
like watches, don’t lie. They don’t flatter or 
fake. They simply expose the truth: most 
people are more emotionally attached than 
mechanically aware. And that gap? That’s 
where the industry makes its money. 
You can lease luxury. You can’t finance 
wisdom. Owning a car doesn’t make you a 
car person. Knowing yourself well enough 
not to hand the keys to fear—that’s where 
the real ownership begins.
SHAHE KOULLOUKIAN | Auto Industry 
Ambassador | Award-Winning Expert in 
Automotive Ownership & Emotional Car 
Care | Speaker, Best-Selling Author of Car 
Confidential | Host of The Car Confidential 
Show.

Mazvo Car Care Center • 4610 N 7th St Phoenix AZ 85014 • Mazvo.com • carconfidential.net
Get the #1 bestselling book Car Confidential on Amazon or any fine book retail store. 

THE MOST 
EXPENSIVE 
PART OF 
YOUR CAR IS 
YOUR EGO
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DEALER ALTERNATIVE DEALER ALTERNATIVE 
SERVICE & REPAIRSERVICE & REPAIR

North Central’s #1 choice in European North Central’s #1 choice in European 
Vehicle Service, Repair, Tires & Alignments.Vehicle Service, Repair, Tires & Alignments.

FULL SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE 

SERVICE
$99.99

Includes up to 6 quarts full synthetic motor oil and fi lter. 
Does not include taxes and shop supplies.

10% OFF 
LABOR FOR ANY 

REPAIR OVER 
$150

Can not be combined with any other offer, One coupon per 
vehicle, Maximum discount of $150, expires Dec. 31, 202 .

www.tanner-motors.comwww.tanner-motors.com
10221 N. Cave Creek Road 10221 N. Cave Creek Road 

602-241-9888602-241-9888

Broadcasters host 
annual holiday concert 

The House of Broadcasting, Inc. 
(HOBI), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to educating the pub-
lic and preserving and celebrating the 
history, personalities and paraphernalia 
of radio and television in Arizona, will 
host its 12th Annual Holiday Concert 
Friday, Dec. 12, at 7 p.m. 

Featuring Mike Chamberlin and 
the “Living Legends of Broadcasting,” 
the concert will be held at the North 
Phoenix Baptist Church, Chapel 
Sanctuary, 5757 N. Central Ave. The 
event will include Pat McMahon, Rita 
Davenport, Jan D’Atri, Alice Tatum, 
Buddy Owens, Dr. Joyce Blair Buekers, 
Cory McCloskey, David Miller, Dave 
Munsey, Michael Dixon and Patricia 
Valencia. 

Along with the concert, a raffle will 
be held as a part of the nonprofit’s 
fundraising efforts. HOBI awards 
scholarships annually to students at 
ASU Walter Cronkite School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication, 
ASU’s Hugh Downs School of Human 
Communication and the Eller College 
of Management at the University of 
Arizona.  

Tickets are $20; children under 12 
may attend for free. To RSVP, call 602-
944-1997 or send an email to 
pschu@q.com. Learn more about 
HOBI by visiting https://houseof-
broadcasting.com. 
 

Connecting residents  
to food resources 

In early November, to offset the 
impact of the suspension of the federal 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), the city of Phoenix 
partnered with St. Mary’s Food Bank in 
launching a citywide food drive to 
ensure residents have access to nutri-
tious meals.  

While the government has returned 
to business, and SNAP benefits have 
resumed, many families and individuals 
continue to face increased food insecu-
rity. A webpage launched in November, 
www.phoenix.gov/hungerrelief, details 
how residents can give monetary dona-
tions or food items to help neighbors in 
need. 

The city said that monetary dona-
tions are strongly encouraged – food 
banks can stretch the donation through 
bulk purchasing, tax exemptions and 

dollar matches from the community. 
Just one dollar can provide an estimat-
ed 10 meals for a food bank. Monetary 
donations can be made to St. Mary’s 
online: https://fundraise.stmarysfood-
bank.org/campaign/742144/donate. 

Residents who may qualify for SNAP 
can visit the Arizona Department of 
Economic Security website, 
www.des.az.gov, to apply for, manage 
and stay informed about benefits. 

For those who need food assistance 
right away, several organizations in the 
Phoenix area provide emergency food 
boxes and hot meals. Residents can visit 
www.phoenix.gov/foodhelp for locations 
where they can receive food boxes and 
resources or dial 2-1-1 from any phone 
to access pre-recorded information in 
both English and Spanish about emer-
gency assistance and other resources.  

In addition, the Arizona Food Bank 
Network provides a statewide directory 
of food banks, pantries, soup kitchens, 
shelters and other organizations that 
distribute emergency food. Use the net-
work’s “Find a Food Bank” tool to 
locate a nearby agency. Before visiting, 
verify hours of operation and eligibility 
requirements – details can change. 

To learn more, visit https://azfood-
banks.org/get-food. 
 

Phoenix announces  
new CED director 

In late October, the city of Phoenix 
announced the appointment of Ryan 
Touhill as the new Community and 
Economic Development (CED) direc-
tor. Touhill, who will begin his new role 
on Dec. 1, succeeds Christine Mackay, 
who retired after 11 years to lead the 
Greater Phoenix Economic Council 
(GPEC) as president and CEO.  

Touhill brings 
nearly two 
decades of experi-
ence in local gov-
ernment and eco-
nomic develop-
ment, the city 
said, most recent-
ly serving as 
director of 
Arlington Economic Development 
(AED) in Virginia. There, he led the 
creation and implementation of AED’s 
Strategic Plan for Economic Growth. 
Prior to his role in Arlington, he served 
as senior vice president and chief of 
staff at the Alexandria Economic 
Development Partnership.

Ryan Touhill
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Helping you move from where you are to where you want to be.

Mary King
Realtor
Compass

Cell 602.319.4055
www.soldbymaryking.com

Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you.

5225 N. Central
Suite 108

Phoenix • 85012

5275 N Camelhead Rd • $2,825,000
5 bed, 5 bath, 5,563 SF

NEW LISTING

333 E Kaler Drive • $1,250,000
4 bed, 3 bath, 2,297 SF

UNDER CONTRACT

1431 E. San Juan • $935,000 
3 bed, 2 bath, 2,563 SF

UNDER CONTRACT

1816 E Colter • $659,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,912 SF

UNDER CONTRACT

2604 N. 27th St, Unit 1 • $645,000
4 bed, 2.5 bath, 2,159 SF

IMPROVED PRICE

The Preserve at Lincoln
Four 1+ acre lots in Paradise Valley from 

$1,900,000-$2,495,000

NEW LISTINGS

To find out more about specifics in  
your neighborhood, contact me for  

a no obligation consultation.
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By Bill Ross 
      I want to share a recent suc-
cess story with you because I think 
it’s important for many of you to 
realize that you don’t have to be 
stuck in your body with fear. 
      Her name is Darcy. A lovely 
woman in her 70s. She has not had 
a very easy life. She’s been a hard-
working woman for many years 
and has always taken care of oth-
ers before herself. Because of this 
and the stresses of life, she had let 
herself go. So, she had gained lots 
of weight, which doesn’t help with 
her knees (which both have torn 
cartilage). In addition, she had had 
a shoulder replacement. So, get-
ting around and attempting to bet-
ter herself wasn’t going to be an 
easy task. A big part of the prob-
lem, as with most, was working on 
the nutrition aspect. 
      Now, I can tell you how much 
weight and fat and inches she’s 
lost in the past couple of months 
(which is a lot), but that’s not the 
real story I want to share. 
      When we started the last pro-
gram, I told her that she would 
now have to get down on the floor 
to do certain exercises. She 
looked at me almost in a panic. “I 
can’t do that,” she said, “and I 
certainly can’t get off the floor.” I 
simply told her that we’ve pre-
pared her to do it. And that we’re 
here to help, and we could lift her 
if we had to. Anyway, she was 

game for it, and with hesitation, 
she got down and did her exer-
cises. When it was time to get up, 
it wasn’t pretty and she needed 
some guidance and a little help, 
but she did it. The next session 
was a little better, and by the third 
time, she did it completely on her 
own. You could see it in her eyes 
how happy she was and the joy of 
overcoming a fear and limitations 
exuded over her whole being. 
      Now, some of you may not see 
the big deal in this, but for those of 
you who’ve had knee replace-
ments, hip or back issues, it is a 
big deal. I know what you’re think-
ing -- you look at the floor with 
fear, as if it were a pool and you 
don’t know how to swim. If you fell 
in, you’d drown. Well, people with 
poor balance or who are weak are 
afraid of falling because they don’t 
have the confidence that they can 
get up off the floor. Just so you 
know . . . you’re not alone. But 
know this, if you want to overcome 
the fear and limitations just like 
Darcy, you can do it too. 
      So, if you’re ready and need 
our help, just call us at 602-230-
8581. Don’t text, just leave a mes-
sage if we don’t answer. 

Fear ‘the floor?’ We can help!

Call me for a  
free consultation at 

602-230-8581 or visit  
billrossfitnesssolutions.com

Uptown Plaza 
hosts holiday event 

Residents are invited to join Uptown 
Plaza, Central Avenue and Camelback 
Road, on Sunday, Dec. 14, from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. for festive family fun. 

Celebrate the season, and Uptown 
Plaza’s 70th holiday, with a visit from 
Santa, complete with a free professional 
photo sent straight to your phone. Enjoy 
live holiday music by The Jingle Belles 
and let the kids get creative at a holiday 
craft station making Pony Bead Candy 
Canes and Holiday Bead Key Rings.  

While there, guests can check off 
everyone on their holiday list with a lit-
tle shopping and dining. During their 
visit, guests can explore an array of 
local boutiques and specialty shops 
offering stylish gifts and thoughtful 
finds. Discover trendy apparel and 
footwear at Muse Apparel, Manor, and 
Local Nomad, or give the gift of relax-
ation with spa and grooming packages 
from CLOVR Life Spa, Boardroom 
Salon for Men, LATHER, or Hi, skin. 

Guests who arrive early will receive 
a limited-edition 70th Anniversary 
ornament (while supplies last).  

Find additional information online 
at www.uptownplazaphx.com. 
 

Church hosts  
December events 

Desert Christian Fellowship Church 
will host its seniors’ potluck and annual 
white elephant gift exchange, Thursday, 
Dec. 11, at noon. Neighbors are invited 
to bring a friend, a favorite dish to share 
and a church appropriate gift to share 
with other seniors. 

The church will host Celebrate 
Recovery beginning Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. 
New attendees are welcome. A monthly 
food distribution drive-through event 
will be held on Friday, Dec. 19, 7-8 
a.m. Volunteers will fill your trunk with 
food provided in cooperation with St. 
Mary’s Food Bank. The chuch will offer 
a family-friendly Christmas Eve service 
on Wednesday, Dec. 24, at 6 p.m.  

Desert Christian will change its ser-
vice times beginning in January. 
Traditional service will be held at 9 a.m., 
contemporary service will be at 10:30 
a.m., and Bible study will be at 10:30 a.m. 

Desert Christian Fellowship Church 
is located at 1445 W. Northern Ave. For 
additional information, call 602-861-
4008 or visit https://desertchristian   
fellowship.com. 

Find holiday spirit 
in the Slope 

Families and neighbors in the 
Sunnyslope area and beyond are invited 
to enjoy good cheer and community 
spirit at the annual Slope Holiday 
Market & Parade, scheduled for 
Saturday, Dec. 13, beginning at 2 p.m. 
with the parade kicking off at 6 p.m. 

The event offers the opportunity to 
meet your neighbors and celebrate the 
holiday season together. Enjoy the com-
munity parade, interactive art and crafts 
for kids, holiday music, local vendors, 
food trucks and more. In addition, 
enjoy a drink in the Beer Garden hosted 
by North Mountain Brewing Company 
and O.H.S.O. & Little O’s Sunnyslope. 

Hatcher Road will be closed from 
7th Avenue to Central Avenue to allow 
for the marketplace and parade route. 

Find additional information at 
www.slopeholidaymarket.org. 
 

Merriment in Melrose  
returns for 10th year 

The Melrose Community Alliance 
invites residents to celebrate the season 
at its 10th annual Merriment in Melrose 
event, Saturday, Dec. 13, from 2-7 p.m. 

The community event will take 
place on the west side of 7th Avenue at 
Montecito Avenue and will include ven-
dors, food trucks, live entertainment, 
kids’ activities and a tree lighting. A 
silent auction and raffle drawing will be 
held to support the Osborn School 
Districts Arts and Music program.  

For more information, visit 
https://melrosecommunityalliance.com
/merriment-in-melrose.

Get into the holiday spirit and enjoy photos 
with Santa and other family-friendly fun on 
Dec. 14 at Uptown Plaza (submitted photo).

 COMMUNITY
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ACTIVE LISTING

6229 N. 30th Way • $640,000 
2 Bed 2.5 Bath • Furn. w/ Advanced Contracts  

Biltmore Investment Property

UNDER CONTRACT

5868 E. Onyx Ave. • $2,350,000 
4 Bed • 3 Bath • Pool • 2,963 SF 

Modern Paradise Valley luxury retreat

ACTIVE LISTING

2537 E. Vogel Ave.  • $775,000 
2 Bed • 2 Bath • 2,802 SF 

Represented Buyer

SOLD

113 E. Boca Raton • $599,000 
3 Bed • 2.5 Bath • 2,692 SF 

Hillcrest 55+ community

SOLD

ELEVATE YOUR EXPERIENCE

Scan here for  

OFF MARKET  

OPPORTUNITIES 

Buyer Needs
I have buyers looking for: 

• 4 Bed / 3 Bath / Pool 

• 3 Bed / 2 Bath / 
North Central

Wishing everyone 
a healthy and  

happy holiday! 

Thank you for your 
Referrals!

Janeen  
Gelinas 
Associate Broker

480-221-7379 
janeengelinas@gmail.com 
www.myAZroots.com 
@Janeen_Gelinas 

Other Private Listings:  
Reach out  
for more  

Information

Pet of the Month  
Beautiful Buddy  
loves adventure 

Adopting from a shelter not only 
gives a pet a second chance, says Arizona 
Humane Society (AHS), but also helps 
save even more lives, like sweet Buddy. 

Buddy is an adorable one-year-old 
American Pit Bull Terrier mix who 
came to the Arizona Humane Society 
in October after his owner could unfor-
tunately no longer care for him. 
Though a bit shy at first, Buddy blos-
soms with the companionship of other 
pets and warms up over time, especial-
ly if treats are involved.   

Friends describe him as a playful 
pup who loves to fetch and snuggle 
after a long day of having fun. Of 
course, Buddy can never say no to a 
new toy or a new adventure – he espe-
cially loves going on walks and field 
trips to dog-friendly places. 

The adoption fee for beautiful 
Buddy (pet number 801034) includes 
his neuter surgery, current vaccinations, 
a microchip and a follow-up wellness 
exam with a VCA Animal Hospital. 

Visit this handsome pup at the 
Arizona Humane Society’s South 
Mountain Campus or learn more at 
www.azhumane.org/adopt to give him 
the loving forever home he deserves. 
 

Get away at  
dog-friendly parks 

For those who are contemplating 
getting out of the city with their canine 
companions, Arizona State Parks & 
Trails offers a guide to the best dog-
friendly spots in Arizona’s state parks. 

Several state parks allow dogs to 
join in on the fun when it comes to 
tent camping, RVs, or even cabins. 
Enjoy the sunset with your dog by your 
side in your tent or RV at Lake Havasu 
State Park, just north of the dog beach 
at Cattail Cove. A little closer to the 
city, just outside of Phoenix in Apache 
Junction, lies Lost Dutchman State 
Park, an area jam-packed with hiking 
trails and outdoor areas to walk dogs 
and enjoy a tent or RV camping trip. 

South of Phoenix are two incredible 
parks for outdoor recreation: Catalina 
State Park and Picacho Peak State Park. 
Both parks offer dog-friendly camping 
complete with some of the best hiking 
trails the state has to offer.   

Several state parks offer camping 
cabins that are pet-friendly as well. 
Take your pup to the lagoons at Dead 
Horse Ranch State Park, where there 
are plenty of grassy areas and hiking 
trails for you and your dog to enjoy the 
outdoors together along the water. 
Alamo Lake State Park lets you camp in 
comfort with your dog, and you can 
take your leashed pup for a walk along 
the gorgeous waters of the lake.  

Arizona’s state parks and trails also 
offer cool places for day trips, where 
you and your companion can stretch 
your legs, as well as dog-friendly beach-
es – such as Cattail Cove State Park, 
Buckskin Mountain State Park and 
River Island State Park. 

Find a comprehensive list of dog-
friendly parks and trails, along with 
safety and travel tips during the winter 
months, by visiting https://azs-
tateparks.com/outdoor-resources. 
 

Keep pets safe during  
New Year’s events 

The Arizona Humane Society (AHS) 
reminds residents that the days on and 
around New Year’s Eve are some of the 
busiest of the year for shelters across the 
country, and many pets, those frightened 
by the fireworks and festivities, end up 
wandering away from home. 

To help keep pets in homes as we 
head into 2026 and keep much-needed 
kennel space open for sick, injured and 
abused animals, AHS offers these tips. 

First, ensure pets have current ID tags 
and updated microchips. This will great-
ly increase the chances that a lost pet will 
be reunited with their family. Next, keep 
pets indoors and distracted. Fireworks 
and bursts of bright flashing lights can 
frighten pets and trigger them to flee or 
escape. Distract them from the loud nois-
es by turning on the radio or TV. 

Also, do not leave pets unattended 
while outside, as the sound of fireworks 
can startle them and prompt an escape. 
When welcoming guests, always make 
sure your pet is secured so they do not 
slip out of an open door. 

Finally, report pets in distress. To 
report signs of animals in distress, call 
the AHS Emergency Animal Medical 
Technicians at 602-997-7585, ext. 2073. 
For more information on lost or found 
pets, visit www.azhumane.org/lostpet.

Buddy is a playful one-year-old American Pit 
Bull Terrier mix who loves to fetch and snug-
gle after a long day of having fun (photo 
courtesy of Arizona Humane Society).

Adventurous people and their pups will find 
dozens of dog-friendly parks and trails to 
explore year-round in Arizona (photo cour-
tesy of Arizona State Parks & Trails).



North Central News December 2025 – Page 17www.northcentralnews.net

 
 
 

When Funding Gets Cut,  
Plates Go Empty.

Make your Charitable Tax Credit Donation today:  
aaaphx.org /donate

For more information call 
602-264-2255

Turn your tax dollars  
into dinner. 

Government funding reductions are leaving more older adults 

without reliable access to food. Too many are forced to choose 

between eating and other essentials.

What can you do? 

Your Arizona Charitable Tax Credit donation can make a direct 

impact—dollar for dollar. A $200 contribution provides a food box 

for one month for someone in need.

That food box 昀lls plates, restores dignity, and provides comfort 

to older adults who deserve stability in their later years.
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Reliable.  |  Experienced.  |  Diligent.

(602)625-7058 • MikeWeeksRealtor.com/listings

8032 N 10th Place
Price improvement $1,095,000

Coveted Sunnyslope High School district 
2,704 SF home with a 391 SF Casita

15,000 sq ft lot with a newer pool & spa

All donations matched up to $50,000 
through 12/31.

HELP SAVE TWICE 
AS MANY PETS THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON. 

AZHUMANE.ORG/MATCH

Eric Herschede created a lounge space in his new Central Avenue menswear shop that 
encourages conversations, camaraderie and connection (photo by Kathryn M. Miller). 

Men’s boutique creates 
curated experience 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

Owner Eric Herschede says that his 
eponymous menswear shop is some-
thing of a second act for him.  

“I always told my children, if they 
can find what they love to do, they’d be 
better off than most. And so, I thought 
for a second act I wanted to chase 
something that had kind of been rumi-
nating in my brain for a while.  

“I grew up going to Carter’s over at 
44th Street and Camelback and always 
thought it was such an interesting thing 
– [Mike Carter] got to talk to people 
every day, be around clothes, which I 
love, and I was just always intrigued by 
it. But you know, life goes on and I 
thought about it for a few decades. But 
then this spot came up…I grew up in 
this area and I thought if there was a 
time to do it, this was the time.” 

Located at 5068 N. Central Ave., 
the 3,800-square-foot specialty men’s 
clothing boutique Herschede opened to 
the public on Oct. 28.  

It opened “with a lot of support 
from my family and my friends and my 
community,” Herschede said. “I saw 
this space in April and then in six 
months we opened the store. It’s hard 
outside these doors for a lot of people, 
and we wanted to kind of create an old 
barber shop where people hang out, see 
old friends, meet new friends but 
instead of based around getting a hair-
cut, it is focused around clothes.”  

The proprietor says that the store 

was born from a belief that a store can 
be more than shelves and fabric, “It can 
be a space that engages every sense – 
sight, smell, touch and sound. A place 
where you can pause, breathe, and feel 
something real.” And walking through 
the store, he has achieved that goal. 
Curated music plays in the background 
– complimenting, rather than overpow-
ering – and soft fragrance wafts through 
the well-stocked and eye-catching dis-
play racks and tables. Artwork of musi-
cians and cultural icons grace the walls 
and at the back of the store is a lounge 
space that invites lingering. 

Shoppers will find 58 brands from 
across the globe – Amsterdam, England, 
Italy, France, Colorado, Ohio. Whether 
someone is looking for an outfit for a din-
ner date, a game, concert, play, art muse-
um, workwear, golf gear and more, “We 
tried to find stuff that is unique, that 
maybe you would not see in other stores.” 

Herschede says that his job is to 
make customers look their best, howev-
er they are trying to present themselves 
to the world. 

“If a guy is jeans and rock T-shirts 
and that’s who he is, I have that. But if 
he wants to go off, then I have some 
things I can suggest to him.” 

He added, “Every piece, every note of 
music, every flicker of light was chosen to 
make you feel welcome. To remind you 
that style isn’t about performance – it’s 
about resonance. It’s about leaving with a 
sense of quiet joy that follows you long 
after you walk out the door.” 

To learn more about the shop, visit 
https://herschede.shop. 
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 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

Personalized 昀nancial guidance
to help you pursue your idea of paradise

Whether it’s sandy beaches or Alaskan getaways, family 

gatherings or simply having con昀dence in your 昀nancial 

outlook, we’ll help you pursue your idea of paradise 

with guidance focused on your goals. Let’s start the 

conversation. Call us for a free consultation.

1118 E. Missouri Ave., Suite B3  | Phoenix, AZ 85014  | T: 602.266.9200

paradisefinancialpartners.com

© 2023 Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 
Paradise Financial Partners is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Financial planning 

Long-term care insurance 

Investment management 

Estate planning

Retirement plans

College savings plans 

S E R V I N G  O U R  C L I E N T S  F O R  O V E R  T W O  D E C A D E S

Business Briefs 
Single-family community 
opens in Midtown 

The Bower announced the grand 
opening of its newest single-family 
community in Midtown Phoenix. The 
Bower Willo features 28 single-family 
homes for sale near the Roosevelt Row 
Art District in Downtown Phoenix.   

With prices starting in the mid 
$900,000 range, The Bower Willo 
offers multiple two- and three-story 
floor plans ranging from 1,800 to 
2,400 square feet, three bedrooms, and 
2.5 to 3.5 bathrooms.  

The community’s Rooftop 
Residences include a rooftop patio with 
a view of downtown Phoenix, and its 
two-story detached Heritage Homes 
feature private yards and front porches, 
which the company says were crafted 
with the community’s historic architec-
ture in mind. 

Every residence is equipped with a 
gourmet kitchen, quartz countertops, 
stainless steel appliances, Ring doorbell 
and an oversized two-car garage pre-
wired for EV chargers. 

The Bower Willo is located at 132 
West Willo Court at the intersection of 
Thomas Road and North Central 
Avenue. Learn more at www.thebower-
living.com/communities/willo. 
 
Bricks celebrates  
anniversary 

Bricks & Minifigs Central Phoenix, 
located at 24 W. Camelback Road, 
Suite G, is celebrating its fourth 
anniversary, and residents are invited to 
the party.  

Scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 6, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., residents can 
stop by and snap a picture with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, enjoy fun specials and 
activities, then find a spot along 
Central Avenue for the APS Electric 
Light Parade, which steps off at 7 p.m. 

The retailer is a one-stop LEGO toy 
shop. They buy, sell and trade all 
LEGO products. Shoppers can choose 
from a huge selection of new sets, 
retired sets, individual minifigs, bulk 
bricks, components and accessories. 

For additional information, visit 
https://bricksandminifigs.com/central-
phoenix-az or call 602-675-1392. 

ATC announces  
new executive director 

The Arizona Theatre Company 
Board of Trustees announced that Ana 
Rose O’Halloran, a nonprofit arts exec-
utive with more than 17 years of lead-
ership experience in theatre and the 
arts, will be joining ATC as its new 
executive director. 

O’Halloran currently serves as pro-
ducing executive director of Antaeus 
Theatre Company in Los Angeles, 
where she has produced over 25 
acclaimed productions and guided the 
organization through a period of 

remarkable growth, ATC said. Under 
her leadership, Antaeus completed a 
successful $3 million capital campaign, 
achieved record fundraising and 
launched “The Zip Code Plays: Los 
Angeles,” an innovative podcast series 
that reached more than 100,000 listen-
ers worldwide. 
 
Waymo heads  
to Valley freeways 

Autonomous car company Waymo 
announced in November that the com-
pany will begin offering rider trips on 
freeways in Phoenix. This is in addition 
to freeway service in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. The company plans to add 
to the service over time, including 
expanding freeway capabilities to 
Austin, Atlanta and beyond. 

Riders will continue to hail trips 
through the Waymo app as usual and 
can express interest in being among the 
first to experience a freeway ride direct-
ly in the app. When a freeway route is 
meaningfully faster, riders can be 
matched with a freeway trip, providing 
quicker, smoother, and more efficient 
rides, the company said.

Just in time for holiday gifting, residents are 
invited to browse a huge selections of LEGO 
products while celebrating the fourth 
anniversary of Bricks & Minifigs Central 
Phoenix (submitted photo).
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www.camelothomes.com | 602-818-3725 |ROC# B-067408

NOW PRE-SELLING

Nestled in the heart of North-Central Phoenix, Viridian is an exclusive gated
enclave of just eight homes, thoughtfully crafted by Camelot Homes in

collaboration with the acclaimed Woodley Architectural Group.

Showcasing iconic butterfly roofs and contemporary designs, these two-story homes
are sure to make a statement. Inspired by the midcentury architecture that defines

this vibrant neighborhood, Viridian is set to become a standout community.

New builds and Quicker Delivery homes now available.
Schedule your private tour today or visit our sales office.

Sales Office Hours | Daily 10am-5pm | Wed & Sun 12-5pm

North-Central Phoenix Luxury Living, Redefined
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 SCHOOL DAYS

Throughout the school year, Act One Arizona funds experiences at venues across the Valley for 
students in Title 1 schools to provide access and connect students to the arts (submitted photo).

Organization connects 
students with the arts 
By Trudy Thompson Shumaker  

More than 100 kids squealed with 
delight and surprise when Fabian 
Fontenelle danced onto the stage at 
Madison Center for the Arts in late 
October. Fontenelle wore his tribal cer-
emonial garments and called to the stu-
dents from offstage after his wife, 
Shelley Morningsong, introduced him. 
The students, kindergarten through 
early college, were on a field trip, 
thanks to Act One Arizona.   

The couple, nationally and interna-
tionally known for their music and art, 
captured the attention and imagination 
of every student in the performance 
hall. The students had traveled to the 
center from their Title 1 schools all 
over the Valley, and they knew they 
were in for a treat, but Merci wasn’t 
prepared for what she experienced.  

“Teacher said we would learn about 
Native American history and stuff, but 
we thought it would be a movie or 
somebody reading us a book,” she said. 
The first grader’s eyes were wide and 
dancing as she shared her reaction to 
Morningsong and Fontenelle, who spent 
their morning with the field trippers.  

“The man wore really cool feathers 
that looked like tall – really tall – wings 
and the lady played different flautas – one 
sounded like a dove. She wrote songs that 
she sang. My tio is picking me up today 
and he won’t believe it! And my brother 
will be jealous he didn’t get to come.”  

Act One Arizona funds experiences 

like this one for students in Title 1 
schools, and this performance is one of 
many the organization will host this year.  

“Our mission is to connect arts and 
culture partners with Arizona educators 
who are seeking experiences for their stu-
dents, many of whom have never seen a 
live performance,” said Dr. Beth 
Maloney, executive director of Act One.   

The organization was founded in 
2011 by Russ and Mac Perlich, and not 
only has funded tickets and transporta-
tion for hundreds of field trips, but also 
provided remote field trips using virtu-
al reality sets shared with schools all 
over Arizona.  

“This is called Arts Immersion, and 
it helps us provide arts and cultural 
experiences to children outside of 
Tucson and Phoenix. We also created 
the Culture Pass program, linking 175 
academic and public libraries with cul-
tural institutions in 12 of our state’s 15 
counties. Families can check out a 
Culture Pass and use it to admit two 
people to an arts event. It’s really 
enabled a lot of families to see live per-
formances or go to museums,” said 
Maloney.   

Maloney taught in classrooms for 
20 years, and in 2014 was named 
Arizona Teacher of the Year. She is also 
a board-certified teacher, and has been 
recognized with several other educa-
tional honors.  

“I see how these experiences impact 
children, and I know these students 
will remember today’s performance for 
the rest of their lives,” she said.   

Merci and her classmates will cer-

Don’t forget  
those 

stocking stuffers!
Bricks & Minifigs® is your one-stop LEGO® toy shop!  

We buy, sell and trade all LEGO® products!  

Choose from our huge selection of new sets, individual  
minifigs, bulk bricks, components and accessories.

Bring this ad to

to build a FREE Minifigure from our Minifig Maker Table!
Central Phoenix location only • Expires 12/31/25 • NCN1225• Limit 1 per customer

central.phoenix@bricksandminifigs.com 
@bamcentralphoenix

24 W. Camelback Rd., Ste. G 
602-675-1392
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tainly remember it. They sat in reverent 
silence as Fontenelle and Morningsong 
shared not only music and pho-
tographs, but also wise counsel: “Learn 
about your ancestors – the traditions in 
your families. Respect them. And 
respect yourselves. Your families are 
special, and so are you. Always remem-
ber that,” said Fontenelle.  

The traditions the Native American 
couple shared came from their own 
tribes (Zuni and Omaha), each differ-
ent but each a part of their cultures and 
their life together.  

“We came here from New Mexico 
to get to know you all,” said 
Morningsong, as the students looked at 
slides from the couples’ home and lis-
tened to haunting as well as lilting 
songs from her flute.   

“See that little church? It is very, 
very old, and it is across the street from 
our house! What is in your neighbor-
hood? What is close to your school?” 
she asked. “I’m sure there are some very 
special places. Pay attention to them 
and learn about them from your fami-
lies, your neighbors and your teachers. 
And from one another!”  

The students, even the youngest 
ones, paid attention.  

“They taught us to say ‘hello!’ in their 
native languages! And the costume the 
man wore was so cool. There were rattles 
made out of shells on his feet and lots of 
beads and stuff. He said it is sacred,” said 
Merci. “I wonder if those flautas are 
sacred? They sounded sacred to me.” 

Contact Act One Arizona at 
www.act1az.org or 602-343-6239. 

School Briefs 
GLENDALE UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Exhibition celebrates  
student musicians  

The Nov. 3 Glendale Union High 
School District Marching Band 
Exhibition was a celebration of music, 
talent and community spirit. From 
dynamic performances to inspiring dis-
plays of teamwork, student musicians 
across the district showcased their cre-
ativity and dedication on the Glendale 
Community College stage.  

The event honored the hard work 
of passionate band directors, volunteers 
and supportive families, whose com-
mitment makes these programs thrive.  

GUHSD said, “Together, they cre-
ate the harmony that makes Glendale 
Union High School District’s music 
programs truly exceptional.” 

 SCHOOL DAYS

WHS marching band takes  
first place at competition 

The Washington High School 
Purple Pride Marching Machine in 
October traveled to Canyon View High 
School for the Marching Band 
Association competition. The band 
marched away with a Division 2A first 
place award – plus three additional 
awards for Visual, General Effect, and 
Percussion. 
 
GUHSD celebrates  
‘A’ ratings for all schools 

The Glendale Union High School 
District (GUHSD) is celebrating an 
extraordinary accomplishment: all nine 
of its comprehensive high schools have 
earned an “A” rating from the Arizona 
Department of Education, the highest 
honor a school can achieve.  

The recognition highlights excep-
tional student learning, academic 

growth and strong preparation for suc-
cess in college, career, and life after 
graduation, the district said. The ratings 
reflect excellence across multiple mea-
sures, including academic performance, 
progress toward graduation, and college 
and career readiness through advanced 
coursework, Career and Technical 
Education, and real-world experience.  

District leaders credit this achieve-
ment to the dedication of students, the 
expertise of teachers and staff, and the 
unwavering support of families and com-
munity partners, affirming Glendale 
Union High School District’s deep com-
mitment to keeping the promise in every 
student to reach their potential.  
 
Thunderbird community  
members honored  

The Glendale Union High School 
District Governing Board honored 
five members of the Thunderbird 
High School community during its 
annual Achievement Above All awards 
celebration.  

This year’s recipients include 
teacher Lucy Maurer, who inspires stu-
dents through her culinary arts pro-
gram; student Owen St. Clair, recog-
nized for his academic excellence, ath-
letic leadership, and compassion; and 
the Thunderbird Marching Band, cele-
brated for its artistry, teamwork, and 
school spirit. Support staff member 
Mario Celaya was commended for his 
reliability and dedication to maintain-
ing the campus, while volunteer Jenna 
Parris was honored for her contribu-
tions to school programs and events.  

Discover how All Saints’ prepares students not only for 
success in school, but a lifetime of learning and leadership.

D I S COV E R

Register here: 
www.allsaints.org/learn-more

Educating children—mind, body, and soul—since 1963.

JOIN US ON CAMPUS
FOR A PERSONAL TOUR!

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN FOR 2026–27
All Faiths Welcome 
Pre-K through Eighth-grade 
Indexed Tuition Available

Glendale Union High School District  marching band directors and student leaders gathered 
on the Glendale Community College field during the district’s Nov. 3 Marching Band 
Exhibition (photo courtesy of GUHSD).



that everyone learns and experiences the 
world in their own way. Students in the 
club participate in hands-on lessons that 
help them better understand different 
disabilities and learn how to use various 
types of assistive equipment their peers 
may rely on. Through these activities, 
students gain a deeper appreciation for 
inclusion and acceptance of others. 

Along with awareness activities, stu-
dents of all abilities participate in con-
nection-building opportunities such as 
arts and crafts, board games and other 
group activities that help build friend-
ships among students and strengthen 
the school community. 

The Meadows Best Buddies club also 
participates in the annual Best Buddies 
Friendship Walk in Tempe and, last year, 
was named the top fundraising school 
out of the 60 participating schools. 

Enrollment is open at  
Madison schools 

Madison School District is now 
accepting open enrollment applications 
for the 2026-27 school year. 

The district says that it provides rig-
orous, engaging instruction led by high-
quality educators, resulting in student 
performance that regularly exceeds state 
averages and earns local and national 
recognition. The district offers six 
Signature Programs to students in 
preschool through eighth grade, includ-
ing Visual and Performing Arts, STEAM, 
Spanish Immersion, International 
Baccalaureate, REACH – Profoundly 
Gifted and a Traditional Academy.  

Students are able to explore and 
develop their interests while building a 
strong educational foundation to 
become lifelong learners. Outside the 
classroom, Madison supports students 
with before and after-school programs, 
including the Madison Adventure Club 
(MAC), athletics, school clubs and a 
variety of on-campus activities led by 
partner organizations. 

To learn more about open enroll-
ment or submit an application, visit 
madisonaz.org/enroll. 
 
OSBORN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Learning space connects  
students to nature 

Montecito Montessori School will 
soon have a new outdoor learning 
space…in the forest. Through a part-
nership with the Life Time Foundation 
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Educators recognized  
for 25 years of service 

The Glendale Union High School 
District Governing Board honored 
Thunderbird High School educators 
Patrick Henry and Victor Vega for 
reaching an outstanding milestone of 
25 years of service within GUHSD.  

Henry’s work in CTE and Vega’s 
dedication to mathematics and student 
activities have helped shape 
Thunderbird’s culture of excellence. 
The district said that both educators 
have made a profound impact on cam-
pus through their commitment to stu-
dent success, leadership in their depart-
ments, and active involvement in 
school programs and initiatives.  
 
Sunnyslope announces  
athlete signings 

Sunnyslope High School 
announced the early signings of several 
of its senior student-athletes.  

Josie Portela will continue her vol-
leyball career at the University of 
Portland, Rider Portela will play bas-
ketball at the University of Colorado 
Boulder and Lainey Johnson will com-
pete in volleyball at Cal State 
Dominguez Hills. Aniyah Martin has 
committed to Arizona State University 
for track and field, Katherine Hartman 
will attend Merrimack College for soc-
cer, Samantha Hyde will play softball at 
Missouri Southern State University, 
Jake Keebler will join Coe College for 
soccer, and Jack Petroff will play base-
ball at New Mexico State University.  

MADISON 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
‘Buddies’ club receives  
national recognition 

Madison Meadows Middle School 
students were honored at the Best 
Buddies National Conference as the 
2024–25 Outstanding Chapter, recog-
nizing their dedication to creating a 
welcoming and inclusive community.  

The Best Buddies program pro-
motes inclusion and friendship 
between students of all abilities. The 
Madison Meadows club chapter, cur-
rently in its third year, is open to all 
students at the school and has more 
than 100 active participants. 

The Madison Meadows Best 
Buddies Club focuses on building 
understanding and empathy by teaching 

MADISONAZ.ORG/ENROLL

Sign up for a 
school tour:

Madison Signature Programs include:

Gifted Programs & 
REACH - Profoundly Gifted

International Baccalaureate®

Spanish Immersion

STEAM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, & Math

Traditional Academy

Visual & Performing Arts

LEARNING & LEADINGLEARNING & LEADING
inspiringinspiring forfor

OPEN ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

Madison Meadows Middle School students were honored as the year’s Outstanding Chapter 
at the national Best Buddies conference. The Meadows club chapter is currently in its third 
year (photo courtesy of Madison School District).
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X A V I E R  C O L L E G E  P R E P A R A T O R Y

The Path Ahead

Admission/Placement Exam
Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025 at 7:30 a.m. or 

Saturday, Dec. 13, 2025 at 7:30 a.m.

Affording a Xavier Education
Financial Aid Workshops:
Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025

Visit xcp.org 
for more 
information.

Xavier College Preparatory
is a Catholic community that strives to 
prepare young women of faith with 
knowledge, skills, and integrity to meet 
the challenges of a changing global 
society in a positive and productive 
manner celebrating unity.

All are 
welcome!

and the SUGi Project, Osborn School 
District is the first in the state and one 
of only about 25 pocket forests in the 
U.S. created by the group.  

The forest was planted by students, 
staff and many volunteers. In addition 
to offering a habitat for native birds 
and pollinators, the space will act as a 
living outdoor classroom, fully inte-
grated in to the schools Montessori-
based learning. 

Students will build a sense of own-
ership and connection while they take 
on responsibilities of watering, weeding 
and monitoring plant growth. Older 
students will support younger peers 
developing leadership through their 
mentoring. It will be a space for practi-
cal learning: scientific observation, 
journaling and exploring eco systems 
and life cycles. Through these experi-
ences, students will build ecological lit-
eracy and a stronger sense of their rela-
tionship to the natural world.  

In September, the district also 
reported that the school is undergoing a 
major renovation that will turn the out-
dated building into a state-of-the-art 
learning facility geared specifically 

toward Montessori learning. The new 
learning space integrates into the 
Montessori method of education, which 
is based on self-directed activity, hands-
on learning and collaborative play. 

Learn more about the Life Time 
Foundation at www.ltfoundation.org, 
and the SUGi Project at www.sugi   
project.com. 

PHOENIX UNION  
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
EXPO welcomes  
prospective students 

On Saturday, Nov. 8, Phoenix 
Union High School District (PXU) 
hosted its annual EXPO event at 
Phoenix College. 

During the event, prospective high 
school students from across the city 
learned about all of the offerings that 
PXU schools have. The event had over 
1,000 attendees and boasted many inter-
active experiences and performances 
from Phoenix Union’s talented students.  

With 24 schools, tens of thousands 
of students, and over 3,500 employees, 
PXU covers 220-square miles of 
Phoenix. Prospective students who 
were unable to attend the event, but are 
interested in enrolling in a Phoenix 
Union school, are encouraged to visit 
the district’s website. 

Find a list of schools on the enroll-
ment webpage that is searchable by 
area, available programs and school 
size, as well as by clubs, groups and 
activities. Visit www.pxu.org/enroll. 

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Teacher interview fair  
scheduled 

WESD will host a Teacher 
Interview Fair on Saturday, Dec. 6, 
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. at the WESD 
Administrative Center, located at 4650 
W. Sweetwater Ave. The district is cur-
rently hiring K-6 elementary, 7-8 mid-
dle school and special education teach-
ers for the 2026-2027 school year.  

The event offers the opportunity to 
meet with district leaders and learn 
why the WESD may be the right place 
to grow a teaching career. 

The district offers a salary range of 
$53,100 to $80,520 including approxi-
mately $3,100 for performance pay, 
student loan forgiveness, school-age 
child care discounts, medical, dental 
and vision benefits, employer-matched 
retirement contributions and more.  

To pre-schedule an interview, call 
602-347-2622. Walk-ins are welcome. 
Arrive early as limited interviews will be 
available. To apply online, visit 
https://jobs.wesdschools.org. 

Ethan Bryson, a SUGi Forest Maker, helped 
a Montecito Montessori School student plant 
a tree as the school transformed campus 
space into a pocket forest learning space 
(photo courtesy of Osborn School District).
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PRIVATE AND 
CHARTER SCHOOLS 
Students work toward 
industry certification 

Nine students from Madison 
Highland Prep have achieved a signifi-
cant milestone in their academic careers 
by passing the first of three RECF 
Engineering and Robotics Industry 
Certification exams. The students, who 
demonstrated exceptional knowledge 
and skills in the first Pre-Engineering 
exam, are Micah Wild, Kevin Pineda, 
Fernando Peralta, Noah Medina, Kane 
Rivera, Michael Syntax, Liam Steindler, 
Alaina Thompson and Abraham Rico.  

The RECF certification program is 
a response to a global need for more 
students in the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) fields. 
By pursuing this certification, these 
students plan to demonstrate their 
expertise and enhance their college and 
career prospects, setting them up for 
success in an increasingly competitive 
career landscape.   

School recognized  
with ‘A’ grade 

“Montessori Day School has done it 
again,” said Peg Huffman, founding 
director of Montessori Day School as 
the school received a grade of “A” from 
the Arizona Department of Education. 
The school also celebrated other year-
end results and activities such as the 
“Favorite Character Costume Parade” 
in October; “International Day 
Celebration” in November; and the 
forthcoming “Winter Program,” sched-
uled for December. 

Montessori Day School is located at 
9215 N. 14th St. For additional infor-
mation, call 602-943-7672 or visit 
www.mdpsc.org. 
 
Students win honors  
in Makers challenge 

Xavier College Preparatory’s all-
female engineering team, Access Play, 
won Tier 1 honors in the 2025 Makers 
of Change Assistive Technology 
Challenge, a Valley-wide competition 
engaging more than 100 high school 
teams in STEM, coding, robotics and 
technology design. 

The annual challenge, organized by 
Southwest Human Development, a 
partner of Easter Seals, invites students 
to create real-world assistive technology 
solutions to improve the lives of young 
children with disabilities. This year, 
participants were tasked with develop-
ing a way for a young boy named Levi, 
who has cerebral palsy, to play both 
independently and with his siblings. 

Team members Emma Robescu, 
Stella Vinokur, Sophia Fireman and 
Shriya Tummala researched Levi’s 
needs, learned about his condition, and 
designed an innovative accessible gam-

please see CHALLENGE on page 32
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complete a tax credit form or donate 
online at https://bit.ly/3Ao6nZ7. 
 
Explore kindergarten  
at sneak peek events  

The WESD will host Kindergarten 
Sneak Peek events at 27 of its schools on 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2026. This is a 
chance for families with future kinder-
gartners to join their neighborhood 
school to explore classrooms, meet staff 
and experience firsthand what makes 
WESD a special place to learn and grow. 
Attend one of the informative sessions 
from 9 to 10 a.m. and/or 4:30 to 6 
p.m. On-site registration will also be 
available. Be sure to bring your child’s 
birth certificate, immunization records 
and proof of residency to complete 
enrollment.  

Families of children who will be 5 
by Aug. 31, 2026, should attend, as 
well as families of children who will by 
5 by Dec. 31, 2026 to receive informa-
tion about the Early Kindergarten 
Entrance Program. Learn more at 
www.wesdschools.org. 

Schools receive  
‘A’ letter grades  

The Arizona Department of 
Education (ADE) released the school let-
ter grades for the 2024–25 school year, 
and the WESD celebrated the accom-
plishments of its students and staff. 

The district extended its congratu-
lations to the 11 schools that earned an 
“A” letter grade including three in the 
North Central Phoenix corridor – 
Moon Mountain Elementary School, 
Orangewood School and Royal Palm 
Middle School. Overall, WESD earned 
a district-wide “B” letter grade and 87 
percent of the schools are classified as 
excellent or highly performing. 

The district said, “We are so proud 
of our schools’ dedication to growth 
and educational excellence!” 

To learn more and view a complete 
list of the 2024-25 WESD school letter 
grades, visit www.wesdschools.org/24-
25lettergrades. 
 
Receive tax credits for 
support of WESD schools  

During this season of giving, WESD  
asks residents to consider making a tax 
credit donation to local schools – includ-
ing Desert View Elementary School, 
Maryland School, Moon Mountain 
Elementary School, Mountain View 
School, Orangewood School, Richard E. 
Miller Elementary School, Royal Palm 
Middle School and Sunnyslope School.  

A contribution makes a direct and 
meaningful impact on students by sup-
porting field trips, extracurricular activ-
ities, uniforms, equipment and stipends 
for coaches and sponsors. Best of all, tax 
credit donations can reduce your 
Arizona state tax liability – up to $200 
if filing single or $400 if filing jointly.  

Visit the school’s front office to 

Your Year-End Gift Builds Bright Futures,
One Student at a Time.

A direct, tax-deductible donation

to the Timothy Scholarship Fund allows 

Phoenix Christian to meet urgent tuition 

needs and open doors for more students 

whose families are striving for a better future.

Scan the QR code to give today!
Your donation is deductible

on your 2025 taxes!

1751 W. INDIAN SCHOOL RD.    PHOENIX AZ 85015    602-265-4707    PHOENIXCHRISTIAN.ORG

Students at Madison Highland Prep are working towards achieving industry certifications that 
will prepare them for careers in engineering, robotics and other STEM fields (submitted photo).
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November 30th, December 7th, 14th, 21st

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

2312 E. Campbell Ave. Phoenix, AZ 85016 • (602) 954-9089 • staphx.org

ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30th

Father Steve Kunkel, Pastor
and Father Moreno invite

you to join us this Advent!

Sunday 5pm Candlelight Masses

December 12th, 5:30pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mass and Reception

Holy Day of Obligation
December 8th, 

Mass Times: 6:30am, Noon, 5:30pm

Immaculate Conception of Mary

December 13th, 7:00pm 
Floriani in Concert

December 19th, 6:00pm-8:00pm
Join us in the parish ICT Classroom for light refreshments, 

Bingo, and bring a $15 White Elephant gift.
RSVP to reception@staphx.org

Jingle & Mingle

December 17th, 6:00pm
Penance Service

December 24th: 
2:00pm (by special permission of 

Bishop John Dolan due to construction), 
4:00pm, 7:00pm, and Midnight 

(music begins at 11:30pm)
December 25th: 9:00am & 11:00am

Christmas Mass Schedule

December 3rd, 5:30pm-7:30pm
Evening begins with Mass followed by a talk with 

Fr. Will Schmid: Pilgrimage at the 
Heart of Christian Existence. 

Confessions available. No registration required.

Parish Advent Mission

December 4th, 7:00pm
$10 per person; $30 per family

Tickets available online: staphx.org
or scan the QR Code

Advent Concert
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ing system that would allow him to 
engage in play more freely and joyfully. 
The Access Play team presented their 
prototype before a panel of judges and 
a live audience at the Helios Education 
Foundation, earning top recognition 
for their creativity, engineering, and 
empathy.  

Access Play was the only all-female 
team among the finalists – and this 
marked Xavier’s first year participating 
in the competition. 
 
Open house  
event scheduled 

Valley eighth graders who are inter-
ested in learning more about Arizona 
School for the Arts (ASA), located at 
1410 N. 3rd St., are invited, along with 
their families to an open house event 
Friday, Dec. 5, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Attendees will learn about ASA’s 
rigorous academics, college prep focus 
and performing arts education. During 
the event, families can meet the high 
school teachers, staff and leadership 
team and see what makes ASA an A-
rated experience. 

Learn more by visiting 
https://goasa.org/applynow. 
 
Student-athletes achieve  
state victories 

Congratulations are in order for 
Brophy golf and Brophy swim and dive 
on their AIA Division I State 
Championship victories in November. 

The golf team captured the AIA 
Division I State Championship on 
Nov. 6, finishing 12 strokes ahead of 
Hamilton (549–561). The Broncos 

shot 277 (-11) in the final round, with 
all four scoring golfers finishing in the 
top 10. The win marks the program’s 
11th state title, tying for the most by an 
individual school in state history, and 
the first back-to-back championships 
since 1993–94.  

Two days later, the Swim and Dive 
team secured its 44th state champi-
onship with a state-record 582 points, 
extending its record total and earning 
its second consecutive title. It was also 
the 13th championship under Coach 
Pat O’Neill, capping another dominant 
performance that showcased the team’s 
exceptional depth.  
 
Xavier athletes sign  
Grant in Aid agreements  

Fifteen Xavier student-athletes 
signed their Grant in Aid agreements 
during a November event at Xavier’s 
Virginia G. Piper Performing Arts 
Center. Previously called National 
Letters of Intent, Grant in Aid is a 
financial scholarship for a student-ath-
lete to help pay for college. The Grant 
in Aid can be a full or partial scholar-
ship. According to the NCAA, less than 
2 percent of high school students are 
awarded a college athletic scholarship.  

The student-athletes included 
Isabella Piazza, golf; Bianca Willis, soc-
cer; Chloe Cundiff, soccer; Ivy 
Schuman, soccer; Kyleigh Carr, soccer; 
Nev Herzog, soccer; Olivia Yu, soccer; 
Myriam Lawrence, soccer; Francesca 
Diaz, soccer; Kylie Barr, beach volley-
ball; Kate MacDonald, beach volley-
ball; Vivian Hickman, volleyball; Selah 
O’Connor, volleyball; Allison 
Dunnion, volleyball; and Mattea 
Saunders, volleyball.

CHALLENGE continued from page 30

‘Tis the Season!
HHSHOP ONLINEHH 

purplelizardboutique.com 

Located in Historic Phoenix 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

The Brophy Swim and Dive team won its 44th state championship with a state-record 582 
points, extending its record total and earning its second consecutive title (submitted photo). 
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For more information about these and other properties, contact

Cell: 602-570-2689
Fax: 602-749-6114
www.RodneyCoty.com

Rodney Coty

INVESTOR SER LTOR SERVICES
BUILDER SERVICES  LENDER SERVICES  CCOUNT SERVICING

Erich Reichenberger
Vice President

Maricopa County Sales Manager
14850 N. Scottsdale Rd. Ste 160, Scottsdale AZ 85254

erich.reichenberger@ptaaz.com 
www.pioneertitleagency.com

MEET
YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE 

LOAN ORIGINATOR
JEFF OHM 

PARTNER  |  NMLS #894175

CONTACT ME TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HOME LOAN NEEDS!
E: jeff @forward.loans  |  P: 602-714-0532

W: www.jeff ohm.com

Branch NMLS #2006640 | 555 W Turney Ave, Suite 101 | Phoenix, AZ 85013
Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. 
Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. Forward Holdings, LLC. 
NMLS2006640. 

Top 1% Diamond Club 2012-22
2015-24 Five Star Award/Phoenix Magazine

2016-24 Top 1% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
North Central Resident • 25 years’ experience

WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS, CALL RODNEY COTY

4834 E. Earll Drive • $1,250,000
3 bed, 3 bath, 2G, 2576 SF,  

detached Townhome, complete remodel!

JUST LISTED

525 W. Berridge Lane • $3,200,000
Buyer Represented: 5 bed/4.5 bath,  

6349 SF, 1.4 acres, 3 car garage

SALE PENDING

2409 W. Banff Lane • $422,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 1889 SF, pool, 2 car garage

BUYER REPRESENTED
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Your dream. My Mission.

500 W. Clarendon 
Beautiful Mid-Century Co-op

2425 E. Oregon Ave. 
Gorgeous Colony Biltmore home

NEW PRICE!

$1,179,000 $199,000 

Sam Miller 
ASSOCIATE BROKER 
Multi Million Dollar Producer 
Phoenix Native 
Diamond Club Award Winner 
“Outstanding work ethic!” 
“Tenacious!”

(602) 570-8656 
sam.milleraz@gmail.com

Whether you are BUYING or SELLING, I am with you Every Step of the Way.

The market has changed! Only a full time Realtor®  
can help you navigate this very dynamic market.

NOW C2EX 
Endorsed

JUST LISTED!!

3825 E. Coolidge St. 
Coolidge SOLD Full Price! 

$2,725,000

SOLD

Senior Living 
Classes help you get 
active, stay curious 

Through its Creative Aging classes, 
JFCS (Jewish Family & children’s 
Service) offers a little something for 
every curious mind by encouraging 
adults aged 60 and over to engage, 
move forward and have fun. 
Registration is now open for classes 
beginning in January. 

The winter session of Creative 
Color Art will help participants build 
on drawing skills by exploring charcoal, 
graphite, colored pencil, and pastel. 
Learn how to capture light, texture and 
shadow to add depth and realism to 
artwork. Whether a beginner or a con-
tinuing artist, all materials are provided 
to help you create expressive, high-
impact pieces. The class begins Jan. 5 

In Drums for Life, beginning Jan. 
6, participants will discover the healing 
power of rhythm in this interactive 
drumming series. Perfect for adults of 

all ages, enjoy stress relief, improved 
coordination, and the joy of communi-
ty through percussion. 

Line Dancing gets you moving and 
grooving to favorite country, oldies and 

contemporary tunes. Beginning Jan. 7, 
learn popular line dances like Cowboi 
Boogie, Stayin’ Alive, and Three Little 
Birds. 

Those looking for a relaxing way to 

improve balance, flexibility, and overall 
well-being are invited to sign up for 
Quang Ping Yang Tai Chi workshop, 
which begins Jan. 8. 

Beginning Feb. 2, participants in 
Stage & Story: A Readers Theatre 
Series with Breona Conrad, will study a 
single play to explore acting techniques 
and text analysis, culminating in a live 
performance of selected scenes in 
chronological order. Performed in a 
readers-theatre style, the presentation 
relies on voice, posture, and facial 
expression rather than memorization or 
movement. 

Finally, Move with Adriana – 
Zumba Gold will help participants feel 
fantastic with low-impact dance fitness 
to energizing Latin and international 
rhythms. Perfect for active adults and 
beginners, this class boosts balance, 
flexibility, and coordination. Class 
begins Feb. 17. 

For complete program details or to 
register, visit www.jfcsaz.org/our-ser-
vices/older-adults-services. 
 
HOV honors  
family traditions 

Family traditions enrich the holiday 
season, and for Hispanic families in the 
community, Día de los Muertos is an 
especially meaningful observance, says 
Lin Sue Flood, director of community 
engagement at Hospice of the Valley 

“Though the name translates to 
‘Day of the Dead,’ this cherished 
Mexican holiday is not a morbid occa-
sion. Instead, it is a vibrant celebration 
that honors those we hold dear through 
ofrendas (altars) adorned with photos, 
favorite foods and bright marigolds, 
alongside music and dancing,” she 
added. 

Hospice of the Valley’s New Song 
Center for Grieving Children recently 
held its third annual Día de los 
Muertos event to help families remem-
ber and celebrate their loved ones. The 
free family-friendly event hosted over 
300 attendees and featured a beautiful 
ofrenda, a mariachi band, Mexican folk 
dancers, face painting and food trucks. 
Organizer Dulce Rodriguez noted that 
the event helps reinforce family bonds 
across generations and strengthens cul-
tural identity. 

“This observance affirms that death 
is a natural part of life,” she said. 

Adults aged 60 and older will find a variety of activities available beginning in January 
through the JFCS Creative Aging classes (submitted photo).
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LA SIENA
909 East Northern Avenue, Phoenix

602.814.0506
LaSienaSENIORLIVING.COM

WINTER OPEN HOUSE & HOME TOUR
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12th  •  2-4PM

Join us for seasonal treats, tours of residents’  decorated homes,
and live music by Come Back Buddy.

This is more than a place to live,
it’s a place to come alive.

Discover senior living that creates a space for you. 

Call 602.814.0506 to schedule a tour
or RSVP for our

annual Home for the Holidays event.

SENIOR LIVING, redefined.

AN SRG SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

The Fountain
of YOU.

 GENERATIONS

“Celebrating in this way provides 
immense comfort and helps pass down 
traditions, stories and values to the 
younger generations.” 

Elvia Ramirez, who lost her hus-
band a year ago, said, “New Song sup-
port groups helped a lot because I 
know I’m not alone. I see other people 
going through the same pain and it 
helps me get through my pain.” 

New Song Center offers grief sup-
port groups for children, teens, young 
adults and parents at no cost. Families 
may enroll by calling 480-951-8985 or 
emailing info@newsongcenter.org. 
Looking for support in Spanish? Call 
602-776-6789. 
 
Senior service keeps  
generations connected 

For Kelly Cornelius, owner of 
Home Instead, Home Care Service of 
Scottsdale & Phoenix, there is some-
thing extraordinary about watching 
seven-year-old Everly bound through 
the front door of her 98-year-old great-
grandma Norma’s home. The moment 
she bursts in, two generations light up 
– one full of curiosity and wonder, the 
other radiating joy, pride and wisdom 
earned over nearly a century. 

This simple family moment cap-
tures something profound: the power 
of connection between children and 
older adults, Cornelius says.  

“At Home Instead, we see every day 
how meaningful these relationships 
can be,” Cornelius said. “For seniors, 
time with children brings energy, 
laughter and purpose. For kids, it 
teaches empathy, patience, and respect 
for aging – lessons our world needs 
now more than ever.” 

Cornelius believes these small, 
intergenerational interactions – bak-
ing cookies, sharing stories, or simply 
spending time together – are vital to 
building stronger families and com-
munities. 

“When Everly barges through 
Grandma Norma’s front door, I see dif-
ferent energy and light radiate from 
each of them – it’s a rare and special 
relationship – and proof that love and 
laughter are ageless” she said.  

Cornelius hopes her story inspires 
others to make time for those connec-
tions that remind us all: aging is some-
thing to be honored and celebrated, 
not feared. Residents who would like to 
learn more about services offered 
through Home Instead can find infor-
mation at www.homeinstead.com/808.  

Kids & Families 
Check out Phoenix  
activity centers 

With winter break on the horizon, 
North Central families who are looking 
to keep children engaged and active on 
a budget are invited to explore the pro-
grams offered at city of Phoenix youth 
and activity centers. 

In Sunnyslope, stop by the 
Sunnyslope Youth Center at 1702 W. 
Peoria Ave. The center is the result of 
the Sunnyslope Village Alliance work-
ing with the Phoenix Parks and 
Recreation Department to create a fun 
center for youth 17 and under.  

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 3 to 8 p.m.; Wednesday, 2 to 
8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
the center offers seasonal dance, art, sports 
and educational programs. It is adjacent 
to the Winifred Green Park, complete 
with a full sized basketball court, play-
ground and sports field. Contact the cen-
ter by calling 602-534-5088. 

A little further west is the 
Washington Activity Center at 2240 
W. Citrus Way. Built in 1969, it is a 
multi-generational facility with a full 
size gymnasium, seven activity rooms 
and an auditorium. The center offers a 
wide variety of activities and services to 
the public at a minimal cost, including 
programs for toddlers, youth, 
teenagers, adults and seniors.  

The center sits adjacent to 
Washington Park, which boasts open 
green space and traditional park ameni-
ties (basketball and volleyball court, soft-

Everly shared a moment of connection and 
fun with her Great-grandma Norma on a 
recent visit to the 98-year-old’s home (photo 
courtesy of Kelly Cornelius, Home Instead).
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ball and soccer fields). Young residents 
can sign up for a variety of classes at the 
center with a range of costs – from free to 
$50 for programs and classes and $75 for 
Spring Break Camp (March 16 to 20). 

Annual membership passes to Parks 
and Recreation Department communi-
ty centers and neighborhood recreation 
centers is $20 for Phoenix residents ($5 
for youth age 17 and younger). Day 
passes are available for $1 (youth) and 
$2 (adults). Learn more by visiting 
www.phoenix.gov/parks. 
 

Arts academy opens  
spring registration 

Spring registration at North Central 
Performing Arts opened on Nov. 1, and 
the Valley’s young residents are invited 
to step onto the stage and experience the 
performing arts in a collaborative, cre-
ative environment that is geared towards 
children from pre-K to sixth grade. 

Programs are open to children ages 
4-14, and the spring session will feature 
“Adventures in Candyland” for Musical 

Minis (pre-K to kindergarten); “Willy 
Wonka KIDS” for Rising Stars (first 
through fourth grade); and “The Little 
Mermaid Jr.” for Center Stage (fifth 
and sixth grade). 

Sessions begin in late January and 
run through May, with performances 
the week of May 25-31. All rehearsals 
are held at The Venue Student Center 
at First Christian Church of Phoenix, 
6750 N. 7th Ave. 

In addition, families are invited to 
attend a performance of the fall session’s 
students, who will present “Mary Poppins 
Jr.” and “Annie KIDS,” at the Kroc 
Performing Arts Center Dec. 19-21. 

For additional information, visit 
www.northcentralperformingarts.com. 
 
Free programs help  
Phoenix get fit 

Residents of all ages are invited to 
get a jump on New Year’s resolutions by 
connecting to healthy community 
resources through the city of Phoenix 
FitPHX programs. 

FitPHX is a citywide initiative dedi-
cated to improving health and wellness 
in the region and making Phoenix one 

of the healthiest cities in the nation. The 
initiative connects the community to 
city of Phoenix programs and services, 
promoting all-inclusive health and well-
ness for the mind, body and spirit by 
providing no-cost community programs 
open to all ages, levels, and abilities.  

Programs offered include Morning 
Yoga at Encanto Park Clubhouse, 
2499 N. 15th Ave., held the second 
Saturday of each month from 9-10 
a.m. The final class for 2025 will be 
held Dec. 13. To learn about this pro-
gram, call 602-262-6864 or send an 
email fitphx@phoenix.gov. 

Also available are a variety of free vir-
tual classes that can be accessed at resi-
dents’ convenience. Access to all virtual 
programs is available 24 hours, 7 days a 
week. Programs focus on strength, flow, 
cardio, yoga, movement and more. 

Finally, grab your friends or family, 
head to your local park and look for the 
WalkPHX signs for a self-led walking 
program. WalkPHX walking paths fea-
ture detailed route signage and mileage 
markers to help participants track their 
fitness goals. In the North Central area, 
find paths at Los Olivos Park, North 

Mountain Park, Rose Mofford Sports 
Complex, Steele Indian School Park 
and Washington Park, among others. 

Learn more at www.phoenix.gov/ 
fitphx. 
 
Event explores  
Indigenous culture 

The 48th Annual S’edav Va’aki 
Museum Indian Market (formerly 
known as Pueblo Grande Museum 
Indian Market) takes place on 
Saturday, Dec. 13 and Sunday, Dec. 
14, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 4619 E. 
Washington St. in Phoenix. This cul-
tural event, held outdoors on the cam-
pus of the S’edav Va’aki Museum, 
allows attendees to experience 
Indigenous culture firsthand.  

The market features dozens of 
Native American artists vending fine art, 
crafts and cultural items, as well as main 
stage performances, cultural demonstra-
tor area and food sales. All items sold at 
the Indian Market comply with The 
Indian Arts and Crafts Act (IACA) of 
1990 and are authentic and handmade.  

Call 602-534-2430 or visit 
www.phoenix.gov/svmuseum.
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S O U R C E :  A R M L S  A N D  T H E  C R O M F O R D  R E P O R T
R E F L E C T I N G  S I N G L E  FA M I LY  R E S I D E N C E  F O R  Z I P  C O D E S :
8 5 0 1 2 ,  8 5 0 1 3 ,  8 5 0 1 4 ,  8 5 0 1 5 ,  8 5 0 1 6 ,  8 5 0 1 8 ,
8 5 0 2 0 ,  8 5 0 2 1 ,  8 5 0 2 8

OCTOBER  2025

MARKET
UPDATE

North Central Phoenix

$425.44

$958,809
AVG SALE PRICE
(-4.4% from last month)

AVG SALE PRICE/SQFT
(-2.3% from last month)

81
SOLD DAYS ON MARKET
(same as last month)

SOLD HOMES
(+1.9% from last month)

162

TIME FOR BUYERS TO MAKE AN OFFER!
If you’ve been waiting for the right time
to buy in North Central Phoenix, this is it.
The combination of softened prices and
lower rates rarely lasts long.

Featured Home: 1025 E Morten Ave, Phoenix
5 Beds  |  4 Baths  |  4,215 SQFT  |  $1,900,000
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DEBBIE FRAZELLE
CLHMS | ABR
602.399.8540
Debbiefrazelle.com
dfrazelle@cox.net

A TIMELESS TREASURE ~ CRYSTAL POINT
Priced from $699,000 to $1,600,000

Top 2% of Coldwell Banker Agents

Discover the difference at Crystal Point in Midtown Phoenix. Highrise units offer 
unparalleled views of the city, Camelback Mountain and the Phoenix Mountain 
Preserve. Amenities include an Olympic-sized lap pool, a gym, gas outlets on 

balconies, and guest suites. Available units range from 1,980 sq ft to 3,000+ sq ft.
Call, text, message or email for a private showing!

This Little-Known Secret in the Heart of Phoenix with Timeless Architecture is a Must See!

HO HO HO A CHRISTMAS CONDO FOR YOU!

PHOENIX • 4540 N. 7th St. Suite #1 
602-264-4612 • www.arthurmurrayphoenix.com

Hours: 
1 - 9 p.m. 
Tues.-Fri.; 

10:30 a.m. - 
3 p.m. 
Sat. 

Credit 
Cards 

Welcome

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Countdown to the Holiday Parties
Come dance with the best teachers, build your confidence  

and ease ... and just think of the fun.  
Come on… time to put some joy back into your life!  

Call now for details.

From high school marching bands, dance crews and car enthusiasts to neighborhood 
groups, local leaders and Valley businesses, Phoenix will come together for the 38th annu-
al APS Electric Light Parade on Saturday, Dec. 6 (photo courtesy of city of Phoenix).

Annual parade  
lights up the night 

For more than three decades, the 
APS Electric Light Parade has been an 
event where families, neighborhood 
groups and businesses from across the 
city come together to celebrate the joy 
of the holiday season. For the 38th 
annual parade, which takes place at 7 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6, in North 
Central Phoenix, Make-A-Wish 
Arizona will serve as grand marshal. 

With a theme of “Let It Glow,” the 
free, family-friendly event will begin at 
Central and Montebello avenues and 
head south to Camelback Road, where 
the parade will turn east, travelling to 7th 
Street and continuing south to Indian 
School Road, where the parade ends.  

Beginning at 6 a.m. on the day of 
the parade, street restrictions and clo-
sures will be in place in the surround-
ing area. For information, visit 
www.phoenix.gov/elp.  
 

Explore Medieval fun  
at Faire at the Square 

The Square PHX will host its sec-
ond annual Faire at the Square, a day of 
whimsical fun with food, local vendors 
and medieval-themed entertainment 
and activities, Saturday, Dec. 6. 

The free family-friendly festival fea-
tures a dynamic lineup of interactive 
activities, thrilling demonstrations, and 
engaging community partners, spon-
sored by Visit Phoenix. 

Attendees will have the opportunity 
to immerse themselves in hands-on 
activities, explore local vendors and 
food trucks and connect with Valley 
cultural organizations.  

In addition, join the King and 
Queen from Medieval Times to read an 
enchanting story and participate in 
Junior Knights Training; marvel at our 
friends from the animal kingdom with 
Wild Man Dan; say hello to local 
artists and vendors such as Art by Jalila 
and Dragon Heart Hot Sauce; play in 
the kids’ activity area; wander through 
the Rosson House Museum; have tasty 
treats from Island Boyz Jerk Spot and 
Kabobski; and much more. 

The Square PHX, at 113 N. Sixth 
St., is a striking reminder of the city’s 
vibrant Victorian past. Located on 
Block 14 of the original townsite of 
Phoenix, it dates back to the late 
1800s, and the restored Rosson House 
Museum is its crowning jewel.  

For additional information, visit 
www.thesquarephx.org. 
 

Vocal group brings  
holiday magic to stage 

An a cappella concert by Southwest 
Vocal Alliance will bring the warmth of 
classic carols sung in the Barbershop 
style, the energy of modern holiday hits 
and fresh twists on the songs you know 
by heart, to its “Holiday Magic” sched-
uled for 3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 14 at 
First United Methodist Church, 5510 
N. Central Ave.  
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The “reindeer” will make a return this season as the Orpheus Male Chorus of Phoenix pre-
sents its festive holiday season concert (submitted photo).

Kids 12 and under are free at this 
family-friendly concert; adult tickets 
are $20 online or $25 at the door. 
Proceeds support the group’s mission to 
foster musical education and bring peo-
ple together through the power of har-
mony. Learn more or purchase tickets 
online at www.svabhs.com 
 

Orpheus chorus 
sings the season 

The Orpheus Male Chorus of 
Phoenix invites residents to celebrate the 
season with “Holidays with Orpheus,” a 
festive concert series filled with holiday 
warmth, global carols and timeless clas-
sics. Now in its 97th season, Orpheus 
continues its tradition of bringing com-
munities together through song, this 
year joined by two exceptional guest 
artists: renowned organist Dr. Steven 
Gray and violinist Courtney Pinski.  

This year’s program blends sacred 
works, holiday favorites and playful sur-
prises, including “It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year,” Irving 
Berlin’s Christmas medley, and the audi-
ence-favorite sing-along. And yes – the 

reindeer will be back on the dance floor 
with Greg Gilpin’s lively Holiday Tango. 

In the North Central area, 
Camelback Bible Church will host a 3 
p.m. performance on Saturday, Dec. 6. 
Performances also will be held Dec. 7 
and 13. Tickets range from $20 to $35 
(free for children 12 and under) and are 
available at www.orpheus.org or by 
calling the box office at 602-699-4556. 

Shop and celebrate  
at Phoestivus market  

The famously quirky holiday mar-
ket Phoestivus, presented by 
Community Food Connections, is back 
for its 16th year, and this time with a 
brand-new location and a one-night-
only celebration. 

Holiday shoppers can join the fun on 

Friday, Dec. 12, from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
at the Arizona Center, 455 N. 3rd St., 
for an evening of local shopping, live 
music, food and festive cheer. The annu-
al market brings together more than 175 
vendors offering handmade goods, arti-
sanal gifts and locally grown treats.  

Guests can enjoy live entertainment, 
interactive holiday activities and photo 
opportunities with fan-favorite Phreddie 
the Yeti. Whether checking off a gift list 
or soaking up downtown’s holiday vibes, 
the market is a can’t-miss tradition cele-
brating community and connection.  

As the premier fundraiser for the 
Downtown Phoenix Farmers Market, 
the annual event supports Community 
Food Connections, a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) dedicated to enhancing 
access to nutritious, locally grown food 
in the heart of the city.  

A suggested donation of $5 per per-
son is encouraged at the gate to support 
the Downtown Phoenix Farmers 
Market, but it is not required. The 
event is a family-friendly, all-ages 
event, and dogs are welcome too. Find 
additional details at 
www.phoestivus.com.
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On the Town   
The holiday season has arrived and  

there are lots ways this month to soak 
up the holiday spirit. Whether it is a 
lighted stroll through outdoor wonder-
lands, dance, choir and theater perfor-
mances, or live music at a local venue, 
the season beckons. See you on the 
town in December! 
 
Opera for Lunch 
Dec. 3  
Arizona Opera  
www.azopera.org; 602-266-7464 
 
Drunk Christmas Carol 
Dec. 3 – Jan. 4 
The Rose Theatre at Arizona Center 
www.drunkchristmas.com 
 
Dirty Yachtin’ Scoundrels 
Dec. 4 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981 
 
Santa’s Country Jamboree 
Dec. 5 
Herberger Theater Center 
www.herbergertheater.org;  
602-252-8497 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Las Noches de las  
Luminarias 
Dec. 5-6 
Desert Botanical Garden 
www.dbg.org; 480-941-1225 
 
‘Black Nativity’ 
Dec. 5-14 
Black Theatre Troupe at Helen K. 
Mason Performing Arts Center 
www.blacktheatretroupe.org;  
602-258-8128 
 
‘A Winnie-the-Pooh  
Christmas Tail’ 
Dec. 5-23 
Valley Youth Theatre 
www.vyt.com; 602-253-8188 
 
Jim Martinez: A Charlie  
Brown Christmas 
Dec. 6 
The Nash 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 

Sydney Sprague  
Dec. 6 
Valley Bar 
www.valleybarphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Santa Cecilia 
Dec. 9 
Crescent Ballroom 
www.crescentphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 
Andy Bell of Erasure 
Dec. 9 
The Van Buren 
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641 
 
Daffo 
Dec. 12 
Valley Bar 
www.valleybarphx.com; 602-716-2222 
 
‘The Nutcracker’ 
Dec. 12-14 
Convergence Ballet/ 
Ballet Theatre of Phoenix 
Herberger Theater Center 
www.herbergertheater.org;  
602-252-8497 
 
‘The Nutcracker’ 
Dec. 12-27  
Ballet Arizona 
www.balletaz.org; 602-381-1096 
 
‘Let Your Spirit Sparkle’ 
Dec. 13-14 
Phoenix Gay Men’s Chorus  
at Orpheum Theatre 
www.orpheumphx.com/events 
 
14th Annual Phoenix 
Festival of the Arts 
Dec. 13-14 
Margaret T. Hance Park 
www.phoenixcenterforthearts.org 
 
“Nikki Claus and Merry  
Moose, A Holiday Ballet” 
Dec. 13-14 
DanceMotion Performing Company 
at Madison Center for the Arts 
www.themadison.org;  
602-664-7777 

Bad Cactus Brass Band 
Dec. 14 
The Nash 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
‘Looking Over the  
President’s Shoulder’ 
Thru Dec. 14 
The Phoenix Theatre Company 
www.phoenixtheatre.com;  
602-254-2151 
 
Ghost in the Willow 
Dec. 18 
The Rebel Lounge 
www.therebellounge.com 
 
Shannon and the Clams 
Dec. 19 
Crescent Ballroom 
www.crescentphx.com;  
602-716-2222 
 
‘A Chorale Christmas’ 
Dec. 19-22 
Phoenix Chorale 
www.phoenixchorale.org;  
602-253-2224 
 
The Ellington  
Nutcracker Suite  
Dec. 20 
The Nash 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
‘Yuletide’ 
Dec. 20  
Phoenix Boys Choir at MIM 
www.mim.org; 480-478-6000 
 
‘The Arizona Nutcracker’ 
Dec. 20-21 
Dance Studio 111  
at Madison Center for the Arts 
www.themadison.org;  
602-664-7777 
 
‘Christmas Baroque’ 
Dec. 21-22 
The Phoenix Symphony  
at Orpheum Theatre 
www.phoenixsymphony.org;  
602-495-1999 
 
‘Rudolph the  
Red-Nosed Reindeer’ 
Thru Dec. 22 
Childsplay  
at Herberger Theater Center 
www.childsplayaz.org; 480-921-5700 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘The Muppet  
Christmas Carol’ 
Dec. 23 
Orpheum Theatre 
www.orpheumphx.com/events 
 
Santo Perreo:  
Latin Dance Night 
Dec. 26 
The Rebel Lounge 
www.therebellounge.com 
 
Holidays at the Heard 
Dec. 27-29 
Heard Museum 
https://heard.org; 602-252-8840 
 
‘A Christmas Carol’ 
Thru Dec. 28 
The Phoenix Theatre Company 
www.phoenixtheatre.com;  
602-254-2151 
 
New Year’s Eve:  
All-American Dance Party 
Dec. 31 
The Phoenix Symphony  
www.phoenixsymphony.org;  
602-495-1999 
 
Blues New Year’s Eve 
Dec. 31 
The Rhythm Room 
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981 
 
New Year’s Eve:  
Dennis Rowland &  
Delphine Cortez  
Dec. 31 
The Nash 
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464 
 
ZooLights 
Thru Jan. 16 
Phoenix Zoo 
www.phoenixzoo.org; 602-286-3800 
 

All event dates are current at the time 
of publication. Check with individual 
venues for up-to-date show information. 
Find events throughout the month at 
www.northcentralnews.net/events.
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January 2026

November 2025

December 2025

ONTACT
Saturdays 8a-1p

Wednesdays 9a-1p

uptownmarketaz.com

bo@uptownmarketaz.com

Follow OCATIONHOU
Facebook & Instagram 

@uptownmarketaz
5757 N Central Avenue - Phoenix, 

Arizona 85012

This market would not be possible without the continuous support of the North Phoenix Baptist Church  
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topped with cream cheese icing, bour-
bon caramel dark chocolate drizzle and 
toasted pecans. Customers also can 
order party platters, pies, Buche de 
Noel and other holiday favorites.  

At press time, Curiel hadn’t settled 
on a December special, but past years 
have featured his Joyeux Noel, a red 
velvet cake filled with chocolate 
ganache and peppermint buttercream, 
iced with more peppermint butter-
cream and decorated with chocolate 
macarons and other fancy designs.  

“It’s one of our big-time favorites,” 
he said.  

The Velvet Buttercream, 702 W. 
Camelback Road, Suite 5, is open 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday, 
and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sunday. For 
information, call 602-734-1408 or visit 
www.velvetbuttercream.com. 

 

Dining Briefs 
Sip the season 
at festive events 

Heading into December, residents 
both young and old who may be ready 
for a little seasonal escape will find 
three festive ways to ease their way into 
the holidays. 

First up is Miracle at Floor 13, at 
Floor 13 Rooftop Bar inside the Hilton 
Garden Inn Phoenix Downtown, 15 E. 
Monroe St. The pop-up bar, which 
boasts a holiday oasis featuring over the 
top kitschy, festive décor and a themed 
cocktail menu, launched prior to 
Thanksgiving and runs through Dec. 30.   

Indulge in fan favorites such as the 
Christmapolitan and Snowball Old-
Fashioned, along with new-this-year 
concoctions such as Candy Cane Lane, 
Dancing Sugarplums, Blitzen Barrel and 
Miracle Mouse. Hours are Sunday 
through Thursday, 5-10 p.m., and 
Friday and Saturday, 5 p.m. to midnight. 
The Grinch will be in the house on Dec. 
12, 19 and 22 from 7-10 p.m. Visit 
https://floor13rooftopbar.com/miracle-
bar to book. 

Over at Bitter & Twisted Cocktail 
Parlour, 1 W. Jefferson, Sippin’ Santa 
returns for its seventh year, transform-
ing the space into a tropical holiday 
wonderland filled with rum-soaked 
cheer, festive décor and seasonal cock-
tails. Through Dec. 28, guests can 
book a $15 experience to unlock two 
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Chef-owner Aaron John Curiel spins a petite layer cake on a decorating stand, spreading 
on a smooth layer of frosting at The Velvet Buttercream, his shop at 7th Avenue and 
Camelback Road (photo by Darryl Webb for North Central News).

Café Chat  
Bakery takes cakes  
to new heights 
By Marjorie Rice 

Twenties-era jazz plays in The 
Velvet Buttercream’s small shop as chef-
owner Aaron John Curiel spins a petite 
layer cake on a decorating stand, 
spreading on buttercream in a silky-
smooth layer. The aroma of chocolate – 
cakes baking in the back kitchen – 
wafts through the small shop, filling 
every corner and triggering this choco-
holic into a salivating state.  

Curiel’s culinary roots go back to 
the 1940s, when his great-grandfather 
opened a bakery in Holbrook. Curiel’s 
grandfather came back from the 
Vietnam war and went to work with his 
dad, and eventually he and Curiel’s 
grandmother started adding lunch 
items such as burritos and sandwiches.  

“That side of the business got 
busier and busier, and when my great-
grandfather retired in the early ’70s, my 
grandparents bought the business and 
phased out the bakery side of it and 
turned it into what it is today.” 

That would be Romo’s Café, a 
Holbrook institution, known, among 
other menu staples, for its frybread. 

“My grandfather made it bigger and 
more accessible to a restaurant crowd,” 
Curiel said. “The building is still in the 
family.”  

Curiel, who grew up in Show Low, 
carried on with the family tradition.  

“When you’re close to a restaurant 
it becomes part of your life, and it’s 
fun,” he said. “I started doing culinary 
in high school and when I graduated, I 
wanted to continue going with it. 

There were 24 grandkids, but Curiel 
is the sole professional cook among 
them. “I’m the only one who followed in 
my grandfather’s footsteps,” he said. “I 
think he would have been proud to see 
this place, to see one of his offspring do 
this. When I opened, three years ago, I 
dedicated it to him. My grandmother 
was here for the ribbon-cutting.”  

Curiel also credits Blue Ridge High 
School teacher Kay Shores for encour-
aging his career. “She was so hands-on 
with us, finding kids who wanted to do 
more, to be more, and give us that 
opportunity to continue growing,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, they eliminated 

www.northcentralnews.net

her program. It hurts me to hear that 
because, had I not had that experience, 
I don’t know if I would have been in 
this industry. It’s really frustrating. I see 
what I was able to get out of it, and I 
wish that was something that every-
body could continue with.”   

Curiel went on to culinary school at 
the Art Institute in Phoenix. “I tried to 
do culinary as a whole and I found I 
was better at baking pastry,” he said. 
“That’s what I aimed for.” 

Another mentor was Matt Simon, 
executive chef at Torreon Grille in 
Show Low. “He really took me under 
his wing and showed me the ropes,” 
Curiel said. “I got my work ethic from 
him. Matt taught me design and how 
to do beautiful things.”  

Simon was a stern taskmaster. “One 
time he made me pipe little butter pats 
in squares and every one had to be cor-
rect. If any one was off, he made me 
take them all out and re-start. It only 
took me one time to mess up, and I 
learned. It made me a better chef.” 

His career continued with jobs 
including cake decorating at an 
Albertson’s bakery and a wedding cake 
company in Maryland before moving 
back to Phoenix and back to 
Albertson’s, then Whole Foods and La 
Grande Orange.    

“At Albertson’s, I learned to be real-
ly fast,” he said. “The fastest I ever dec-
orated was one cake every minute and 
20 seconds – and still made it look real-
ly nice.” 

Perfection certainly shows in 
Curiel’s baked goods, with a menu cen-
tered on his six-inch, three-layer cakes, 
which start at $42 and go up with size 
and complexity of design for signature 
cakes.   

While in those early jobs, Curiel 
began working on a concept for his 
own bakery. At age 30 he began visiting 
coffee shops, seeing how they operated, 
getting inspiration, and making cakes 
in his home kitchen.   

A friend convinced him to con-
tribute to the Greater Phoenix Chamber 
of Commerce Festival of Trees in 2017, 
and he put out 500 mini-cupcakes for 
the event, his table decorated with orna-
ments from Goodwill. By the end of the 
event, every cupcake was gone, and 
“people were raving about them,” Curiel 
said. “That put us on the map.”  

He left La Grande Orange and the 
next week COVID hit.  

“It was a blessing and a curse,” he 
said. “Grocery stores stopped doing cus-
tom cake orders, and there I was. We 
went from one or two cake orders every 
week to four or five cakes every day. The 
word started spreading like wildfire.”  

He saved up enough money over 
seven years to open his own shop, a 
small space with a front case filled with 
lemon tarts, ganache tarts, cookies, 
macarons and cupcakes, mini-cakes 
and rolls and other small bites. His 
grandfather’s carrot cake is a favorite, 
along with Scarlett O’Hara, a red velvet 
cupcake with buttercream icing, 
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please see COWBOY on page 44

ing BBQ Belt-inspired, “competition-
level” barbecue with an elevated 
seafood and raw bar program, the 
restaurant represents the next major 
evolution in founder Christopher 
Collins’s culinary journey, and the 
boldest expression yet of his signature 
hospitality philosophy, he said. 

“Cowboy Seafood is the culmina-
tion of everything I’ve learned in my 
career,” Collins said. “It’s two programs 
that Common Ground already does 
exceptionally well, both seafood and 
barbecue, brought together and taken 
to their absolute peak. This is food I 
love to eat, cooked with intention and 
served in a space designed to feel alive.” 

At the eatery, guests will experience 
barbecue smoked over a custom dual-
spit Santa Maria grill and a state-of-
the-art J&R Manufacturing smoker, 
the same Texas-built equipment used 
by some of the nation’s top pitmasters. 
Collins and his culinary team traveled 
to Mesquite, Texas to collaborate with 
J&R’s fourth-generation team, ensur-
ing Cowboy Seafood’s smoke program 
is both authentic and technically pre-
cise. True to his competitive drive, 
Collins plans to take the program on 
the road.  

“We’ll be entering competitions, 
attending festivals, and developing a 
mobile rig for catering and events,” he 
said.  

The restaurant’s signature smoke 
flavor comes from a blend of oak, 
pecan and dried corn husk, a technique 
Collins describes as giving a “sharp, 
bright smoke at the start that fades into 
a long, clean burn.”   

Balancing the barbecue is the 
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hours of holiday magic – including a 
secret Santa gift and unforgettable tiki 
vibes. Walk-ins are welcome, but reser-
vations guarantee a spot.  

This year’s roster of cocktails fea-
tures new creations such as the Coco 
Ho Ho, Frost Bite and Wreck The 
Halls. Beloved returning favorites 
include Jingle Bird, Sugar Plum Mai 
Tai, and the original Sippin’ Santa. 
Find details and book a slot at 
www.bitterandtwistedaz.com/sippin. 

Finally, hop on Platform 18 for a 
cozy 45-minute journey through the 
Rockies, complete with hot cocoa, 
freshly baked cookies and surprise visits 
from Santa every Saturday and Sunday, 
Nov. 29 through Dec. 21.  

Typically a space reserved for high-
end cocktails, Platform 18 hosts this 
seasonal family-friendly event at its sta-
tion in Century Grand, 3626 E. Indian 
School Road, which also houses 
UnderTow and Grey Hen Rx. For 
information or to book, visit www.cen-
turygrandphx.com/platform18. 
 
Cowboy Seafood eyes  
2026 Park Central opening 

The latest concept from Common 
Ground Culinary will bring barbecue 
and premium seafood together in a 
“hospitality-forward dining experience” 
at Park Central next year. 

The team behind The Collins Small 
Batch Kitchen, Grassroots Kitchen & 
Tap, The Macintosh and The 
Neighborly, Common Ground 
Culinary announced in November that 
its newest concept, Cowboy Seafood, is 
coming to the Midtown Phoenix spot 
in 2026.  

A first-of-its-kind restaurant pair-

AlturaPeak

Luxury Remodel
offered at $5,300,000
6012 sq ft | 1+ acre | 5 beds
6 baths | 3 car garage | wine room

3135 E Palo Verde Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85016

Meets
Functionality

Life
Elevated

The

Live Your

Stunning Design

contactusto
seeinperson Chris&JenTaege

480.619.7686

The rooftop bar at Hilton Garden Inn will once again host its holiday-themed cocktail pop-
up, running through Dec. 30 and featuring a seasonal cocktail menu (submitted photo).
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still feels special,” he said. “Poolboy is 
built to be that third space and a spot 
where you can grab a margarita, hang 
out on the patio and feel like you’re 
somewhere completely different.”  

Poolboy Taco is expected to open this 
month. Guests can follow @poolboytaco 
on Instagram or visit www.poolboyta-
co.com for updates and information. 
 
Farmers market celebrates  
the holiday season 

With the holiday season kicking 
into high gear, the Uptown Farmers 
Market is ready to help residents pre-
pare with two special holiday markets. 

Currently open on Wednesdays (9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.) and Saturdays (8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.) at North Phoenix Baptist 
Church, 5757 N. Central Ave., the 
market will hold Saturday holiday mar-
kets and Dec. 13 and 20. The market 
will also be open the Saturday after 
Christmas, Dec. 27, for those prepping 
to ring in the new year. 

Shoppers will find everything from 
pantry essentials, bakery items and 
sweets, fresh fruits and vegetables and 
vegan offerings, beef, fish and other 
meat products, health items, coffee, tea 
and other beverages and artisan gifts 
perfect for holiday giving. 

In addition, residents should be 
aware of two Saturday closures for 
upcoming parades, which are staged at 
the church – Dec. 6, for the APS 
Electric Light Parade, and Jan. 3 for the 
Fiesta Bowl Parade. 

For additional information about 
vendors and upcoming Uptown 
Farmers Market events, visit 
www.uptownmarketaz.com. 

Chula announces special  
at Uptown location 

Diners looking for shrimp tacos can 
catch a fresh batch every Tuesday at 
Chula Seafood Uptown Phoenix, 100 
E. Camelback Road, Suite 172. 

The Shrimp Tacos Dorados dish 
features two crunchy tacos stuffed with 
chopped shrimp, diced tomato, onion, 
red bell pepper, poblano and garlic, all 
topped with crispy iceberg lettuce and 
fresh tomato. The tacos are accompa-
nied by a cup of tortilla soup made 
with tomato, guajillo, ancho chiles and 
onion, topped with crema, queso fres-
co, tortilla strips and cilantro. The cost 
is $21 (plus tax and gratuity). Guests 
can add a frozen margarita to the mix 
for $10. 

Coming in the second quarter of 
2026, diners will find a fourth Valley 
Chula location when the brand opens a 
new space at the Arizona Center, 455 
N. 3rd St., Suite 1180, in downtown 
Phoenix. Chula Seafood Downtown 
will feature a full bar, fresh and unique 
seafood selections and specials, much 
like its sister locations in Uptown 
Phoenix, South Scottsdale and North 
Scottsdale.  

Contact the Uptown location at 
602-354-3599 or visit www.chula 
seafood.com for additional informa-
tion.  
 
Salt & Straw opens  
at Uptown Plaza 

Ice cream brand Salt & Straw opened 
a new scoop shop in North Central’s 
Uptown Plaza, 100 E. Camelback 
Road, Suite 104, on Nov. 7. The shop 
is the brand’s third Arizona location. 

The founders, cousins Kim and Tyler 
Malek, say that the shop puts a spin on 
the traditional ice cream experience by 
using the treat as a medium for story-
telling and connection: “At the core of 
each artfully created flavor is a story about 
a local purveyor, farmer or artisan who 
helped bring it to life,” the owners said. 

Head ice cream maker and co-
founder Tyler Malek created a menu of 
13 classic, always-available flavors, 
including Sea Salt Caramel Ribbons, 
Honey Lavender, Arbequina Olive Oil, 
and Chocolate Gooey Brownie. Beyond 
its menu mainstays, the monthly rotat-
ing menu series invites guests to 
explore new ideas and ingredients by 
highlighting regional partnerships and 
culture moments, in unexpected and 
delicious ways.  

Saltwater Saint Raw Bar, an evolving 
in-house concept within Common 
Ground Culinary’s portfolio. This full 
raw bar will feature oysters, shrimp, 
pokes and sushi rolls, alongside eight 
fresh cuts of fish, daily prepared grilled, 
pan-seared, broiled, or blackened.  

The space is designed in collabora-
tion with Ideation Design Group and 
developed with Plaza Company, to cre-
ate a 5,000-square-foot space they hope 
captures both the rugged charm of a 
Southern smokehouse and the fresh-
ness of a coastal eatery. The interior 
blends raw wood textures with blue-
and-white tile, glass and neon signage. 

Among its distinctive design ele-
ments: an eight-foot taxidermied 
swordfish wearing a cowboy hat will be 
visible through the Central Avenue-fac-
ing window, an emblem of the restau-
rant’s playful duality. Inside, guests can 
gather at a 12-seat community table, a 
22-seat island bar, or booth-lined din-
ing areas that accommodate 80 guests 
indoors and another 80 on the patio. 

Visit www.cowboyseafood.com for 
more information. 
 
New taco shop promises  
‘escapist lounge’ energy 

Poolhouse Group, the family 
behind Gadzooks Enchiladas & Soup 
and The Green Woodpecker, will give 
their popup and food festival favorite a 
brick-and-mortar home of its own this 
December, when Poolboy Taco opens 
in the former Camelback Gadzooks, 
which closed Nov. 8. 

Born from a chalkboard brain-
storming session in 2014, the Poolboy 
Taco was created by brothers Aaron 
and Jared Pool. The new restaurant, 
located at 4031 E. Camelback Road, 
reimagines the 1950’s-era quick-service 
experience with a “cheeky, design-for-
ward vibe that blends festival energy 
with midcentury, poolside nostalgia.” 
With interiors conceived in collabora-
tion with local design firm House of 
Form, owners describe the space as “a 
refined, escapist taco lounge where 
indulgence meets irony, where Slim 
Aarons meets Palm Springs.” 

Guests will be met with pastel 
neons, terrazzo flooring, brass accents, 
and sculptural banquettes that channel 
both retro diners and poolside cabanas. 
Expect cushy red vinyl banquettes, ter-
razzo tables, playful murals, and a PHX 
heart wall installation. A golden seal 

sculpture serves as a tongue-in-cheek 
mascot, while outside, a cabana-style 
patio lined with hedges and striped 
seating creates a breezy extension of the 
dining room.  

At just over 2,100 square feet, the 
space will seat 45 to 55 guests, split 
between the interior lounge and dining 
areas and the outdoor patio. The 
kitchen has been enclosed in glass, giv-
ing diners a glimpse of the action. 
Ordering takes place at a new counter, 
accented with brass rails, striped fronts, 
and a retro marquee. Drinks, including 
frozen cocktails, margaritas and draft 
beer, are picked up at the counter and 
enjoyed in branded 32-ounce cups, 
designed to be collectible.  

The menu builds from the taco that 
started it all: the Poolboy Taco, also 
known as the “festival taco,” which has 
won multiple awards. Offered in both 
soft and crunchy versions, it will be 
joined by options including a beef taco, 
a breakfast taco, nachos, a composed 
enchilada, a salad and a bowl option. 
The eatery will also feature a Taco of the 
Month program, designed to showcase 
collaborations with other local chefs, 
and limited-time creations. A salsa bar, 
featuring five house salsas ranging from 
pico de gallo to habanero, offers explo-
ration. For dessert, the restaurant will 
rotate cake varieties including carrot 
and German chocolate, alongside sea-
sonal specialties that build on the Pool 
family’s tradition of craveable sweets.  

For Aaron Pool, this new perma-
nent location fills a gap in the area din-
ing landscape.   

“People here want a place that’s fun, 
social, and not overly expensive, but 

COWBOY continued from page 43

At the new 5,000-square-foot Cowboy Seafood at Park Central, the Common Ground 
Culinary design team aims to capture both the rugged charm of a Southern smokehouse 
and the freshness of a coastal eatery (photo courtesy of Ideation Design Group).
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The monthly rotating menus tell 
the stories of artisans, farmers and sea-
sonal food moments. For example, in 
keeping with the brand’s ethos of 
championing local culinary players, for 
its November opening, the shop 
debuted an Arizona-exclusive flavor in 
collaboration with Chef Lawrence 
Smith from Phoenix’s acclaimed Chilte 
– the Mole de Novia with Brown 
Butter Plantains, featuring brown but-
ter plantains and mole novia white 
chocolate fudge. Follow the shop on 
social media to see what new flavors are 
on the horizon. 

The Uptown Plaza shop is open 
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit www.saltandstraw.com. 
 
Restaurant group serves  
up holiday cheer  

Fox Restaurant Concepts is serving 
up holiday cheer across its family of 
restaurants with limited-time menus, 
handcrafted festive cocktails and cele-
brations made for every occasion.  

Doughbird makes holiday dining 
effortless with festive to-go offerings. 
For Christmas Eve, the eatery offers 
Prime Rib To-Go, complete with horse-
radish dauphinoise potato, broccolini 
and caramelized onion, Caesar salad, 

peppercorn thyme au jus and butter-
scotch cream cake. Orders will be 
accepted Dec. 3 through 23, with pick-
up available Dec. 24. For New Year’s 
Eve, pre-orders open Dec. 26 with 
pickup available Dec. 31. To order, 
visit the online ordering or catering site 
at www.eatdoughbird.com.  

From Nov. 28 to Dec. 31, Blanco 
Cocina + Cantina is shaking up the 

holidays with limited-time cocktails 
and its popular Margarita Trees, perfect 
for sharing and celebrating. Guests can 
enjoy festive cocktails like Primo 
Eduardo’s Eggnog, with holiday spiced 
Tincup bourbon, eggnog, cream, nut-
meg and cinnamon dust; and Don 
Juan’s Spiced Cider, with 1800 
Reposado tequila, honey whiskey, chai 
leaf, pressed apples, Mexican cinnamon 

and roasted five spice, among others. 
Find them at Biltmore Fashion Park. 
Visit www.blancococinacantina.com. 

The Henry will feature a lineup of 
signature holiday cocktails at both its 
Arcadia and Uptown Phoenix locations 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. 30. For a limited 
time, guests can enjoy festive offerings 
like the Whiskey & Doughnuts, with 
Tincup bourbon, sweet vermouth and 
spiced apple, or the Spiced Pear 
Cosmopolitan, made with Belvedere 
vodka, St. George pear liqueur, cran-
berry reduction and lime. Visit 
www.thehenryrestaurant.com. 

For those seeking light and bal-
anced fare amid the festivities, Flower 
Child will offer fresh, flavorful dishes 
during the busiest time of year. New 
additions this season include, the 
Green Chile Beef Colorado Bowl, with 
jasmine rice, avocado, cilantro, radish 
and pico de gallo; Fall Ingredient Salad, 
with butternut squash, roasted Brussels 
sprouts, organic apple, toasted grains, 
cauliflower, cranberry, pecan and maple 
miso vinaigrette; and others, all avail-
able for a limited time. Seasonal 
favorite, Pumpkin Muffins will also be 
available for the remainder of the year. 
Find them in Arcadia and Uptown. 
Visit www.iamaflowerchild.com. 

 FOOD FOR THOUGHT

LEATHER FURNITURE CARE 
Your Leather Looking Shabby? 

Cat, Dog Scratches, Dry, Fading? 
 

“IT CAN LOOK NEW AGAIN” 
We carry raw local honey! 

602-248-7862 
UDDER FINERY LEATHER CARE 

ESTABLISHED 1970

WoM Tree Care, LLC
602-206-2784 

Best Value in  
Skilled Pruning for Your Garden

Doug Banfelder 
Experienced & Insured 
dougbanfelder@gmail.com

Phoenix  
Scottsdale 

Paradise Valley 

Ryan’s Removal 
Oleander, Tree and Stump Removal 
Dirt • Concrete • Hauling • Delivery 

Lot Clearing • Pool Removal 
Insured - Bonded 

Call for free esitmate 

602-451-6120 
ryansremoval@gmail.com 

oleanderremoval.com 

MEDINA’S
L A N D S C A P I N G

Luis
602.486.5574

CALL NOW!
FREE ESTIMATE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS • IRRIGATION INSTALL & REPAIR
SOD INSTALLATION • LANDSCAPE LIGHTING • PAVERS

TREE REMOVAL • TRIMMING & PRUNING • TREE PLANTING

Please call or text Please call or text 
for a free estimate.for a free estimate.

We are here for all your We are here for all your 
landscaping needs!landscaping needs!

Patti’s Pampered Pets
Pet Service 

Feed • Play • Groom • Scoop 
Experience with dogs, cats, birds, turtles 

Spot feedings or pet/house sitting, overnights 
Flexible hours, days, holidays available 

References, Background checked 
Call or email for rates! 

623-326-8707 
pattiaguilar72@gmail.com

Adding to its variety of classic, always-available flavors, ice cream brand Salt & Straw, now 
open at Uptown Plaza, will feature a monthly rotating menu of tasty treats that focus on local 
connections (submitted photo).
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746 E. Dunlap • Phoenix, AZ • 85020

Is your house ready for a makeover?
Building your dream house?

We can help!

602.508.0800
www.liwindow.com

• Replacement  windows
• New Construction windows
• Multi-Slide – Bi-folding doors                             
• Entry, French and Patio doors
• Barn doors & Hardware
• Interior Doors and Trim
• Window coverings and shutters

Stop by our new showroom: 4454 E. Thomas Road
ROC #179513

WINDOWS/DOORS

Chairs • Pillows • Slipcovers • Patio Cushions

Serving the Valley since 1990

A. J. Birdwell 
Plumbing 

602-274-4121
Water • Sewers • Water Heaters 

 Repairs are our Specialty!! 

NO TRAVEL CHARGES • FREE ESTIMATES
ROC # 0457777 • Licensed • Bonded

Read our Yelp reviews!
ROC # 299666

xtra Mile
CompaCompany

Painting
Mention this ad 

and receive

20% OFF
all interior and 
exterior work

“Going the extra mile in 
service, craftmanship 
and cleanliness.”

We also do 
kitchen cabinets! 

FREE written 
estimates in 24 

hours!
Call us today at 

602.521.2662
www.extramilepaintingaz.com

Our painters 
paint with pride! 

602.690.3111
OFFICE@CLWPLUMBING.COM

1943 W. NORTH LANE, SUITE 8 | PHOENIX, AZ 85021
WWW.CLWPLUMBING.COM | ROC265095 K-77

SPRINKLER/LANDSCAPE 
INSTALLATION-REPAIRS 

DESIGN/BUILD • LIGHTING 
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

602-292-5657 

Doug Fleming, Owner                         ROC # 098462

Law Offices 

William W. Black, PC 
accident injury | wrongful death

If you refer a client, you will receive  
$200 as a thank-you! 

Call or reach out through our website for details. 

(602) 274-7000 
www.AccidentLawyersArizona.com 

5225 N. Central Ave., Suite 101 • Phoenix, AZ  85012

• Affordable 
• Dependable 
• Experienced 
• Honest 

Text or call Maritza 
602-507-5475 
(Text preferred, please)

Get 50% off your first order!  
Code: 50%1st

For all your  
printing needs 
480-967-2180

Put your ad here! 
Call 

North Central News  
at 

602-277-2742 
to find out how!

http://www.AccidentLawyersArizona.com
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Imagine your home, totally organized!
Custom Closets | Garage Cabinets | Home Offices | Laundries | Wall Units | Pantries | Wall Beds | Hobby Rooms and more...    

   

40% Off
Plus Free 

Installation

1 %PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA

 MONTH
SPECIAL FINANCING

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for 
details. Not available in all areas.

Call for a free in home design consultation 

closetsbydesign.com
R
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ROC 057434 
ROC 072088 

Licensed 
Bonded  
Insured

Serving  
the Valley  
since 1978 

Merry Christmas     & Happy Holidays!

602-944-3658

Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Master Suites  • Additions 

Second Stories 
Windows & Doors 
Gut Renovations

Call us today for a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!Custom  

Remodeling

www.kirkdevco.com


