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Tree project brings 
neighborhood together

Fire Station No. 7 is the busiest station not just in 
Phoenix, but in the entire state, responding to more 
than 6,000 calls annually. And as the city’s population 
continues to grow, the first responders at that station 
and others are being stretched thin – increasing 
response times and stress on personnel. However, 
thanks to voter approved funding, Phoenix and its 
dedicated fire and emergency response crews are get-
ting a much-needed upgrade. 

On Nov. 7, 2023, Phoenix voters 
passed the City Council approved $500 
million General Obligation (GO) Bond 
Program. GO Bond programs help to fund 
critical infrastructure and rehabilitation 
needs of city facilities such as parks, 
libraries, fire and police stations, affordable 
housing, streets and storm drains. 
Approved projects are prioritized and allo-
cated over the five-year period of 2024-25 
to 2028-29 and included in the annual 
Preliminary Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) presented to council each spring. 

One of those approved projects is the 
ground-up build of a new Fire Station 
No. 7, which has been housed at 403 E. 

Whether it is planting trees for shade and beauti-
fication or tackling issues with broader implications, 
the success of any neighborhood association begins 
with neighbors getting to know one another. From 
there, the work begins. 

In the Westown Amended Neighborhood, 
bounded by Pierson Street south to Campbell Avenue 
and 19th to 17th Avenue, neighbors gathered in 
January to plant 68 trees that their neighborhood 
association obtained through the city of Phoenix 
Community Canopy grant – a program sponsored by 
the Office of Heat Response and Mitigation. 

The association’s mission is to “open communica-
tion to build community, educate residents and increase 
pride of residency,” and throughout the grant process, 
longtime Westown resident Laura Harper put that mis-
sion into action. She served as the tree grant coordinator 
and from city and neighborhood meetings to posting 
flyers and coordinating the various planting schedules to 
organizing a Jan. 17 celebration, she and other neigh-
borhood volunteers spent months on the project. 

“We would not even have received these trees if it 
weren’t for [Laura and her mother],” said Jennifer 
Flores, another neighborhood volunteer. “I’m so 
grateful for them.” 

She added, “For 16 years, we have been proud to 
please see TREES on page 6

A vacant lot off 
of 3rd Street 
and Townley 
Avenue will 
become the new 
home to 
Phoenix Fire 
Station No. 7, a 
modern, two-
story station that 
will double the 
current station’s 
personnel and 
equipment 
capacity (ren-
dering courtesy 
of LEA – 
Architects, 
LLC/Phoenix 
Fire 
Department).
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Hatcher Road since 1966. The new location is on just 
over an acre of city acquired vacant land at 3rd Street 
and Townley Avenue. The $21,263,730 funding 
allows for the replacement of Station No. 7 and 
upgrade to the existing station for later use by the 
Community Assistance Program (CAP), which has 20 
units that serve the community across Phoenix. 

The new construction will be an 18,000 square 
foot, two-story, four-bay fire station, which will support 
additional emergency response personnel (up to 12 
from 6) and equipment. The funds will also allow the 
Fire Department to acquire two new apparatus (one 
ladder and one rescue vehicle). Beyond improved func-
tion, the station design also focuses on the health and 
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5225 N. CENTRAL AVE | PHOENIX, AZ 85012 | 602.903.7220 | THECANIGLIAGROUP.COM

1802 E Meadowbrook Ave | Phoenix, 85016
Nestled on Huge Corner Lot in Midtown

$610,000

55 E Pierson St. | Phoenix, AZ 85012
Southern Colonial with 1939 Craftsmanship

119 W Keim Dr | Phoenix, AZ 85013
Contemporary Ranch Home in Palmer Estates

$1,100,000$1,950,000

2020 E State Ave | Phoenix, AZ 85020
Charming Home in Camelback East

$1,350,000

320 E Maryland Ave | Phoenix, 85012
Rare North Central Living on Massive Lot

$1,300,000

7720 N 3rd Ave | Phoenix, 85021
Ranch in Beloved North Central Corridor

$825,000

514 W Hayward Ave | Phoenix, 85021
Quiet Cul-de-sac Living in North Central

$995,000

1630 E Solano Dr. | Phoenix, AZ 85016
Impeccably Maintained Midcentury Home

$1,075,000

3929 E Mercer Ln | Phoenix, 85028
Remodeled Home in Popular Sheaborhood

$790,000

TEAM: DANA ZAZUETA / ERIK JENSEN / CHRISTIAN LOPEZ / STEVE CANIGLIA / SAMANTHA CHILES LET US WELCOME YOU TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD.expertsREAL ESTATE WITHNorthCentral ROOTS.
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During some recent reorganizing, I 
found a drawing my son made in 2007. It 
depicted Earth and read, “Save our plan-
et – it’s the only one with chocolate!” 
Now, I like to think that somewhere in 
the vast and unknown universe, there is 
another planet 
with chocolate, 
but I could not 
agree more with 
the sentiment.  

I also would  
contend that in 
order to save our 
planet, we inhabi-
tants are going to have to learn how to 
work together. One way to begin is to 
step outside of your house (and perhaps 
your comfort zone) and get to know 
your neighbors. This is a theme we have 
been focusing on this year and we con-
tinue with this month’s cover feature 
about a neighborhood shade tree project. 

From the Editor Related, I spoke with a reader who 
attended a March solid waste rate 
increase presentation. She is not happy 
with the proposed increase, and fur-
ther, lamented the fact that people 
throw away far too many still usable 
items. I agree. Phoenix has many thrift 
and resale stores that would gladly take 
your usable goods (and even decon-
structed items). Composting and prop-
er recycling also helps alleviate the bur-
den on landfills – it just takes thought-
ful action on our part. In the mean-
time, council will vote on the rate 
increase on Earth Day, April 22.  

As always, you will find news from 
our North Central neighbors, business-
es and schools, along with places to eat 
and drink, our pet of the month and a 
wide variety of things to do in Phoenix.  

We hope you enjoy our April issue, 
and until month, all my best, 

Kathryn M. Miller 
Editor, North Central News 

editor@northcentralnews.net

$999

WASHER
• 3.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• 8 Wash Cycles
• 3 Temperature Settings
• Dual Action Agitator
NTW4501XQ
CLOSEOUT
DRYER
• Super Capacity
• Multiple Drying Cycles
• Automatic Dryness 

Control
NED4500VQ
CLOSEOUT$399$399

EACHEACH

MESA SHOWROOM | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 
AHWATUKEE | 4601 E. Ray Rd. | Phoenix | 480-777-7103 

NEW ARROWHEAD RANCH | 7760 W. Bell Road | 623-487-7700 
GILBERT Santan Village | 2711 S. Santan Village Pkwy | 480-366-3900 

GLENDALE | 10220 N. 43rd Ave | 602 504-2122 
GOODYEAR | 1707 N. Litchfi eld Rd | 623-930-0770 

RECONDITION CENTER | 160 East Broadway | 480-615-1763 
SCOTTSDALE | 14202 N. Scottsdale Rd. | 480-991-7200 

SCOTTSDALE/PHOENIX | 13820 N. Tatum Blvd. | 602 494-0100 
MESA CLEARANCE CENTER | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 

MESA | 5141 S. Power Rd. | 480-988-1917 
NOW OPEN - BILTMORE | 2102 E. Camelback Rd. | 602-457-4770

$499$499

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 
• Humidity 

Controlled 
Crisper Drawers

• Top Freezer
• Modern Design
FRTE1622AS
Stainless Steel

WASHER
• 12 Wash Cycles
• QuickWash
• Presoak
• Deep Water Wash
 WTW4915EW  CLOSEOUT

DRYER
• 5.9 Cu.Ft.
• 12 Drying Cycles
• 4 Temperature Settings

• Wrinkle Shield 
Option
WED4995EW   
CLOSEOUT $999$999

STAINLESS 
STEEL 23 
CU. FT. 
SIDE BY 
SIDE
• Deli Drawer
• Crisper 

Shelves
• LED Lighting
FFSS2314QS
CLOSEOUT

$479$479
EACHEACH$429$429

WAREHOUSE SELL-OFF

65”65”

65” 4K LED SMART TV 
• Motion Rate 240
• Bluetooth
• Wi-Fi
 UN65U8000

After 53 years we have reached a milestone of 6 million appliances sold. We want to thank AZ for this 
tremendous success. There’s nowhere you can get lower prices, better service or faster delivery. Hurry in!

 LARGEST LUXURY  LARGEST LUXURY 
APPLIANCE DEALER APPLIANCE DEALER 

IN ARIZONAIN ARIZONA

2102 E. Camelback Rd. • 602-457-4770

WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION
OF LUXURY BRANDS
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As part of a major renovation set for North Mountain Park, the Penny Howe Barrier Free 
Nature Trail will be moved and expanded (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

Park renovation set  
to begin this year 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

Phoenix is home to more than 
41,000 acres of desert parks and moun-
tain preserves, and 200-plus miles of 
trails, with millions of people enjoying 
city trails every year. And one of the 
busiest trails in the city is Trail 44, a 
1.6-mile trail that circles North 
Mountain Park, on the west side of 7th 
Street at Peoria Avenue. 

At 2,104 feet, North Mountain is 
an easily recognizable landmark in the 
north Valley skyline.  In addition to 
Trail 44, the mountain offers a wide 
array of options for hikers of all abili-
ties and boasts amazing summit climbs. 
But the park itself, which was built in 
the 1950s as a Maricopa County Park 
and joined the Phoenix Parks system in 
the 1970s, has seen better days. 

So, in late 2022, the City of Phoenix 
Parks & Recreation Department began 
collecting community surveys, holding 
public meetings, and an extensive design 
and review process began to bring much-
needed updates to the popular park.  

The park master plan was approved 
in November 2023; design began in 
July 2025 and the city council finalized 
project funding – not to exceed $30 
million – in December 2025. 

“We’re really close to our 60 percent 
design drawing,” said Jarod Rogers, the 
deputy director of the Natural Resources 
Division of the Parks and Recreation 
Department. “By the end of September 
or October, we intend to have our full 
construction documents with the intent 
to start construction by the end of this 
calendar year – likely December.” 

Planned improvements include 

new, expanded restrooms; expanded 
shade canopies and improvements to 
existing picnic areas; pedestrian path 
and trail improvements; automatic 
gates; a new irrigation system; restored 
vegetation areas; chilled drinking foun-
tains with bottle fillers; and ice 
machines to assist first responders dur-
ing rescue efforts, among others.  

Rogers also noted that excess asphalt 
will be removed during the renovation, 
reducing heat and improving aesthetics. 
Cars will no longer have access to the 
top portion of the park and by replacing 
asphalt with natural surfaces, hikers will 
have a cooler walk and not have to con-
tend with vehicles. In addition, the 
playground, which was closed two years 
ago due its age and state of deteriora-
tion, will return better than ever, with a 
nature theme and shade structure. 

Another aspect of the renovation is 
the expansion and redesign of the Penny 
Howe Barrier Free Nature Trail. The 
plan is to move the trail to the southwest 
portion of the park and to refine it with 
improved interpretive exhibits, learning 
opportunities, and interactive signage 
that promotes engagement. Accessibility 
for all park patrons will remain front 
and center of the trail design. 

The renovation will require a com-
plete closure of the park, and the work is 
anticipated to take a full year. In the 
meantime, residents can visit the North 
Mountain Visitor Center (https://north-
mountainvisitorcenter.org) to access the 
other side of the mountain, or explore 
nearby Lookout Mountain or Dreamy 
Draw Recreation Area.  

Visit www.phoenix.gov/administra-
tion/departments/parks/activities-facil-
ities/trails.html to find a link to the 
North Mountain Park project page.
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INTO 2024!

No matter the style of your 
home, 

Therma-Tru 
has doors that match 

almost any architectural 
style to help you create a 

lasting impression. 

INTO 2024!CREATE A 
GRAND ENTRANCE

602.508.0800 | liwindow.com
4454 E. Thomas Rd. | Phoenix, AZ 85018

Mon-Thurs | | |8:30-5p.m.    Fri 8:30-4p.m.    Sat 9- p.m.    ROC#179513
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call this neighborhood home. We orig-
inally fell in love with the undeniable 
mid-century Phoenix charm, the con-
venient commute, and the incredibly 
welcoming, community-oriented 
neighbors – some of whom have lived 
on these streets since the 1970s. We 
were instantly drawn to our house 
because it still had its beautiful, origi-
nal built-in cabinets and the classic 
architectural details that define a 1950s 
Ralph Staggs Holiday Home.  

“For us, participating in the tree 
canopy grant program is about preserv-
ing that rich history and making our 
streets more livable. Over the years, the 
urban heat island effect has claimed 
several of our established trees. By 
planting new, heat-tolerant shade, we 
can replace what was lost, ensuring our 
historic neighborhood remains wel-
coming and walkable even during those 
critical summer months.” 

Many of the neighbors agree, includ-
ing Adam E. and Albert G., who 
expressed their pride to live in a forward-
thinking neighborhood that truly cares, 
“We appreciate the city’s efforts to think 
ahead when it comes to heat mitigation, 
especially when our neighborhood is an 
urban heat island. We’re excited to see 
how these trees grow, transform the com-
munity and complement the recently 
installed cool pavement.” 

Another homeowner, Anna Aviles, 
was grateful to the city of Phoenix for 
the tree grant award, “Not only will it 
help reduce heat and provide much-
needed shade, but it has also brought 
our community together,” she said. “It’s 

TREES continued from page 1
given us the chance to connect, appreci-
ate our beautiful surroundings and 
build stronger relationships with one 
another. I’ve lived in this neighborhood 
for 25 years, and now more than ever, it 
has never looked more beautiful.” 

Harper said that the enthusiastic 
support and the opportunity to get to 
know her neighbors better was a wel-
come result of the program. 

“A lot of the neighbors I know, some 
of the neighbors who came to the tree cel-
ebration I had never met before, so that 
was nice. And when we drive through the 
neighborhood now it’s, ‘look, they’ve got 
two trees and that one has a tree in their 
yard.’ It feels really good.” 

For the remainder of the year, associ-
ation leaders will work to get more peo-
ple involved as they address other neigh-
borhood challenges. Westown residents 
can get involved by contacting leader-
ship at westownamended@gmail.com. 

“Small steps can make big changes,” 
Harper added. “If we can keep half the 
trees alive, then in a couple of years the 
neighborhood will have at least 30 to 
40 new trees growing. It’s not a huge 
neighborhood, but it will make a dif-
ference. And if every small neighbor-
hood could make small changes, then it 
can become a big change.” 

But it all begins with stepping out-
side of your house and getting to know 
your neighbors. Residents who would 
like to find an existing neighborhood 
association in their area – or create one 
– can start with the City of Phoenix 
Neighborhood Services Department. 
Learn more online at 
www.phoenix.gov/administration/depa
rtments/nsd/get-involved.html.

 COMMUNITY

LA SIENA
909 East Northern Avenue, Phoenix

602.814.0506
LaSienaSENIORLIVING.COM

Can’t make this event?
Visit our events page at LaSienaSeniorLiving.com.

FRIDAY, APRIL 10th   • 2:00-3:30PM

The Fountain
of YOU.

This is more than a place to live,
it’s a place to come alive.

Discover senior living that creates a space for you.

Call 602.814.0506 to schedule a tour
or RSVP for our upcoming event.

SENIOR LIVING, redefined.

AN SRG SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

ISLAND SOCIAL
WITH THE STEELE SOUNDS BAND

Westown Amended neighbors came together earlier this year to celebrate a Community 
Canopy grant sponsored by the Phoenix Office of Heat Response and Mitigation – and to 
help plant dozens of trees across their neighborhood (submitted photo). a
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FIRE STATION continued from page 1

wellbeing of the firefighters it will house.  
Natural light is abundant; second-

floor individual dorm rooms can 
accommodate 12 fire fighters and four 
fire captains (and pole drops allow for 
fast access to the departure area); the 
communal living areas and exercise 
areas are thoughtfully designed; and 
the decontamination areas are com-
pletely separated from living space. The 
public entrance will face Townley 
Avenue; the egress for emergency vehi-
cles is on 3rd Street. 

The design process is about 75 per-
cent complete, according to a March 
18 presentation to the North 
Mountain Village Planning Committee 
by Assistant Fire Chief Jeff Schripsema, 
project manager Silvio Vaninetti and 
architect Lance Enyart, principal at 
LEA – Architects, LLC, the area firm 
behind the design.  

Once the plans are finalized, the 
permitting and approval process is 
anticipated to take about four months, 
with construction optimistically pro-
jected to begin by the end of 2026. 

Construction is expected to take about 
a year. Once the new station is open, it 
will take an anticipated four to five 
months to complete building modifica-
tions on the Hatcher Road property to 
prepare for the transfer to CAP, with an 
anticipated 2027-28 occupancy. 

For information or to track the 
progress of other GO Bond projects, 
visit www.phoenix.gov/administra-
tion/departments/budget/general-
obligation-bond.html. 
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 COMMUNITY

SR 51 pavement  
project is underway 

A project to improve the pavement 
surface along State Route 51 between 
the Interstate 10 “Mini-Stack” inter-
change and Shea Boulevard in Phoenix 
began the weekend of March 13-16, 
and is expected to take approximately 
six months to complete. 

The pavement rehabilitation project 
by the Arizona Department of 
Transportation, in coordination with 
the Maricopa Association of 
Governments, will run along a 9.5-mile 
section of State Route 51, between 

Interstate 10 (Papago Freeway) and Shea 
Boulevard. The purpose is to extend the 
life of the pavement and improve the 
driving experience and safety. 

The SR 51, I-10 to Shea Boulevard 
Pavement Rehabilitation project is 
included in the Regional Transportation 
Plan for Maricopa County and funded 
through Proposition 479, a countywide 
dedicated half-cent sales tax for trans-
portation improvements approved by 
voters in 2024. 

This work began with a series of 
weekend closures along SR 51 so crews 
can remove the top layer of older, worn 
asphalt pavement along the nearly 10-
mile stretch. They also will use the con-
crete pavement treatment known as dia-
mond grinding to provide a smoother 
ride. The process adds small grooves to 
the pavement to help limit tire noise. 

The $17.8 million project is sched-
uled for completion this fall. In addi-
tion to weekend closures, the work will 
require weeknight lane and ramp 
restrictions or closures. 

For details about the project, visit 
www.azdot.gov/projects/central-dis-
trict-projects and searching “SR 51.”

mailto:editor@northcentralnews.net
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TOUR AND TASTE 
EXPLORE RESIDENCES AND

 ENJOY A TASTE OF OUR DINING

Choose Your Time:

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
9:00 AM, 10:00 AM or 11:00 AM

SPRING STREET FAIR 
EXPERIENCE THE LIFESTYLE 
THAT IS WAITING FOR YOU

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 ◼ 11 AM – 2 PM 

◼ CALL: (480) 485-8793
◼ VISIT: BeatitudesCampus.org/Events
◼ SCAN: QR code and complete the

online form.

RSVP FOR ONE EVENT OR ALL THREE. 

OUR SERIES OF EVENTS ARE DESIGNED TO 
HELP YOU MOVE FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE.

1610 W. Glendale Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85021
BeatitudesCampus.org

LOOKING
FOR A CHANGE OF PACE?

Beatitudes Campus is a not-for-pro昀t life plan 
community founded by the Church of the Beatitudes.
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What are you going to do for you this spring? 
                                          You’ve probably given some thought about self-improvement . . . most of us do.  

The question is, what are you going to do about it?  
If you’re thinking about getting healthy, you have lots of options. Most people simply want to feel younger. What  
that really means is more energy, less stiffness and fewer aches and pains. So, how do you go about doing that? 

            Well, you could join a gym, hire a personal trainer, consult a nutritionist and hire someone to stretch you out.  
To me, that sounds overwhelming. I wouldn’t even do that! 

                          Or . . . you can make one simple phone call. 602-230-8581 – Bill Ross Fitness Solutions. 
                           It’s what we do . . . strength, fat loss, injury recovery, stretching and nutrition, all in one place.  

It’s really pretty simple. Just call – don’t text –  to set up a free consultation. 
For pricing and lots of helpful info, visit our website. Billrossfitnesssolutions.com 

SSAAFFEE,,   SSIIMMPPLLEE  AANNDD  EEFFFFEECCTTIIVVEE

Bill Ross has been  
helping people meet 
their fitness goals for 
more than 30 years. 

Let Bill and the 
 Fitness Solutions 

 team put that  
experience  

to work for you!

Customer favorite Barney M. (right), along with longtime Denny’s manager Joe Hunt, are 
ready to celebrate Barney’s Day in April – a recognition of the hardworking bus boy’s 48th 
year at the diner,  He is the longest serving bus boy in Denny’s history (submitted photo)

Denny’s celebrates  
Barney’s Day 

The Denny’s restaurant at 7th 
Street and Camelback Road celebrates 
the hardworking and customer favorite 
Barney M’s 48th year in April. Barney 
holds the distinction of being the 
longest serving bus boy in Denny’s cor-
porate history.  

The public is invited to this 
momentous occasion, held from 2 to 10 
p.m., Wednesday, April 8. During the 
event, 20 percent of all dine-in and 
take-out checks will benefit Lura Turner 
Homes for Adults with Developmental 
and Intellectual Disabilities.  

For additional information about 
Lura Turner Homes, call 602-943-4789 
or visit www.luraturnerhomes.org.   
 

Cross Roads holds  
community events 

Cross Roads United Methodist 
Church and various community orga-
nizations will host a family-friendly 
Community Care & Wellness Night on 
Saturday, April 18, from 5 to 10 p.m., 
at 7901 N. Central Ave. 

This free event will include health 
and wellness screenings along with 
food trucks/vendors (for purchase). 
The first 300 individuals to complete 
three free screenings will receive a $5 
voucher to use at the food trucks. 

Prior to the wellness event, the 
church will host Easter Sunday events 
on April 5. The schedule includes 
Sunrise Service on the lawn at 6 a.m.; 
Worship Service at 9:30 a.m.; and a 
Pancake Breakfast at 10:30 a.m., which 
will be followed by an Easter Egg Hunt. 

Cross Roads United Methodist 
Church is located at 7901 N. Central 

Ave. For more information, call 602-
944-1524 or visit https://crossroad-
sphx.com. 
 

Budget hearings  
underway 

The Phoenix city manager present-
ed the 2026-27 City Manager’s Trial 
Budget for Phoenix City Council con-
sideration Tuesday, March 24, and 
starting March 30, the city began host-
ing a series of 12 Community Budget 
Hearings to gather feedback on the 
proposed 2026-27 Trial Budget.  

Two of these hearings will be held 
both virtually and in-person in City 
Council Chambers (April 11 and 16). 
Meetings in North Central include Steele 
Indian School Park, April 1, Devonshire 
Senior Center, April 6, and Sunnyslope 
Community Center, April 9. Find meet-
ing details at www.phoenix.gov/calen-
dar/budget-events.html. 
 

 Explore Melrose at 
First Friday event 

Residents are invited to eat, shop 
and play local in the Melrose District 
on the First Friday of April. Join the fun 
and festivities, check out local artists, 
and enjoy the music and food from 6 to 
10 p.m. on Friday, April 3. The event is 
free to attend and pet friendly. 

Melrose First Friday is a monthly 
neighborhood block party and art walk 
along 7th Avenue from Indian School 
Road to Camelback Road. The Melrose 
District will be alive with vendors, food 
trucks, art, DJs, drag shows and local 
entertainment. 

Participating businesses will be 
open late, making it one of the perfect 
nights to explore this vibrant corridor.
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POWERFUL
TOOLS for
CAREGIVERS

In-Person
Every Tuesday
for Six Weeks
April 7 thru May 12
1:30-3:00pm

Call Paty Zurita at
(602) 603-9168 
paty.zurita@aaaphx.orgThis six-week in-person class is provided at no cost and is 

designed to provide you with the tools needed to take care 

of yourself. You will learn how to improve self-confidence, 

increase your ability to make tough decisions, reduce stress, 

better communicate your feelings, and balance your life.

JOIN US FOR  

Powerful Tools for Caregivers
is provided at no cost.

Please RSVP as soon as
possible, space is limited.
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As an independent insurance agency we can place and 

manage high-quality, cost-effective plans with 25+ carriers 

for your auto, home and business insurance needs. We are 

dedicated to providing personalized insurance products 

that provide quality protection, security, and peace of mind. 

Give us a call today to learn how we can help you save.

Hassett Insurance
Can Help You Save

602-812-3387 • hassettinsurance.com
Lifelong North Central Phoenix Resident

APRIL DAD JOKE

Why did the gardeners  

plant a light bulb?

They wanted to grow 

a power plant.

City prepares for  
summer heat response  

On Tuesday, Feb. 24, the mayor and 
city council approved the 2026 Heat 
Response Plan as a part of the city of 
Phoenix’s continued heat relief efforts.   

Last summer, confirmed heat-related 
deaths in Maricopa County were approx-
imately 30 percent lower than reported 
for 2024, marking the second consecu-
tive year of declines. The Phoenix Fire 
Department saw a reduction in the 
severity of heat-related illnesses and 
deaths this season. Although 911 heat-
related calls remained high, fewer cases 
required significant resources.  

As part of the 2026 Plan, the city 
will continue to operate a 24/7 respite 
center at 20 W. Jackson Street. 
Additionally, Phoenix will partner with 
Justa Center, 1001 W. Jefferson St., 
who will offer cooling center hours 
from 3-9 p.m. Both locations are with-
in the Downtown Phoenix areas where 
there were increased 911 calls. The sites 
also will offer a cool space for residents 
as well as navigation services to connect 
people experiencing homelessness with 
resources, and transportation to shelter 
or other services as needed.      

The city will offer extended hours at 
Cholla Library, 10050 N. Metro 
Parkway East, until 9 p.m. Monday-
Saturday and noon-9 p.m. on Sundays 
and holidays. This location will offer full 
library services during extended hours.  

The city will partner with UMOM 
New Day Centers on a referral basis for 
families who visit one of the extended 
hour or 24-hour locations to provide 
heat respite and connections to 
resources and services for families with 
minor children experiencing homeless-
ness seven days per week.   

The 2026 Plan also includes a part-

nership with other organizations and 
departments to help raise awareness 
about heat. The American Red Cross 
will perform outreach in mobile home 
and senior communities to provide 
safety information and resources.  

Park Stewards and Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
will conduct outreach at select trail-
heads throughout the summer. 
Volunteers will be stationed at 
Camelback Mountain, Piestewa Peak, 
and South Mountain every Saturday 
from May 1 to Sept. 30, between 7 and 
10 a.m., providing heat safety educa-
tion and cold water to trail users.  

The city will execute its Heat 
Response Programs and Services begin-
ning May 1. Learn more at 
www.phoenix.gov/administration/depa
rtments/heat.html. 
 

Neighbors host  
Music in the Park 

The Carnation Association of 
Neighbors invites the community to its 
third annual Music in the Park celebra-
tion on Sunday, April 12, at Steele 
Indian School Park, 300 E. Indian 
School Road, which offers the opportu-
nity to soak up good music, great com-
pany and community spirit. 

The free family-friendly event, held 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., takes place on 
the amphitheater and along the north 
edge of the Circle of Life. Enjoy live 
performances by two outstanding 
Phoenix bands, with a DJ spinning 
tunes between sets. Kids will love the 
face-painting station and bounce 
house, while adults can explore a vari-
ety of local vendors and sample treats 
from several food trucks.  

Learn more at www.carnationasso-
ciationaz.com.
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Helping you move from where you are to where you want to be.

Mary King
Realtor
Compass

Cell 602.319.4055
www.soldbymaryking.com

Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you.

5225 N. Central
Suite 108

Phoenix • 85012

5275 N Camelhead Rd • $2,600,000
5 bed, 5 bath, 5,563 SF

PRICE REDUCED

540 W. Solano Drive • $2,700,000
4 bed/3.5 bath and guest house, 4,065 SF

NEW LISTING

5735 N. 11th Street • $1,400,000
4 bed, 3.5 bath, 2,693 SF

SOLD IN TEN DAYS!

702 W. Why Worry Lane • $815,000
5 bed, 3 bath, 2,869 SF

SOLD

1400 E Bethany, Unit 2 • $650,000
3 bed, 3.5 bath, 1,913 SF

PRICE REDUCED

The Preserve at Lincoln
Four 1+ acre lots in Paradise Valley from 

$1,900,000-$2,495,000

NEW LISTING

To fi nd out more about specifi cs in 
your neighborhood, contact me for 

a no obligation consultation.
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NOW PRE-SELLING

Nestled in the heart of Uptown, Viridian is an exclusive gated
enclave of just eight residences - minutes from Uptown Farmers
Market and a short walk to the vibrant 16th & Bethany corridor.

Showcasing iconic butterfly roofs and contemporary designs, these
two-story homes are sure to make a statement. Inspired by the
midcentury architecture that defines this vibrant neighborhood,

Viridian is set to become a standout community.

New builds and Quicker Delivery homes now available.
Schedule your private tour today or visit our sales office.

Sales Office Hours | Daily 10am-5pm | Wed & Sun 12-5pm

Uptown Phoenix Luxury Living, Redefined

www.camelothomes.com | 602-818-3725 | ROC# B-067408

Be one of the first to purchase & receive $50,000 towards Design Studio options.

Sheena is a 10-year-old Rottweiler mix 
whose family is experiencing troubles with 
housing, leaving her in need of a foster 
home for a few months (photo courtesy of 
Arizona Humane Society).

Pet of the Month  
Gorgeous Sheena needs  
a temporary home 

While the Arizona Humane Society 
is known for caring for the Valley’s sick, 
injured and abused pets, the shelter is 
also dedicated to helping keep owned 
pets in their loving homes when possible. 
From resources to low-cost services, there 
are many ways the Arizona Humane 
Society works to do this including its 
owned animal foster program – Project 
Home Away From Home. 

Project Home Away From Home is 
an essential part of supporting our 
community’s pet parents. This tempo-
rary foster program provides a safe 
haven for pet owners in a critical time 
of need and facing housing instability, 
domestic violence, other crises or even 
deployed with the military. By becom-
ing a foster hero for pets in this pro-
gram, you are not only opening your 
heart and home to these pets, but you 
are also standing alongside fellow pet 
owners in our community who need 
our support now more than ever. 

Pets like Sheena (pet number 

838555), a gorgeous 10-year-old 
Rottweiler mix whose family is unfortu-
nately experiencing troubles with hous-
ing, benefit from the program. While 
they are working to secure stability, 
Sheena will need temporary foster for a 
few months. Sheena will need an under-
standing family that allows her to adjust 
while in her new space and would do 
best meeting the other pets in the home.  

One of the biggest issues people 
tend to have with fostering pets is they 

fear they will fall in love and want to 
adopt them all. A great part of this pro-
gram is knowing you are not only help-
ing pets in need but also play an impor-
tant part of helping them reunite with 
their loving family. 

To learn more about the Arizona 
Humane Society’s Foster Hero pro-
grams visit www.azhumane.org/foster. 
 

AAWL offers support  
and opportunities 

The Arizona Animal Welfare 
League’s (AAWL) Community Clinic  
is a low-cost veterinary clinic that offers 
pet families access to low-cost preven-
tion and wellness services.  

The clinic, located at 30 N. 40th 
Place, is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
every Saturday and focuses on services 
such as vaccines, flea/tick/heartworm 
treatment, nail trims, ear infections and 
other wellness care. Contact the clinic at 
602-358-7267 or visit www.aawl.org/ 
cvc-services to schedule an appointment. 

This month, residents who would 
like to support AAWL’s efforts are invit-
ed to purchase raffle tickets for a chance 

to have their pet featured on a custom 
beer can. Now through April 7, residents 
can purchase one raffle ticket for $50 or 
three tickets for $100 for a chance to see 
their pet on thousands of Ale Wagger 
cans. Plus, the winner will get to cele-
brate in style with friends and family at 
the launch party later this year – a fun 
day filled with beer, food, and puppies. 
Visit https://aawl.org/ blog/test-your-
luck-ale-wagger-beer-can to enter. 

There also are dozens of adorable 
adoptable dogs and cats at AAWL’s 
main shelter and off-site locations. 
Find a new best friend at 
www.aawl.org/content/meet-your-
match-adopt-dog-or-cat. 
 

Restaurants hold  
pet adoption events   

Locally-owned restaurant group 
POV Foods is partnering with animal 
rescue organizations to host pet-
friendly adoption events and fundrais-
ers in honor of National Adopt a 
Shelter Pet Day, Thursday, April 30. 
The events will be held at several of its 
Arizona restaurants, all known for wel-
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Any Repair Or Service
Of $250 Or More

50
SAVE

$

ROC315991
*Cannot combine with any other offers or specials. One time
use only. Must present coupon to redeem. Limited time only.

GENERATIONS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Serving the Valley for over 60 years!

602-944-5516
maloneyplumbing.com

Schedule

Now

Happy Easter!

COOL HATS!
HHSHOP ONLINEHH 

purplelizardboutique.com 

Located in Historic Phoenix 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

coming dogs on their patios.  
The events invite guests to meet 

adoptable pets, support local rescue 
groups and enjoy food and drinks while 
spending time with their four-legged 
friends. Each location’s patio is 
designed with pups in mind, featuring 
artificial turf areas and playful toy fire 
hydrants where dogs can relax along-
side their owners. 

In north Phoenix, 32 Shea will host 
an adoption event beginning at 4 p.m. 
on its dog-friendly patio with live music 
and local pet vendors. Participating 
partners include Home Fur Good, 
Desert Dog Project and Pet Supplies 
Plus, which will host a booth and pro-
vide donation bags for new adopters. 

Same-day adoptions may be avail-
able at the Phoenix event depending on 
the interview process. Adoption fees typ-
ically range from about $150 for senior 
dogs to $250 to $350 for younger dogs, 
with some purebred dogs priced higher. 

The eatery will provide water, pup 
cups and complimentary lunch or din-
ner entrees to guests who adopt a dog 
that day. 

32 Shea, located at 10626 N. 32nd 
St., features For additional informa-
tion, call 602-867-7432 or visit 
www.32shea.com. 

Other POV Foods locations hosting 
adoption events include Red, White & 
Brew in Prescott and Lakeside Bar & 
Grill in Peoria.  
 

Humane Society  
offers vet care, more 

Every pet deserves a loving home – 
and every family deserves the support they 
need to keep their best friend by their 

side, the Arizona Humane Society (AHS) 
says. With that in mind, the organization 
offers a range of resources designed to 
keep pets and people together. 

Among its many services, AHS now 
offers online veterinary appointments 
for pets located in Arizona. The med-
ical team can answer questions about a 
pet’s health through a convenient video 
call. Thanks to the Patricia L. Fontana 
Family, AHS offers these services at a 
reduced fee for a limited time. Visit 
www.azhumane.org/online-vet-care. 

In addition, the knowledgeable vet-
erinarians and caring staff at AHS’ two 
full-service clinics strive to keep your 
pet healthy and happy, offering well-
ness care, vaccinations and medical 
exams. Using state-of-the-art equip-
ment and diagnostic tools while con-
tinuing to offer affordable pet care for 
the community. Visit www.azhu-
mane.org/all-veterinary-services. 

Finally, with high temperatures in 
Phoenix already hitting the 100-degree 
mark in March, AHS offers guidance to 
families to help keep pets safe over the 
summer months. 

From breaking down the dangers of 
tethering dogs outside (scorching sum-
mer temps turn deadly quickly and 
tethered dogs can easily become tan-
gled, trapped without water, food or 
shelter) to explaining the signs of heat 
stroke in pets and providing guidance 
on how to prevent paw burns on 
Phoenix’s hot sidewalks (if it is too hot 
for bare feet, it is too hot for bare 
paws), AHS offers practical and helpful 
guidance to pet parents. 

Find heat safety information and 
resources by visiting www.azhumane.org/ 
heat-safety-tips-for-pets.

Known for their hospitality, food and photogenic dog-friendly patio, 32 Shea will host a pet 
adoption event on Thursday, April 30 (photo courtesy of POV Foods). 
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 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

please see LEADING on page 18

IMPRESSION MAKERS PRINTING
1505 West 10th Place, Tempe, 85281

IMAK

D
O

TCOM
PRINT

Letter Heads
Envelopes

Business Cards
Foil Stamp Printing

Die Cuting
Offset & Letterpress
Printing & Binding

WENDY 480 967 2180

The knowledgeable staff at Stinkweeks, an independent record store located at 12 W. 
Camelback Road, will celebrate Record Store Day with the community on Saturday, April 18. 
Special release titles will be available during the event (photo courtesy of Stinkweeds).

Record Store Day  
celebrates ‘local’ 
By Kathryn M. Miller 

The semi-annual celebration of 
vinyl records, and the independent 
stores that sell them, returns to stores 
across Phoenix and around the world 
on Saturday, April 18. Record Store 
Day (RSD) was established in 2008 to 
“celebrate the culture of the indepen-
dently owned record store.” Held on 
one Saturday every April and every 
Black Friday in November, the day 
brings together fans, artists and thou-
sands of record stores around the world. 

A big draw each year: the special 
release titles made available at these 
brick-and-mortar stores during the 
event. The Record Store Day 2026 
Official List has been released, and 
participating Phoenix stores have 
placed their orders. Shoppers will need 
to check in with their local shop to see 
which titles are available, but you can 
get a taste of this year’s offerings 
online at https://recordstoreday.com/ 
specialreleases. 

After the big day, record stores may 
choose to sell from their websites or 
from their marketplace accounts so 
they can reach customers further out. 
That starts on Sunday, April 19. 

“We definitely recommend looking 
at store websites and accounts rather 
than buying from flippers,” RSD says 
on their website. “Maybe start at 
www.rsdmrkt.com, which is kind of 

like a 24-hour record fair, and all the 
booths are cool record stores!” 

Participating stores in and around 
the North Central area include 
Stinkweeds at 12 W. Camelback Road 
(602-248-9461, www.stinkweeds.com); 
The ‘In’ Groove at 3300 N. 24th St. 
(602-957-2453, www.theingroove.com); 
Tracks in Wax Records at 4741 N. 
Central Ave. (602-890-7870, 
www.tracksinwaxrecords.com).  

Sadly, Candy & Records, which is 
located at 9402 N. Central Ave. and 
participated last year, announced on 
February 26 their imminent closure. A 
social media post read in part, “It is 
with a heavy heart that we announce 
the upcoming closure of Candy & 
Records. With the constant rising cost 
of rent and inventory, we just cannot 
sustain it any longer. March 2026 will 
be our final month of having a brick-
and-mortar location, then we will have 
a limited, online presence.” Patrons can 
keep up with their next move at 
www.facebook.com/candyandrecords. 
 

Business Briefs 
Chamber presents 
‘Leading with Authenticity’ 

The Greater Phoenix Chamber 
Professional Women’s Alliance presents 
“The Stories We Tell Ourselves: Leading 
with Authenticity,” Tuesday, April 7, 
from 10:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. The luncheon 
event will be held at Seasons 52, 2502 E. 
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 TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

LEADING continued from page 16

Personalized 昀nancial guidance
to help you pursue your idea of paradise

Whether it’s sandy beaches or Alaskan getaways, family 

gatherings or simply having con昀dence in your 昀nancial 

outlook, we’ll help you pursue your idea of paradise 

with guidance focused on your goals. Let’s start the 

conversation. Call us for a free consultation.

1118 E. Missouri Ave., Suite B3  | Phoenix, AZ 85014  | T: 602.266.9200

paradisefinancialpartners.com

© 2023 Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 
Paradise Financial Partners is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Financial planning 

Long-term care insurance 

Investment management 

Estate planning

Retirement plans

College savings plans 

S E R V I N G  O U R  C L I E N T S  F O R  O V E R  T W O  D E C A D E S

Camelback Road, Suite 140. 
Featuring Sarah Krahenbuhl, senior 

vice president of Community 
Engagement and executive director of 
the Phoenix Suns & Mercury 
Foundation, and Stacey Mitch, senior 
vice president of Communications for 
the Phoenix Suns and Mercury, this con-
versation will explore Krahenbuhl and 
Mitch’s professional journeys – the piv-
otal moments, challenges and successes 
that shaped their careers in a traditional-
ly male-dominated industry. They will 
reflect on the stories that propelled their 
growth and how authenticity, purpose, 
and passion have guided their leadership. 

The cost is $65 for chamber mem-
bers and $125 for non-members. To 
register or to learn more, visit 
www.phoenixchamber.com. 
 
Phoenix announces  
$21.5M in film spending 

Film production in the Greater 
Phoenix area generated $21.5 million in 
spending during the 2025 calendar year, 
according to the City of Phoenix Film 

Office’s latest Direct Spending Report, 
which was released in late February. The 
report accounts for all aspects of film 
production and includes expenditures 
on local goods and services.  

Last year, the Valley was home to 
906 production projects, ranging from 
commercials, television shows and fea-
ture and corporate films to social media 
content, documentaries and still pho-
tography. Those projects resulted in 
1,088 shoot days, and the work of 
2,633 local crew members and 1,686 
local talent. It also generated 4,138 
hotel night bookings. All data is com-
piled from surveys sent to productions 
that shot in Phoenix, as well as local 
production companies.  

“Every production that chooses 
Phoenix brings jobs, investment, and vis-
ibility to our great city,” Phoenix Mayor 
Kate Gallego said. “I am proud to sup-
port this thriving sector and the talented 
professionals who make it all possible. I 
look forward to seeing continued growth 
in Phoenix's film industry and the 
opportunities it brings to our residents.” 

The film industry in Phoenix is 
largely fueled by productions for com-

mercials, the city said. Since 2012, the 
Phoenix Film Office has directly 
worked on 638 commercial produc-
tions, generating $65.4 million in direct 
spending. That dollar amount equates 
to nearly 50 percent of all production 
money spent during that timeframe.    

“Our streamlined permitting 
process, 24/7 access, year-round sun-
shine and iconic landscapes continue to 
attract producers and directors from 
around the world,” said Phil Bradstock, 
commissioner of the Phoenix Film 
Office. “While the term ‘Film Office’ 
conjures images of movies and TV 
shows, Phoenix truly is a commercial 
production town, and the bulk of the 
work comes from that side of the 
industry and is an area for which we’re 
continuously recruiting clients.” 

For more information on film pro-
duction in Phoenix, visit www.film-
phoenix.com. 
 
Best Glass  
marks 35 years  

Best Glass, a locally owned and 
operated glass company, is celebrating 
its 35th anniversary of serving the 

North Central Phoenix community. 
For more than three decades, the com-
pany has provided auto, residential and 
commercial glass services, with a focus 
on quality workmanship, fast response 
times and exceptional customer care. 

Founded in 1991, the company 
says that it has remained committed to 
delivering reliable, glass service with 
fast and friendly service and a best price 
guarantee. 

“We are incredibly grateful to the 
North Central Phoenix community for 
35 years of support,” said Bob 
Hittenberger, president of Best Glass. 
“Our longevity is a direct result of loyal 
customers, strong community relation-
ships, and a dedicated team with a 
promise to ‘do the right thing’ with 
every customer.” 

The company offers personalized, 
local service backed by decades of expe-
rience, including mobile windshield 
replacement, residential glass solutions 
like customized mirrors, glass shower 
enclosures, glass table tops and more. 

For more information, visit 
www.bestglass.com or call 602-437-
2378 to schedule service.
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For more information about these and other properties, contact

Cell: 602-570-2689
Fax: 602-749-6114
www.RodneyCoty.com

Rodney Coty

INVESTOR SER LTOR SERVICES
BUILDER SERVICES  LENDER SERVICES  CCOUNT SERVICING

Erich Reichenberger
Vice President

Maricopa County Sales Manager
14850 N. Scottsdale Rd. Ste 160, Scottsdale AZ 85254

erich.reichenberger@ptaaz.com 
www.pioneertitleagency.com

MEET
YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE 

LOAN ORIGINATOR
JEFF OHM 

PARTNER  |  NMLS #894175

CONTACT ME TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HOME LOAN NEEDS!
E: jeff @forward.loans  |  P: 602-714-0532

W: www.jeff ohm.com

Branch NMLS #2006640 | 555 W Turney Ave, Suite 101 | Phoenix, AZ 85013
Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. 
Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. Forward Holdings, LLC. 
NMLS2006640. 

Top 1% Diamond Club 2012-22
2015-24 Five Star Award/Phoenix Magazine

2016-24 Top 1% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
North Central Resident • 25 years’ experience

WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS, CALL RODNEY COTY

223 W. Augusta Ave • $1,575,000
4 bed, 3 bath, 3000 SF, pool,  

2 car garage, updated!

JUST LISTED

1010 W. Vista Ave • $795,000
3 bed, 2 bath, den, 2075 SF,  

2 car garage, pool

JUST LISTED

501 W. Seldon Lane • $949,500
4 bed, 2 bath, 1992 SF, pool, 

full remodel

REMODEL
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 SCHOOL DAYS

Dr. Barbie Firkus, Madison No. 1 Middle School, was one of more than a dozen educators 
who recently received a classroom grant as part of the Madison Education Foundation’s Fall 
Education Teacher’s Grant cycle (photo courtesy of Madison School District).

Teachers awarded 
record level of grants 

The Madison Education Foundation 
recently concluded its Fall Education 
Teacher’s Grant cycle, awarding a 
record-breaking $11,182 to support 
innovative classroom projects across the 
district. This marks the largest single 
grant cycle award total in the founda-
tion’s history, the organization said.  

The grants are awarded to Madison 
teachers to help bring new and exciting 
projects to their classrooms. This year, 
grant money was used for STEAM pro-
jects, dance rooms, art supplies, 
MakerSpaces and more.  

Teachers at six Madison schools 
received the grants, including Scott 
Sefranka, Courtney Flowers, Hugo 
Estrada-Duran, Cynthia Bradley, 
Michael Vontsolos, Sara Wingard, 
Marlo Johnson and Kaylene Bauman at 
Madison Meadows Middle School; 
Leigh Seibert, Sheila O’Connor, Crystal 
Di’Pede and Regina Francis at Madison 
Traditional Academy; Nicole Belden, 
Hannah Roussin and Denyse Diehl, 
Deena Woods and Kimberly Grubler, 
Kelly Borrego and Abbe Stormer at 
Madison Simis Elementary School; Sara 
Daffe, and Julie Thibodeaux at 
Madison Park Middle School; the 3rd 
Grade Team and Jessie McKinley at 
Madison Camelview Elementary 
School; and Dr. Barbie Firkus at 
Madison No. 1 Middle School. 

Residents who would like to sup-
port the organization’s future efforts are 
invited to attend the Denim and 
Diamonds Gala fundraiser, set for 
Saturday, April 25, 6-10 p.m., at the 
Madison Center for the Arts, 5601 N. 
16th St. Guests will enjoy casino style 
games, cocktails, food, live music, 
silent auction and more. The goal of 
the evening is to raise $125,000 to 
enhance education throughout the 
Madison School District. 

The Madison Education 
Foundation AZ, a nonprofit 501(c)(3), 
is dedicated to enriching the education-
al experience of every student in 
Madison public schools by supporting 
innovative, hands-on learning opportu-
nities in music and the arts.  

Visit www.madisoneducationfoun-
dation.org for additional information.  
 

School Briefs 
GLENDALE UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Sunnyslope wins  
state basketball title 

Sunnyslope High School boys bas-
ketball secured the 2026 AIA Open 
Division State Championship with a 60–
51 victory over Saint Mary’s Catholic 
High School at the Arizona Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum on March 7.  

After a tightly contested first half, 
the Vikings pulled away late in the 

Reliable.  |  Experienced.  |  Diligent.

(602)625-7058 • MikeWeeksRealtor.com/listings

8032 N. 10th Ave, 85021
SOLD • $1,045,000

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms
3.095 SF on 15,041 SF Lot
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Bring this ad to

to build a FREE Minifigure  
from our Minifig Maker Table!

Central Phoenix location only • Expires 4/30/26 • NCN0426 
Limit 1 per customer

Spring 
into Fun!

Bricks & Minifigs® is your one-stop LEGO® toy shop!  
We buy, sell and trade all LEGO® products!  

Choose from our huge selection of new sets, individual  
minifigs, bulk bricks, components and accessories.

central.phoenix@bricksandminifigs.com 
@bamcentralphoenix

24 W. Camelback Rd., Ste. G 
602-675-1392
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fourth quarter to seal the win. Senior 
Rider Portela led the effort with an 
MVP performance of 16 points and 
17 rebounds, while junior Delton 
Prescott added 16 points. Guided by 
Head Coach Ray Portela, the champi-
onship reflects years of perseverance, 
teamwork, and dedication within the 
program.  

“The victory marks a defining 
moment for the Vikings and a season 
the Sunnyslope community will remem-
ber for years to come,” Glendale Union 
High School District said of the win. 
 
Get ready  
for graduation  

The Glendale Union High School 
District will celebrate the Class of 
2026, bringing together more than 
3,000 graduates for commencement 
ceremonies on May 18 and May 20 at 
Desert Diamond Arena.  

Ceremonies will begin Monday, 
May 18, with Washington High School 
at 10 a.m., followed by Sunnyslope 
High School at 1 p.m., Independence 
High School at 4 p.m., and 
Thunderbird High School at 7 p.m. On 
Wednesday, May 20, Cortez High 
School will graduate at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by Apollo High School at 12:30 
p.m., Glendale High School at 3 p.m., 
Greenway High School at 5:30 p.m., 
and Moon Valley High School at 8 p.m.  

Families and community members 
who cannot attend in person will be 
able to watch the ceremonies via live 
stream, with additional details available 
at each school. 

Sports physicals  
offered at Sunnyslope 

Student-athletes will have the 
opportunity to receive free sports phys-
ical screenings through the Team of 
Physicians for Students (TOPS) on 
Saturday, April 18, at Sunnyslope High 
School, 35 W. Dunlap Ave. 

Participating schools received sched-
uled times. Walk-ins will be accepted 
from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Only offi-
cial TOPS forms will be accepted, which 
can be found at www.aztops.org or 
through the school athletic depart-
ments. Parents or guardians must com-
plete the athlete information and med-
ical history portions of the 2026-27 AlA 
physical form and sign the TOPS waiv-
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er, along with page 5 of the AlA Physical 
before the physical. 
 
Tax credits support  
public schools 

Arizona residents can support 
Glendale Union High School District 
students through the Arizona Public 
School Tax Credit, a dollar-for-dollar 
credit on state taxes, allowing contribu-
tions of up to $400 for married couples 
filing jointly or $200 for single taxpay-
ers. Donations benefit extracurricular 
activities, student meal programs, well-
ness supplies and other initiatives that 
help ensure every student can partici-
pate in school experiences. 
Contributions can be made even if the 

donor does not have a student enrolled 
in GUHSD, and all funds go directly 
to the school of the donor’s choice.  

The deadline to participate is April 
15. Consult you tax advisor. 
 
MADISON  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
District to host 
hiring fair 

Madison School District will host a 
hiring fair on Wednesday, April 8, 4-6 
p.m., at the district office, 5601 N. 
16th St. 

Individuals will have the opportu-
nity to meet with school and district 
leaders to learn about available posi-
tions, benefits and more. The district is 
hiring teachers, guest teachers, bus dri-
vers, before and after school program 
staff, as well as other district, school 
and student support positions. 

More information about working 
for Madison School District is available 
at www.madisonaz.org/jobs. 
 
Enrollment applications 
are being accepted 

Madison School District is current-
ly accepting enrollment applications 
for the 2026-27 school year. 

The district provides rigorous, 
engaging instruction led by high-quali-
ty educators, resulting in student per-
formance that regularly exceeds state 
averages and earns local and national 
recognition. The district offers six 
Signature Programs to students in 

please see ENROLLMENT on page 24

MADISONAZ.ORG/ENROLL

Sign up for a 
school tour!

Madison Signature Programs include:

Gifted Programs & 
REACH - Profoundly Gifted

International Baccalaureate®

Spanish Immersion

STEAM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, & Math

Traditional Academy

Visual & Performing Arts

LEARNING & LEADINGLEARNING & LEADING
inspiringinspiring forfor

OPEN ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

Sunnyslope’s boys basketball team celebrated their 60–51 win over Saint Mary’s Catholic 
High School at the AIA Open Division State Championship on March 7 (photo courtesy of 
Glendale Union High School District).



Fahrendorf (11 points). The Bobcats’ 
31 season wins were the most in the 
state and a single-season school record. 
 
Mark your calendar 
for graduation 

As graduation season approaches, 
Phoenix Union High School District 
families are encouraged to mark their 
calendars in preparation for the big day. 

PXU’s large school graduation cere-
monies will be held at Veterans 

Memorial Coliseum, May 19-21, 
including Central High School (May 19 
at 4:45 p.m.) Camelback High School 
(May 20 at 7 p.m.) and North High 
School (May 21 at 3 p.m.). Smaller 
schools will celebrate their Class of 
2026 at Madison Center for the Arts 
May 19-21, including Phoenix Coding 
Academy (May 19 at 3:30 p.m.) 

Learn more by visiting 
www.pxu.org/graduation. 
 
WASHINGTON 
ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Interview fair set  
for April 18 

Those interested in taking the next 
step in their teaching career are invited by 
Washington Elementary School District 
to attend a Teacher Interview Fair 
Saturday, April 18, from 8:30 to 11 a.m. 
at the WESD Administrative Center, 
located at 4650 W. Sweetwater Ave. 

At the event, WESD will issue 
teacher contracts for the 2026-27 school 
year. The district said that it offers a com-
petitive salary of $53,100 to $80,520 
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preschool through eighth grade, includ-
ing Visual & Performing Arts, STEAM, 
Spanish Immersion, International 
Baccalaureate, REACH – Profoundly 
Gifted and a Traditional Academy.  

Students can explore and develop 
their interests while building a strong 
educational foundation to become life-
long learners. Outside the classroom, 
Madison supports students with before 
and after-school programs, including 
the Madison Adventure Club (MAC), 
athletics, school clubs and a variety of 
on-campus activities. 

To learn more or submit an applica-
tion, visit www.madisonaz.org/enroll. 
 
PHOENIX UNION  
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Central celebrates  
state championship 

In March, Phoenix Union High 
School District celebrated the historic 
back-to-back 5A Boys Basketball State 
Championship wins by Central High 
School’s Boys Basketball team.  

On March 6, the Central boys 

played in the state championship game 
for the second year in a row against 
Mountain Pointe High School. They 
defeated Mountain Pointe 62-53 and 
senior John Mattingly, #35, was named 
the 5A Boys Basketball MVP after fin-
ishing with 24 points, with eight 
rebounds and five assists. Three other 
Central Bobcats scored in double fig-
ures in the state championship game: 
Dom Rojas (13 points), Grant 
Mattingly (12 points) and John 

please see FAIR on page 26

ENROLLMENT continued from page 23

We’re your go-to hub for comprehensive auto repair and tire services in Phoenix, AZ. We’re committed to delivering 
outstanding value, ensuring you receive top-notch service, premium tires, and quality parts—all at prices that won’t 
break the bank. Our expert technicians are here to answer your questions and provide the best solutions tailored to 

your vehicle’s needs. We’re excited to earn your trust and build a lasting relationship with you and your car.  

FA M ILY  O W N ED  A N D  O PERA TED

EXPERT CAR CARE IN PHOENIX, AZ

SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE  
Starting at $69.95 

Up to 5 quarts for most vehicles  
Exp 5/31/26

FUEL SAVER PACKAGE
$249.95

Fuel injection service • Oil change (synthetic extra) • Air filter
Exp 5/31/26

4245 North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85013

(602) 248-8000 • denverscarcare.com
HOURS: MON-FRI: 7:30 AM-5:30 PM • SAT: 8:00 AM-2:00 PM

We offer a 36-month, 36,000-mile nationwide warranty on all services.

The Central High School boys basketball team celebrated back-to-back 5A State 
Championship wins after defeating Mountain Pointe 62-53 (photo courtesy of PXU).


