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Day care provides safe,  
fun activity for elders  

Lives are busy and hectic cities can lead to a sense 
of isolation. And while many see the issues that neg-
atively impact their neighborhoods, they may ask, 
“What can one person do about it?” and move on. 
The argument can be made, however, that by joining 
with others, residents can not only address those 
issues, but find community as well.  

Community is about more than just 
proximity – it is about what people create 
in that shared space; it is about connec-
tion and concern for a broader well-
being. That requires trust, and neighbor-
hood organizations can be that jumping-
off point. 

“We provide a platform for sharing 
perspectives, grounding conversations in 
facts, and turning concern into informed 
action,” said Stacia Hurst, founder of 
PHX LUV. “When people feel heard and 
informed, disengagement fades. Apathy 
gives way to curiosity. Division softens 
when neighbors are given the opportuni-
ty to learn from one another and focus on 

Caring for a loved one who is not safe at home 
alone is exhausting. Just ask Diane (no last name to 
protect her husband’s privacy), whose husband is 
increasingly frail and often confused. The one-time 
CEO of a global company is the “love of my life, but 
he is wearing me out,” said his wife of 50 years. She 
is an RN and said, “I need to work and I want to 
work, to keep my sanity. But I can’t leave him alone.”  

Diane spoke with a North Central neighbor and 
learned about Desert Mission Adult Day Health Care 
at the HonorHealth John C. Lincoln Medical Center 
campus – and called to set up a visit.  

“I want him to live at home with his family, but 
we are needing some help,” she said.   

Adult day care was a novel concept back in the 
mid-80s, when it was set up to offer respite care to 
employees’ family members. It was so successful that 
John C. Lincoln Hospital (now HonorHealth) lead-
ership expanded its mission to offer care to the com-
munity, and it was the first state-licensed adult day 
care program in Arizona.    

Since then, its staff and volunteers have offered 
respite care to hundreds of participants so their care-
givers can take care of themselves as well as their 
loved ones as they live longer and want or need to 
stay in their own homes.   

please see DAY CARE on page 8

The Norton 
Vista 
Neighborhood 
Association 
brings neigh-
bors together 
for events – like 
this personal 
protection work-
shop, movies in 
the park and the 
annual 13th 
Street Trick-or-
Treat – that help 
create a safer, 
stronger and 
healthier com-
munity (submit-
ted photo).
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shared truths rather than assumptions. Neighborhood 
organizations help fight apathy and bridge division 
by creating trusted spaces where people can speak, lis-
ten, and learn together.”  

PHX LUV is a neighborhood organization, 
founded on Valentine’s Day in 2019, that serves the 
area of North 7th Street to North 12th Street, East 
Cochise Drive to East Mountain View Road. It is 
comprised of neighbors who “wish to promote the 
exchange of resources and information that deters 
crime and secures the community through the devel-
opment of partnerships with fellow neighborhood 

please see COLLECTIVE on page 6
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55 E Pierson St. | Phoenix, AZ 85012
Southern Colonial with 1939 Craftsmanship

$1,100,000

7252 N Central Ave | Phoenix, 85020
Rare Phoenix Gem Built in 1900

$1,650,000

516 W Lawrence Rd | Phoenix, 85013
Rare North Central Gem in Quiet Cul-de-sac

$1,599,000

136 W Granada Rd | Phoenix, 85003
Adobe Brick Home in Willo Historic District

$769,000

5555 E Turquoise Ave | Paradise Valley, 85253
On Quiet Street in Gated Singletree Ranch

$2,375,000

5038 E Earll Dr | Phoenix, 85018
Arcadia Osborn Gem in Prime Location

$1,100,000

12770 N 145th Way | Scottsdale, 85259
In Exclusive, Gated Hidden Hills Community

$1,550,000

1450 E Bethany Home Road #8 | Phoenix, 85014
Light-filled Condo in Prime Uptown Location

$379,000

6620 N 13th St | Phoenix, AZ 85014
Charming Home with Character on Quiet Street

$1,150,000

5225 N. CENTRAL AVE |  PHOENIX, AZ 85012 | 602.903.7220 | THECANIGLIAGROUP.COM

TEAM: STEVE CANIGLIA / CHRISTIAN
LOPEZ / ERIK JENSEN / DANA
ZAZUETA / SAMANTHA CHILES

PROUDLY SERVING
OUR BELOVED CentralNorth WITH DEEP NEIGHBORHOOD ROOTS + LOCAL KNOWLEDGE.1983COMMUNITY, SINCE
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As I write this, I am still reflecting 
on the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., 
whose birthday was recognized on Jan. 
19. Among the many quotes attributed 
to him making the rounds that day, this 
one resonated 
with this month’s 
cover story: “If I 
cannot do great 
things, I can do 
small things in a 
great way.” 

For the story, 
we reached out to 
the various neighborhood groups in the 
North Central area and asked about 
their wins and challenges in 2025 and 
what projects they are working on in 
2026. Despite a broad diversity of peo-
ple in these neighborhoods, the leaders 
who responded all expressed a similar 
sentiment in describing their work. 
Stacia Hurst, founder of PHX LUV, 

From the Editor summed up this way, “Different back-
grounds, experiences, ages and perspec-
tives come together around a shared 
goal: caring for the place we call home.” 

Small actions add up and can gen-
erate big changes. Something as basic as 
picking up trash in your neighborhood 
can help instill a sense of pride – others 
will take notice and join your efforts. 
We will feature more from our North 
Central neighborhood organizations in 
our March issue.  

Also, this month, you will find 
more news from our North Central 
neighbors, businesses and schools, 
along with places to eat and drink, our 
adorable pet of the month, and a wide 
variety of things to do in Phoenix.  

Finally, we encourage you to reach 
out if there is a great North Central story 
that you feel needs told. In the mean-
time, we hope you enjoy our February 
issue. Until next month, all my best, 

Kathryn M. Miller 
Editor, North Central News 

 LARGEST LUXURY  LARGEST LUXURY 
APPLIANCE DEALER APPLIANCE DEALER 

IN ARIZONAIN ARIZONA

2102 E. Camelback Rd. • 602-457-4770

WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION
OF LUXURY BRANDS

$999

WASHER
• 3.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• 8 Wash Cycles
• 3 Temperature Settings
• Dual Action Agitator
NTW4501XQ
CLOSEOUT
DRYER
• Super Capacity
• Multiple Drying Cycles
• Automatic Dryness 

Control
NED4500VQ
CLOSEOUT$419$419

EACHEACH

MESA SHOWROOM | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 
AHWATUKEE | 4601 E. Ray Rd. | Phoenix | 480-777-7103 

NEW ARROWHEAD RANCH | 7760 W. Bell Road | 623-487-7700 
GILBERT Santan Village | 2711 S. Santan Village Pkwy | 480-366-3900 

GLENDALE | 10220 N. 43rd Ave | 602 504-2122 
GOODYEAR | 1707 N. Litchfi eld Rd | 623-930-0770 

RECONDITION CENTER | 160 East Broadway | 480-615-1763 
SCOTTSDALE | 14202 N. Scottsdale Rd. | 480-991-7200 

SCOTTSDALE/PHOENIX | 13820 N. Tatum Blvd. | 602 494-0100 
MESA CLEARANCE CENTER | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 

MESA | 5141 S. Power Rd. | 480-988-1917 
NOW OPEN - BILTMORE | 2102 E. Camelback Rd. | 602-457-4770

$499$499

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 
• Humidity 

Controlled 
Crisper Drawers

• Top Freezer
• Modern Design
FRTE1622AS
Stainless Steel

WASHER
• 12 Wash Cycles
• QuickWash
• Presoak
• Deep Water Wash
 WTW4915EW  CLOSEOUT

DRYER
• 5.9 Cu.Ft.
• 12 Drying Cycles
• 4 Temperature Settings

• Wrinkle Shield 
Option
WED4995EW   
CLOSEOUT $999$999

STAINLESS 
STEEL 23 
CU. FT. 
SIDE BY 
SIDE
• Deli Drawer
• Crisper 

Shelves
• LED Lighting
FFSS2314QS
CLOSEOUT

$479$479
EACHEACH$429$429

WAREHOUSE SELL-OFF

65”65”

65” 4K LED SMART TV 
• Motion Rate 240
• Bluetooth
• Wi-Fi
 UN65U8000

PRESIDENT’S DAYPRESIDENT’S DAY Sale!Sale!
This President’s Day Sale at Spencers means SAVINGS! And No One Sells for LESS, This President’s Day Sale at Spencers means SAVINGS! And No One Sells for LESS, 

Delivers as FAST, Gives you more CHOICES! Or takes care of you BETTER!Delivers as FAST, Gives you more CHOICES! Or takes care of you BETTER!
NO MATTER WHERE YOU SEE IT, READ IT, OR HEAR IT, SPENCERS ALWAYS HAS A LOWER PRICE! 

WE GUARANTEE IT EVERY DAY. IT’S LIKE HAVING A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS!
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Chris & Jen Taege
602-663-0174
Call us to begin your 5 Star Experience

626 E Northview Ave
$470,000
2 bed 2 bath 1450 sq ft.
Beautiful North Central
townhome sold in Coming Soon

30508 N 64 Stth

$2,999,500
5 bed 5 bath 5653 sq ft.
Custom-built desert sanctuary on
an acre lot

3135 E Palo Verde Dr
$5,300,000
5 bed 6 bath 6012 sq ft.
Architectural remodel with
stunning Biltmore & Paradise
Valley views

SOLD

SOLD

ALTA VISTA PARK

VALLEYLIFE
is a non-profit organization that provides programs and services 

to men, women, and children with developmental disabilities.

Full Time 
and Part 

Time 
Caregivers 

Needed!
We are currently looking for caregivers to work  
in group homes throughout Glendale, Phoenix,  
Peoria and Scottsdale. Must pass background 
check and have a valid Arizona driver’s license.
Please apply at www.valleylifeaz.org

Fall in Love  Fall in Love  
with Your New Career!with Your New Career!

The 2026 Historic Willo Home Tour in Downtown Phoenix will offer the opportunity to 
explore 12 unique homes representing a variety of architectural styles and even a historic 
firehouse museum (photo courtesy of Willo Neighborhood Association).

Explore Willo at 
home tour event 

Residents are invited to the Historic 
Willo Neighborhood on Sunday, Feb. 
15, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., for an opportu-
nity to travel back in time. The 37th 
Annual Historic Willo Home Tour will 
offer guests a chance to visit the interi-
ors of more than a dozen unique homes 
representing a variety of architectural 
styles and a historic firehouse museum. 

Located between Thomas and 
McDowell roads from 1st to 7th avenues, 
Willo was one of the first historic suburbs 
to rise from undeveloped agricultural 
land in the 1920s, organizers said.  

“One of Phoenix’s oldest and most 
beautiful neighborhoods, Willo is now 
part of the core of Central Phoenix with 
all the amenities, culture and communi-
ty the area has to offer,” the Willo 
Neighborhood Association said. “Visit 
us, stroll along our palm-lined streets 
and soak up the rich history of Phoenix’s 
past. The Willo neighbors, a tight-knit, 
supportive community, are eager to wel-
come and show you around.” 

The event has a nationwide pres-
ence, with visitors traveling from sever-
al states to enjoy the historic charm and 
preservation efforts of the Willo 
Neighborhood in Downtown Phoenix. 
In addition to the tour, a Street Fair 
will feature over 150 local vendors 
offering hand-crafted goods, jewelry, 
antiques, local artwork, a classic car 
show and a selection of food trucks. 
There will also be live entertainment 
throughout the day with local Arizona 
musicians at both the main stage and at 
every home on tour.   

Trolleys will circulate the streets of 
Willo, making it easy for guests to visit  
the homes. The event also includes a 
Saturday night Twilight Tour, Feb. 14, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Willo Home Tour 
tickets are $30 and can be purchased at 
www.willophx.com or on site at 301 W. 
Holly. More information can be found 
on the Willo Neighborhood Events 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ 
willoneighborhoodevents.  
 

Head to Melrose  
for annual Street Fair 

The annual M7 (Melrose on 7th 
Avenue) Street Fair has been changed 
from the first Saturday in March to the 
last Saturday in February. Held for 
more than 20 years and hosted by the 
Seventh Avenue Merchants Association, 
the 2026 event is scheduled for Feb. 28, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

This annual one-day event spans 
more than a half mile in the heart of 
Phoenix’s Melrose District on 7th 
Avenue from Indian School to 
Campbell Avenue.  The event is free to 
the public and features over 200 local 
and independent artisans, food trucks, 
live musicians, a farmer’s market, a kids 
zone, a craft beer garden and all the 
local businesses along 7th Avenue. 

Attendees also can enjoy the ever-
popular Classic Car Show (formerly 
Chester’s Classic Car Show) that wel-
comes over 100 classic, antique and 
vintage cars, trucks and hot rods. Best 
yet, the event is dog friendly.  

For information, visit www.seven-
thavenuemerchantsassociation.com/eve
nts-on-melrose.
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Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-5PM | Fri 8:30AM-4PM | Sat 9:00AM- PM
4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018 

602.508.0800 | liwindow.com

Be Cool 
With New 
Windows 
& Doors!!

Over 20+ years’ experience 
Free Estimate 

Save on energy costs 

BUY LOCAL AND SAVE UP TO $1500
New Construction or Replacement 

windows and doors

By Mark Jacobson
Las琀 ng Impressions Owner 

At Lasting Impressions, we realize that homeowners 
have a choice when it comes to window and door 
companies. They may ask themselves why they 

would choose Lasting Impressions for their project?
The answer is more than 90% of our business comes 

from repeat or referral business. We take great pride in 
taking care of our customers and treating them like family.

As a family-owned company for over 25 years in 
business, with an outstanding reputation, homeowners 
can trust that Lasting Impressions will deliver superior 
customer service they should expect.

Stop by our interactive showroom for the latest trends 
in windows, doors and hardware. We have established a 
window company with a diff erence, off ering high-quality 
products with professional, in-house installation at a 
competitive price. We are a full-service shop off ering the 
following brands: Andersen, Milgard, Weather Shield, Velux, 
Titan security doors, Schlage, Kwikset and Emtek hardware.

Lasting Impressions
Looking to change your view? 
We can help!

Stop by and see what’s trending now. Showroom at 4454 E. 
Thomas Road, Phoenix. (Las琀 ng Impressions/Submi琀 ed)

SERVICES WE PROVIDE
• Replacement windows
• New construc琀 on windows
• Mul琀 -side, stacking, pocket and bi-folding doors
• Entry, French and pa琀 o doors
• Barn Doors and hardware
• Interior doors and trim
• Velux skylights and sun tunnels
• Security doors and retractable screens
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organizations and city departments,” 
Hurst said. And it is just one of more 
than 600 neighborhood organizations 
registered with the City of Phoenix 
Neighborhood Services Department 
that can be found online, along with 
other resources, at www.phoenix.gov/ 
administration/departments/nsd/get-
involved.html. 

“LUV is an acronym for leadership, 
unity, volunteerism,” she added. “We 
build community through public safe-
ty, art, and civic engagement. Our 
neighborhood was originally a block 
watch formed in 2008; what began as a 
traditional block watch has grown into 
a people-powered network focused on 
crime prevention, environmental stew-
ardship, neighborhood pride, and civic 
engagement.”  

The group meets quarterly at North 
Mountain Visitors Center or 
Sunnyslope Village Alliance – meeting 
dates are posted online at 
www.phxluv.com/blockwatch. 

In the past year, PHX LUV focused 
on visible, hands-on wins that improved 
safety and strengthened community 
ties, including organizing neighbor-
hood cleanups in streets, alleys, washes, 
and along North Mountain Park; sup-
porting crime prevention through edu-
cation, reporting coordination, and 
neighbor awareness; and hosting and 
supporting community events that 
brought residents together outdoors. 

The group is comprised of diverse 
neighbors who share at least one thing 
in common: they care deeply about 
where they live. 

“What makes Sunnyslope special 
isn’t just the landscape, it’s the people 
who refuse to give up on it. This is a 
neighborhood where artists live next to 

COLLECTIVE continued from page 1

 COMMUNITY

hikers, where families live next to 
elders, where history and possibility 
overlap,” Hurst said. “PHX LUV exists 
to protect that balance. The work isn’t 
flashy. It’s steady. It’s neighbor checking 
in on neighbor. It’s endless 
meetings/projects/updates, and all the 
things…to make sure public spaces feel 
cared for, because when places feel 
cared for, people feel safer.” 

Another Sunnyslope group working 
to create a safer, stronger and healthier 
community is the Norton Vista 
Neighborhood Association. Founded in 
2018, their boundaries run from 
Mountain View Road to Dunlap Avenue 
and Cave Creek Road to 14th Street. 

They achieve their goals by foster-
ing neighborhood unity said group 
coordinator Lily Williams, “Our neigh-
borhood is a microcosm of Sunnyslope 
with every socioeconomic demographic 
represented in our small area.”  

They hold quarterly meetings at 
either Norton Park or Sunnyslope 
Community Center. In between those 
meetings, last year they established the 
Sunnyslope Lane Block Watch in the 
area. 

“This group will focus on crime 
prevention along 11th Street from 
Dunlap to Hatcher,” Williams said.   

Williams said they also host commu-
nity events throughout the year, “Our 
July 2025 Bounce Break Roller Skate 
event at Norton Park, featuring Team 
USA break dancer Gravity and pop-up 
skating company ZoniGirls, was a great 
success in activating Norton Park on a 
hot summer evening. We also were 
awarded a grant for the installation of a 
sensory playground at Norton Park.” 

Returning this year is their signature 
13th Street Trick-or-Treat, held every 
Halloween for the past five years, with 
13th Street from Hatcher to Dunlap 

As an independent insurance agency we can place and 

manage high-quality, cost-effective plans with 25+ carriers 

for your auto, home and business insurance needs. We are 

dedicated to providing personalized insurance products 

that provide quality protection, security, and peace of mind. 

Give us a call today to learn how we can help you save.

Hassett Insurance
Can Help You Save

602-812-3387 • hassettinsurance.com
Lifelong North Central Phoenix Resident

FEBRUARY DAD JOKE

Why do skunks love  

Valentine’s Day?

Because they’re

scent-imental.

blocked to motor vehicles. They also will 
continue a neighborhood beautification 
initiative, Planting Progress, as well as 
create a youth/family initiative to pro-
mote civic responsibility. 

Williams said that one of the most 
critical issues the neighborhood faces 
right now is rampant drug use/intoxi-
cation and the associated nuisance and 
criminal behaviors. And in addition to 
access to more grant funds, the group 
would like to connect with more 
neighbors. 

“We need increased and consistent 
engagement from neighbors to patrol, 
report and document incidents, and 
hands-on labor to improve our neigh-
borhood street by street,” she said. 

Neighbors can get involved by email-
ing nortonvista85020@gmail.com, or 
following on Instagram: @nortonvista. 

The Arizona Biltmore 
Neighborhood Association, whose 
boundaries run from 24th to 32nd 
Street, Camelback Road to Lincoln 
Drive, was founded in 2019 with a mis-
sion to protect and enhance the resi-
dential character of the historic neigh-
borhood. 

“The Biltmore neighborhood is one 
of the most historic and well-preserved 
neighborhoods in our region,” said 
executive director Rana Lashgari. “As 
an organization, we are focused on our 
homeowners. Our association aims to 
strengthen our community by provid-
ing opportunities for neighbors to con-
nect with neighbors, interact with city 
leaders and advocate on behalf of our 
unique neighborhood,”  

While there were a few significant 
developments on Camelback, Lashgari 
said that they had a relatively quiet year 
in the neighborhood, but they will con-
tinue to keep members informed on 
issues that impact the area. One devel-

opment they are watching is case num-
ber Z-44-25, which proposes 203 new 
luxury mid-rise homes at 24th Street 
and Arizona Biltmore Circle. 

“Our role is to make sure neighbors 
are informed about the project and the 
public hearing process at the city,” 
Lashgari said. “The most important 
thing is developing a civically engaged 
neighborhood so our residents feel 
their voice matters.” 

She added that meet-and-greet 
events for candidates running for office 
will continue in 2026. Residents who 
would like to connect with the group 
can visit www.azbna.com. 

Throughout 2026, the volunteers 
who run neighborhood groups across 
the city will continue putting in the 
work to create stronger communities, 
and they invite others to join them. 

“Neighborhood organizations don’t 
just amplify voices, they build under-
standing,” Hurst said. “By centering 
facts, encouraging dialogue, and wel-
coming participation, they help commu-
nities move from isolation toward con-
nection, and from indifference toward 
collective care. When we know one 
another, we care for one another. And 
from that care, community takes root.” 

Residents who would like to find an 
organization in their neighborhood – 
or perhaps organize one – can begin 
with Neighborhood Services. Or, reach 
out to one of the organizations profiled 
here – and start building those commu-
nity connections. 

For your local  
advertising needs, call  

North Central News  
at 602-277-2742  

or visit us online at  
www.northcentralnews.net
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DAY CARE continued from page 1

“Caregiving is exhausting, and, 
without a break, even the most loving 
of family members and friends burn 
out,” said director Leslie Morse. “Our 
goal is to care for the participant AND 
their caregivers. We offer the gift of 
security – knowing their loved one is 
safe and happy while they are with us. 
The caregiver can sit and read a book, 
take an uninterrupted nap, have coffee 
with friends, get their hair cut, see their 
own doctor or do whatever they want 
and need to do.”  

The adult day care is a hoppin’ place, 
with non-stop activities to celebrate 
birthdays, holidays and plain old ordi-
nary days. They serve nutritious meals, 
and staff and volunteers lead games that 
sneak in a bit of movement to help keep 
participants interested and healthy.   

There is no sales pitch to family 
and friends who inquire about adult 
day care at Desert Mission.  

“We want this to be the right fit,” 
she emphasized. “We ask that they tour 
our program with their loved one. 
Then, if it feels right, we offer a four-

hour guest visit so they can experience 
a morning or afternoon here, with a 
meal and activities. We realize it’s a big 
first step, but it’s an important one.”   

The majority of participants are 
experiencing some degree of dementia, 
and Morse says that the staff and volun-
teers are trained and experienced at 
interacting with them in positive ways 
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Your dream. My Mission.

500 W. Clarendon 
Beautiful Mid-Century Co-op

2425 E. Oregon Ave. 
Gorgeous Colony Biltmore home

SOLD!

$1,163,000 $199,000 

Sam Miller 
ASSOCIATE BROKER 
Multi Million Dollar Producer 
Phoenix Native 
Diamond Club Award Winner 
“Outstanding work ethic!” 
“Tenacious!”

(602) 570-8656 
sam.milleraz@gmail.com

Whether you are BUYING or SELLING, I am with you Every Step of the Way.

The market has changed! Only a full time Realtor®  
can help you navigate this very dynamic market.

NOW C2EX 
Endorsed

JUST LISTED!!

3825 E. Coolidge St. 
Coolidge SOLD Full Price! 

$2,725,000

SOLD!

“that make them feel safe, secure and 
happy.” The program is open weekdays, 
and staffed by a full-time RN and social 
worker as well as experienced caregivers.   

The best part? The adult day pro-
gram shares a building with Lincoln 
Learning Center, and weekly visits 
from the little ones mean craft day, 
with the guidance of a member of 
Young Artists of Arizona.  

“The littles and our members work 
together on crafts like Valentines, holi-
day decorations and more. It’s a delight 
to watch the littles engage with the 
older people. Everybody smiles,” said 
Morse.   

“Caring for aging family members 
is increasingly a challenge, as we all are 
living longer,” she noted. “Finding 
resources that fit your needs can be 
overwhelming, so our social worker, 
Jeannette Vazquez, is available to work 
with anyone to find services for their 
loved ones.”  

The program’s cash pay cost is $85 
a day, with a minimum of two days per 
week. Some insurance companies pay 
the costs, and there is financial assis-
tance through some organizations and 
agencies. Many of the participants are 
veterans, and there is some assistance 
available through the Veterans 
Administration.  

“We strongly recommend that care-
givers explore resources for respite care 
before you really need them,” said 
Morse. “Families tell us it is comforting 
to know we are here and can help when 
it’s time.”  

The program is located at 303 E. 
Eva St. For additional information, call 
602-786-1060 or visit www.desert  
mission.com/adult-day-health-care.

Staff and volunteers at the Desert Mission Adult Day Health Care celebrated the new year 
with program participants – just one of the many activities and celebrations held at the John 
C. Lincoln Medical Center campus facility (photo courtesy of HonorHealth).

mailto:editor@northcentralnews.net
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cruise into 
retirement

Saturday, February 7
10 a.m. to Noon
Beatitudes Campus  |  1610 W. Glendale Ave. 

Planning for the future doesn’t mean slowing down. At Beatitudes Campus, it’s 

about having more time to enjoy what you love, including resident clubs 

as unique as you!

Get your motor running as you browse over 50 classic and specialty 

cars (courtesy of the AZ MG club). Enjoy music from a DJ, savor 

delicious food and mingle with residents and fellow car enthusiasts. 

Retirement Tune-Up
Tuesday, February 17 at 2 p.m.
Beatitudes Campus  |  Life Center  |  1610 W. Glendale Ave.

Stephanie Bivens, elder care attorney with Bivens & Associates 

PLLC, will share insights on documents every senior should have 

in their personal 昀les. Enjoy light refreshments and enlightening 

legal refreshers.

RSVP by 
January 4

Call:
 (602) 805-9670

Visit:
BeatitudesCampus.org/

Events

Scan:
the QR code

RSVP by 
February 14
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 COMMUNITY

The Sunnyslope Historical Society is working to preserve the Acacia Library, with an initial 
hearing with Historic Preservation Commission set for Feb. 9 (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

Library preservation  
case to be considered 

The Acacia Branch of the Phoenix 
Public Library system has served resi-
dents for more than 50 years at 750 E. 
Townley Ave. Now, a movement, spear-
headed by the Sunnyslope Historical 
Society, is underway to preserve the 
building and the legacy of Arizona 
architect Bennie Gonzales, who 
designed Acacia and other libraries in 
the state and elsewhere. 

An historic preservation case is cur-
rently under staff review to determine 
whether historic preservation overlay 
zoning is appropriate, according to 
Helana Ruter, Historic Preservation 
officer. An initiation hearing is antici-
pated to be held during the Feb. 9 
Historic Preservation Commission 
meeting, where the members will weigh 
in on whether or not to proceed with 
the case. If it does go forward, residents 
will have additional opportunities to 
make their voices heard on the matter 
through a series of public meetings.  

Find meeting information at 
www.phoenix.gov/pdd/historic-preser-
vation. 
 

State urges vaccinations 
amidst rise in measles  

In January, Arizona Department of 
Health Services (ADHS) leaders expressed 
concern that the number of measles cases 
continues to rise in the new year. 

Arizona is experiencing an ongoing 
outbreak of measles along the Arizona-
Utah border, which began in August  
2025. While the cases by the date of a 
Jan. 12 media briefing were restricted 
to Coconino, Mohave, Navajo and 
Pima counties, the first 2026 case in 

Maricopa County was confirmed just 
days later, according to news reports, as 
well as new cases in two other counties 
– bringing the total to nine new cases 
in one week. 

Measles is highly contagious – rough-
ly 90 percent of those exposed will con-
tract the virus – and anyone who is not 
immune from either a previous measles 
infection or vaccination can get measles. 
In addition, approximately 30 percent of 
those infected develop complications. 

State health officials also reminded 
residents that babies under 12 months 
are too young for their first MMR 
dose, so they rely on the protection of 
those around them, adding that when 
you vaccinate your child, you’re helping 
protect infants, pregnant people and 
those with weakened immune systems. 

At a Jan. 20 briefing, Dr. Richard 
Carmona, former U.S. Surgeon 
General and current Arizona state advi-
sor, said, “Vaccines are essential for the 
health, safety and security of our state 
and our nation. They are safe. And for 
those people who are confused, we 
know there are many, because there is a 
great deal of disinformation out there, 
please talk to your healthcare provider. 
Go to the ADHS website. There are a 
number of places you can look to find 
nonpartisan, scientific information to 
help you make the best decisions for 
you and your family.” 

He added, “I can’t emphasize enough 
the importance of addressing the issue of 
vaccinable diseases and ensuring that 
everybody who is eligible, please get vac-
cinated. It not only protects you; it pro-
tects you from spreading disease to oth-
ers. And many of those others are people 
who could be at significant risk.” 

To learn more, visit 
www.azdhs.gov/measles.
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www.buythebower.com
@Buy_the_Bower

Two Iconic
Neighborhoods.
One Elevated
Lifestyle.

WILLO: HISTORIC ROOTS. MODERN SOUL.
Midtown Phoenix | Willo Historic District

The Bower Willo introduces 28 new, meticulously
designed homes to the legendary Willo

neighborhood. We’ve blended the charm of a
historic district with the seamless luxury of

contemporary construction.

The Homes: Open layouts, chef-style kitchens,
smart technology, and private rooftop decks
perfect for capturing Arizona sunsets.

The Lifestyle: The pinnacle of convenience.
Steps from Midtown’s best dining and
minutes from Downtown.

Upcoming Events: We are bringing the
community together. Join us for our exclusive
Art & Wine Nights—scan the QR code to
reserve your spot!

Discover modern luxury in Phoenix’s
most desirable neighborhoods.

MARYLAND: YOUR UPTOWN SANCTUARY
Uptown Phoenix | North Central Corridor

Experience the best of Phoenix living within the
privacy of a stunning gated community. The

Bower Maryland offers a sophisticated retreat
with effortless access to the city.

The Homes: Thoughtfully designed residences
featuring ample entertaining spaces and
premium amenities tailored for comfort.

The Lifestyle: Located in the vibrant North
Central corridor. Grab a bite at local culinary
hotspots or hike the nearby Phoenix Mountain
Preserve. This is urban living at its finest.

Sign up for Willo Art & Wine Night
alerts, floor plans, and exclusive
updates.

NOW TOUR & SAVE: Both communities
are open for private tours. Ask our sales
team about our incredible incentives
available for a limited time.

SCAN FOR VIP ACCESS

Call or Text: 480-660-6630

Quick M
ove-In

Hom
es Available


