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Making the case for
historic preservation

By Kathryn M. Miller

Sunnyslope’s Acacia Library represents more than
just a place to check out books and media. To the
community members who showed up to speak at the
North Mountain Village Planning Committee (VPC)
meeting on July 15, it has been a place to learn
English and seek higher education, a place to escape,
a place to dream and a place that showcases the lega-
cy of well-known Valley architect Bennie Gonzales.

At the end of the day, it is the preservation of
Phoenix history — of the building, the area and the
people — that is at the forefront of a current move to
obtain Historic Preservation Overlay zoning status
for the library, which was built in 1969. A cause
speartheaded by Julia Taggart, president of the
Sunnyslope Historical Society, and one that the non-
profit Preserve Phoenix fully supports.

Preserve Phoenix is the only historic preservation
advocacy organization in Phoenix, although there are
many other groups that work within specific neigh-
borhoods, particular eras or in Arizona more broadly.
The volunteer board is small, but the work is impor-
tant, says board president Erin Lindsey, and as an
Arizona native and founder of the Phoenix Art Deco
Society, work that is close to her heart.

The Society is “how I met all of these crazy preser-
vation people. They sucked me in — in a really great way
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By Kathryn M. Miller

As a new school year gets underway, Lindsay
Murray is not only getting her own children geared
up for the transition from summer vacation back to a
school schedule, but she also is focused on making
sure the approximately 600 students at Madison
Camelview Elementary School have a successful start
to their 2026-27 school year.

Murray will begin the new school year in a brand-
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new position in the Madison School
District — as principal at Camelview, after
serving as assistant principal for four years
at Madison Simis Elementary School,
then as principal for the past three years.
Drawing on her experience as both an
educator and administrator, she says that
the first month of school is crucial as fam-
ilies head back to school and get back into
successful routines.

“I think the biggest thing is to
remember that kids are resilient, and
oftentimes I think parents are so much
more concerned than the kids are,”
Murray said. “They’re excited. They might
be nervous and have the butterflies to go

Lindsay Murray,
the new princi-
pal at Madison
Camelview
Elementary
School is
preparing for
the new school
year for both
her kids (pic-
tured) and the
hundreds of
students at her

school (submit-
ted photo).

R

successful school year starts now

to school and see their new friends, but the biggest
thing you can do is a parent is to make sure that you
are on a schedule. Summer is different...getting back
into a school routine where they are going to bed at a
consistent time, waking up at a consistent time about
a week before the year starts can be really helpful.”

The principal added that oftentimes she sces
kindergarten and first-grade parents having a chal-
lenging time envisioning the drop-off experience and
encourages families to practice that process.

“It is OK to contact the school and see if you can
drive through the parking lot and practice getting out
of the car in the morning, or the student carrying

please see SCHOOL YEAR on page 6
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North Central is more than a market - it’s our home.
Our story began here, and we'd love to help shape yours.
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From the Editor

Nothing is constant except change
— a trite observation, perhaps, but one
that has been rattling around in my
head this last month as the team at
North Central News worked on one last
issue together.

If you read
Tara’s letter (page
4), you know that
after 27 years, the
paper has been
sold. We are not
going away, the
September issue

will come out,
and we hope to be here for many years
to come. But we will continue without
our founder, Tara, and the glue that
has held our office together for more
than a decade, Janice. And, of course,

everyone’s favorite office mascot,

Abbey.
Working at a community newspa-
per is a lot like being a part of a family.
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We care about the neighborhoods that
we cover and the people who live in
them. And we care about one another.
I’m not going to lie...this hurts.

However, North Central is my
community, too, and I am committed
to continuing to cover the neighbor-
hood news that matters and voicing
your concerns to city leaders and the
broader community. And while I can’t
speak for our sales manager, Joanne, I
know that she will keep bringing her A
game in support of our dedicated
advertisers, to whom we are grateful.

I have never liked goodbyes. So,
Tara and Janice, until next time, thank
you for everything you have done for us
and for the North Central community.
And to you, our neighbors, thank you
for your readership and your continued
support as we travel this journey
together.

Until next month, all my best,

Kathryn M. Miller
Editor, North Central News
editor@northcentralnews.net
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Spencers Warehouse |s Jammed Packed With Outstanding Deals! Everything Is Priced

to Move. If You Need An Appliance In The Next 6 Months, You Owe It To Yourself /
To Get Here Today. At Spencers, You Get The Products You Need At The Prices  ~
You Desire. 1000's Of People Have Made The Wise Choice By Buying At Spencers!
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* 3.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
* 8 Wash Cycles
* 3 Temperature Settings
* Dual Action Agitator
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* Auto Dryness Control
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TV & APPLIANCE

65” LED SMART HDTV
* Smart TV
* Mini LED Al Mode ¢ Motion Xcelerator
UN65M80HA

$799
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PENCERS

DISHWASHER
* Normal
Wash Cycle
* Heated Dry
On/Off
« Standard
Upper Rack
HDA20000VBB
CLOSEOUT

* Purse Spectrum Color

Hotpoint.

$319
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GILBERT SantanVillage | 2711 S.Santan Village Pkwy | 480-366-3900
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(602) 689-2588
HERSCHEDE.SHOP

Thank you for 27 years

of community support

Tara A. Blanc, Publisher

For nearly 27 years, North Central
News has been bringing independent
local news and advertising to the North
Central community every month. It has
been an honor and a pleasure to have
been part of building a medium that has
persevered for more than a quarter cen-
tury through economic downturns, a
pandemic, and a myriad of social and
political changes, including the demise
of too many print newspapers. So, it is
with mixed emotions that I will step
down as publisher and owner of the
North Central News, effective Aug. 1.

When the late John Myers, a local
publisher, Tim Mullan, a local realtor,
and I joined forces to create a communi-
ty newspaper for the North Central area
in the fall of 1999, I had no idea that the
paper would have this kind of longevity.
That it has is a tribute to the staff we've
had over the years, our loyal advertisers,
and all of you in the community who
have offered us such staunch support.
Our content has evolved and expanded
over the years, but our focus on the com-
munity has remained constant as we
have highlighted the local achievements,
issues, and concerns that impact the
North Central community.

As of Sept. 1, North Central News
will be published by the O’Rourke
Media Group, a local media company
that specializes in publishing local com-
munity newspapers in 45 markets across
nine states, including the CITYSunTimes
and several other Arizona community
newspapers. Despite the change in own-
ership, our readers and advertisers should
expect the same focused level of local
news and feature coverage and the same
great attention to local advertisers.

I've been incredibly fortunate in the
people who have chosen to be part of
our North Central News family. I'm so
grateful for the support from our editor,
Kathryn Miller, our sales manager,
Joanne Day, and our office manager,
Janice Backus, who are the ones who
make this paper happen each month. I
cannot thank them enough. I'm also
very grateful for the former editors, sales
representatives, and administrators who
helped us build the paper over the years.
I offered advice, provided support, and
wrote the checks, but these are the peo-
ple wo did all of the hard work.

We never could have started the
paper, let alone survived for 27 years,

COMMUNITY

www.northcentralnews.net

The NCN staff (front, from I-r): Joanne Day,
sales manager; Janice Backus, administra-
tor; Abby, official mascot; (back, I-r), Kathryn
Miller, editor, and Tara Blanc, publisher.

without the support of our advertisers.
The support we've received from local
Realtors, school districts, and businesses
large and small has allowed us to provide
a free-circulation community newspaper
every month for more than two decades.
To the many North Central businesses
that have supported us over the last 27
years, I am truly grateful.

And last, but not least, I want to
express my gratitude to you, our readers.
Your encouragement and criticism have
played a vital role in our growth and evo-
lution, and I am deeply grateful to those
of you who take the time to read our
paper, patronize our advertisers and offer
us thoughtful feedback on what we do.

In an era in which media outlets are
being consolidated or simply shut down,
it’s more important than ever for small,
independent newspapers to continue
giving a voice to their local communities.
Local newspapers not only support local
economies and preserve local history,
they also play a vital role in strengthen-
ing community ties, supporting local
democracy, and holding local institu-
tions and officials accountable. I have
every confidence that the new ownership
of North Central News will continue this
commitment to the community and I
hope you all will continue to support the
paper as it moves into a new era.

I know this is the right decision,
but it is not an easy one, and saying
goodbye is one of the most painful
things I've ever done. I will miss the
vibrancy and community of North
Central and, most of all, I will miss my
North Central News family. To them
and to our readers and advertisers —
thank you for allowing me to be a small
part of your lives for the past 27 years.
It has truly been an honor.
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OVERSIZED LOT

6755 N 7TH AVENUE
PHOENIX AZ 85015

4 BEDS, 5.5 BATHS, 4,25
d-CAR GARAGE « BY

$1,795,000

CONTEMPORARY, LUXURY, CUL-DE-SAC MULTI-DWELLINE, HISTORIC MEDLOCK PLACE
910 E KALER DRIVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85020 57 W PASADENA AVE, PHOENIX, AZ 85013
$2,795,000 $2,100,000
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Bobby Link, PC
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C. 602 574.1541

COMPASS Real Extate
5225 H Cantral Ave,, Suite 108
Phoanix, AL BS012

centralphy.com | bitmareazagent.com
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LUXURY LIVING IN NORTH CENTRAL
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SCHOOL YEAR continued from page 1

their backpack into the school,”
Murray said. “And then letting them
have some ownership... letting them
pick out their new shoes or their new
backpack, that can make them feel a lit-
tle bit more special.”

Other easy tips for parents: make
sure that your child has shoes that they
can tie by themselves; make sure that
they can open and close their own lunch
box; always label their belongings; and
for nervous students, place a photo of
yourself and the family in the student’s
backpack, “Then, if theyre feeling ner-
vous, they can just look at it and know
that you care about them,” Murray said.

In the Madison District, the first
day of class is Tuesday, Aug. 11, and at
Camelview, Meet the Teacher events
will be held the day before — a perfect
opportunity to do a “dry run” for the
first day of school and a chance to get
to know the teacher, drop off supplies
and explore the student’s classroom,
Murray said.

The broader community also has
the ability to contribute toward a suc-
cessful school year through volunteer
opportunities, “Whether you are some-
one who wants to come have lunch
with students and support their social
and emotional wellbeing or maybe sup-
port their reading through tutoring; we
have an Art Masterpiece program if you
like the arts and want to share your pas-
sion with the students — there are tons
of ways to volunteer,” Murray said.

And the principal is eager to get to
know Camelview families and neigh-
bors. Those who are interested in donat-
ing resources to the school or supporting
the school community in other ways are
always welcome to reach out to her.

The Madison District has a vision

Homes Fix Mix
Homes don’t fix themselves, we do.

CALL NOW -

COMMUNITY

www.northcentralnews.net

statement: “Inspiring passion for learn-
ing and leading in an ever-changing
world.” But what inspires Murray?

“Oh my gosh, you made me emotion-
al,” Murray said. “I am inspired every day
by my kids. I am a much more empathet-
ic leader and educator now that I have
children of my own, and I see the world
through their eyes a little bit, and being
motivated to make sure that they have a
great experience and that the world that
we are setting them up for is going to be
one that they can contribute positively to
and they feel welcome in and included in
— that's what motivates me. I aspire to
make sure that the next generation of stu-
dents can have the same wonderful educa-
tional experiences that we did.”

Grant supports
art engagement

Art Heals Arizona announced that
the organization was awarded a
$150,000 grant from Virginia G. Piper
Charitable Trust. The grant is designat-
ed for building fundraising capacity
through increasing effectiveness, donor
retention and long-term sustainability
for funding vital services that help
children’s
resilience through the arts.

The grant will help support the
development team in the areas of mar-
and

transform trauma to

keting, volunteer engagement,
annual giving. This team will focus
efforts on creating and implementing
strategies that will build and maintain
strong relationships between prospec-
tive donors and Art Heals Arizona.

Art Heals Arizona (formerly Free
Arts of Arizona) was founded in 1993
and has worked to transform children’s
trauma to resilience through the arts.
For

www.arthealsaz.org.

more information, visit

FREE ESTIMATES

480-364-2460

Homesfixmix.com ¢ Big and small, we do it all!
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Model Home Now Open

Tour our newly opened model home and experience modern desert living, redefined — an intimate
collection of architecturally distinctive residences in the heart of Uptown Phoenix. New builds and
Quicker Delivery homes now available. Schedule your private tour today or visit our sales office.

5937 N 14th St. Phoenix, AZ 85014
Open Daily 10am-5pm | Wed & Sun 12-5pm

camelothomes.com - 602.818.3725
A Vision of How Life Can and Should Be
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PRESERVATION continued from page 1

— and it totally changed my life,”
Lindsey said. “It feels good to make a
difference with some really awesome
preservationists who have been doing
this for years and years and years.”

The organization’s mission is to pre-
serve and protect the city’s historic
buildings, neighborhoods and districts,
and through their efforts, the history of
Phoenix unfolds.

“When you start investing in the
history, even individually learning
about the where youre from, where
you're living, you have this connection
to it, and that builds community and it
builds Lindsey  said.
“Sometimes the culture of Phoenix
seems really weird. Not a lot of people
are from here or they move and come
back, or they’re transplants. But there’s
something about the history, a tangible
history in a building that you can expe-
rience if it’s still around for you to enjoy
and learn about. You build camaraderie
with your neighbor, with the place that
youre from. Sometimes the identity of
Phoenix gets so lost. I think that identi-
ty is here in our historic buildings.”

One of the biggest threats to his-
toric preservation is the sheer amount
of new development — “it is so much
easier to just tear things down,”
Lindsey said. But the organization is
not anti-development or anti-progress,
and they dont want developers to see
historic preservation as a roadblock.

“We want people to know that pro-
tecting these buildings doesn’t just mean
protecting it for the sake of it still being
there,” she said. “It means adaptively
reusing them and encouraging develop-
ers and the city and to think outside of
the box when it comes to redevelop-
ment, especially in downtown. Historic

culture,”

COMMUNITY
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Barney Gonzales, son of the architect Bennie Gonzales, addressed the North Mountain
Village Planning Committee members at a July 15 meeting as the community made the case
for historic overlay zoning for the 57-year-old Acacia Library (photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

preservation adds value to a develop-
ment; there’s a way that we can all coex-
ist and create something really great for
our city while also honoring the past.”

A big win for preservation communi-
ty came in March this year, when a new
owner stepped in to save the Mystery
Castle. Another came on July 17 with
ASU’s withdrawal of legal action against
downtown’s Louis Emerson House, as
they sought to acquire the property
through eminent domain. Built in 1902
— 10 years before Arizona become a state
— Preserve Phoenix considers it an irre-
placeable Phoenix landmark.

“Oftentimes, the loses in preserva-
tion weigh heavy on us,” Lindsey told
us after the announcement. “So, to
have a win this big is something worth
celebrating and we are so thankful to
everyone who wrote letters, signed the
petition and shared the story of the
Emerson House — our voices do matter,
and this is the proof!”

Residents who want to learn more
about local preservation efforts can join
Preserve Phoenix at the Louis Emerson
House for a casual celebration and

open house on First Friday, Aug. 7.
Also, a happy hour event is in the
works at Sunnyslope’s popular Let it
Roll Bowl (12th Street and Dunlap
Avenue), which features a preservation-
worthy Pierson and Miller 1960 exteri-
or. Details will be announced soon.
Learn more at www.preservephx.org.

As for the North Central cases in
the overly zoning process, the North
Mountain VPC voted unanimously to
move the Acacia Library case forward.
The Roman Roads historic preserva-
tion case was recommended unani-
mously by the Camelback East VPC on
July 7. Both cases will be heard by the
Planning Commission on Aug. 6 and
Phoenix City Council on Sept. 9. Find
information at www.phoenix.gov —
search “Historic Preservation.”

Phoenix offers

crisis assistance

According to data released by the
Arizona Department of Economic
Security in May of this year, nearly
458,000 Arizonans have been removed

from the Supplemental Nutrition
Program (SNAP) after
changes were made at the federal level
last summer. The Arizona Center for
Economic Progress says that the decline
is especially concerning for children,
older adults, people with disabilities
and low-wage workers who rely on
SNAP to help cover basic needs.

“When benefits are reduced or fami-
lies lose eligibility, the consequences ripple
beyond individual households, increasing
pressure on food banks, schools, health
systems, and local economies,” the orga-
nization said in a statement.

With that in mind, in July, the city
of Phoenix announced the launch of
Targeted One-Time Crisis Assistance to
provide short-term financial support to
households that have experienced a
complete loss of SNAP nutrition assis-
tance on or after Oct. 1, 2025.

The program helps households
maintain stability by covering essential
utility expenses, allowing families to
use more of their remaining income to
cover other essential expenses.

Created as part of the Phoenix City
Council’s approval of a supplemental
budget allocation of $3.15 million for
Flexible Financial Assistance, the pro-
gram began July 6 and will remain avail-
able while the limited funding lasts.

Eligible applicants will receive $600
toward a utility account and $100 in
transportation assistance. To qualify for
the program, applicants must meet cer-
tain criteria and provide photo identifi-
cation, proof of city of Phoenix resi-
dency, SNAP case number and utility
account number(s).

Assistance

Apply online at www.phoenix.gov/
benefitlossassistance. Residents who have
questions or need assistance may send an
email to benefitlosshelp@phoenix.gov or

call 602-262-7627 (SNAP).

602-812-3387 - hassettinsurance.com
Lifelong North Central Phoenix Resident

Hassett Insurance
Can Help You Save

As an independent insurance agency we can place and
manage high-quality, cost-effective plans with 25+ carriers
for your auto, home and business insurance needs. We are

dedicated to providing personalized insurance products
that provide quality protection, security, and peace of mind.

Give us a call today to learn how we can help you save.

AUGUST DAD JOKE

Why did the teacher wear

sunglasses to class?

The students were so bright.

HASSETT
INSURANCE

AUTO - HOME - LIFE - BUSINESS
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HIGHLAND

———REAL ESTATE————
A NORTH CENTRAL BRAND

We're a small, local team of area experts who focus on what’s best for you!

e [l

JUST LISTED - $600,000 ACTIVE LISTING - $2,850,000 SOLD - $1,625,000

12631 N. 34TH PLACE 5525 E LINCOLN DRIVE #105 4310 E. KINGS AVE.
3 BED /2 BATH / 1757 SF / POOL 4 BED / 3.5 BATH / 3,424 SF 4 BED / 3 BATH / POOL / 3.695 SF
REMODELED HOME WITH POOL BEAUTIFUL HOME ON STUNNING GOLF COURSE LOT PREMIUM LOT IN MANOR 44 ESTATES

SOLD - $1,150,000 SOLD - $510,000 PENDING - $365,000

525 W. PALO VERDE DRIVE 5626 N. INEZ COURT 15161 N. 90TH DRIVE

4 BED / 3 BATH / POOL / 2,650 SF 3 BED / 2 BATH / DEN / 2,079 SF 3 BED / 3 BATH / POOL / 1,735 SF
REPRESENTED THE BUYER REPRESENTED THE BUYER OPEN PLAN ON CUL DE SAC IN DESERT HARBOR

CALL US AND
EXPERIENCE

THE HIGHLAND TEAM
DIFFERENCE

We have more than 77 combined
years of Real Estate experience.

602-354-7252

k:

nnnnnnn

KKK

* * aaad -
* OLD REPUBLIC TITLE AGENCY Laura Valenzuela

*oexx® - VICE PRESIDENT
. — - SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVE

1 ’ MANAGING ' 602.300.9324
&5 B FOR THE LONG RUN laurav@ortc.com
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Shade trees available
to SRP customers

Registration for the two remaining
SRP Free Shade Tree Program virtual
workshops is now open. Workshops are
scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 29, at 10
a.m., and Saturday, Sept. 26, at 10 a.m.

The program, which is offered in
partnership with Trees Matter, gives
current SRP customers two free shade
trees after they complete a free online
class that teaches them how to maxi-
mize the benefits of their trees.

When planted in strategic areas,
shade trees can help reduce energy costs
by up to 25 percent, improve air quali-
ty, increase property value and support
local wildlife. All trees offered through
the program are desert-adapted species.
Participants will learn about the bene-
fits of each species and how to care for
them during the online workshop.

Customers will be notified of the
tree pickup date after completing the
webinar. In 2026, SRP distributed
nearly 6,000 free trees to customers.
Since the initiative began in 2012,
33,000 customers have planted trees

COMMUNITY
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through the SRP Shade Tree Program.
For more information and to regis-
ter, visit www.srp.net/shadetrees.

Enjoy evening of film,
conversation

The Women’s Giving Collective of
Southwest Human Development will
host an evening of strength, resilience
and purpose at a screening of the film
“Three (Extra)Ordinary Women,” Aug.
12, 5:30 to 8 p.m. at Osborn Maledon,
2929 N. Central Ave., Suite 2000.

After attend-
ing a virtual
workshop,
SRP cus-
tomers have
the opportu-
nity o add
shade to
their property
through the
utility’s Free
Shade Tree
Program
(submitted
photo).

dle-aged women of color united by
friendship and a shared goal-to climb
Mt. Kilimanjaro who challenge them-
selves to rewrite the narrative of what
women can achieve. Through their jour-
neys, each woman asks: “What is my per-
sonal Kilimanjaro?” Their answers reveal
powerful stories of resilience, shaped by
experiences with trauma, poverty, and
adversity. Today, they continue to pursue
meaningful goals that uplift both their
lives and their communities.

The event includes refreshments and

a post-film Q&A with Pearlette Ramos,
one of the film’s protagonists, and Alison
Steier, Ph.D., vice president of Mental
Health Services at Southwest Human
Development, who will offer insights
and reflections inspired by the film.
Tickets are $10 for Collective mem-
bers; $20 for non-members and guests.
RSVP at https://pro.gofundme.com/
event/wgc-three-extraordinary-
women/e815891. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.swhd.org/wgc.

Tournament benefits
Lura Turner Homes

The Lura Turner Homes 31st annual
Golf Tournament will be held Friday, Sept.
11, at Grand Canyon University Golf
Course, 5902 W. Indian School Road.

The shotgun start is at 6:30 a.m.;
cost per player is $200 through Aug. 15;
$225 afterwards. All proceeds benefit the
special needs residents of Lura Turner
Homes for Developmentally Disabled
Adults, founded in Phoenix in 1965 by
Methodist deaconess Lura Turner.

For details, visit www.luraturner-

homes.org or call 602-943-4789.

Denver’s

CAR CARHARE

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
EXPERT CAR CARE IN PHOENIX, AZ

We're your go-to hub for comprehensive auto repair and tire services in Phoenix, AZ. We're committed to delivering

outstanding value, ensuring you receive top-notch service, premium tires, and quality parts—all at prices that won't

break the bank. Our expert technicians are here to answer your questions and provide the best solutions tailored to
your vehicle’'s needs. We're excited to earn your trust and build a lasting relationship with you and your car.

! COMPLETEA/C SYSTEM CHECK |
! $129.95

Includes Freon Level Check and Cabin Filter Inspection
Present coupon with service
Exp 8/31/26

]
1SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
l Starting at $69.95
|
'

Up to 5 quarts for most vehicles
Exp 8/31/26

4245 North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85013
(602) 248-8000 - denverscarcare.com

HOURS: MON-FRI: 7:30 AM-5:30 PM « SAT: 8:00 AM-2:00 PM
We offer a 36-month, 36,000-mile nationwide warranty on all services.

Ei'r
iﬁ

AP AUTO CARE




$1,244,060

AVG SALE PRICE

(+28% from last year)

$434.37

AVG SALE PRICE/SQFT

(+4.8% from last year)

$735,000

MEDIAN SALE PRICE

(+8.5% from last year)

$386.27

.. | MEDIAN SALE PRICE/SQFT [

(+2.6% from last year)

('

DAYS ON MARKET

(+15% from last year)

Featured Home: 144 E Winter Drive, Phoenix
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 2,470 SQFT | $1.550,000
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Twirling corps
expands membership

The Arizona Twirling Athletes
Baton Twirling Corps is expanding its
membership to boys and girls between
the ages of 5 and 15 in the central and
north Valley areas.

A special introductory session will
begin the week of Aug. 24 at Rose Lane
Elementary School, Madison Heights
Elementary ~ School,  Sunnyslope
Elementary School and Desert Foothills
Jr. High. The eight-week training ses-
sion will meet once a week for 45 min-
utes. The youth will be instructed by
Becky Hewitt, director of the award-
winning unit for the past 51 years.

A number of skills will be included
in the program, including marching,
dancing, gymnastics and baton
twirling. The nonprofit performing
unit can be seen in many local parades
and performances this fall in the Valley,
including the APS Electric Light
Parade and the Fiesta Bowl Parade,
where they perform with their winning
parade float down Central Avenue. The
corps also sponsors a special training

5520 N. 4th Street ¢ $5,125,000
6 Bed ¢ 6.5 Bath ¢ Pool * 6,431 SF
New Benchmark Sale!

2 Bed ¢ 2 Bath * 1,606 SF
Villages of Aviano

Janeen Gelinas
Associate Broker

480-221-7379

janeengelinas@gmail.com
www.myAZroots.com
@Janeen_Gelinas

COMPASS

ErS

STRATEGIC POSITIONING e TRUSTED RELATIONSHIPS ¢ COLLABORATIVE EXPERTISE ¢ EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

www.northcentralnews.net

The Arizona Twirling Athletes Baton Twirling Corps will host introductory sessions at a hand-
ful of areal schools in August as it seeks to expand its membership (submitted photo).

camp for members during the month of
June each year at the Wigwam Resort
and competes each year at the Regional
Twirling Competition in San Diego.
For times and registration fees, call
Hewitt at 602-743-2681 or visit the
organization’s  website:
zonatwirlingathletes.org.

www.ari-

6311 E. Phoenician Blvd. * $3,150,000
3 Bed ¢ 3.5 Bath » 3,082 SF
Ascent at the Phoenician

Scan here for
OFF MARKET OPPORTUNITIES

Supply grant window
closes Aug. 10

A few new classroom supplies can go
a long way, says Arizona Public Service
(APS). They can turn a math lesson into
a hands-on activity, help students see a
concept click in real-time and give teach-

4416 N. 37th Way ¢ $2,600,000
4 Bed ¢ 5.5 Bath ¢ Lap Pool * 4,066 SF
Gated Community

1412 E. Colter ® $2,200/month
3 Bed ¢ 1 Bath » 1,364 SF
Great Yard

How a property is positioned,
marketed, and represented matters.

Strategic collaboration and thoughtful execution
continue to create exceptional outcomes
for luxury home sellers.

— Janeen Gelinas

ers more ways to bring learning to life.

That is the idea behind the APS
Supply My Class program, which helps
K-12 public school and public charter
school teachers within the utility’s ser-
vice territory purchase supplies that
support student learning, creativity
and confidence.

Now entering its ninth year, the
APS Supply My Class program pro-
vides $500 prepaid cards to qualifying
teachers to buy classroom supplies.

For many teachers, that funding
helps cover much more than pencils,
notebooks and markers. It enables the
creation of more engaging, interactive
classrooms where students can partici-
pate, collaborate and connect what
they are learning to everyday life, the
utility said.

Previous Supply My Class winner
and middle school teacher, Jodie Ray-
Marlowe, used the funding to purchase
supplies that have helped to increase the
active participation in lessons among
her students. This included practicing
concepts in real time and connecting
math to daily decisions like comparing
prices, calculating discounts, under-
standing rates of change and evaluating
cell phone plans or budgeting options.

“The impact extends far beyond
supplies,” Ray-Marlowe shared. “This
support has helped make it easier to
students
explore ideas, work through real-world
examples, feel more capable as math
learners and build stronger connections
to the math they use every day.”

To enter,
www.aps.com/supplymyclass to com-
plete their application by 12 p.m. Aug.
10. Winners will be randomly selected
and notified by Oct. 9.

create lessons where can

teachers can visit

Bookstore hosts

‘Educator’ night
Changing Hands Bookstore will

celebrate teachers, educators and librar-
ians during Educator Appreciation
Night, scheduled at the Phoenix store,
300 W. Camelback Road, Aug., Friday,
Aug. 21, from 6 to 8 p.m.

During the event, educators will
enjoy a 20 percent storewide discount,
free refreshments, free swag for class-
rooms and more. There is no need to
RSVP. Just grab a fellow educator
friend or three and join the fun.

Learn more by visiting www.chang-
inghands.com. Contact the store by
calling 602-274-0067.
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Get a Taste of Life Here at Beatitudes Campus

: Thursday, September 10 | 10 am ¥
Spand il mmmmmmmmmmhmmmmmmmhm
daily life that make Beatitudes Campus an exciting option for your retirement.

RSVP by September 8 Call: (480) 770-1391 or Visit: BeatitudesCampus.org/Events

Bring your hunger for answers (and a hearty brunch) and ask the people who know best: our residents.

Ask Current Residents About the Benefits of Renting Get the Facts About Fees From Current Residents
Tuesday, August 18 | 10 am Tuesday, August 25 | 10 am
Curious about rental living? Hear how renting Curious about entrance fees? Hear how entrance

provides flexibility while maintaining access to care fees offer future security, estate preservation and

as your needs change. guaranteed care.
RSVP by August 14 RSVP by August 21
Call: (480) 493-0188 or Call: (480) 818-9838 or
Visit: BeatitudesCampus.org/Events Visit: BeatitudesCampus.org/Events

(FASLTA  ORSCAN THE GR CODE AND REGISTER EATITUDES
705 ONLINE FOR ONE (OR ALL!) EVENTS.

cCaMPUS

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUMNITY

e g 1610 W. Glendale Ave. | Phoenix, AZ 85021
b Beatitudes Compus i5 a nof-for-pralit e plan community
“I founded by the Church of the Beatitudes. BedaTiTupesCaMPUS.ORG
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Pet of the Month

Delightful Diamond loves
everyone that she meets

Truly a gem in every way, Diamond
(pet number 852017) is a special pup
who is patiently waiting at the Arizona
Humane Society for her forever home.
As with many pets who have made their
way to Valley shelters, this adorable 5-
year-young Shepherd mix found her way
to the shelter after her previous family
could not afford her medical care.

Diamond’s previous family became
worried about her after she lost her
appetite and was no longer eating.
Thinking she may have eaten some-
thing she should not have, they
brought her to the Arizona Humane
Society and surrendered her to ensure
she got the help she needed.

Luckily, X-rays revealed that this
loving girl did not ingest anything she
shouldn’t have but her bloodwork did
reveal elevated protein levels, which her
new family will need to keep an eye on
in the future.

Those who know this gentle pup say
she is extremely calm, loves everyone she
meets and fits in perfectly with everyone
around her. While on field trips with
volunteers, Diamond has also proven to
be a great walker, calm in the car and
gets along great with kids and other dogs
who match her serene lifestyle.

Diamond’s adoption fee includes
her spay surgery, current vaccinations, a
microchip and a follow-up wellness
exam with a VCA Animal Hospital.
Visit this sweet girl at the Arizona

Diamond is an adorable 5-year-young
Shepherd mix who is gentle, calm, friendly

and looking for a forever home (photo

courtesy of Arizona Humane Society).

Humane Society’s South Mountain
Campus or learn more at www.azhu-
mane.org/adopt to give her the loving
forever home she deserves.

Help pets
weather the storm

With the monsoon season in full
swing, the Arizona Humane Society
(AHS) reminds pet owners that there
can be an increase in injuries and ani-
mals escaping from homes and yards
when a pet’s sensitivity to storms results
in intense fear. Storm phobia is one of
the most common phobias in dogs and
cats and may present as general anxiety,
whining and barking, hiding, house
soiling, or destructive behavior.

The AHS Behavior and Training
Team recommends the following tips.
First, never punish pets for showing fear-
ful or anxious behavior. Act calm and
interact with them like you usually would

COMMUNITY
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to show them a storm is “no big deal.”

Create positive associations with
storms by giving their favorite treats,
toys and verbal praise for calm behavior
during a storm. Start as early as possible
and continue reinforcing this through-
out their lives. Some pets may be unaf-
fected for years and then develop storm
anxiety symptoms.

Help desensitize pets to storms by
playing a thunderstorm CD or music
tracks found online at low volume dur-
ing happy times, like eating and play-
ing. Gradually increase the volume over
time. Also, create a safe space. It could
be a crate or a closet. Ensure proper
ventilation and access to their space
when you’re not home.

Another tactic: tire them out. Use
obedience classes and daily exercise to
help reduce anxiety. Drown out the
noise by turning on the TV or radio
and bathroom fans. Some pets will take
comfort in repetitive, familiar sounds
like dishwashers or washing machines.
And reduce the impact of lightning
flashes by closing blinds and turning on
both inside and outside lights.

Use calming tools like a Thundershirt
or pheromones, and always consult with
your veterinarian or behaviorist. Some
pets have such severe anxiety that med-
ication is needed to keep them safe.

Finally, make sure your pet is
microchipped, wearing a collar and is
kept indoors. If they must go outside to
potty, attach a harness and leash and go
out with them.

If your pet goes missing this sum-
mer or you find a lost pet, visit

www.azhumane.org/lostpet for tips on

helping get them back home.

Paws group
promotes literacy

The nonprofit Paws for Youth is
encouraging families to include pets in
at home learning routines after seeing
firsthand how therapy dogs can help
children become more confident read-
ers through the organization’s Animals,
Books & Children (ABC) program.

Throughout the school year, trained
therapy dog teams from Paws for Youth
visit schools across Arizona, giving chil-
dren an opportunity to read aloud to a
nonjudgmental animal companion. The
program is designed to build confidence,
improve motivation and help children
develop a lifelong love of books.

The organization said that teachers
participating in the program regularly
report improvements in students’ will-
ingness to read aloud and engage with
books. Some children who are initially
reluctant readers become enthusiastic
participants after spending time with a
therapy dog.

Families can recreate many of the
same benefits at home. Paws for Youth
recommends creating a comfortable
space where children can read aloud to
a family pet. The audience doesn’t have
to be a dog. Cats, rabbits, birds, rep-
tiles, fish and even favorite stuffed ani-
mals can provide a supportive audience
for young readers.

For

information, visit

www.pawsforyouth.org.

more

=
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4150 E. CACTUS RD #115
2 Beds, 2 Baths, 942 SF
Ground level by new PV Mall

ELALTORE

330 W. LAWRENCE RD
6 Beds, 5 Baths, 5,248 SF
Location, privacy & perfection

B & MLS

(602)625-7058 « MikeWeeksRealtor.com/listings « Reliable. | Experienced. | Diligent.
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WHY GO WITH LAND ROVER CHANDLER?

Lower sales tax rate in Chandler.

*Complimentary loaner vehicle.

*Only 7 minutes south of Sky Harbor.

*Exclusive mobile pick up and drop off for service. Direct to your house or office.

*Mobile service available, we'll come to you.

*Bobby Perich, General Manager, is a central Phoenix native and is your neighbor!

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE COMPLIMENTARY
FIRST OIL CHANGE.

CALL THE GM, BOBBY PERICH, DIRECT AT 480-421-4610

LandRoverChandler.com

LAND ROVER CHANDLER . @ aOW Orchidlane | MenFri Sam_gpm
£ Chandler, AZ 85226 Saturday: 9am-6pm
CLOSER THAN YOU THINK, i 855.556.6757 Sunday: 11am-5pm

BETTER THAN YOU IMAGINED.

A PENMSKE AUTOMOTIVE DEALERSHIP
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Corley receives

‘Community’ award

Audrey Corley, founder of Melrose
District mainstay Boycott Bar, has
earned the Greater Phoenix Equality
Chamber’s 2026 Community
Partnership Award.

For more than two decades, Corley
has helped shape what LGBTQ+
nightlife, community and belonging
can look like in Phoenix, the Chamber
said. Now, that work is being recog-
nized with a 2026 Community
Partnership Award for their lasting role
in creating safe, visible and community-
centered spaces across Greater Phoenix.

“This award means a lot because it
reflects the people and partnerships
behind Boycott,” Corley said. “No one
builds community alone. Boycott has
grown because people needed a place
where they could walk in, feel comfort-
able and know they belonged. That has
always been the heart of it.”

The Greater Phoenix Equality

7
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TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

Audrey Corley, founder of Melrose District mainstay Boycott Bar and owner of Title 9 Sports
Grill, was recognized with the Greater Phoenix Equality Chamber’s 2026 Community

Partnership Award (submitted photo).

Chamber of Commerce, also known as
GPECC, supports the region’s
LGBTQ+ business community and
works to advance economic opportuni-
ty, business equality and inclusion. Its
Annual Hero Awards recognize busi-

nesses, business owners and communi-
ty leaders showing dedication, leader-
ship and advocacy for the LGBTQ+
community.

For Corley, the recognition marks a
meaningful moment in a career defined

North Central Pet of the Month

A
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Breed
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Education:
{ Work Experience:

Funny Quirks:

Most Adventurous Activity:
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by resilience, representation and local
impact. At a time when lesbian bars
have become increasingly rare across
the country, Boycott has continued to
stand out as a cultural and community
fixture in Phoenix. The bar has been
featured by “The Lesbian Bar Project”
documentary, named to USA TODAYs
2024 Bars of the Year list and recog-
nized locally for its role in keeping
LGBTQ+ spaces visible, active and
rooted in community care.

“What I am most proud of is that
Boycott still feels personal,” Corley
says. “People come here to celebrate big
moments, to find their people, to
dance, to laugh, to exhale. Sometimes
they come in just needing a place where
they do not have to explain who they
are. That matters.”

The honor comes during a period
of continued growth for Corley, whose
work has expanded beyond into
women’s sports and broader communi-
ty-centered hospitality. Title 9 Sports
Grill, also in the Melrose District, cre-
ated to put women’s athletics front and
center, has become another gathering
place for fans who have long wanted
more visibility, more screens and more
energy around women’s sports. For
Corley, the connection between
Boycott and Title 9 is simple: both are
built around belonging.

For more information about Boycott
Bar, www.boycottbarphx.com.
Learn more about GPECC by visiting

visit
www.equalitychamber.org.

Business Briefs
Burlington joins
Colonnade lineup

Burlington Stores, Inc., announced
that it will open another new store, this
time at Camelback Colonnade, 1919 E.
Camelback Road. With an anticipated
opening later this summer, this will be
the 32nd store to open in the state,
adding to the off-price retailer’s rapidly
growing national footprint.

Originally known primarily as a des-
tination for coats and outerwear, today,
Burlington says that it offers customers
up to 60 percent discounts off other
retailers on top-quality branded mer-
chandise for the entire family and home,
including apparel, beauty and décor.

The locations  feature
Burlington’s reimagined store design,

new
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which reflects the company’s broader
strategy to modernize stores. In 2026,
Burlington plans to open 110 net new
stores across the country, all featuring
this refreshed format. Shoppers can
anticipate wider, more organized aisles
and bold signage to allow for easier store
navigation. Over half of the brand’s
existing locations have already converted
to the new layout, with the balance of
the stores expected to transition by the
end of 2026, the company said.

For more information about the
company, visit www.burlington.com.

HonorHealth announces
breast surgical fellowship

HonorHealth and Arizona Center for
Cancer Care announced the launch of
Arizona’s first Breast Surgical Oncology
Fellowship Program. HonorHealth’s
Breast Surgery Fellowship Program
received accreditation from the Society of
Surgical Oncology and the American
Society of Breast Surgeons to establish
this new and in-demand program, which
will be operated in close partnership with
the Comprehensive Breast Center of

Arizona (CBCA).

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

HonorHealth currently supports 21
residency and fellowship programs and
serves as the primary clinical affiliate
for the ASU John Shufeldt School of
Medicine and Medical Engineering.

The launch of this fellowship comes
at a critical time for the healthcare
workforce, the company says. A 2024
report from the of
American Medical Colleges projects a
significant physician shortage nation-
wide, estimating a deficit of 13,500 to
86,000 physicians by 2036. Of those,
10,000 to 19,900 — up to 74 percent of
the total shortfall — are expected to be
surgeons, underscoring the urgent need
for expanded surgical training pro-
grams, including specialty surgical care.

The first fellows will begin training
in 2028 following the national match
process. For more information contact

bsfellowship@honorhealth.com.

Association

Phoenix ranked No. 4
best conference city
U.S. News & World Report, publish-
er of Best Hotels, Best Vacations, Best
Cruise Lines and Best Travel Rewards
please see RANKED on page 18
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The no-hassle way to

purchase your next vehicle

Buy or lease, new or pre-owned, we will save you time and money!

* Fleet and wholesale pricing on new and used vehicles.
* Free delivery of your new car to your home or office.
* Arranging the lowest finance and lease rates available.
= We want your trade and will pay a competitive price for it.
» No more having to haggle at the dealership!
Your North Central Specialists

Noah Kilugman Stuart Klugman
602-819-2663 602-739-7151
Noah@autopartners.org sklugman17@gmail.com

www.myautopartners.org

AUTO

Driving Solutions

Financial planning

Investment management

College savings plans

Securities o

gatherings or simply having confidence in your financial
outlook, we'll help you pursue your idea of paradise
with guidance focused on your goals. Let’s start the
conversation. Call us for a free consultation.

Long-term care insurance

Personalized financial guidance
to help you pursue your idea of paradise

Whether it's sandy beaches or Alaskan getaways, family

Estate planning

Retirement plans

PARADISE

FINANCIAL PARTMNERSE

1118 E. Missouri Ave., Suite B3 | Phoenix, AZ 85014 | T: 602.266.9200
paradisefinancialpartners.com

ffered thre
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Metro Concrete And Natural Stone Care
We offer natural stone care, countertop repadair,
tile & grout cleaning services throughout the Valley.

Travertine « Marble « Limestone « Granite
Flagstone « Slate - Saltillo » Terrazzo

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Countertop Repair & Polishing
Epoxy Flooring & Countertops

Concrete Polishing
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Call for more information or an estimate!

602-741-3098

or email ron@metrocleaning.net

RANKED continued from page 17

Programs, announced its inaugural
2026-27 Best Conference Cities and
Best Conference Hotels rankings, iden-
tifying the top destinations and proper-
ties for meetings, conventions and busi-
ness events across the United States.
While Las Vegas secured the inaugur-
al title as the No. 1 Best Conference City
in the U.S. for 2026-27, Phoenix was
recognized in the No. 4 spot, with the
Arizona Biltmore earning the top spot
among Phoenix-area conference hotels.
The publisher called Phoenix a
“standout destination,” primarily due to
its “stunning desert mountain scenery,
300-some days of sunshine annually
and an airport close to the city center.”
The announcement focused on how

 m—

IN NORTH CENTRAL PHOENIX

At Healthcare Solutions Centers,
we believe in sustainable,
science-backed solutions for

your health, REAL SCIEMCE

REAL SUPPORT.
Cur medically supervised
SEMAGLUTIDE (GLP-1)
program combines weight
managemant medscations with
personalized nutrition guidance,
Efestyle coaching, and ongaing
support to help you reach

the city’s hotels “embrace desert decor
in the accommodations and meeting
spaces with earthy tones, and encour-
age visitors to unwind after a busy day
with amenities like sprawling pools and
relaxing spas.”

Your gosm. Developed with input from event
' WHY CHOOSE HCS? - sl industry experts, the new rankings eval-
uate the factors that matter most to con-
ference planners and attendees, includ-
PERSONALIZED SUPPORTED LOCAL ing meeting space, accessibility, afford-
A waight los plan R —— Carveariartly located ability, destination appeal and — for

busht nound your exparsecnd Hurking 1 Morth Certral hotels — business and leisure amenities.

s i bclogy el providen Phoanix

Ballet Theatre acquired
by Ballet Arizona
In July, The School of Ballet

Arizona announced its expansion with
the addition of a new satellite campus

A3 Morth 1th Streat
Phoenix, & 85004

G2 4 24, 7101 . b

R ¥ following the acquisition of Ballet
: e Theatre of Phoenix, located near 7th
hesonsita.com

Street and Bethany Home Road. The

www.northcentralnews.net

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

The Arizona Biltmore was recognized as a top Phoenix-area conference hotel in the inau-
gural 2026-27 U.S. News & World Report Best Conference Cities and Best Conference
Hotels rankings (photo courtesy of Arizona Biltmore, LXR Hotels & Resorts).

organization said that the milestone
acquisition continues The School of
Ballet Arizona’s mission-driven growth
in the Valley and will be the school’s
second satellite campus.

For the past 10 years, Ballet Theatre
of Phoenix, founded by artistic director
Jennifer Cafarella Betts, has been a part
of the arts community in North Central
Phoenix, offering programs for students
of all ages, a strong adult open class
community and a home for multple
forms of dance instruction. The acquisi-
tion will continue upon the legacy of
instruction established by Betts, while
also offering additional instruction and
performance opportunities for students
ages 3-20 in Phoenix.

The new satellite campus will be
integrated thoughtfully and gradually.
Since the campus already has its own
students, families, teachers, and tradi-
tions, The School of Ballet Arizona says
that it will honor the community that
exists there while carefully introducing
its standards, curriculum structure, and
educational philosophy. The goal is to
preserve what is meaningful to those
families while creating a new path for-
ward for their students.

Enrollment is now open for stu-
dents at the Washington, Mesa and
North Central campuses. Adult open
classes are available at each location for
ages 14 and older. Auditions for new
students ages 8-20 will be held on Aug.
8 at the Washington Campus. To learn
more, visit www.balletaz.org/school.

For your local advertising needs,
call North Central News
at 602-277-2742
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THINKING OF MAKING A MOV E?

Allow me to successfully guide you through the Real Estate buying and selling journey!
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9140 N 115th Place » $995,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 2,241SF!

2323 N Central Ave. Unit 1906  $450,000
2 bed, 2 bath, 1,456SF

SOLD 3311 E Stella Ln. Unit 8 o $2,047.500
Three 1+ acre lots in Paradise VuIIey stil
Available from $1,495,000 - $1,995,000
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Mary King
Compass 5225 N. Central
Cell 602.319.4055 Suite 108 To find out more about specifics in

Phoenix * 85012 your neighborhood, contact me for
a no obligation consultation. :

[E Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you. =

www.soldbymaryking.com




Page 20 — North Central News August 2026

I This year's European adventure waod inspired by my brother,

Michoel, who hos spent years exploring the world and alwoys comes
home with stores. This sumemner, some of the Lieb family had our awn

www.northcentralnews.net

CURRENT INVENTORY

varslon of Ewopean Voecation, traveling through Switzerland, Paris, ACTIVE
and London. One experenos stood obowve the rest. bs Michos! shores
below, whot begon os o vocotion become something much more 910 E KALER DR 52,795,000
meannghul, o journey into cwr famdy's history, & BEOROOMS | 6.5 BATHECOMS | 5,887 50 FT
3T W PASADENA ANVE 52,100,000
ML T-FAMILY | ZONED R-5 | 22000 5F LOT
One of the mest meaningful moments of our trip was Bobby's and mry &TEE N TTH AVE 21,795,000
visit to the grovesites of owr greot-grondparents in the Jewish # BN A I T CICINES | A TR B T
cematery ot Friedhof Unterer Freisenberg in Zurich, Switzerlond. In
2025, | hired Frankel & Fisch Family Historians to research our 3446 N 4TTH ST 51,650,000
ancestry, and the experience hos been remarkable. Their research RO L RA TSN L R o0 JALLY
troced ouwr fomily boack to the early TT00s and uncovered stones that
wit never knew. Cwr hops i that owr children moy continue to iwmllﬂﬁ#?iﬂﬁwﬁisr s - $1.325,000
preserve this history. As the saying goes, "A family tree can wither if " - ' S
riobady tends to its roots 1435 E RANCHO DR $1.250.000
Cur mother's maiden nome was Sharon Messel, shorened from p 33 84T MR i
Messelstrouss. During the kote #8008, cur family lived in what 5 now
Lotvia. Follosing the assassination of Tear Alexonder Il a wave of JELEE?:{E?E FEE: M [ 2208 SO FT 1195000
ontisemitism spread throughout the Hussion Empane. Seeking mhl.}r
and a better future for their family. our great-grandparents, Heimann £434 M 1TTH 5T 749 000
and Sarah Messelstrouse. left their homeland ond settled in Zurich 5 BEDROOMS | 3 BATHROOMS | 2,393 50 FT S '
after their martioge B 18TT. They mised six children, all of whom
‘ﬂ'U'I!I'I[‘I.-Iﬂ"‘_l’ -ITIrI'I'-u'I:IIﬂ'I:' o the United Siotes. Our ﬂl‘tll'ld’ll:llhﬂr, Max &429 M ITTH ST 5?‘5 Qoo
Messelstrouss. loter shoriened the hﬂ'l":f name o Messel when he § BECRCOME | T RATHESOMS | 2 10T 80 FT
arrived In America in 1914, He eventually setthed in Georgio, whare he
marfied cur grandmother, E-Erhl' and together they welcomed our &447 M 1ITTH PL £739.000
balowed I'I'H:']'H'I'. Shomon r“lﬂ!ﬂl{. n 1?2?. 5 FESROCMS || 3 A FRECMS .I 2400 5G FT
One discovery that gove w o good lough waos leorning that Sanah’s &424 N TTTH PL 5649000
family, the Arcnschns, provided a dowry of 1000 mnibles when she I FEDEOOMS | 25 BATHEOOMS | 2048 50 FT
married our great grandfather, Hedmann,
2 W GECRGIA AVE 7 5425000
Abthough all six of their children eventually left Switzerland, Hesmann 2 DEOROOMS | 2.5 RATHROOMS | 1200 50 FT
and Sarah remained i Zurch for the rest of their lved podsing away
in 1910 and 1918, With the help of tha concierge at The Dolder Grand
Hotel. who contacted the lsoelitische Cultusgemeinde Zirich (ICZ), PENDING
the conelakers of the historic Jewish cematery, we were able to locate
experience. We took an Uber across Zurich to wvisit two people whose
rames ond stories we didn't oven know untidl this research begon In
that guiet cemetery, our fomily's history suddenly bacaome very real 6439 N TITH PL 5715,000
and a desper oppreciation for the peopls whose courage and
socrifices mode our ves possible. After all, we don't own our fomily TT62T M 15T 5T+ 557‘1'30”
history, W simply preserve it for the next genaerotion
Michael Lieb, for Bobby Lieb RECENTLY SOLD
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MODERN ARCHITECTURE.
POOLSIDE LIVING. PRIME ARCADIA.

3446 N 4TTH STREET, PHOENIX, AZ 85018

4 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,644 SQFT | 2-CAR GARAGE | POOL
OFFERED AT 51,650,000

|

2 W GEORGIA AVENUE #9
PHOEMIY, AZ 85013 PHOEMI, AZ BSOS

OFFERED AT 5425,000 OFFERED AT 5739,000

34 W PASADEMNA AVENUE 6434 N1TTH STREET 27 W COCHISE DRIVE
PHOEM, AZ 85013 PHOENIX, AZ 85016 PHOENIX, AZ 85021
OFFERED AT 51,325,000 OFFERED AT 5749,000 OFFERED AT 51,195,000

LIVE IN NORTH CENTR AL
Thinking about buying or selling? Call Bobby Lieb 602-3756-1341 He'd love to help!

Cownload My FREE Mobile App!
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Students participate

in art contest
The Men’s Arts Council (MAC)

announced the winners of the “Artists
on the Field” art competition, which
took place in the spring. The competi-
tion rallies young artists from local
high schools to showcase their skills by
painting during the
Copperstate 1000 car show and kick-
off event, held April 12.

“We are excited to be able to bring
this opportunity to young artists,” said
Sentari Minor, president of the Men’s
Arts Council Board. “We witnessed
some amazing talent this year and want
to congratulate every student who
stepped out and showed off their skills.”

The 2026 Artist on the Field first-
place winner is Jaelyn Gorskie from
North High School. Second place is
Naomi Simmons, and third place went
to Alice Ishii, both students at
Camelback High School.

This year, 20 students participated,
representing Maryvale High School,
Carl Hayden Community High School,
North High School and Camelback
High School. Students received $100
for their artwork and $100 for partici-
pating in the event, with first place tak-
ing home an additional $300, second
place taking home an additional $200,
and third place taking home an addi-
tional $100. Every participant also
received four passes to the Phoenix Art

classic cars

r

%

A SCHOOL WHERE STUDEN'i'

10
SCHOOL DAYS

www.northcentralnews.net

Camelback High School student Alice Ishii (pictured at work on her art piece) joined 19 other
students at the “Artists on the Field” competition as part of the 2026 Copperstate 1000 event
held this spring (photo courtesy of Men’s Arts Council).

Museum as well as a commission letter
for the completed artworks.

Winners were selected via vote
taken from MAC members, art teachers
from the participating high schools and
the public. For more information, visit
www.mensartscouncil.com.

School Briefs

GLENDALE UNION
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
GUHSD heads

back to school

With the first day of school on
Monday, Aug. 10, Glendale Union
High School District (GUHSD) is

5

¥

s U8 4 cated school

ollege Prep 1s now anrolling |

Year 1 Alerschool care

encouraging students and families to
prepare for the 2026-27 school year.
Preparing in advance by attending
walk-through registration, submitting
required immunization records, com-
pleting the free or reduced-price meal
application and reviewing the district’s
new Clear Bag Policy can help ensure a
smooth transition back to campus.
Beginning the school year prepared
also allows students to focus on what
matters most: building positive rou-
tines, staying engaged in the classroom
and establishing strong attendance
habits from day one, the district said.
Since registration dates, first-day
schedules and campus-specific infor-
mation vary by school, families are

—

;E:j" cmall class sizes

Fres franspartahion

o
i-lit;f*: - .'éi

encouraged to visit their school’s web-
site for the latest updates.

The district said that by preparing
early and staying informed, students and
families can begin the new school year
with confidence and be ready for a suc-

cessful year ahead. Visit www.guhsdaz.org.

Athlete competes
at national level

GUHSD extended its congratula-
tions to Sunnyslope High School stu-
dent Vanessa Phillips for representing
Team Arizona in Competitive Cheer at
the 2026 Special Olympics USA Games,
where the team earned a silver medal.

Phillips was one of more than 133
athletes selected to represent Arizona at
one of the nation’s largest sporting
events, bringing together more than
3,000 athletes across the United States.
Her achievement reflects the dedica-
tion, teamwork and perseverance that
define both Special Olympics athletes
and the Sunnyslope community, the
district said.

Student represents
at FBLA conference

Sunnyslope High School student
Tennyson Usher has been elected as one
of eight Arizona Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) state offi-
cers for the 2026-27 school year.

After successfully advancing through
the application process, exams, inter-

7=00llege Prep

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO SCHEDULEATOUR

VISTA COLLEGE PREP

2133 W. PEORIA AVE.



www.northcentralnews.net

SCHOOL DAYS

Each year, student leaders are elected as Arizona Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
state officers. The organization helps students build skills confidence (submitted photo).

views and a statewide campaign during
the FBLA State Leadership Conference,
Usher earned the support of student del-
egates across Arizona. In addition to his
leadership accomplishments, he is a
member of the Sunnyslope football
team and is on track to graduate in the
top one percent of his class.

District hosts
Data Day

Preparing for a successful school
year starts with informed decision-
making. GUHSD administrators came
together for the district’s annual Data
Day, where they analyzed student per-
formance, shared effective practices
across all campuses and explored ways
to strengthen student achievement.
Through collaborative discussions, the
district explained that school leaders

identified opportunities for growth,
aligned district priorities and developed
strategies to support every learner.

“By using data to guide planning
and instruction, Glendale Union High
School District remains committed to
empowering students with the knowl-
edge, skills, and opportunities they need
to succeed in college, career and life.”

MADISON
SCHOOL DISTRICT
District recognizes
MAC leader

In  mid-July, Madison School
District congratulated Dane Flores,
MAC Club Leader at Madison
Camelview Elementary School, on being
a recipient of the Truly Extraordinary
Award from the 2025-26 school year.

please see MAC LEADER on page 24
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MAC LEADER continued from page 23

Madison’s Truly Extraordinary
Award recognizes staff, volunteers and
community members for their work,
contributions, and support of the dis-
trict and students.

“We are all so grateful for his dedi-
cation, his patience, and the way he
makes every student feel seen, heard
and valued,” the district said. “Thank
you, Dane, for your commitment to
Madison.”

App keeps
parents connected

As Madison School District pre-
pares for the 2026-27 school year, the
district is reminding parents to make
sure they have ParentSquare down-
loaded and an account activated.

ParentSquare is the Madison School
District’s primary school-to-home com-
munication platform, and it is where
parents receive important back-to-
school information throughout the year.

The app allows parents to receive
important  district  and
announcements; stay up to date with

school

SCHOOL DAYS

At a June Osborn Leadership Summit, Superintendent Felipe Carranza discussed the dis-

www.northcentralnews.net

trict’s core values with school and district leaders as they prepared for the 2026-27 school
year (photo courtesy of Osborn School District).

back-to-school  information  and
reminders; get urgent alerts and notifi-
cations; view photos and classroom
updates from teachers; and communi-
cate directly with teachers and staff
with real-time language translation
First day of class is Tuesday, Aug.
11. Learn more at www.madisonaz.org/

parentsquare.

OSBORN
SCHOOL DISTRICT

District leaders ready
for new school year

Ahead of its first day of school for
the 2026-27 school year, July 30, the
Osborn School District kicked off plan-
ning for the year in June with its newly-

XAVIER COLLEGE PREPARATORY

MADE

Faith. Learning. Leadership. Opportunity.

4

All are
welcome!

MORE

named Osborn Leadership Summit
2026. Attendees came away renewed in
their resolve to make the district “the
best of the best,” the district said.

At the event, school and district
leaders workshopped everything from
district direction, guiding principles,
data analysis, district practice align-
ment, marketing efforts, instructional
vision and more.

In a social media post, the district
said, “This is a team of people who
brings a profound love for Osborn to
everything they do, and we are so excit-
ed to continue to chart this course
through the 2026-27 school year with
them at the helm!”

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
WESD returns to class
for 2026-27 school year

The  Washington  Elementary
School District (WESD) is enrolling
for the 2026-27 school year, which
begins on Monday, Aug. 10.

Whether it is free, full-day kinder-
garten, premiere special education and
gifted services, art, music, PE, STEM

Xavier College Preparatory

is a Catholic community that strives to
prepare young women of faith with
knowledge, skills, and integrity to meet
the challenges of a changing global
society in a positive and productive
manner celebrating unity.

8th Grade Day | Friday, Oct. 23, 2026
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Open House | Sunday, Oct. 25, 2026
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Admission/Placement Exam
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2026 or
Saturday, Dec. 12, 2026 at 7:30 a.m.

Affording a Xavier Education
Financial Aid Workshops:
Thursday, Nov. 5, 2026 and
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2026

Visit xcp.org for more

information.
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or online learning, the WESD has a
program to meet the individual needs
of each child, the district said. With
multiple A+ Schools of Excellence, a
National Blue Ribbon and a National
Title T Distinguished School, the
WESD is a top 10 elementary school
district as featured in the 2026 edition
of Ranking Arizona, published by AZ
Big Media. Additionally, 84 percent of
WESD schools are an “A” or “B”.

The district is currently enrolling
kindergarten through eighth grade stu-
dents for the 2026-27 school year.
Enroll online at www.wesdschools.org/
families/registration or stop by the
WESD Welcome and Registration
Center, located at 3200 W. Cholla St.
For additional information, call 602-

896-6950.

District seeks
support staff

WESD is always looking for pas-
sionate individuals to join its team, and
the district currently has a variety of
job openings for certified and classified
employees.

The district offers competitive
teacher salaries of $53,100 to $80,520
(including approximately $3,100 in per-
formance pay), student loan forgiveness,
school-age childcare discounts, medical,
dental and vision benefits and employ-
er-matched contributions to Arizona
State Retirement. The district says that
it also provides the most support for
teachers including instructional coaches
on every campus, weekly Professional
Learning Communities (PLC), regular
professional development and social
workers on each campus.

To view current job vacancies and
apply online, visit https://jobs.wesd-
schools.org. For questions, call 602-

347-2622.

New leadership
at area schools

The Washington  Elementary
School District welcomed new school
leaders for the 2026-27 school year.

Formerly the assistant principal at
Mountain View School, located at 801
W. Peoria Ave., Annie Diaz is now the
new principal. Brittany Womack will
join her as assistant principal. Together,
they bring a shared commitment to fos-
tering a positive school culture, sup-
porting student success and partnering
with families to help every child thrive,
the district said.

SCHOOL DAYS

Orangewood School, located at
7337 N. 19th Ave., welcomes Danielle
Krause as its new assistant principal.
She joins the Orangewood team with a
passion for student achievement and
collaboration and looks forward to sup-
porting students, staff and families
throughout the school year.

PRIVATE AND
CHARTER SCHOOLS
Prep students look
toward the future

Over the summer months, students
at Madison Highland Prep participated
in a variety of programs to prepare
them for the coming school year as
well as for taking their next steps
towards college.

With its focus on STEM, over the
summer months the school helped its
VEX Robotics campers “Think it.
Build it. Test it.” They tackled hands-
on STEM challenges and worked
together to bring their ideas to life.

In mid-July Madison Highland
Prep seniors participated in an in-state
college application workshop led by Dr.

please see FUTURE on page 26
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* Consistently A rated by the

* Hands-on learning programs

e Personalized instruction

programs

We give children

of responsibility
and the wings
of independence

Arizona Department of Education

e Strong sequenced curriculum

* Safe and nurturing extended care

Helping children discover and
develop their personal potential

DAY SCHOOLS

Dynamic new
music program
begins in August!

Pre-K — Public Charter K-8

Serving Arizona Children Since 1981
in a tree-shaded 5-acre campus

Phoenix Mountainside Campus

0215 N. 14th St. * 602-943-7672
Preschool - Charter K-8

www.montessoridayschools.org
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NOW ENROLLING

Our school provides a safe,
comfortable and nurturing environment
where children learn to love school while
mastering age-appropriate concepts and
ekills needed for future success.

FUTURE continued from page 25

Sherer. The event helped students navi-
gate the application process with confi-
dence, the school said.

Finally, playing instruments from
flutes to saxophones and everything in
between, Pep Band campers spent time
in July building confidence, improving
their musicianship and having a great
time together as they prepared for the
new school year.

The first day of the 2026-27 school
year at Madison Highland Prep, locat-
ed at 1431 E. Campbell Ave., is Aug.
10. Learn more about the school and
its programs by calling 602-745-3800
or visiting https://madisonhighland-
prep.com.

Brophy student wins
Merit Scholarship

In July, the final National Merit
Scholarship winners were announced,
and Brophy College Preparatory’s
Gregory Zabor was among those
named as a College-Sponsored Merit
Scholarship. Zabor was among 750
other college and university financed
designees announced in July, bringing
the number of 2026 National Merit
Scholars to about 6,500.

Officials of each sponsor college
selected their scholarship winners from
among the finalists in the National
Merit Scholarship Program who will
attend their institution. College-spon-
sored awards provide between $500
and $2,000 annually for up to four
years of undergraduate study at the
institution financing the scholarship.

Zabor says that he will likely pursue
a career in biology at his scholarship
sponsor school, Texas A&M University.
The school is chartered by Congress as
the state’s land-grant, sea-grant, and
space-grant university. Faculty and aca-
demic resources annually place Texas

SCHOOL DAYS

www.northcentralnews.net

The school said in a social media
post that the final days of the trip were
spent exploring the rich history and
traditions of Cusco before returning to
Lima for one last day together.

“As they make their way back to
Arizona, they bring home so much
more than souvenirs, they return with
new perspectives, lifelong friendships,
unforgettable memories, and a deeper
appreciation for the beauty of God’s
people and creation.”

The school thanked the faculty
leaders, host families, community part-
ners and everyone who made this life-
changing experience possible, adding,
“We are so proud of these world-travel-
ing Gators for embracing every oppor-
tunity to learn, serve, and grow while
representing Xavier with kindness,
curiosity and compassion.”

Two students earn
College Board honors

Valley Lutheran High School
announced that Dani Coleman and
Henrik Bergquist
have been named
recipients of the
College  Board
National
Recognition
Award, a presti-
gious honor rec-
ognizing out-
standing academ-
ic achievement and strong performance
on the PSAT.

The College Board National
Recognition Program celebrates stu-
dents whose academic excellence and
dedication have distinguished them

Dani Coleman

among their
peers. Coleman
and  Bergquist

earned this recog-
nition by scoring
in the top 10 per-

A&M among the top 10 producers of cent  of "PSAT
) test-takers at
sponsored research, according to the
National Science Foundation, in disci Valley Lutheran A
u > ngh School Henrik Bergquist

Crosg Roads Preschool £ Kindergarten
7401 N. Central Avenue

plines ranging from the humanities and
social sciences to the life sciences and
engineering.

while also maintaining a cumulative
GPA of 3.3 or higher.

The College Board National
Recognition Award highlights students
who have demonstrated exceptional
academic potential, helping them stand
out to colleges and universities during
the admissions process.

Valley Lutheran High School is
located at 5199 N. 7th Ave. For addi-

tional information, visit www.vlhs.org.

wWwWw.crosgroadspsk.com
602.371.0741

CROSS ROADS
Preschool and Kinderparten

Gators return
from Peru

In July, Xavier College Preparatory
welcomed its students back from Lima,
Peru, where they experienced an
“incredible journey of learning, service,
faith, and cultural immersion.”

PETANLISHED i

Creating great beginnings for
Central Phoenix for 62 years!!!
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MEGAN & JACOB BARKSTROM

BLONDIE

REALTOR® Est. 2013

The Local Name You Know.

8629 W Salter Dr., 85382 7750 N 17" Dr, 85021 1417 E Whitton Ave 85014
JUST CLOSED! UNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT

25773 W Watkins St. 85326 8001 N 5" Ave. 85021 1756 E Echo Ln, 85021
UNDER CONTRACT JUST CLOSED! UNDER CONTRACT

Buyer Representation
Negotiated $80.900 off list price.
Congratulations Angie & Terry!

BLONDIE - HOMESMART’S NORTH CENTRAL REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST.

~Blondse & Barkstrom

» HOMESMART 623-3/7-8387 BLONDIEREALTOR.COM

ELITE Husband & Wife Real Estate Team
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FEITNESS
SOLUTIONS

Bill Ross has been
helping people meet
their fitness goals for
more than 30 years.

Let Bill and the
Fitness Solutions
team put that
experience
to work for you!

We have the
to your fitness problem!

By Bill Ross
Once you pass the age of 40, your perspective changes
on many levels. You’re not old yet, but you’re not what you
used to be either. So now your health starts to become a lit-
tle more important. You have a family, a house, and job that
requires more and more of you.You feel like you don’t have
time or energy to take care of yourself.

| get it, and | know how you feel. I’'ve created a solution just
for people like you. A one-stop shop that gives you what
you need. An exercise program that’s more effective
and efficient than you can imagine.
We can educate you in nutrition that simplifies eating. We
do real personal training. That means 1-on-1 training, so
you get the individualized attention you deserve.

We’ve been around since 1986. Helping thousands of peo-
ple achieve their goals. We’ve been told by many of our
clients that nobody does what we do.

So, if you have a fitness problem and
need a solution or are just curious
what makes us different, give us a call at

602-230-8581

Please don’t text - it’s a landline!
Or, check out our website at
billrossfitnesssolutions.com
The sooner you call, the better you’ll feel!

FREE CONSULTATIONS!

QLL Eﬂs |

FITNESS SOLUTIONS -

... OVER 30 YEARS OF SUCCESS5 STORIES g ’ﬂ'

602-230-8581 | billrossfinesssolutions.com -
7600 N. 16th 1. Suite 125 | Phoenix, AZ 85020 A

ta

Senior Living
Stay engaged at
city senior centers

Older residents who are looking for
a space to stay cool and entertained, as
well as find community with neigh-
bors, are invited to check out one of the
15 city of Phoenix senior centers. For
an annual membership fee of $20 for
Phoenix residents, individuals will find
monthly events, classes and trips this
summer and beyond.

In the North Central area, visit the
Devonshire Senior Center at 2802 E.
Devonshire Ave., or the Sunnyslope
Senior Center at 802 E. Vogel Ave.
Both centers are open Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Contact
Devonshire at 602-262-7807 or
Sunnyslope at 602-262-7572.

This month, Devonshire members
will enjoy a trip to Number One Buffet
(Aug. 12), celebrate Gorgeous Grandma
Day with Desert West Senior Center
(Aug. 28), and to MacAlpine’s Diner
(Aug. 31). Sunnyslope members will trav-
el to Sugar Bowl (Aug. 5), take a shopping
trip to Arrowhead Towne Center (Aug.
17) and enjoy a Hawaiian luau at the
Marcos de Niza Senior Center.

In addition, the Sunnyslope center
offers Memory Café on the first
Wednesday of the month from 10 to 11
a.m. This event provides residents liv-
ing with early to moderate dementia a
safe place to socialize and participate in
activities facilitated by professionals to
simulate brain health. Advance registra-
tion required.

For more information about Phoenix
senior centers, as well as other city pro-
grams for seniors and older adults, visit
www.phoenix.gov/humanservices/
programs/older.

Check out the
library in August

In addition to providing access to
nearly two million physical items — from
books to DVDs, CDs and video games
— the Phoenix Public Library system
offers bountiful and diverse programs
each month to residents of all ages. This
month, area adults can engage in crafts,
book events and more at Acacia Library,
located at 750 E. Townley Ave.

The Creative Memoir Writing Class
kicks off on Aug. 6. Held from 1 to 3

p-m., the class will be held on the first
and third Thursdays of the month
August through December. This work-
shop will give writers, beginning or
experienced, the opportunity to read
their current work and allow a group
critique for the benefit of learning from
each other.

In addition, the library will host
Book Talk on Friday, Aug. 7, from 1 to
2 p.m. The casual meeting brings resi-
dents together to discuss recent reads
and recommendations. And the Front
Porch Book Club meets every third
Wednesday from 1 to 2 p.m. to discuss
a chosen book. This month’s book is
“Strangers in Time” by David Baldacci.

To learn more about programs
offered at Acacia Library or any of the
citys’ 16 other libraries, visit
www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org.

Kids & Families

School opens
fall enrollment

With a new school year on the hori-
zon, families who are looking for activ-
ities that do more than fill an after-
school schedule are invited to explore
the unique combination of physical
activity, discipline, confidence-building
and creative expression offered at The
School of Ballet Arizona.

The school is opening enrollment
for its 2026-27 school year and will
host open auditions on Aug. 8 for stu-
dents ages 4 to 20.

The school offers instruction for
every level, from children discovering
dance for the first time to advanced
pre-professional students preparing for
careers in ballet. Students train under a
curriculum rooted in classical tech-
nique while gaining performance expe-
riences rarely available at the school
level, including collaborations with the
Phoenix Youth Symphony Orchestras
and opportunities to perform alongside
Ballet Arizona's professional company.

Placement is based on age and expe-
rience, and the school says its programs
are designed to “meet dancers where
they are, providing a supportive envi-
ronment for beginners while challeng-
ing experienced students to continue
growing.” The Upper Division and
Studio Company programs also attract
aspiring professional dancers from
around the world.
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Children of all abilities, experience levels and interests are invited to join Phoenix Children’s

Chorus for its 2026-27 season (submitted photo).

For more information or to register
for auditions, visit www.balletaz.org/
school/school-year.

Children’s Chorus seeks
new members

Phoenix Children’s Chorus invites
young singers from across the Valley to
join its 2026-27 season, which offers a
range of choir opportunities for children
of all abilities, experience levels and
interests. From neighborhood-based
choirs and an adaptive choir for children
with disabilities to its nationally recog-
nized Signature Program, the organiza-
tion provides multiple pathways for stu-
dents to experience the benefits of music
education and performance.

During the upcoming
Phoenix Children’s Chorus will present
eight public performances and partici-
pate 1n community appearances
throughout the Valley. Students in the
Signature Program will also have
opportunities to travel, with tours
planned to England in June of 2027.

No audition is required to join the
Neighborhood Choirs or Adaptive Choir,
making it easy for children of all experi-
ence levels to participate. Rehearsals for
the Neighborhood Choirs and Adaptive
Choir begin Aug. 26. Students interested
in the Signature Program are invited to
attend a placement session, designed to
help identify the choir that best matches
their age, experience, and musical goals.
This month, sessions will be held Aug. 1
and 8. Sign up at www.phoenixchildrens
chorus.org/signature.

“Whether a student is exploring
music for the first time, looking for an
inclusive environment where they can
thrive, or seeking a more intensive per-
formance experience, we have a place

season,

for the,” said Troy Meeker, artistic and
executive  director of Phoenix
Children’s Chorus. Our goal is to help
every singer grow in confidence, devel-
op meaningful friendships, and discov-
er their unique voice.”

For additional information, visit
www.phoenixchildrenschorus.org/join

or call 602-534-3788.

PCM opens
Prep applications
Children ages 9 to 17 who love
music but do not have a place where
they can meet other young musicians
and hone their skills are invited to
apply to the Phoenix Conservatory of
Music (PCM) College Prep Program.
PCM’s College Prep Program (CPP)
is designed for students in grades 4-12
who are ready to grow as musicians,
leaders and creative thinkers. Whether a
student dreams of attending a top
music college, pursuing a career in the
creative industries, or simply wants to
develop confidence and skills that will
last a lifetime, the CPP goal is to pro-
vide the community, mentorship and
opportunities to help them succeed.
Through an immersive 10-month
experience, CPP students participate in
contemporary music ensembles, music
theory, songwriting, production, career
exploration, leadership development and
enrichment classes designed to mirror
the expectations of college-level study
and help students develop essential skills.
Prospective students must complete
and application, complete a theory
placement test and schedule an audi-
tion and prior to the fall application
deadline of Aug. 29. For additional
information, call 602-353-9900 or visit
www.pcmrocks.org/college-prep.
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This is more than
a place to live.

Its a place to come alive.

WELCOME TO THE FOUNTAIN OF VOU.

Discover CARF-accredited senior living

that creates a space for you.

Call 602.814.0506 to schedule a tour

or RSVP for our upcoming special event.

Oltoberfest OPEN HOUSE
WED., SEPTEMBER 9th - 2:30-4:00PM

Can’t make this event?
Visit our events page at LaSienaSeniorLiving.com.

LA SIENA

909 East Northern Avenue, Phoenix

602.814.05006
LaSienaseNIORLIVING.COM

% AN SRG SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 1Y &
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COMPASS
FOR I EASE

FOR SALE

3135 E Palo Verde Dr.
Inquire for details

FOR L EASE

Willo - $795,000
THE

TAEGE TEAM

2054 E Rancho Dr. Contact Us

602.663.0174 EEE
Bk

$6,000/ month
B E

vj'{1—
T LURA TURNER HOMES

Serving Adults with Developmental Disabilities since 1965

37 Aunealt

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Friday, September 11, 2026

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY GOLF COURSE
5902 W. Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ 85033

We Need Spordoieshupd/!

Tee Sponsor - $250
Includes tee sign prominently displayed at a selected hole

Goodie Bag Sponsor - $1031
Includes 2 players, cart, tee sign, lunch, putting contest

Promotion Sponsor - $1531
Includes 4 players, carts, tee sign, lunch

Title Corporate Sponsor - $3531
Includes logo recognition in all publicity, display at fournament,
8 players,carts, tee sign, lunch

We Aree Ao Seeking

DONATIONS FOR RAFFLE PRIZES & GIFT BASKETS

Your donation helps make our tournament a success and supporis
adults with developmental disabilities.

Thantk you/
For more information, call 602-943-4789

Register online at www.luraturnerhomes.org
All proceeds benefit adults with special needs who live af Lura Turner Homes, Inc.

s
¥

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

A new exhibit at the Arizona Science Center, open through Sept. 20, explores the life and
legacy of cultural icon and culinary pioneer Julia Child (submitted photo).

New exhibit explores

life of culinary pioneer

The traveling exhibition “Julia Child:
A Recipe for Life,” created and toured by
Flying Fish, will remain at the Arizona
Science Center through Sept. 20.

The exhibition explores the key
ingredients of Julia Child’s personal
journey that became part of America’s
culinary revolution through a series of
immersive experiences. Child’s insa-
tiable curiosity and tenacious spirit
drove her to endlessly try, test and
teach how to make delicious food.
Learning to cook empowered Child,
who in turn empowered others, pro-
foundly transforming American cuisine
and food culture in the process.

“Julia Child approached cooking
much like a scientist approaches
research, relying on scientific precision
to make recipes reliable for a broad audi-
ence,” said Tammy Stewart, Hazel A.
Hare president and CEO of the Arizona
Science Center. “Her passion and
curiosity defined an era of cooking, and
we're proud to tell her story while high-
lighting her scientific contributions.”

Pivotal, inspiring moments in the
icon’s life are highlighted alongside the
supportive network of family and
friends who contributed to her career,
offering a comprehensive view beyond
her renowned status as a television per-
sonality and author. Guests will experi-
ence interactive spaces such as The
French Chef television studio, where

they can operate a vintage video cam-
era, mix “ingredients,” and feel like
part of the show. Photographs by
Child’s husband, Paul, are also includ-
ed, along with her personal correspon-
dence and favorite kitchen tools.

“Julia Child: A Recipe for Life” is
included with admission to Arizona
Science Center, located at 600 E.
Washington St. Children under age 3
always receive free entry. For more infor-
mation and to purchase tickets, call 602-
716-2000 or visit www.azscience.org.

Catch ‘Molly’ exhibit

before it closes

The PBS KIDS series produced by
GBH Kids, “Molly of Denali,” is brought
to life in The Heard Museum’s cultural
exhibit, “Molly of Denali: An Alaskan
Adventure,” which will close Aug. 30.

Set in the fictitious rural Alaskan
village of Qyah, the show follows the
adventures of Molly Mabray, her fami-
ly, friends, and dog Suki and is infused
with Alaska Native values, history, tra-
ditions and language.

The exhibit showcases Alaska and
Molly’s life in both the summer and
winter seasons. Visitors can pretend to
fly a replica bush plane, drive a snow-
mobile and navigate a snow maze in
snowshoes. The center of the exhibit
features the Trading Post and the Tribal
Hall from the series where guests will
have the opportunity to explore the
great outdoors of Alaska and Alaska
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At the “Molly of Denali” exhibit at Heard Museum, visitors can explore the great outdoors of
Alaska and Alaska Native life through hands-on activities, like ice fishing (submitted photo).

Native life including camping, ice fish-
ing, discovering replica ice sculptures
and caring for sled dogs.

A closing celebration is scheduled
for Sunday, Aug. 30, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The event will focus on traditional
youth games from Alaska. Through live
demonstrations, guided participation,
and an interactive workshop, guests
will learn how these games are played,
where they come from, and the values
they carry across generations. Try your
hand at the games yourself, see them in
action, and discover how movement,
skill and play are connected to commu-
nity and culture in Alaska Native life.
This is a rare opportunity to learn
directly through doing — perfect for
families and curious learners of all ages.

“Molly of Denali: An Alaskan
Adventure” is included with admission
to the museum, located at 2301 N.
Central Ave. Visit www.heard.org or
call 602-252-8840 for information.

Fivel5 invites
you to MELT

Summer group exhibition “MELT” is
hosted by Fivel5Arts and boasts artworks
from over 60 Valley artists of varying
styles, subjects and media including
ceramics, photography, fiber art, oil,
acrylic, and watercolor paintings, and
much more. All artworks are small in size,
providing an overview of the artists’ skills
and current work, and a unique opportu-
nity to add to one’s art collection.

Drawing on their individual knowl-
edge and taste, the member artists of
Fivel5Arts collective asked five other
artists to exhibit alongside them.
Unique to this show, most works are
available for immediate purchase and

removal by the buyer, to be replaced by
an alternate piece, ensuring this show
will evolve over its duration.

A list of confirmed guest artists is
available the group’s website.
Residents can view the show and meet
some of the artists at receptions sched-
uled for First Friday, Aug. 7, 6-9 p.m.,
and Third Friday, Aug. 21, 6-9 p.m. Visit
www.fivelSarts.com or @Fivel5Arts on
Instagram to learn more.

on

Exhibit explores
folk art evolution

Found:re Contemporary and
Found:re Phoenix Hotel, located at
1100 N. Central Ave., announced the
opening of their latest art exhibition.
Hung across the first floor of the hotel
is “WTFolk” (What the Folk), which
debuted in mid-July. This exhibition
cycle presents a collection of local
artists whose work expands, challenges,
honors or reimagines folk art.

“We are excited to present this new
exhibition to our art community and art
lovers,” said Jordan Zurn, Found:re’s
group sales and catering manager and art
and culture curator. “WTFolk aims to
ask what folk art is and how visual lan-
guages continue to evolve in the present.”

The exhibit features the work of
dozens of artists explored through a
variety of mediums, in 2D and 3D
work. The chosen artworks consider the
objects, symbols, patterns and stories
that carry meaning across generations.

“WTFolk” will remain on display
through Sunday, Jan. 10, 2027. The
works will be for sale in person and at
www.foundrecontemporary.com. For
additional information,
www.foundrehotels.com.

visit
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il‘ ﬂ-ﬂ‘ Call
602-230-0963

for an appointment

Joe Gregory’s Hair Studio
Joe Miano, Owner/Stylist
5620 N. 7th St. Suite 4 (Upstairs)

Open Tues. - Sat. 2 a.m. -5 p.m.
We provide quality and trendy haircuts at an affordable price for the entire family.

A PVANCE LESSON AT ARTHUR MURRAY
1S LIKE TAKING A VACATION

Don’t sit out the fun!

Learn the right moves, the steps and
turns you’ll enjoy all year ‘round.
Arthur Murray is the
proven way to learn fast.
Couples and singles are invited.

All students in our
Dance Vacation® classes are taught by
experienced, professional teachers.
Personalized lessons are
taught one-to-one.

CALL NOW!
602-264-4612

2 LEARN FOR THE PRICE OF 1

Image by Ivana Tomaskova from Pixabay

Tue = Fri:

1-9pm

10:30 am

-3 pm

Phoenix Location + 4540 M 7th 5t. Phoemix, AF B5014
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On the Town

This month offers dozens of oppor-
tunities for residents to cool off, chill out
and explore the Valley’s venues, muse-
ums and gardens. Find family-friendly
events, free First Friday happenings, cul-
tural events, live bands, theater and
more. See you on the town in August!

Saturday Flashlight Night

Aug. 1-29
Desert Botanical Garden
www.dbg.org; 480-941-1225

Los Straitjackets
Aug. 3
Crescent Ballroom

www.crescentphx.com;
602-716-2222

‘Measure for Measure’
Aug. 6-9

Southwest Shakespeare Company
at Theatre Artists Studio
www.swshakespeare.org

First Friday at the Museum
Aug. 7

Phoenix Art Museum
www.phxart.org; 602-257-1880

First Friday

in the Garden

Aug. 7

Japanese Friendship Garden

www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org;
602-274-8700

First Friday:

The Pocket Protectors
Aug. 7

The Nash

www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

Greg Mendez
Aug. 8
Valley Bar

www.valleybarphx.com

| |

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

www.northcentralnews.net

Steel Pulse

Aug. 13
The Van Buren

www.thevanburenphx.com;

480-659-1641

Phoenix Funkeros
Aug. 14

Crescent Ballroom
www.crescentphx.com;

602-716-2222

Rosson House
Happy Hour Tour
Aug. 14

The Square at

Heritage and Science Park
www.thesquarephx.org;

602-258-0048

FA~

Workshop:
Build a Birdhouse

Aug. 14
Arizona Science Center
Wwww.azscience.org;

602-716-2000

‘Matilda’

the Musical

Aug. 14-30

Valley Youth Theatre at
Herberger Theater Center
www.herbergertheater.org;

602-252-8497

Coffee House Saturdays:
David Manley

Aug. 15

North Mountain Visitor Center
www.northmountainvisitorcenter.org;

602-343-5125

Create

Play Date

Aug. 15

Phoenix Art Museum
www.phxart.org;

602-257-1880

OUR FAMILY LAW TEAM HAS BEEN RANKED
#1IN RANKING ARIZONA FOR 6 YEARS IN A ROW!

DICKINSONWRIGHT

1850 North Central Avenue | Suite 1400 | Phoenix, AZ 85004
602.285.5000

www.dickinsonwright.com
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WHEN EXPERIENCE MATTERS, CALL RODNEY COTY

223 W. Augusta Ave ¢ §1,444,623 1413. W. Frier Drive ¢ $1,145,000 | 501 W. Seldon Lane « $870,000
4 bed, 3 bath, 3000 SF, pool, 4 bed, 2.5 bath, 2100 SF, pool, 4 bed, 2 bath, 1992 SF, pool,
2 car garage, updated! 2 car garage, complete remodel! full remodel

For more information about these and other properties, contact Top 1% Diamond Club 2012-22
2015-24 Five Star Award/Phoenix Magazine

Ro d n ey ( :O‘I'y 2016-24 Top 1% for sales/sides in Maricopa County
North Central Resident ¢ 25 years’ experience

Cell: 602-570-2689 ‘m C @ M PA S S

Fax: 602-749-6114
www.RodneyCoty.com & (W5

Hioneer Title Agency

COMMITHMENT TO SERYICE

i | 1L
"YOUR EOCAL‘MORTGAGE
LOANTORIGINATOR

JEFF OHM

PARTNER | NMLS #894175

.

",;.-r 1 ErICh Relc‘henb . ro ér - i - CONTACT ME TODAY FOR ALL YOUR HOME LOAN NEEDS!
i ¢ e. g o e E: jeff@forward.loans | P: 602-714-0532
—=VeeRrpplglont ST -2 s

- Maricopa County Sales Manager -

14850 N, ScottsdaleRd. Ste 160, cottsdale AZ85254 Sy Forward Loans.
480368-1500 Office + 602.799.2345 | Dlrect-_ i B bur home fnenting. without locking beok

W: www.jeffohm.com

.—l T

= erich.r erchen"Berger@ptaazfom ; ' Branch NMLS #2006640 | 555 W Turney Ave, Suite 1011 Phoenix, AZ 85013

Tk www-p:oneert:tleag_emcy Qbm " ::.:,_# ;

&
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Florence Project Benefit
Show: Esso and More

Aug. 22
Valley Bar

www.valleybarphx.com

Coffee House Saturdays:
Pea Joys Duo

Aug. 22
North Mountain Visitor Center

lluka
www.northmountainvisitorcenter.org;

602-343-5125

Aug. 19
The Rebel Lounge

www.therebellounge.com

Even Steven
Aug. 22
The Nash

www.thenash.org;

602-795-0464

Free Family Summer
Saturday: Meet Molly
Aug. 22

Heard Museum
heeps://heard.org;
602-252-8840

‘Murder for Two’
Aug. 26 — Sept. 20
The Phoenix Theatre Company

www.phoenixtheatre.com;

602-254-2151

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

www.northcentralnews.net

Electric Ramble

Aug. 27
The Rhythm Room

www.rhythmroom.com;

602-612-4981

‘Jack Rabbit and

the Desert Tortoise’
Aug. 27 — Sept. 27

Great Arizona Puppet Theater

WWW.azpuppets.org;
602-262-2050

Danielle Nicole Band
Aug. 28-29
The Rhythm Room

www.rhythmroom.com;

602-612-4981

‘Glitter & Doom’
Aug. 28-30
Methods of Madness Dance Theater at

Herberger Theater Center
www.herbergertheater.org; 602-252-8497

‘Sounds of Suffrage’
Aug. 29
The Square at

Heritage and Science Park
www.thesquarephx.org; 602-258-0048

Save Ferris
Aug. 31
The Rebel Lounge

www.therebellounge.com

Brandon Flowers

Sept. 1
The Van Buren
www.thevanburenphx.com;

480-659-1641

All event dates are current at the time
of publication. Check with individual
venues for up-to-date show information.
Find events throughout the month at
www.northcentralnews.net/events.

| sell homes across the Valley— NOTED PROPERTIES

but North Central is HOME.

Realtor, Attorney, and court-
appointed Real Estate Special
Commissioner handling both
traditional and complex sales.

'ﬁnﬁh"éﬁ N ¥

FOR SALE

FROM THE COURTHOUSE
TO YOUR HOUSE—
EVERY DETAIL MATTERS.

SOLD
;\ 3.52 Million

SHELLFY HUBBARD

REALTOR® | RRC LUXURY HOME CERTIFIED

602.628.8921

shelley@shelleykayshubbardpc.com
www.shelleyhubbardproperties.com
@centralphoenixluxurylifestyle

325 W LOMA LANE | PHOENIX, AZ

4 Bed | 4 Bath | Oversized Lot | Private Pool | Offered at $1,250,000
Luxury, craftsmanship, and modern elegance come together in this stunning down-to-the-studs renovation.

2677 E MAPLEWOOD 3014 N KASHMIR
a—
W -

SOLD
Over Asking, Multiple Offers, Owner Agent

RECENT SALES:

7142 N. 14th Street, Phoenix

6533 E. Phelps Road, Scottsdale*
2122 W. Keim Drive, Phoenix*

6914 W. Fremont, Laveen

1404 W. Montebello, Apache Junction
2463 W. Kristina, San Tan Valley

713 S. Sycamore, Mesa

*BROUGHT THE BUYER

COMPASS

Not intended as solicitation if you are
currently working with a real estate agent.




S

210
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Joe Seriale serves up classic diner fare including a combo of eggs, bacon, sausage and
French toast at his eponymous Joe’s Diner (photo by Darryl Webb for North Central News).

Café Chat

Joe’s dishes up
classic diner fare
By Marjorie Rice

Joe Seriale didn’t set out to own a
diner, but friends and neighbors, after
years savoring his camp breakfasts,
cook-outs, luaus and other feasts, told
him he’'d be a natural. And they would-
n’t take no for an answer.

Joe and Joan Seriale had been tak-
ing their family to camp out on the
beach for years on spring break vaca-
tions. In April 2010, 60 hungry friends
and neighbors followed them.

“They made me cook, and by the
third day they were on me,” Joe said.
“They said, Joe, you've got to open a
restaurant, and there’s only one name.’
‘“What’s the name?’ I asked. They said,
‘Joe’s Diner.’” I looked it up and could-
n’t believe the name was available.”

He and Joan opened Joe’s Diner
that August, in a hot rod shop on 16th
Street. “It was an absolute moon shot,”
he said.

“This was at the time of the 2008
crash, and one thing I could see was
that people who were at the high end
weren’t making it. The $9 and below
menus were.” That set the menu — clas-
sic diner dishes for breakfast and lunch,
with some upscale additions including
house-made croissants, crepes and avo-
cado toast, to name a few.

The basics are there — meatloaf,
burgers, hot pastrami and tuna melts,

classic club and Monte Cristo sand-
wiches, omelets, biscuits and sausage or
chorizo gravy, waffles and buttermilk
pancakes. Those pancakes, topped with
house-made lemon curd, vie with Joe’s
classic Number 2 breakfast — two eggs,
two slices of bacon, two sausage patties
and a side of pancakes, potatoes, biscuit
and gravy, French toast or Belgian waf-
fle — as customers’ number-1 favorite.

A carne adovada bowl is the newest
addition, with spicy pork over scram-
bled eggs and breakfast potatoes.
There’s also a “cowboy benedict” with
an open-face biscuit topped with
sausage patties, eggs, gravy and pota-
toes or fruit. Classic Benedict is served
on Saturday and Sunday only.

As much as possible, dishes are
made from scratch, Seriale said. “We
make six jams, all in-house. We used to
make nine, but it got out of hand.”

Eventually, the hot rod shop went
bankrupt, and the Seriales went look-
ing for a new location, settling on the
former South China Buffet building on
7th Avenue in the Melrose District.
They opened in July 2013.

The diner capped a long culinary
career for Seriale, who started out at
age 11 washing dishes and busing
tables for his grandmother, who owned
a combination dining hall, café, lounge
and motel in Welton, a small agricul-
tural town about 35 miles east of Yuma.
“I lived across the street,” he said. “She
was short-handed one day for the

please see JOE’S on page 36
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SEARVIES & [REPAIR 2 Q\

North Central’s #1 choice in Evropean
Vehicle Service, Repair, Tires & Alignments.

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL
CHANGE SERVICE

$99.99*

Includes up to 6 quarts full synthetic motor
oil and ﬁrier. Does not include taxes and
shop supplies. Exrires August 31, 2026.

*Due to current ol crisis, prices may vary.

COMPLIMENTARY A/C
PERFORMANCE TEST

Includes performance test, inspect hoses
and air conditioning components.
Does not incude evacuate and recharge.

www.fanner-motfors.com
10221 N. Cave Creek Road

Arizona's Original Mexican Restaurant

Family owned & operated since 1986.
Originality never tasted so good!

All Day Monday
Wednesday to Friday 2:30-5:30 p.m.

Biltmore Location:

5101 N 16th Street

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
Fri-Sat 11:00 am - 10:00 pm
602-222-9902 * ajoals.com
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JOE’S continved from page 35

Kiwanis meeting, and she called up and
said, ‘Can Joe come over?’”

Later, he went to the University of
Arizona to study engineering, working
his way through by waiting tables, and
after three years, he decided engineer-
ing wasn't a good fit.

“I had been working at restaurants
steadily all that time and decided that
was where I was comfortable,” he said.
That led to studies at the California
Culinary Academy in San Francisco,
with an externship at a Club Med in
Martinique in the French West Indies.
When his professional knife set disap-
peared at the Martinique airport, he
was left working with a very basic bat-
terie de cuisine.

“It taught me to do a lot with noth-
ing,” he said. “It really humbles you,
after all that high-end education, to
work in a jungle in an open-air kitchen,
with people who spoke a different lan-
guage. Working with people when you
have to communicate in other ways,
you find that if you work shoulder-to-
shoulder, they’re more apt to buy into
whatever you're trying to do.”

After the academy, Seriale began a
peripatetic career, including working in
the kitchens of posh hotels and a luxu-
ry yacht, and he opened several restau-
rants, getting them through the rough
spots before moving on.

“Working on the yacht gave me a
chance to actually explore my food,” he
said. “I had a very small repertoire at
that point. There was no Food
Network, it was three food magazines
and your cookbooks, and that was all
there was.”

He also worked as a live-in chef for
wealthy clients, one of whom owned
the old Hills Bros. Coffee mansion in
Piedmont. “I stayed in the butler wing
with my own library,” he said. “It was
so far beyond a farming kid’s dreams.”

One of those clients invited him to
be his private chef in Illinois, making
him a great offer: work in his home for
a year, then he’d help him open his own
place. That first venture was a “rude
awakening to reality,” that failed miser-
ably, Seriale said. But it taught him an
important lesson: learn the business fun-
damentals of running a food company.

Seriale finally moved back to
Arizona to care for his father, who was
ill at the time. When his dad recovered,
Seriale moved to the Phoenix area,
where he worked at various locations,
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Lado a Lado, a collaboration between Upward projects and the founders of Chiwas
Hospitality Group, will bring regional Mexican cuisine to the iconic Joyride space at 5202
N. Central Ave., which closes Aug. 2 (illustration by Nicolas Graffanino).

eventually moving to Tom’s Tavern,
where he met and married Joan. When
their first child was on the way and the
family needed medical insurance,
Seriale moved to the food service
industry, eventually working for Sysco
until that fateful beach vacation and his
move to his own place.

Today, “We're a family owned,
scratch restaurant,” Joe said. “We're
family oriented, a great place for kids. I
take care of the kitchen and business
logistics, but Joan’s the one you remem-
ber. My wife is the reason we have a
good dining room. Not only will she
remember your name, she’ll remember
your dog’s name. All of my servers are
moms. Empathy is baked in.”

Joe’s Diner, 4515 N. 7th Ave., is
open daily from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
information, call 602-535-4999 or visit
www.joesdineraz.com.

Dining Briefs
Lado a Lado
coming to Uptown

An iconic North Central mid-centu-
ry building begins its new culinary chap-
ter this month when the Phoenix loca-
tion of Joyride Taco House closes end-
of-day Sunday Aug. 2, after 12 years..

One of five Upward Projects prop-
erties located on Central Avenue north
of Camelback Road, the space at 5202
N. Central Ave. will become Lado a
Lado, which is Spanish for “side by
side.” With a culinary perspective root-
ed in the traditions of Northern
Mexico, the new concept will be an
Upward chefs
Armando Hernandez, Nadia Holguin

collaboration with

and Roberto Centeno, the founders of
Chiwas Hospitality Group. The con-
cept pays homage to their roots: grow-
ing up cooking and eating in the
kitchen with their families and enjoy-
ing the fruits of their labor side by side.

For Upward Projects, early pioneers
of Phoenix’s modern independent din-
ing scene, it opens a new chapter on
what the company says they do best:
“transforming a storied space into a
vibrant community hub designed
around the neighborhood.”

Lauren Bailey, CEO and co-founder
of Upward Projects, said, “This partner-
ship really just grew out of a natural con-
nection. We've been big fans of
Armando, Nadia and Roberto and their
restaurants for a long time, and in the
summer of 2025, our teams got together,
started talking shop, and completely
clicked. They are brilliant at what they
do, and after throwing around some ideas
we thought we could bring something
unique and cool to the neighborhood.”

Known for their critically acclaimed
concepts Tacos Chiwas, Cocina
Chiwas, Tortillas Chiwas, Espiritu,
Main Burger and Aruma Cafe, Chiwas
Hospitality Group have earned nation-
al recognition, including multiple
James Beard Award nominations, for
their approach to regional Mexican cui-
sine. At Lado a Lado, the experience
and design will be inspired by familial
shared meals of the Sonoran region, the
company said. More details will be
revealed in the coming months. Diners
can expect a menu that offers a contrast
of fire and sea, and smoke and citrus,
with a strong emphasis on open flame,
wood-fired cooking. The heartbeat of

the kitchen, the parrillada and raw bar,
will serve as central elements to the
physical design of the restaurant.

“We have a lot of respect for the
Upward Projects team and the way they
connect with people and create a sense
of place,” the Chiwas team said in a
joint statement. “For us, it’s always
been about delivering a genuine experi-
ence and celebrating culture through
food. We've wanted to bring our flavors
to North Central Phoenix for a long
time and doing it alongside partners
who care about this community as
much as we do makes it really special.”

Lado a Lado is slated to open its
doors in Uptown Phoenix later this fall.
Visit www.ladoaladophx.com for more
information.

Botanical garden
welcomes Quail House

In July, the Desert Botanical
Garden announced that it will welcome
a new food and beverage destination
this fall with the opening of Quail
House Coffee & Creamery.

Located in a newly built space just
past the admissions gate, Quail House
will offer coffee, tea, gelato and grab-
and-go bites and a menu created by
acclaimed Arizona chef and restaurateur
Mark Tarbell. Designed for guests on the
go or those looking to linger a little
longer, the spot invites guests to stop by
for breakfast, lunch or an afternoon treat
while exploring the garden destination.

The project was made possible
through support from the T.W. Lewis
Foundation, whose longtime commit-
ment to the garden has helped bring
many new amenities and experiences to
life for visitors, the organization said.

Quail House will be operated in
partnership with Tarbell, who took the
helm of Gertrude’s by Tarbell’s and Patio
Café in 2025. A James Beard Award
nominee, Iron Chef America winner
and one of Arizona’s most celebrated
culinary innovators, Tarbell brings near-
ly four decades of hospitality experience
and a passion for fresh, ingredient-dri-
ven cuisine to the concept.

“After a stroll through the Garden,
Quail House is designed to be that
happy pause in the day, a welcoming,
relaxed gathering spot where great
moments unfold over local coffee and
sweet treats,” says Tarbell.

The name Quail House pays tribute
to one of the garden’s desert residents
and celebrates the unique beauty, char-
acter and life of the Sonoran Desert.
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Additional details, including a formal
opening date, will be announced soon.
Visit www.dbg.org for information.

Hudson House
to open at PV

Vandelay Companies is expanding
its portfolio by bringing its East Coast-
inspired concept, Hudson House, to
Greater Phoenix with two new loca-
tions slated to open in 2027. The two
forthcoming Hudson House locations
will anchor new developments in the
Valley, the first of which will open
within PV, the $2 billion mixed-use
development by RED Development at
Cactus Road and Tatum Boulevard,
and the second will open in Heritage
Park, a mixed-use development located
in  downtown Gilbert’s historic
Heritage District.

The company says that the expan-
sion “deepens Vandelay’s commitment
to the Arizona market, joining the
highly anticipated Scottsdale debut of
its sultry, celebrity-favorite concept,
Drake’s Hollywood, which remains on
track for a fall 2026 opening.”

Hudson House is an eatery inspired
by the West Village in New York City,
with a nostalgic design and a menu
heavily influenced by the East Coast

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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When it opens in 2027, Hudson House will bring its East Coast style, raw bar, approach-
able dining favorites and signature cocktails to PV (photo courtesy of Vandelay Companies).

sensibilities. Known for a spacious sit-
down raw bar and a large wraparound
bar, diners can look forward to East
Coast oysters, plates such as fish tacos
and chicken parmesan, and a house
cheeseburger, prepared with thin-
seared patties and a special house sauce.

At the center of the bar program is
Vandelay’s “World’s Coldest Martini.”
The cocktail is available in multiple
iterations, including the savory Bleu &
Gold, which is topped with housemade
blue cheese-stuffed olives. For those

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

preferring a sweeter profile, the stone
fruit martini mixes peach vodka and
white cranberry juice.

Visit www.hudsonhouse.com for
updates and opening announcements.

Chef’'s Week adds
dinner series

The Restaurant
Association announced a new series
during the 2026 Arizona Chef’s Week,
which takes place from Friday, July 31,
through Sunday, Aug. 9, and features

Arizona

prix fixe menus priced at just $55 or
$66 per person, depending on the
establishment.

The Chef’s Week Dinner Series fea-
tures intimate one-night-only dining
experiences at four popular local restau-
rants, hosted by a select group of the
state’s most celebrated chefs. These
events take place throughout the 2026
Arizona Chef’s Week and will be held
Tuesday, Aug. 4, Wednesday, Aug. 5,
Thursday, Aug. 6 and Sunday, Aug. 9.
Participating chefs and restaurants
include Chef Joey Maggiore of The
Italiano, Chef Justin Beckett of Beckett’s
Table, Chef Mark Tarbell of Tarbells,
and Chef Carson Dodd of The Ends.

Each dinner has been thoughtfully
curated by the participating chef and
features a unique multi-course menu,
expertly paired cocktails and wines,
and a one-night-only culinary experi-
ence that won't be repeated. The limit-
ed-seating Arizona Chef’s Week
Dinner Series features a chef-curated
multi-course menu, along with cocktail
and/or wine pairings, creating an inti-
mate dining experience for guests.

For more about the Chef’s Week
Dinner Series and to purchase tickets,
visit www.arizonachefsweek.com/chefs-
week-dinner-series.

, WOM Tree Care, LLC
602-206-2784

Best Value in
Skilled Pruning for Your Garden

Let's Talk About
Rainwater Harvesting!

-

LEATHER FURNITURE CARE
Your Leather Looking Shabby?
Cat, Dog Scratches, Dry, Fading?

“IT CAN LOOK NEW AGAIN”

We carry raw local honey!

The Block Fence Co.

* Block Stem Walls

* Perimeter & Retaining Walls
* Expert Repairs & Restoration * Stone Work
* Custom Outdoor Masonry

602-396-9783

* Fireplaces

* BBQ Remodels

* Footing Work

Doug Banfelder

Phoenix
Scottsdale
Paradise Valley

Experienced & Insured
dougbanfelder@gmail.com

UDDER FINERY LEATHER CARE

ESTABLISHED 1970

 602-248-7862 &

Need a Plumber?
Call Sandy Holland Plumbing!

All Types Plumbing and Gas
Whole Home Filters starting at $795 complete
Water Heaters installed starting at $1,195 complete
Work Guaranteed e References on Request
35 Years Experience ° Insured * No Job Too Small!

602-510-9600

Freemliggm,ates

Ryan’s Removal

Oleander, Tree and Stump Removal
Dirt - Concrete + Hauling ¢ Delivery
Lot Clearing - Pool Removal
Insured - Bonded

Call for free estimate

602-451-6120

ryansremoval@gmail.com
oleanderremoval.com

Jon Chestnutwood ¢ 47 Years Experience

PSCS WELLNESS
Change starts here

North Central Phoenix Behavioral Health Clinic
809 W. Maryland Ave., Suite B
Serving children, adolescents, and adults.
We accept all major private insurance. Affordable cash-pay options available.
Call: 602-281-3206
Email: frontoffice@pscswellness.com
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ARTIFICIAL GRASS * IRRIGATION INSTALL & REPAIR
SOD INSTALLATION  LANDSCAPE LIGHTING « PAVERS
TREE REMOVAL * TRIMMING & PRUNING * TREE PLANTING

SERVING THE VALLEY SINCE 1990

746 E. DUNLAP + PHOENIX, AZ + 85020

For all your P@ Y Homes Fix Mix
printin gn eeds RSEl Homes don't fix themsalves, we do. FLE M I N G
480-967-21
80-36 80 HANDYMAN SERVICES SPRINKLER/LANDSCAPE
IMPRESSIONMAKERS PRINTING N Lo Ry . T30 o e INSTALLATION-REPAIRS
CALL NOW — FREE ESTIMATES DESIGN/BUILD - LIGHTING
1505 West Tenth Place, Tempe, AL LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

480-364-2460 602-292-5657

momesticmix com + Big & Small — We Do 1 Al Doug Fleming, Owner ROC # 098462

Mention this ad
and receive

xtra Mile Painting 15/ e) Put your ad here!
2 Company ontener wonk. Call LIFE

service, craftmanshi . V%
e e North Central News %0/1
Our painters at

paint with pride! 602-277-2742 —— Sign Up. Save Lives.

Read our Yelp reviews! :‘

ROC # 299666 . DonatelifeAZ or;
to find out how! s
=i Professional
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= =1 OFFICE@CLWPLUMBING.COM
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Trimming. Thinning. 602-2<¢4-4121

Shaping and Removal
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Trees - iludgu-. - Shrubs Repairs are our Specialty!!

ComEag oy et ll NO TRAVEL CHARGES °* FREE ESTIMATES
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ROC # 0457777 » Licensed * Bonded
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Custom Closets | Garage Cabinets | Home Offices | Laundries | Wall Units | Pantries | Wall Beds | Hobby Rooms and more...

0% off

Plus Free
Installation

e 159%0 Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order of
custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other products.
Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit order. Not
valid with any other offer. Free installation with any unit order
of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time of
purchase only. Expires 8/31/26. Offer not valid in all regions.

12 MONTH

SPECIAL FINANCING

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for
details. Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

.

==

Call for a free in home design consultation

602-962-1021=

closetsbydesign.com nEoR &

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured.

byDesign
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Kir

Custom Remodeling Design/Build

Kitchens + Bathrooms * Master Suites + Additions
Second Stories + Windows & Doors + Gut Renovations

GET YOUR HOUSE READY
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Developmk

Company
TTnfmng_ Dreams into Kealuh,
Since 1978

ROC 057434 CALL FOR YOUR FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE! Serving the Valley

ROC 072088 since 1978

it OO 2-944-3658

Ué» www.kirkdevco.com

#1 EXP AGENT IN PHOENIX - TOP 1% AGENT NATIONALLY - HALPERNRESIDENTIAL.COM - 602.595.4200

NORTH CENTRAL

-~
HALPERN

- RESIDENTIAL
erl£UXURY

—
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("1 CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE el A

pARTNERSHlP pOWERED WH—H Equal Housing Opportunity. All lo.

NOAH KOVNER, CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAG E! LLC (s;:\rjfc:i-c\)/glsu:?gleybt(}gl-i;cégriiaa”rswaA:;”tht;r requirements to quali-fy. for any m

BRANCH NMLS 2060100 | NOAHKOVNER.COM program. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC NMLS3029 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess .org).
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