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Park-and-ride site set
for redevelopment

By Kathryn M. Miller

With no discussion, the Economic Development
and Arts Subcommittee of the Phoenix City Council
on June 10 voted to proceed with the issuance of an
RFP to redevelop an existing park-and-ride location
at 19th and Montebello avenues, a decision that was
approved by the Phoenix City Council on June 17.

The City of Phoenix Public Transit Department
owns the approximately 10.2 acres of land that
includes a 794-space park-and-ride facility and transit
center serving the 19th and Montebello avenues light
rail station. The site, which includes multiple parcels,
was rezoned at 12.4 acres in 2025 to a Walkable Urban
Code, Transect 5:6 District, Transit Solano Character
Area. The Walkable Urban Code allows mixed-use,
commercial and residential uses; the “Transect 5:6”
zoning allows up to 80 feet in height; however,
Stipulation No. 2 of the approved rezoning states that
“The maximum building height shall not exceed 56
feet, except that the maximum building height may be
increased to 80 feet, if a minimum of 30% of the
dwelling units are provided as Affordable Housing, as
approved by the Planning and Development
Department and Housing Department.”

The site was developed as the initial light rail end-
of-line park-and-ride location and opened in 2008;
however, subsequent light rail system extensions have

please see PARK-AND-RIDE on page 8

community since 1999
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Located at the
southeast corner
of Glenrosa
Avenue and
28th Street, The
Farm at Los
Olivos will bring
a 2-acre work-
ing farm and
associated
amenities to the
west portion of
the 54-year-old
park (photo by
Kathryn M.
Miller).

Urban farm inches closer to fruition

By Kathryn M. Miller

A plan to convert 4.5 acres of Los Olivos Park
into an urban working farm — complete with a full-
service farm-to-table restaurant, market and educa-
tional space — received a fresh boost of momentum in
May. Some residents, however, still have questions
about how the project will benefit the neighborhood.

The project had stalled since the Parks and
Recreation Board at its March 22, 2018, meeting
approved city staff to enter into lease negotiations with

9202 ‘I KINF A9 AYIAITIA JNOH-NI 3LIa3dX3 3SYI1d “TVIHILYIN GILYA *HILSYINLSOd

650G "ON 1IWd3d
ZV XINJOHd
aivd
JOVISOd 'S'N
dls 14sdd

Greenbelt Development LLC to develop
and manage an urban working farm on the
west end of the 26.5-acre park at 28th
Street and Glenrosa Avenue. It stalled
because the park is a Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) assisted site —
a federal grant program that preserves pub-
lic outdoor recreation in perpetuity.
LWCEF allows assisted sites to be
“converted” when a non-recreational use
on the site is proposed. The catch is that
the converted land needs to be replaced
with an alternative. A large parcel in far
North Phoenix was approved in 2020,
but it has since been sold and developed.
It seems, however, that the city has found

a replacement. A May 2026 update on the project
website stated that a proposed replacement property
has been submitted to the National Park Service
(NPS) for review and potential approval.

A spokesperson for the City of Phoenix Parks and
Recreation Department said that the replacement
property is located near South Mountain, but did not
provide any specific details. And while the depart-
ment waits for a response from NPS, some residents
continue to wonder if this project is a good fit for
their neighborhood park.

James Mathien has lived across the street from the
park for 36 years. The retiree actively uses the park
for exercise and engaged in the public meeting process

please see URBAN FARM on page 6
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Serving the community that raised us, since 1983.
We cannot wait to welcome you to the neighborhood!

2405 N 27th PL | Phoenix, 85008 320 E Maryland Ave | Phoenix, 85012 1E Lexington Ave #1001 | Phoenix, 85012
Beautifully Remodeled Central Phoenix Home Rare North Central Living on Massive Lot Updated Living on One Lexington’s 10th Floor
$495,000 $1,199,000 $475,000

2020 E State Ave | Phoenix, 85020 7731 N 17th Dr | Phoenix, 85021 119 W Keim Dr | Phoenix, 85013
Charming Home in Camelback East Charming + Chic North Central Phoenix Home  Contemporary Ranch Home in Palmer Estates
$1,315,000 $600,000 $1,899,000

6121 N 3rd Ave | Phoenix, 85013 309 E Keim Dr | Phoenix, 85012 1140 E Tuckey Ln | Phoenix, 85014
33K+ sq/ft lot Nestled in the Central Corridor ~ Charming Home on Tree-Lined North Central St.  Nestled in Cul-de-sac with Mountain Views
$1,750,000 $995,000 $980,000

5225 N. CENTRAL AVE | PHOENIX, AZ 85012 | 602.903.7220 | THECANIGLIAGROUP.COM =2 COMPASS
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From the Editor

As America prepares to celebrate the
250th anniversary of its founding, I am
reflecting on the preamble of our found-
ing document: “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with cer-
tain unalienable
Rights, that
among these are
Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of

Happiness.”
Powerful
words. The

Declaration of Independence was
adopted on July 4, 1776, and a new
nation was created, with its principles
and identity established. Abraham
Lincoln called the Declaration “a
rebuke and a stumbling-block to tyran-
ny and oppression.” It is a document
that has inspired people around the

world to fight for freedom and equality.
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Our competitors offer 30=-50% off their high prices. Spencers offers THE BEST
PRICE out the door. What you want is a lower price and Spencers gives it to you.
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I write this on Juneteenth, the feder-
al holiday commemorates the emancipa-
tion of enslaved African Americans and
marks the day in 1865 when Union
troops arrived in Galveston, Texas, to
enforce the Emancipation Proclamation
— issued more than two years prior — and
free the last enslaved people in that state.

Nearly 100 years after this nation’s
founding, it was clear that “Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”
was meant for some, but not others.
America’s  founding  documents
declared lofty and worthy ideals. Now,
as we celebrate the country’s 250th
anniversary, the work towards attaining
freedom and equality continues. This
Independence Day, I encourage you to
explore our history, reflect on how far
we have come and how far we need to
go to actually realize the ideals upon
which we were founded.

We hope you enjoy our July issue,
and until next month, all my best,

Kathryn M. Miller
Editor, North Central News
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WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION
OF LUXURY BRANDS

2102 E. Camelback Rd. - 602-457-4710
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EXCLUSIVE
REBATES
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BUY MORE, SAVE MORE
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Whirlgool FRIGIDAIRE SAMSUNG KitchenAid™ 7020w,

* QUALIFYING APPLIANCES RECEIVE *50 sack

YOU'VE

NEVER 3 QUALIFYING APPLIANCES RECEIVE *1008sack

SEEN 4 QUALIFYING APPLIANCES RECEIVE *200sack

REBATES

LIKETHIS 5 QUALIFYING APPLIANCES RECEIVE
9 6 QUALIFYING APPLIANCES RECEIVE SB500BACK iisins

*3008ack

#*Some Rebates Are

See store for details.
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WASHER

* 3.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity

* 8 Wash Cycles

* 3 Temperature Settings

* Dual Action Agitator

NTW4501XQ

CLOSEOUT

DRYER

* Super Capacity

* Multiple Drying Cycles

* Automatic Dryness
Control

NED4500VQ
3 99) CLOSEOUT

EACH!
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SAMSUNG

65” 4K LED SMART TV
* Motion Rate 240

* Bluetooth

* Wi-Fi

UN65U8000
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MESA SHOWROOM | |15 W.First Ave. | 480-833-3072
AHWATUKEE | 4601 E.Ray Rd.| Phoenix | 480-777-7103
NEW ARROWHEAD RANCH | 7760W.Bell Road | 623-487-7700
GILBERT SantanVillage | 2711 S. Santan Village Plkwy | 480-366-3900
GLENDALE | 10220 N.43rd Ave | 602 504-2122
GOODYEAR | 1707 N. Litchfield Rd | 623-930-0770
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18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR
* Humidity
Controlled
Crisper Drawers
* Top Freezer
* Modern Design
FRTE1622AS
Stainless Steel

OPEN DAILY 2AM - 9PM « SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM = SUNDAY I 1AM - 5PM
ﬂ”“i"“s Pk s
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RECONDITION CENTER | 160 East Broadway | 480-615-1763
SCOTTSDALE | 14202 N.Scottsdale Rd. | 480-991-7200
SCOTTSDALE/PHOENIX | 13820 N.Tatum Blvd. | 602 494-0100
MESA CLEARANCE CENTER | | I5W.First Ave. | 480-833-3072
MESA | 5141 S.Power Rd.| 480-988-1917
NOW OPEN - BILTMORE | 2102 E. Camelback Rd. | 602-457-4770
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STAINLESS
STEEL 23
CU. FT.
SIDE BY

= SIDE
* Deli Drawer
* Crisper

Shelves
* LED Lighting
FFSS2314QS
CLOSEOUT

~$999
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PRECEDING PUBLICATION

New ‘third space’

focuses on fithess

By Kathryn M. Miller

After construction and permitting
delays slowed its completion, The Beau
Collective is finally set to open its sec-
ond location — right in the heart of
North Central at 5115 N. Central Ave.
It is something of a homecoming for
founder Whitney White Kozlowski,
who grew up in the area and, along
with fellow Xavier alum and bestie
Sarah Duncan, is excited to bring the
concept to Phoenix.

Originally founded 10 years ago in
Park City, Utah, The Beau Collective
combines a boutique fitness and well-
ness space with a retail shop, but at the
heart of the business concept is creating
a space for community connection — a
third space, “Not your home, not your
work, but where you can go and gath-
er,” explained Duncan, who serves as
operating partner for the company and
will oversee the day-to-day at the
Uptown location.

“We heard, across the board, from
friends, family, the community, ‘Let’s

NEW BENCHMARK SALE -

FORLUXUR¥REAL ESTATE TN NORTH GENTRAL PHOENIX:
5520 N.-4th Street | SOLD Off Market for $5,125,000, _;’*,_ -
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STRATEGIC POSITIONING « TRUSTED RELATIONSHIPS « COLLABORATIVE EXPERTISE « EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS
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The new North Central location of The Beau Collective will feature an exercise space simi-
lar to the original Park City location (pictured), but the larger 3,000-square foot room will
allow for more diverse community connections (submitted photo).

bring one here. This is what we need.’
Phoenix is such a big city and there are
so many strip malls and box stores, but
what is missing are little places where
we can connect,” Duncan, said.

They reached out to another long-
time North Central friend, who hap-

PROPERTY
HIGHLIGHTS

6 Bedrooms

6.5 Bathrooms
6,431 SF

Custom Estate
Resort-Style Pool
Walk-Out

Basement

Scan for
OFF MARKET
OPPORTUNITIES!

WHY THIS SALE MATTERS

While the sale price establishes a new benchmark for luxur_v real estate in North

Central Phoenix, the result reflects something even more important: Exeeptiona]

homes deserve exceptional representation. Strategic positioning, targeted
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while preserving pl’i\':lC.V throughout th€ process.

pened to be in real estate, and he had
the perfect building, “Right by where
we always used to hang out after school
at AJs,” Duncan added.

The 1970s medical building was
“nothing to write home about,” but
Kozlowski saw the potential, Duncan
recalled. “She said ‘let’s put some win-
dows on Central.” I mean, you really
cannot beat that location!”

The gym portion is about 3,000-
square-feet and will host a variety of
classes, including HIIT, strength train-
ing, Pilates, yoga and more. And the
space can be cleared for community
gatherings. The Beau team, which
includes community captain Brigette
Sebald, is already planning future events.

“We are going to host everything
from book clubs to Mahjong,” Duncan
said. “We're doing our Xavier/Brophy
class reunion there in September,
school fundraisers...so, it will be a fun
event space.”

In mid-June, the team was close to
the finish line on the build-out, and a
July soft opening is planned.

“We'll do a bunch of complemen-
tary classes and have people come in
and see the space and get a feel for it.
And then we'll do a grand opening at
the beginning of August,” Duncan said.

Residents can connect with the
team from The Beau Collective, and
stay up to date on opening dates, by
visiting them online at www.thebeau-
collectivephx.com.

For your local advertising needs,
call North Central News
at 602-277-2742
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Stop by and see what’s trending now. Showroom at 4454 E.
Thomas Road, Phoenix. (Lasting Impressions/Submitted)

Lasting Impressions

Looking to change your view?
We can help!

By Mark Jacobson
Lasting Impressions Owner

t Lasting Impressions, we realize that homeowners , .
have a choice when it comes to window and door B CTICTICe

companies. They may ask themselves why they ne Estimate

would choose Lasting Impressions for their project?

The answer is more than 90% of our business comes N energy costs
from repeat or referral business. We take great pride in D SAVE UP TO $1500
taking care of our customers and treating them like family. .

As a family-owned company for over 25 years in ction or Replacement
business, with an outstanding reputation, homeowners ows and doors
can trust that Lasting Impressions will deliver superior L
customer service they should expect.

Stop by our interactive showroom for the latest trends
in windows, doors and hardware. We have established a
window company with a difference, offering high-quality
products with professional, in-house installation at a
competitive price. We are a full-service shop offering the
following brands: Andersen, Milgard, Weather Shield, Velux,
Titan security doors, Schlage, Kwikset and Emtek hardware.

~

r
SERVICES WE PROVIDE
e Replacement windows \

}\TI\ (===

L
* New constructon windows [MPRESSIONS

e Multi-side, stacking, pocket and bi-folding doors _ A\RIZONA'S WINDOW AND DOOR SPECIALISTS
e Entry, French and patio doors g
e Barn Doors and hardware = o

* Interior doors and trim Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-5PM | Fri 8:330AM-4PM | Sat 9:00AM-1PM
* Velux skylights and sun tunnels 4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018

\o Security doors and retractable screens y 602.508.0800 I liwindow.com
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URBAN FARM continued from page 1

when the farm was first proposed. He
doesn’t support The Farm at Los Olivos.

“It is a good project to teach city kids
where food comes from, but the wrong
location. The proposed farm will take
up almost one-fifth of the park,”
Mathien said. He added that the park
serves a diverse social and economic pop-
ulation. “In 2020, the city produced an
Environmental Assessment (EA) of the
park service area for the National Park
Service. The EA noted that 48 percent
of the population in the area was minor-
ity and that 16 percent of the households
carned less than $15,000 per year.”

He added, “The General Plan for the
City of Phoenix Land Use Map identifies
many nearby and adjacent areas to the
park for medium and high-density mul-
tifamily housing: townhouses, condos
and apartments. Redevelopment has
occurred and is continuing to occur in
the area with new two-, three- and four-
story multifamily units close to the park.
These replace former single-family
homes and one-story multifamily units
built after World War II.”

He pointed to one parcel on 32nd
Street that had been a single-family
home for decades; now it is a 41-unit
townhome development.

“All of this new housing does not
have lawn areas for play or recreation.
So new residents need the park to walk
their dogs, toss a Frisbee or teach their
young children how to catch. Locating
the proposed farm in the park appears
contradictory to the city’s vision of cre-
ating a more dense urban neighbor-
hood. More people with less usable
park land does not seem rational.”

At this point, however, residents like-
ly won't have an opportunity to collec-
tively air their concerns in a public forum

COMMUNITY

The Phoenix City Council recently approved revisions to the Phoenix City Code fireworks pro-

www.northcentralnews.net

vision that aligns with state prohibitions on the use, possession and sale of fireworks within
the city limits. The changes went into effect June 20.

— the Parks spokesperson said that no fur-
ther public meetings are scheduled. There
are some as yet unanswered questions
regarding whether an updated EA was
completed and why that process was not
made public. But for now, it is just a
waiting game to see when and if this
nearly decade-long process bears fruit.

Find updates on the project website:
www.phoenix.gov/parks/los-olivos-
park. Learn more about Greenbelt
Development at https://greenbelt
hospitality.com.

Phoenix updates
fireworks code

Before setting off those celebratory
fireworks this year, Phoenix residents
who live near mountain preserves need
to be aware of a new change in city
code that could result in a $2,500 fine
or even jail time for using fireworks.

On May 20, the mayor and city
council approved revisions to the
Phoenix City Code fireworks provisions

that align the City Code with state law
and include every state-allowed prohibi-
tion on the use, possession and sale of
fireworks within city limits. The ordi-
nance went into effect June 20.

So, what has changed? The ordinance
states that no fireworks are allowed on
city-owned property, including parks
Also, the use of all fireworks (whether
they are legal or not) is banned within
one mile of mountain preserves; and a
Stage 1 Fire Restriction status triggers a
prohibition on the use of all fireworks
within one mile of desert and regional
parks. The Phoenix Fire Department
announced Stage 1 status on June 18.

The update has enforcement writ-
ten into it to encourage compliance.
Violators face civil fines up to $2,500
or criminal misdemeanor charges pun-
ishable by up to six months in jail, and
repeat violators could face escalating
punishment. In addition, the city can
recover costs from violators for emer-
gency response, storage and disposal
related to illegal fireworks incidents,

and police have stronger authority to
seize and destroy illegal fireworks
Professional firework shows, which
require a permit, are still allowed. Visit
www.phoenix.gov/celebratesafely for an
interactive map showing what fireworks
rules apply in that area or to learn more
about fireworks legalities and safety.

Industry expert

releases third book

Shahe Koulloukian, founder of
Mazvo Car Care Center, goes by many
titles: master automotive technician and
auto-industry ambassador among them.
And now, the author of the best-selling
“Car Confidential: Insider Secrets About
Automobile Ownership, Car
Maintenance and Road Safety,” is
announcing the release of his third book.

Titled “Carstrology: When
Astrology and Zodiac Gears Align,
Horsepower and Driving Habits Shift,”
the book uses astrology’s birth signs as a
light lens with the goal of helping drivers
understand their habits, impulses, blind
spots and emotional triggers so they can
become smarter, calmer and more
responsible car owners.

“Carstrology is not an astrology
manual, and it’s not a typical car-buy-
ing guide. It’s more of a behavioral mir-
ror with humor, real-world experience
and a few tire marks on the soul,” said
Koulloukian of his latest release. “At its
heart, this book is an honest, funny and
human way to look at ourselves
through our car-owning habits. The
way we maintain, avoid, overspend,
control, panic, delay and justify things
with our cars often mirrors how we
handle life. And sometimes the car
knows too much.”

For more information,
https://carconfidential.net.

visit

602-812-3387 - hassettinsurance.com
Lifelong North Central Phoenix Resident

Hassett Insurance
Can Help You Save

As an independent insurance agency we can place and
manage high-quality, cost-effective plans with 25+ carriers
for your auto, home and business insurance needs. We are

dedicated to providing personalized insurance products
that provide quality protection, security, and peace of mind.

Give us a call today to learn how we can help you save.

JUNE DAD JOKE

Why did the ocean break up

with the beach?

It needed a little space.

HASSETT
INSURANCE

AUTO - HOME - LIFE - BUSINESS
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HISTORIC ADOBE ESTATE
IRRIGATED GROUNDS
MEDLOCK PLACE
STEPS FROM UPTOWN PLAZA
34 W PASADENA AVENUE
PHOENIX, AZ 85013

VS | 5 BATHROOMS
iE FEET | .45 ACRE LOHT

HFFEHE AT $1,350,000

RENOVATED, LUXURY LIVING
%10 E KALER DRIVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85020
5 BEDS, 6.5 BATHS, 5,881 5Q FT, $2,795,000

¥
T A L R E
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LUXURY LIVING IN NORTH CENTRAL

Bobby Lieb, PC Associate Broker | Partner

KNOWLEDGEABLE | TRUSTWORTHY | RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

.'.Ll.-_‘-l ||L-_..-..-. 1 R

PENDING - SOUTHWESTERM ESTATE
5700 N 33RD PLACE, PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 85253
4 BEDS, 3.5 BATHS, 4,032 SQ FT, $3,425,000

L IR0 I B ) LiEm

Bobby Link, PC
Assockte Broker | Pariner

C. 602 574.1541

COMPASS Real Extate
5225 H Cantral Ave,, Suite 108
Phoanix, AL BS012

centralphy.com | bitmareazagent.com

MORE STUNNING
LISTINGS

» BA1E MONTE WISTA RD, PHOEND, AT B5004 | 85,700,008
s WHIE KALER D6, PHOENE, A B5020 | FRFPI000

& 54 W PASADEME AVE, PHOEMIN, A7 BEO1Y | $0.050,000

» W OOLTER 5T, PHOEMD, AT 85018 | SLD75.000

& 455 E RaNCHD DR, PHOENE, AT B0 | $1. 250,000

» 37 W COCHISE DR, PHOERDE, A7 B5021 | 51,905,000
FENDING

» S5TOD0 N B3RD FL, PRRADISE VALLEY, AZ B575% | 53,425,000

RECENTLY S0iLD

» A5T4 K A15T 5T, PARADESE VALLEY, AT B525Y | SA000, 500
A55E W SIST SF, PHOEND, AT 8504 | $2.033, D00

1545 E OOOTILLD RD, PHOEND, AT 8508 | §1,000,000
SOE M S4TH PL, PROENIL AT BEOE | BLAS0.000

T84 i 3AD AVE. PHOER, AT B5021 | 000,000

2013 E STATE AVE, PHOERX, AZ BESO20 | SL435, 008

a5 w GARDENS [, PHOENS, AT B5021 | S48 000
TEE H 12TH AVE, PHOENIX, AT RSO3 | 51250, 000"
11 E GUENRCSA AVE, PHOERX, AT B50M | BLASO00"
T30 EMCANTD DR ww, PaSENn, AT BI0GT | SaMT 000
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¥ CHECK OUT ‘@&

LOUR HOT JOB®
2 OPENINGS!:

W VALLEYLIFE

is a non-profit organization that provides programs and services to
men, women, and children with developmental disabilities.

Full Time
and Part
Time
Caregivers
Needed!

We are currently looking for caregivers to
work in group homes throughout Glendale,
Phoenix, Peoria and Scottsdale.
Please apply at www.valleylifeaz.org

R

ALTERNATIVE

=3 SERVICE & REPAIR
North Central’s #1 choice in European

Vehicle Service, Repair, Tires & Alignments.

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL
CHANGE SERVICE

$99,.99*

COMPLIMENTARY A/C
PERFORMANCE TEST

Includes performance test, inspect hoses
and air conditioning componenls
Does not include evacuate and recharge.

Includes up to 6 quarts full synthetic motor
oil and fi rier Does not include taxes and
shop supplies. Expires July 31, 2026.
“Due fo current ol crisis, prices may vary.

www.fanner-motfors.com
10221 N. Cave Creek Road

602-241-9888-
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The C|ty is moving forword with the redevelopmenf of the Montebello Park-and-Ride at the
southeast corner of 19th and Montebello avenues with the goal of bringing mixed-use resi-
dential and commercial to the site (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

PARK-AND-RIDE continued from page 1

moved the end-of-line further north and
the park-and-ride is now underutilized.

The RFP will seek proposals that
provide mixed-use commercial and resi-
dential redevelopment supporting tran-
sit-oriented land use; capitalize on the
site’s strategic location adjacent to a
light rail station; support the long-term
vision established in the Solano Transit-
Oriented Development Policy Plan; and
incorporate pedestrian-oriented design,
public access, and site activation consis-
tent with the Walkable Urban Code.

In the subcommittee report, the city
stated that “Some parking spaces may
need to be maintained on site, which
will be determined by the Public Transit
Department before the RFP is issued.”
The bus loop at the north end of the
property will be retained. They added
that additional public outreach will be
completed prior to releasing the RFP.

Orpheus chorus

tours Baltic states
The Orpheus Male Chorus of

Phoenix, Arizona’s longest-standing
male chorus, are returning from an
international concert tour to the Baltic
States, which took place June 11-22, in
time for a quick break before gearing
up for their 2026-27 season.

The 12-day tour brought the cho-
rus to Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania,
where they performed a series of con-
certs in historic churches and cultural
venues, as well as collaborated with

local choirs. The itinerary included
performances in cities such as Tallinn,
Riga, Kaunas, and Vilnius, offering
opportunities for cultural exchange
through the shared language of music.

Under the direction of Dr. Brook
Larson, artistic director, the chorus pre-
sented a dynamic repertoire reflecting
both American musical traditions and
the rich expressive range of male choral
singing. Performances include a mix of
Americana, spirituals, classical works
and contemporary choral pieces
designed to resonate with international
audiences.

Founded in 1929, the Orpheus
Male Chorus of Phoenix has a long and
distinguished history of touring and
cultural diplomacy. Over the decades,
the chorus has performed throughout
North America, Europe, Asia, and
Australia, earning recognition as
“Arizona’s Cowboy Ambassadors” for
their role in representing the United
States abroad.

The 2026 Baltic tour continues this
tradition, building on recent interna-
tional performances and reinforcing
Orpheus’s commitment to sharing
music as a means of connection, good-
will, and cultural understanding.

The group will hold open rehearsals
and auditions for its 2026-27 season,
The Music of Our Lives, Aug. 11-25 at
Cross Roads United Methodist Church,
7901 N. Central Ave. Men who enjoy
singing and can match pitch are encour-
aged to participate, even without formal
choral experience. For more informa-
tion, visit www.orpheus.org.
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> HOMESMART @ 623-377-8387
MEGAN & JACOB BARKSTROM

BLONDIE

REALTOR® Est. 2013

The Local Name You Know.

FOR SALE | $565K BACK ON MARKET | $250K JusT LISTED | $749,900

7750 N 17" Dr, 85021 1914 W Missouri Ave, 85016 1417 E Whitton Ave, 85014
1,764 SQ/FT | 3 BED | 3 BATH
1,727 SQ/FT | 4 BED | 2 BATH | POOL | CARPORT VACANT LOT W/ ADU CAPABILITIES ' Q/FT | |
IRRIGATED LOT | MATURE TREE STREET UPDATED! SPLIT FLOOR PLAN W/ SECOND MASTER BEDROOM
4’235 SQ/FT CAMELBACK EAST IRRIGATION LOT W/ OUT BUILDING STORAGE

FE™

UNDER CONTRACT | $895K FOR SALE | $575K JUST LISTED | $405K
8001 N 5" Ave, 85021 7005 N Barbados Place, 85021 25773 W Watkins S¢, 85326

BUYER REPRESENTATION 1,889 so/FT | 4 BED. | 3 BATH. |

4,235 SQ/FT CAMELBACK EAST

3,156 SQ/FT | 4 BED | 3 BATH | LARGE PooL e Lo 0 Pl € e 2024 HEATED POOL & SPA

ATTACHED CASITA W/ KITCHEN & LAUNDRY
19K+ SQ/FT IRRIGATION LOT

y THINKING OF MAKING A MOVE?
| Lt ey you nagate your
l'. sellipg and buying process.
f h\ LocAL EXPERTS

PROVEN RESULTS
PERSONAL SERVICE

() 623-377-8387 BLONDIEREALTOR.COM () BLONDIEREALTOR@GMAIL.COM

MEGAN & JACOB BARKSTROM HUSBAND & WIFE REAL ESTATE TEAM

REAL ESTATE REPRESENTATION - ESTATE SALE COORDINATION - LISTING PREPERATION ASSISTANCE - PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES
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Acacia Heights

completes third phase

In late May, Housing for Hope, an
affiliate  of  Catholic  Charities
Community Services, in partnership with
Trinity Housing Development, celebrat-
ed the unveiling of the third and final
phase of Acacia Heights, an affordable
housing complex at 4747 N. 7th Ave., in
Phoenix. The community strengthens
access to high-quality housing, while sup-
porting broader affordability efforts
across the region, the organizations said.

A multi-year, three-phase develop-
ment project, the most current stage of
construction broke ground in 2024 and
was completed in April of 2026. The
approximately $31.5 million funding
for Acacia Heights phase three is from a
variety of sources, including Low
Income Housing Tax Credits from the
Arizona Department of Housing,
ARPA and HOME funds from the city
of Phoenix, as well a permanent loan
and deferred developer fees. AllThrive
365 (formerly the Foundation for
Senior Living) developed phase one,
and Trinity Housing Development was
also the partner for phase two.

COMMUNITY

www.northcentralnews.net

Located just south of Camelback Road on 7th Avenue, affordable housing complex Acacia
Heights in May celebrated the completion of its third and final phase, which brings 68 more

units to the site (submitted photo).

The latest addition to the apartment
complex is a five-story tower that adds
68 units, bringing the total to now 212
units. The new tower features 35 one-
bedroom units, 18 two-bedroom units
and 15 three-bedroom units, ranging in
size from 596 to 1,231 square feet. The
modern-aesthetic apartments feature
separate living and bedroom areas, plen-

ty of storage, and spacious, well-
equipped kitchens. Assisting with lower
monthly expenses, the units are energy
efficient, LEED certified.

Designed to not only be a safe, com-
fortable home, the entire development
was built with community, connection
and well-being in mind. Amenities
include covered onsite parking, an all-

== North Central Pet of the Month

owners:
Age:
' Breed:
Nickname:
Favorite Treat:
- How does he greet you:

Favorite place to go:
Cool Trick/Funny Quirks:

A" DAVE SORE NSE N

FEEAL ES

purpose room for social gatherings, a
teen room, centralized laundry, a fitness
center, secure bicycle storage, and an
outdoor courtyard with a children’s play
area, sport court and community gar-
den boxes. For easy access to transporta-
tion, Acacia Heights is steps from a
Valley Metro Rail stop, as well as Valley
Metro bus routes.

Acacia Heights III is available for
lease, and the complex is accessible for
families and individuals earning 40%
to 60% of the median income (AMI).
Rent is based on the household’s
income, ranging from $772 to $1,193 a
month for a one-bedroom, $926 to
$1,431 for a two-bedroom, and $1,069
to $1,652 for a three-bedroom unit.

For more information, visit
www.catholiccharitiesaz.org or
www.housingforhopeaz.org. ~ Those

interested in applying for a lease, contact
Biltmore Properties at 480-925-3062 or
acaciaheights3leasing@outlook.com.

Give unused items
new purpose

When spring cleaning morphs into
summer sorting, the question becomes
what to do with all of the forgotten flot-
sam. That stack of books gathering dust?
That lamp you no longer love? The
kitchen gadget that seemed useful at the
time? Before tossing them aside and
adding to landfill woes, you may want
to consider giving them a new purpose.

Gently used goods that are donated
to the Arizona Humane Society’s (AHS)
thrift stores do more than make room for
summer shopping — they help support
the Valley’s most vulnerable animals.

North Central residents can visit the
Cave Creek Thrift Store, 13401 N. Cave
Creek Road, to drop off donatable items.
The items should be in working condi-
tion — the store cannot accept broken or
overly worn goods. The Sunnyslope
Campus on Hatcher also can accept small
donated items — leave them in the blue
donation bins located in the parking lot
on 13th Avenue next to Adoptions.

For those larger items that are chal-
lenging to transport, AHS offers free
donation pickup for furniture and large
items or for a minimum of six bags/boxes
in most Valley locations. Their team will
even handle the heavy lifting.

Call 602-870-8521,
thriftscheduling@azhumane.org or use
the online form to schedule a pickup.
Learn more at www.azhumane.org/
donate-your-stuff.

email
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SUMMER

SAVINGS
& SAILING!

Wednesday, July 1| 10 am-12 pm Thursday, July 30 | 6 pm

CENTRAL YACHT ROCK
PARK WEST PARTY

RESIDENCE SHOWCASE & COME ABOARD & PARTY
OPEN HOUSE! WITH THE DIRTY YACHTIN’
SCOUNDRELS!

Come hang out at our Yacht Rock Party with live
music. Enjoy great tunes, cocktails, and a fun
evening with friends. You won't want to miss it!

Come to our Open House and Shocase
event to tour model residences in our
Central Park West building. Enjoy light
snacks and refreshments while learning
about our special incentives..

= RSVP by July 23. Call: (602) 805-9670

= VISIT: BeatitudesCampus.org/Events

= SCAN: QR code and complete the online form

= RSVP by Calling: (602) 805-9670

= VISIT: BeatitudesCampus.org/Events

=« SCAN: QR code and complete the
online form - OR -

=« DROP BY: on July 1 between 10am-Noon

JOIN US BY SCANNING AND REGISTERING ONLINE
FOR ONE (OR BOTH!) EVENTS.

EATITUDES | 1610 W. Glendale Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85021

CaMPUS BeatitudesCampus.org
A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

Beatitudes Campus is a not-for-profit life plan ~ n..
community founded by the Church of the Beatitudes. é\ @ A~ w
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New affordable homes

welcome families

In late May, the city of Phoenix and
Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona
celebrated the dedication of four new
single-family homes in Sunnyslope. The
ceremony marked the completion of
new affordable homes built on city-
owned vacant lots identified through the
Housing Phoenix Plan adopted in 2020.

The homes include three bedrooms,
a den that can serve as a fourth bedroom,
and two and a half bathrooms. Four fam-
ilies began moving into their new homes
in the weeks following the dedication.

In addition to the four new homes,
Habitat is investing $200,000 in
Sunnyslope through home repair ser-
that supplement the
Neighborhood Services Department’s
neighborhood revitalization efforts.
Eight repairs have been completed,
with four underway. Visit
www.phoenix.gov/administration/depa
rtments/nsd.html to learn more about

vices

more

neighborhood revitalizations programs.
This project supports the Housing
Phoenix Plan (HPP), which aimed to

create or preserve 50,000 homes by
2030 — as of March 2026, the city says
that they have surpassed that number
and are at 67,002 total units. A core
strategy of the HPP is redeveloping city
owned land to create more affordable
options, and three of the four Habitat
for Humanity homes were built on
parcels identified through that initia-
tive. While earlier projects focused
largely on rental housing, the city says
that these new homes are the first com-
pleted homeownership units produced
under the effort, marking an important
step in expanding affordable home-
ownership opportunities in Phoenix.

Visit www.phoenix.gov/administra-
tion/departments/housing.html  to
learn more.

Preservation cases
head to planning

At its June 15 meeting, the Historic
Preservation Commission unanimously
recommended North Central
properties for Historic Preservation
Overlay zoning.

The first, case number Z-34-26-3,

two

COMMUNITY

www.northcentralnews.net

is Acacia Library, located at 750 E.
Townley Ave. The library was designed
by Bennie M. Gonzales Associates and
opened to the public on Jan. 5, 1969.
The second, case number Z-35-26-6, is
Roman Roads, a 24-unit townhome
complex located at 1691 E. Maryland
Ave. Primarily designed by Alfred
Newman Beadle, the first five buildings
were built between 1963-1964.

The Roman Roads case will be
heard by the Camelback East Village
Planning Committee (VPC) on July 7.
The Acacia Library case will be heard
by the North Mountain VPC on July
15. Both will be presented to the
Planning Commission on Aug. 6, and
City Council on Sept. 9.

Learn more at
www.phoenix.gov/administration/depart
ments/pdd/historic-preservation.html.

Viridian hosts
community celebration

Camelot Homes will host a grand
opening celebration of Viridian, its new
gated community of eight luxury homes

at 5944 N. 14th St. in North Central

Phoenix, Thursday, July 30, from 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. Guests are invited to enjoy
music, light bites and handcrafted gela-
to from Allora Gelato while touring its
newly completed model home.

Blending  mid-century-inspired
architecture with thoughtfully designed
interiors and outdoor living spaces,
Viridian offers an opportunity to own a
new home in one of Phoenix’s most
established and desirable neighbor-
hoods. The community features two
floor plans ranging from 2,713 to
3,003 square feet, each offering three
bedrooms, three-and-a-half bathrooms,
and a two-car garage. Homes are priced
from $1.6 million.

Representatives from Camelot
Homes and Flowing Wells Landscape
and Pools will be on hand during the
July 30 event to discuss customization
opportunities and options, outdoor liv-
ing concepts and landscape designs
available to future homeowners.

To RSVPD, visit https://viridianmodel
grandopening.rsvpify.com. More infor-
mation is available at
https://camelothomes.com/communi-
ty/viridian.

Denver’s

CAR CAHARE:;

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
EXPERT CAR CARE IN PHOENIX, AZ

S
Ei NE ¥ b

'.'.u
“l.'n-

[

We're your go-to hub for comprehensive auto repair and tire services in Phoenix, AZ. We're committed to delivering

outstanding value, ensuring you receive top-notch service, premium tires, and quality parts—all at prices that won't

break the bank. Our expert technicians are here to answer your questions and provide the best solutions tailored to
your vehicle’'s needs. We're excited to earn your trust and build a lasting relationship with you and your car.

NAPR ALITO CARE

SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
Starting at $69.95

Up to 5 quarts for most vehicles
Exp 7/31/26

! COMPLETEA/C SYSTEM CHECK !
: $129.95

Includes Freon Level Check and Cabin Filter Inspection
Present coupon with service
Exp 7/31/26

4245 North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85013

(602) 248-8000 - denverscarcare.com

HOURS: MON-FRI; 7:30 AM-5:30 PM « SAT: 8:00 AM-2:00 PM

We offer a 36-month, 36,000-mile nationwide warranty on all services.

Eiﬂr
ii’.
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WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS, CALL RODNEY COTY

223 W. Augusta Ave ¢ $1,449,900 1413. W. Frier Drive « $1,145,000 | 501 W. Seldon Lane « $875,000
4 bed, 3 bath, 3000 SF, pool, 4 bed, 2.5 bath, 2100 SF, pool, 4 bed, 2 bath, 1992 SF, pool,
2 car garage, updated! 2 car garage, complete remodel! full remodel

For more information about these and other properties, contact Top 1% Diamond Club 2012-22
2015-24 Five Star Award/Phoenix Magazine

Rod n ey ( :oi'y 2016-24 Top 1% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
North Central Resident ¢ 25 years’ experience

Cell: 602-570-2689 ‘m C @ M PA S S

Fax: 602-749-6114
www.RodneyCoty.com & (W)

Hioneer Title Agency

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE i I 1\

1Lr
' 'YOUR LOCAL| MORTGAGE
IIOANTORIGINATOR

JEFF OHM

PARTNER | NMLS #894175

-

",;.- Ly EflCh RElchenb . ro ér - i - CONTACT ME TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HOME LOAN NEEDS!
e \ﬂ'c_e P1:e sidl ente : g ot g E: jeff@eforward.loans | P: 602-714-0532
— e N oL W: www.jeffohm.com

[

L Maricopa County Sales Manager -

148501, ScottsdaleRd. Ste 160, Scottsdale AZ8524 g Forward Loans.
480368-1500 Office + 602.799.2345 Direct. .- E Ve home irencing, without looking beck

-—l prT

= erich.r erchen"Berger@ptaaz.com . - Branch NMLS #2006640 | 555 W Turney Ave, Suite 1011 Phoenix, AZ 85013

Yk www-p:oneert:tleagemcy ibm . :-.'.:,_ﬁ :

&
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Who We Are

We are a more-than-175-member-strong group of actively
selling agents who have a vested interest in the community,
the real estate market and North Central Phoenix. This tour is
3 cooperative effort among the active REALTORS of the Central

Corridor. The tour has been in existence for more than 35 years
and is an all-volunteer organization.

Location & Meeting
Our meetings are held on the first and third Friday of each month
beginning at 9:00 am. Our meeting spot is at The (asa patio,
/878 N. 16th St., Phoenix, AZ 85020. Following the meeting,
we tour up to 10 homes new to the market. We require those
REALTORS who have a property on the tour to attend the meeting
and then participate in a tour of all houses on that day’s tour.
Each agent provides constructive feedback on price, condition,
and key features of the home. The goal is to network with
fellow REALTORS who also specialize in North Central Phoenix
neighborhoods and help sell the property.

Tour Boundaries
Tour boundaries are Campbell Avenue to the south, 40th Street
to the east, 19th Avenue to the west, with the northern border
running south of the North Phoenix Mountain Preserve (roughly
Peoria) and just north of Lincoln from 16th Street east to 40th St.
The Phoenix Country Club area also is included.

Join Us!
We love working with new members. Join our team and receive
news and information about new homes on the market in the
North Central Region of Phoenix.

For more information or to become a member,
visit our website at

https://northcentraltour.com/

Sweet and curious, Loki loves meeting new
people and is extremely cuddly once he
opens up to those around him (photo cour-
tesy of Arizona Humane Society).

Pet of the Month

Little Loki finally
running free

At first glance, no one would guess
the strength and resilience sweet Loki
possesses to still be here today. A
month ago, the four-year-old American
Pit Bull Terrier was brought to the
Arizona Humane Society after a Good
Samaritan found him in dire straits.

Upon arrival at the shelter, it was
immediately clear that Loki had been
tethered up using a thick plastic wire that
he had become entangled in and chewed
his way out of. Loki was immediately
sedated and taken into the Arizona
Humane Society’s trauma hospital, where
veterinarians found that the plastic-coat-
ed wire lead had wrapped twice around
his neck along with his nylon collar. Both
of which were deeply embedded and
encompassed approximately 60 percent
of Loki’s ventral cervical region.

Loki underwent surgery and subse-
quent daily medical procedures where
his wounds were clipped, cleaned and
fresh honey bandages were put on.
Luckily, this sweet boy was found and
treated in time, but his story serves as a
great reminder that tethering is not
only dangerous due to the extreme
weather of Arizona, but can also be
deadly when pets entangle themselves.

Sweet and curious, Loki (pet num-
ber 849954) loves meeting new people
and is extremely cuddly once he opens
up to those around him. Loki’s adop-
tion fee includes his neuter surgery,
current vaccinations, a microchip and a
follow-up wellness exam with a VCA
Animal Hospital. Visit this handsome
boy at the Arizona Humane Society’s
Papago Park Campus or learn more at
www.azhumane.org/adopt to give him
the loving forever home he deserves.

www.northcentralnews.net

City approves
neglect ordinance

The City
approved updates to the city’s dog
restraint or “tethering” ordinance dur-
ing its June 17 meeting, strengthening
requirements for the humane restraint
of dogs and adding protections during
extreme weather conditions.

Under the revised ordinance. it is

Phoenix Council

unlawful to confine a dog on private
property using a tether, trolley or simi-
lar device unless the animal is under the
direct supervision or visual observation
of its owner or handler. The minimum
allowable length of any restraint is six
feet; an owner shall not restrain a dog
outside by use of a choke collar or pinch
collar or any time during extreme
weather conditions; and restraints must
not unreasonably limit a dog’s move-
ment, prevent access to food, water,
shade, dry ground or adequate shelter.

Residents can report suspected ani-
mal neglect through the City of
Phoenix Animal Neglect Online
Reporting Portal. Click on the “About
Us” link and “Units and Divisions” at
www.phoenix.gov/administration/depa
rtments/police. Anyone observing an
animal in immediate distress should
call 911.

Adopt, treat and
train pets at AAWL

The Arizona Animal Welfare League
(AAWL) rescues, rehabilitates and re-
homes more than 4,000 dogs and cats
that are abandoned or that have been
surrendered by their owners. They do
this primarily by rescuing them from
other shelters in Maricopa County
where they are likely to be euthanized
due to the lack of resources.

But AAWLs service does not end
there. The organization also runs a low-
cost veterinary clinic and a wide variety
of dog training services. Residents will
find free training guides on the AAWL
website that cover a range of topics.
Training classes are available and
include private training, three levels of
Basic Obedience classes and Feisty Fido
classes. Information about all of their
training programs can be found online
at https://aawl.org/dogtraining.

If you are looking for a new dog or
cat companion, visit the AAWL Sonia
Breslow Adoption Center at 25 N.
40th St. or at one of their partner loca-
tions. Learn more at https://aawl.org.
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THINKING OF MAKING A MOV E?

Allow me to successfully guide you through the Real Estate buying and selling journey!

8409 W Diller Growe Ln | $1.895,000 1022 W Las Palmaritas Dr | $730,000 1555 E Qcotillo Rd | $725,000
5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 4,345 SOF Large Lot 13,724 5F 4 Bed | 2 Bath | 3068 SOF 4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2432 SOF
3 Car Tandem Garage J3Bed | 2 Bath | 1.7B3SF Creer 15,000 5F Lot Gated Community
Steps to Royal Palm Park 2-car garage Batween the 7's Represented the Buyer

ERIC MININBERG % COMPASS

602-757-6249 - 5225 N Central Ave #108  ¢2y-
themininberggroup.com B

eric@themininberggroup.com
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8709 N 11th Ave. » $1,280,000
4 bed, 3.5 bath, 3,338 SF

144 E Winter Drive * $1,550,000
4 bed, 3 bath, 2,470 SF
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5820 N. 37th Street » $3,200,000 2218 N 21st PI. » $419.000 SOLD 3311 E Stella Ln. Unit 8 » $2,047,500 sl
5 bed, 4 bath, 3,376SF 3 bed, 1 bath Bungalow, 959 SF. Built in 19201 Three 1+ acre lots in Paradise Valley Still
Available from $1,495,000 - $1,995,000 2.?35
Viesseeds AR ol
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Mary King _ _5%
Jeator 5225 N. Central

ompass . . . .
Cell 602.319.4055 Suite 108 To find out more about specifics in
www.soldbymaryking.com Phoenix ¢ 85012 your neighborhood, contact me for

a no obligation consultation.
[E Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you. =




