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By Kathryn M. Miller

It began in 1989 built around a simple idea: great music  
deserves to be heard. A group of  musicians wanted to give 
back to their local community and under the umbrella of  the  
nonprofit Central Arizona Shelter Services (CASS), Fervor Re-
cords produced the label’s first release, “Southwest Holiday.” 
The multi-genre Christmas compilation was issued on cas-
sette and sold more than 4,000 copies in just six weeks. David 
Hilker, founder and CEO of  Fervor Records took us back to the  
company’s founding.

“I’ve played music my whole life – it’s all I’ve ever done. I  
played in lots of  bands in the 80s and 90s, and there were four of  
us in the local scene and none of  us had record deals,” he laughed. 
“We were just a bunch of  long-haired road musicians, and we said, 
‘How does this whole label thing work and what can we do with  
no money?’ And we thought, why don’t we try to do something  
positive for the community.”

The Fervor Records team hosting the new “From the Archives” podcast, launching 
Nov. 3, include (L-R) Jeff Freundlich, David Hilker and Keagan Stromberg  
(submitted photo).

Fervor podcast takes deep 
dive into local music archives

Phoenix Writers Club: 100 years 
of creativity and camaraderie

By Kathryn M. Miller

In 1926, the city of  Phoenix was roughly 5 
square miles; its skyline was dominated by the 
Heard Building – completed in 1920 and home 
to The Arizona Republican and the Phoenix  
Gazette – and the Luhrs Building, the tall-
est building in the city once complete in 
1924. The 1926 re-routing of  the Southern  
Pacific Railroad’s main line through Phoenix 
was a key factor in the city’s growth, Sky Har-
bor airport would come along just three years 
later, and downtown and the greater Phoenix 

area was fast becoming a tourism destination.
Phoenix was a city of  some 35,000-40,000 

people and housing was beginning to push 
beyond the McDowell Road city limit as En-
canto-Palmcroft, Willo and other “suburb” 
communities were being built. The city was 
booming. And it was this backdrop that set 
the stage for a feisty group of  women jour-
nalists who, after being denied entry to the 
Arizona Press Club because of  their gender, 
founded the Phoenix Writers Club (PWC).  

Phoenix Writer’s Club through the years (clockwise from top left): Daisy Long and another member, ca. 1955; Members 
join Governor McFarland to recognize National Poetry Day, ca. 1955 (The Arizona Republic); Members attend the Midtown 
Book Fair; Member Mrs. W. P. Moore (Francis Adams Moore), ca. 1930s; Member Mrs. Jay Hyde, ca. 1935 (The Arizona 
Republic); and Member Idah Meacham, ca. early 1900s (photos courtesy of Phoenix Writer’s Club).



Page 2      |      North Central News      |      November 2026 www.northcentralnews.net



 November 2026      |      North Central News      |      Page 3

MESA SHOWROOM | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 

AHWATUKEE | 4601 E. Ray Rd. | Phoenix | 480-777-7103 

NEW ARROWHEAD RANCH | 7760 W. Bell Road | 623-487-7700 

GILBERT Santan Village | 2711 S. Santan Village Pkwy | 480-366-3900 

GLENDALE | 10220 N. 43rd Ave | 602 504-2122 

GOODYEAR | 1707 N. Litchfield Rd | 623-930-0770 

RECONDITION CENTER | 160 East Broadway | 480-615-1763 

SCOTTSDALE | 14202 N. Scottsdale Rd. | 480-991-7200 

SCOTTSDALE/PHOENIX | 13820 N. Tatum Blvd. | 602 494-0100 

MESA CLEARANCE CENTER | 115 W. First Ave. | 480-833-3072 

MESA | 5141 S. Power Rd. | 480-988-1917 

NOW OPEN - BILTMORE | 2102 E. Camelback Rd. | 602-457-4770

Biltmore
2102 E. Camelback Rd. 
602-457-4770 

OPEN DAILY 9AM - 9PM  
SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM  
SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM 

Biggest Sale of the Year!

www.spencerstv.com   
BiltmoreBiltmore

OPEN DAILY 9AM - 9PM • SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM 

BBLLAACCKK  FFRRIIDDAAYY  
SSAALLEE    NONO

INTERESTINTEREST
'TIL  'TIL  

2028!2028!**
NO MATTER WHERE YOU SEE IT, READ IT, OR HEAR IT,  

SPENCERS ALWAYS HAS A LOWER PRICE! EVERYDAY. IT’S LIKE 
HAVING A FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS! WE GUARANTEE IT!

$499$499

18 CU. FT. CAPACITY 
REFRIGERATOR 
• Humidity Controlled 

Crisper Drawers
• Top Freezer
• Modern Design
FFHT1822UV

Stainless Steel,
White or Black

DISHWASHER
• Normal  

Wash Cycle
• Heated  

Dry On/Off
• Standard  

Upper Rack
HDA20000VBB CLOSEOUT

STAINLESS STEEL 23 
CU. FT. SIDE BY SIDE
• Deli Drawer
• Crisper Shelves
• LED Lighting
FFSS2315TS CLOSEOUT

65" LED 4K TV
• Smart TV
• Mini LED  

AI Mode
• Motion 

Xcelerator
• Pure  

Spectrum 
Color

UN65M80HA

Your low price dealer! Better deals!
No gimmicks. No games. Just the best value in appliances - period. 

Spencers has had lower prices for 52 years. That is what and who we are.  
Passionately Pursuing the lowest price for nearly half a century. 

Biltmore
2102 E. Camelback Rd. 
602-457-4770 

OPEN DAILY 9AM - 9PM  
SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM  
SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM 

Biggest Sale of the Year!

You Get More Than A  
Great Kitchen

Professional Advice 
Lowest Price 
Guaranteed Satisfaction

YOUR COOKING 
HEADQUARTERS!

WASHER
• 3.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• 8 Wash Cycles
• 3 Temperature Settings
• Dual Action Agitator 

NTW4501XQ CLOSEOUT

WASHER
• 12 Wash Cycles
• QuickWash
• Presoak
• Deep Water Wash 
WTW4915EW CLOSEOUT

DRYER 
• Super Capacity
• Multiple Drying Cycles
• Automatic Dryness Control
NED4500VQ CLOSEOUT

DRYER 
• 5.9 Cu. Ft.
• 12 Drying Cycles
• 4 Temperature 

Settings
• Wrinkle Shield 

Option
WED4995EW CLOSEOUT

$319$319

$999$999 $399 $399 
EACHEACH

$479 $479 
EACHEACH$799$799

*See store for details. *** NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL IN 12 MONTHS, $799.00 Minimum finance amount,  
Minimum Payments Required. If the amount of the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period, interest 

charges will be imposed from the purchase date at the variable purchase rate on your account, which is 29.99% APR.  
This APR is as of Feb 25, 2024 and will vary with the market based on the Prime Rate.
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Who We Are
We are a more-than-175-member-strong group of actively 

selling agents who have a vested interest in the community, 
the real estate market and North Central Phoenix. This tour is 
a cooperative effort among the active REALTORS of the Central 
Corridor. The tour has been in existence for more than 35 years 

and is an all-volunteer organization. 

Location & Meeting
Our meetings are held on the first and third Friday of each month 

beginning at 9:00 am. Our meeting spot is at The Casa patio,  
7878 N. 16th St., Phoenix, AZ 85020. Following the meeting, 

we tour up to 10 homes new to the market. We require those 
REALTORS who have a property on the tour to attend the meeting 

and then participate in a tour of all houses on that day’s tour.  
Each agent provides constructive feedback on price, condition, 

and key features of the home. The goal is to network with 
fellow REALTORS who also specialize in North Central Phoenix 

neighborhoods and help sell the property.

Tour Boundaries
Tour boundaries are Campbell Avenue to the south, 40th Street 
to the east, 19th Avenue to the west, with the northern border 
running south of the North Phoenix Mountain Preserve (roughly 
Peoria) and just north of Lincoln from 16th Street east to 40th St. 

The Phoenix Country Club area also is included.

Join Us!
We love working with new members. Join our team and receive 
news and information about new homes on the market in the 

North Central Region of Phoenix.

For more information or to become a member, 
visit our website at  

https://northcentraltour.com/

Hello, North Central neighbors! 
Just before we went to press with 

this month’s issue, the news hit that 
The Phoenix Symphony was post-
poning the remainder of  its 2026-27 
season after its scheduled 
Nov. 1 performance. The 
symphony’s board cited fi-
nancial shortfalls stating, 
“The Symphony does not 
have the financial resources 
necessary to continue the 
season. Despite increased 
revenues, ticket sales and 
philanthropic support, on-
going operating deficits have left the 
organization with substantial financial 
obligations that make continuing the 
season untenable.”

This is devastating news for the 
nearly 80-year-old performing arts 
organization. Even more so for the 66 
full-time musicians who the board said 
would face layoff  on Nov. 2. Hours af-
ter the board broke the news, the mu-
sicians took to social media express-
ing their shock and heartbreak at the 
board’s decision (@phoenixsymphony-
musicians). 

“Making music at the highest pos-
sible level is the life’s work of  every 
musician in The Phoenix Symphony,” 
they said, adding, “We have dedicated 
our lives to our craft and want nothing 
more than to continue to make music 
for our Phoenix community.”

The news is devastating for audi-
ences as well. If  you have never sat in 

Symphony Hall and felt the power of  a 
full orchestra wash over you, you have 
missed out. The performing arts of-
fer an escape from a sometimes-harsh 
world; bring light and beauty to the 

everyday; offer a shared con-
versation; promote commu-
nity and discovery; and they 
enrich the communities that 
support them in ways that 
cannot be measured in dol-
lars and cents. 

And music… as Al-
phonse de Lamartine is quot-
ed as saying, “Music is the 

literature of  the heart; it commences 
where speech ends.”

How we got here will likely be dis-
sected elsewhere, but The Phoenix 
Symphony is an institution in crisis. I 
believe it is worth saving, and the musi-
cians who are the beating heart of  the 
symphony deserve support. Hopefully, 
the organization can sort through its 
financial issues. And I hope that resi-
dents and those in positions of  power 
will think about what we prioritize, 
consider how the performing arts en-
hance our lives and invest in the future 
of  our many arts organizations before 
they are lost.

We hope that you enjoy our No-
vember issue, and until next month, all 
my best,
 
Kathryn M. Miller
Editor, North Central News
editor@northcentralnews.net



 November 2026      |      North Central News      |      Page 5www.northcentralnews.net



Page 6      |      North Central News      |      November 2026 www.northcentralnews.net

COMMUNITY

(602) 625-7058 • MikeWeeksRealtor.com/listings • Reliable.  |  Experienced.  |  Diligent.

Q3 2026  •  CLOSED

$4,770,000
in North Central real estate, sold.

$1.19 M
AVERAGE SALE

LISTED & SOLD  
 330 W. Lawrence Road
 1939 E. Solano Drive
 720 E. Grandview Road

BUYER REP
 8145 N. 1st Drive

*Ranking by ARMLS closed dollar volume, July 1-Sep 30, 2026, among ~38,000 ARMLS 
members, including non-producing members. Data deemed reliable, not guaranteed.

Top 1%
ARMLS MEMBERS • VOLUME*

By Kathryn M. Miller 

At 2,104 feet, North Mountain is 
an easily recognizable landmark in the 
north Valley skyline. In addition to the 
popular Trail 44, the mountain offers a 
wide array of  options for hikers of  all 
abilities and boasts amazing summit 
climbs. But the park itself, which was 
built in the 1950s as a Maricopa County 
Park and joined the Phoenix Parks sys-
tem in the 1970s, has seen better days.

So, in late 2022, the City of  Phoenix 
Parks & Recreation Department began 
collecting community surveys, holding 
public meetings, and an extensive de-
sign and review process began to bring 
much-needed updates to the popular 
37-acre park, located in the northwest 
area of  the Phoenix Mountains Pre-
serve on the west side of  7th Street at 
Peoria Avenue.

Planned improvements include 
new, expanded restrooms; expanded 
shade canopies and improvements to 
existing picnic areas; pedestrian path 
and trail improvements; automatic 
gates; a new irrigation system; restored 
vegetation areas; chilled drinking foun-
tains with bottle fillers; and ice ma-
chines to assist first responders during 
rescue efforts, among others. In addi-
tion, excess asphalt will be removed; 
parking will be reconfigured and the 
Penny Howe Barrier Free Nature Trail 
will be moved and expanded, allowing 
patrons of  all abilities to learn about 
nature and enjoy the park.

The design master plan was at 90 
percent completion as of  late Septem-
ber this year, and the park is scheduled 

to close on Tuesday, Dec. 1, to begin the 
planned renovation. A Parks spokesper-
son told us that they anticipate the proj-
ect will be complete by winter 2027-28. 

In the meantime, residents can vis-
it the North Mountain Visitor Center 
(https://northmountainvisitorcenter.
org) and access trails on the other side 
of  the mountain, or explore nearby 
Lookout Mountain or Dreamy Draw 
Recreation Area. Stay up to date with 
the park closure and renovation at 
www.phoenix.gov/administration/de-
partments/parks/about-us/improve-
ment-projects/natural-resource-divi-
sion-projects.html.

Meetings scheduled for  
West Phoenix Extension 
By Kathryn M. Miller

After a series of  West Phoenix Ex-
tension open house events concluded 
on Oct. 14 at Steele Indian School Park, 
Valley Metro is gearing up for its “Con-
necting with Community” meetings. 
This new round of  public engagement 
is focused on sharing the preliminary 
technical analysis of  the two poten-
tial connections to the existing Valley 
Metro Light Rail B Line: 19th Avenue/
Camelback Road and Central Avenue/
Indian School Road.

The Oct. 28 and Nov. 9 meetings 
will include a project presentation  
covering the technical analysis, fol-
lowed by an open house where at-
tendees can ask questions, speak one-
on-one with project staff  and provide 
feedback. Virtual meetings are sched-

uled for Nov. 2 at 6 p.m. and Nov. 10 at 
noon and will also have a presentation 
with an opportunity of  Q&A.

A Nov. 21 meeting will have a modi-
fied format because it is being held 
during a community event. Project in-
formation and staff  will be available 
for questions, rather than the presenta-
tion-and-open-house format.

After November, additional public 
meetings are planned for early 2027, 
when Valley Metro will return to the 
community to present the recommend-
ed connection point to the existing B 
Line, according to program coordina-
tors Brett Benninghoff  and Debbie Lo-
pez. Meeting dates and locations are to 
be determined. The current schedule 
anticipates updating the Locally Pre-
ferred Alternative (LPA) in early 2027 
with the adoption process for spring/

summer 2027, the coordinators added. 
Website feedback will be collected 
through early 2027.

Visit www.valleymetro.org/proj-
ects/west-phoenix-extension for addi-
tional information.

The existing light rail at Central Avenue and Indian 
School Road is one potential new connection to 
the Valley Metro system that would extend the 
transit service into West Phoenix (photo courtesy 
of Valley Metro).

As part of a major renovation set for North Mountain Park, the Penny Howe Barrier Free Nature Trail 
will be moved and expanded, allowing patrons of all abilities to learn about nature and enjoy the park 
(photo by Kathryn M. Miller).

North Mountain Park closes 
Dec. 1 for major overhaul
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Tile & Grout Cleaning
Countertop Repair & Polishing
Epoxy Flooring & Countertops

Concrete Polishing
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

SAVE
15%

Metro Concrete and Natural Stone Care
Natural stone care, 

countertop repair, tile & grout cleaning 
services throughout the Valley

Travertine | Marble | Limestone | Granite | Flagstone | Slate | Saltillo | Terrazzo

Call for more information or an estimate!

602-741-3098
or email ron@metrocleaning.net

www.metronaturalstone.com

REAL SCIENCE.
REAL SUPPORT.
REAL RESULTS.

Achieve
Lasting
Wellness
IN NORTH CENTRAL PHOENIX

Weight Loss for a 
Healthier, Happier You 
At Healthcare Solutions Centers, we 
believe in sustainable, science-backed 
solutions for your health. Our medically 
supervised weight loss program includes 
SEMAGLUTIDE OR TIRZEPATIDE (GLP-1) 
to help you lose weight, improve your health, 
and feel your best. Combined with personalized 
nutrition guidance, lifestyle coaching, and 
ongoing support, we're here to help you! 

Call today to get started!
(602) 424-2101

A healthier you is closer than you think!

Visit hcsonsite.com to learn more and connect with our team.

4831 North 11th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85014
(602) 424-2101
info@hcsonsite.com

Scan to
schedule
a visit!

The club tells the story of  Gertrude 
Bryan Leeper, its first president. She 
was the feature and women’s editor at 
the Phoenix Evening Gazette. When she 
faced a closed door at the press club, she 
“saw the exclusion for what it was,” one 
PWC club member wrote, “And instead 
of  knocking on that locked door forever, 
she built her own house.”

Fast forward to 2026, and the club, 
with its current roster of  100 members, 
is no longer just for women, nor just for 
journalists, but it still believes in its mis-
sion: to provide a space where writers 
and readers can join together, discuss 
and grow their skills and knowledge in 
the craft of  writing. And this month, the 
club will host a Centennial Celebration 
that honors its roots and recognizes 100 
years of  “Writers helping Writers.”

“As president of  Phoenix Writers 
Club, it is a joy to celebrate 100 years 
of  ‘writers helping writers,’” club 
president Cindi Riess told us. “In my 22 
years as a member, I have had the plea-
sure of  meeting hundreds of  writers 
from all genres. I have been mentored 
by the best and have grown with every 
writer I met.”

The event, scheduled for Thursday, 
Nov. 12, from 4 to 7 p.m. at North Moun-
tain Visitor Center, 12950 N. 7th St., will 
celebrate the “witty Western women 
who found a peaceful way to promote 
creativity and camaraderie in the face 
of  adversity, demonstrating tremen-
dous pioneering spirit in establishing a 
space for writers,” organizers said. 

“Our club, founded by women, is 
a testament to the bonds women and 
men form as they learn, grow and 
share their stories,” Riess added. “I 
am honored to serve as president and 
follow in the footsteps of  determined, 
insightful women who were not only 

writers, but pillars of  the community.”
Creativity and camaraderie have 

been the foundational elements for the 
club, and that continues today, says 
Ilsa Manning. She has been a member 
of  the club since 2013. She began by 
volunteering to handle social media 
for the club and serves on the board to-
day. It was a search for community that 
first drew her to the club.

“I had recently moved back to Phoe-
nix,” she recalled, “and I finally had the 
courage to say ‘I’m a writer,’ and I need-
ed that community and support.”

The club meets on the third Satur-
day of  the month at North Mountain 
Visitor Center, and welcomes writers 
of  every genre, and since the 1990s ev-
ery gender, to join them – regardless of  
whether they are experienced or just 
beginning their writing journey, Man-
ning said.

“You walk in to our meetings and 
everybody is there because they are in-
terested in writing, and they have that 
creative spirit.”

Beyond the monthly meetings, 
the club hosts writing contests, twice-
monthly critique groups and publishes 
a literary magazine, among other en-
deavors. And they still lean in to that 
pioneering spirit of  bringing people 
together to pursue and support shared 
interests.

“We are just a ragtag group from 
all these different backgrounds that 
have this passion for writing and cre-
ativity,” Manning said, “and we strive 
to support that in one another while 
achieving our goals is as writers and 
creators…and everybody’s welcome.”

Visit www.phoenixwritersclub.
com to learn more about the club or 
to purchase tickets to the Centennial  
Celebration. 

WRITERS CLUB, continued from page 1

Board members of the Phoenix Writers Club include (L-R): Beth Johnson, secretary; Ilsa Manning, social 
media; Navissa Kaiser, treasurer; Cindi Reiss, president and membership chair; and D’Anne Pientka, 
newsletter / critique group (submitted photo).
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FERVOR, continued from page 1

So, they found a charity who would 
take them seriously and then set out to 
unite the local musicians around their 
cause. With that, Fervor Records was 
born.

“Everything was donated,” Hilker 
recalled, “from office space to cassettes 
– 100 percent went back to CASS. We do-
nated all of  our time just to get things 
going and get a better idea of  how a re-
cord label worked. We did another proj-
ect with St. Mary’s Food Bank in the 
early 90s and the label has just grown 
from there.”

The label has always been eclectic, 
Hilker said, they don’t focus on one 
genre of  music. That original release 
featured everything from the Phoe-
nix Boys Choir to country artist J. Da-
vid Sloan. As their catalog has grown 
over the years, they have produced 
blues compilations and obtained music 
across broad genres from 1950s Arizona 
and beyond, “Fervor literally has mu-
sic from around the world in virtually 
every genre,” Hilker said. But they stay 
rooted locally and represent almost 250 
Arizona artists.

The company works with new art-
ists to record their music at their Sun-
nyslope studios, and they have a deep 
catalog of  heritage tracks that they 
have acquired or otherwise represent 
(you may have heard that music pop up 
in films and TV shows).

“If  you get a track in a [popular 
TV show] that’s going to reach millions 
of  people. Trying to achieve that same 
amount of  exposure with just selling 
records or spending the money it costs 
to get on the radio, we found it more ef-
fective and lucrative for the artist.”

A lot of  their archives began with 
Floyd Ramsey, who owned Audio Re-
corders of  Arizona in the 1950s, “they 
were responsible for the first gold re-
cord that came out of  Phoenix in the 
50s with Sanford Clark, called ‘The 
Fool’” Hilker said. “Floyd bequeathed 
his archives to John Dixon [known to 
many as Johnny D], and he came to us 
with that. And we just started acquir-
ing more music from around town.

“These weren’t hit songs, but we 
thought it was great music. And we 
thought it was relevant and we wanted 
to get that working for people, rather 
than sitting in a drawer somewhere.”

Now, nearly 40 years later, drawing 
on their expansive catalog (housed in a 
bomb shelter at their Sunnyslope stu-
dio), and following their ethos of  get-
ting that great music heard, the team 
is launching “From the Archives,” on 
Nov. 3. The new video podcast invites 
music fans to hear the stories beyond 
the crates as the team unearths the 
master tapes from their archives.

The weekly video podcast will be 
hosted on the Fervor Records YouTube 
channel where the team will dive into 
the stories behind these artists. The 
roughly 45-minute episodes are hosted 
by Hilker, along with Fervor Records’ 
COO Jeff  Freundlich and produced by 
Keagan Stromberg, one of  the label’s 
signed artists who has joined the busi-
ness side of  the company. 

The first season digs deep into 
Fervor’s archives for the stories be-
hind rare soul recorded from the 1960s 
through the 1980s in Chicago, Boston, 
New York City and Shreveport, along 
with two episodes focused on music 
rooted in Phoenix.

“Preserving the music isn’t 
enough,” Hilker said. “Music was made 
to be heard, and these artists deserve to 
have their stories told.

“Most artists don’t ‘make it big.’ 
It’s the one percent of  the one percent 
where the music, the business and the 
moment all line up to catch lightning 
in a bottle. They get dropped from the 
label, their album gets shelved or the 
band breaks up. So, the songs go un-
heard, buried in a closet or filed in a 
desk drawer. Their stories can involve 
addiction, tragedy and heartbreak, but 
so many times, redemption too. Some-
times it takes decades for the culture to 
catch up.

“We hope people find their jour-
neys as fascinating as we do and come 
away understanding that the history of  
American music is much bigger than 
the hits everyone already knows.”

Visit www.fervor-records.com to 
check out the Fervor catalog and tune 
into the “From the Archives” podcast.

602.320.9995
www.northcentralphx.com

EVERY GOOD PUP DESERVES A LOVING HOME,  
SO DO YOU! LET’S START YOUR SEARCH TODAY!

North Central Pet of the Month
CASSIE
Owners: Osha and Mary Davidson
Age: 11 years old
Breed: Cattle dog/Huskie/Corgi/Hereford Cow LOL
Nickname: Cassafrass
Favorite activity: Seeing her dog friends on walks
Least favorite thing: Garbage trucks
Good with other dogs:  In person, YES. 
 On TV, absolutely NOT!
Favorite place to go: M y Dad’s pillow at 4:12am. 
 Every, Dang, Morning.

WANT TO NOMINATE A NCPHX DOG FOR THE FEATURE OF THE MONTH? GIVE DAVE A CALL!
YOUR NORTH CENTRAL PHOENIX REAL ESTATE EXPERT.
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COMMUNITY

Library hosts author fair
Head to Burton Barr Central Li-

brary, 1221 N. Central Ave., Saturday, 
Nov. 7, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the an-
nual Local Author Fair.

During the event, residents will 
discover the incredible writers who 
live and work in their town. Meet more 
than 100 local authors across fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry, memoir, children’s 
books and more. Attendees can meet 
authors, browse books across genres, 
get signed copies directly from the au-
thors and connect with the people be-
hind the stories

Whether a lifelong reader, aspir-
ing writer or just love a good story,  
the event celebrates Phoenix’s local  
literary talent. Learn more at www.
phoenixpubliclibrary.org.

Coffeehouse concerts
Church of  the Beatitudes, 555 W. 

Glendale Ave., will host three Jazz Cof-
feehouse concerts featuring talented 
local musicians, beginning with Ted 
Goddard’s 10-piece big band, Nov. 15, at 
6 p.m. The band will perform music ar-
ranged by the late Price Shell.

The Jan. 17, 6 p.m., event features 
the Todd Johnson Quartet with Dom 
Moio, followed by the Beth Lederman 
Quartet on March 21, 6 p.m. Donations 
are accepted in lieu of  admission, with 
proceeds used to pay the musicians and 
support future concerts.

Learn more at https://beatitude-
schurch.org.

Seed Up supports  
sustainability

The annual Great American Seed 
Up returns to North Phoenix Baptist 
Church, 5757 N. Central Ave., for two 
days, Nov. 6-7. The event offers over 100 

varieties of  local, climate-adapted seeds. 
Attendees can scoop up bulk seeds 

at major discounts, learn from local 
seed-saving experts and connect with 
fellow gardeners from across the Val-
ley. Participants also are encouraged 
to share the seeds with their neighbor-
hood and community groups to spur lo-
cal gardening and seed saving efforts. 

Pre-registration is required for free 
entry to Friday’s seed room, open from 
4-8 p.m., or Saturday’s seed room, 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Walk-ins accepted Friday 
from 5-7:30 p.m. ($7.50 at the door, based 
on capacity).

Pre-registration and information 
is available at www.greatamerican-
seedup.org. 

I Recycle kicks off  
2026-27 season

During its 2025-26 season, the Keep 
Phoenix Beautiful I Recycle Phoenix 
events served more than 4,750 resi-
dents who helped divert 229,440 pounds 
(114 tons) of  material from the landfill. 
For the 2026-27 season, the organiza-
tion will hold five recycling events to 
continue keeping Phoenix beautiful 
and sustainable.

First up is a Saturday, Nov. 7, event 
held from 7 to 11:30 a.m. at American 
Family Fields, 3805 N. 53rd Ave. Resi-
dents should enter the parking lot on 
North 51st Avenue, between Osborn 
and Indian School Road. Then, save 
the date for Jan. 9, 2027, when the event 
returns to Christown Spectrum Mall, 
1603 W. Bethany Home Road, from 7 to 
11:30 a.m. – enter off  Montebello Av-
enue, east of  Target.

For additional information, includ-
ing what types of  items can and can-
not be recycled during the event, visit 
www.keepphxbeautiful.org/i-recycle-
phoenix.
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CamelBackyard hosts  
produce distribution

New Roots Phoenix will host a 
community produce distribution event 
Thursday, Nov. 5, from 2-4 p.m. at Cam-
elBackyard, 1616 W. Camelback Road.

Attendees can pick up a free bag of  
fresh organically grown, seasonal pro-
duce. No registration required. One hun-
dred bags will be given away to the com-
munity; first come, first served. There is 
a limit of  one bag per household.

New Roots, and the CamelBack-
yard garden, is a program organized by 
the International Rescue Committee. 
Learn more at www.newrootsphx.org 
or on social media: @newrootsphoenix.
 
Celebrating 100 years 
of sisterhood

One hundred years of  friendship, 
leadership and service will be celebrat-
ed on Nov. 6 as the Phoenix Alumnae 
Club of  Pi Beta Phi, one of  Arizona’s 
longstanding women’s organizations, 
marks its centennial anniversary. 

Chartered in 1926, the Phoenix 
Alumnae Club has spent a century 
bringing together women of  all gen-
erations and backgrounds while sup-
porting literacy initiatives, education-
al opportunities and charitable efforts 
throughout the Valley.  

“Reaching 100 years is a remark-
able achievement and a testament to 
the enduring bonds of  sisterhood and 
service that have defined our club for 
generations,” said Wendy Brooks, pres-
ident of  the Phoenix Alumnae Club of  
Pi Beta Phi. “We are proud of  our his-
tory and excited to continue serving 
our community for years to come.”  

Literacy has long been at the heart 
of  the Phoenix Alumnae Club’s com-
munity impact. Through partnerships 
with local public schools and chari-
table organizations, including Kids 
Need to Read, club members regularly 

donate books and participate in pro-
grams that encourage literacy and fos-
ter a lifelong love of  reading. The club 
also supports education through schol-
arship fundraising. 

Learn more at www.phoenixpi-
betaphi.org. For celebration tickets or 
additional information, email presi-
dent@phoenixpibetaphi.org.

Night Market offers  
gathering space

The First Friday Slope Night Mar-
ket returns to Sunnyslope Nov. 6 from 
5-9 p.m. The event will feature food, 
drink, featured DJ and music, art, and 
community at 509 W. Hatcher Road – of-
fering the opportunity to visit with old 
friends, make new friends and support 
the local community.

Vendors will include art, DIY col-
lage for everyone, vintage items, flash 
tattoo, and many artisan goods. While 
relaxing with the DJ’s tunes, try tacos, 
agua frescas, and Somali sambusas 
(with coconut jalapeno salsa), as well 
as artisan coffee/tea, cookies and more.

Free parking is available behind 
the dental office at 421 W. Hatcher 
Road; at the Rise Over Run parking lot, 
524 W. Hatcher Road; or at Books on 7th 
Avenue, 9201 N. 7th Ave. For more infor-
mation, including a list of  vendors or 
booth opportunities for future events, 
visit https://slopenightmarket.com.

A 501(c)3 Organization

(480) 678-2346
repurposedenvironmentalsolutions.org

Need to demo or
remodel a home

or building?
Let R.E.S. help you...

Deconstruct
Donate
Recycle
Reuse
Tax Deduction

Visit www.resnp.org  Email info@resnp.org

COMMUNITY

The New Roots’ CamelBackyard is a community-
supported cooperative garden that serves as a 
place for refugees to plant literal and figurative 
roots in the Valley (photo by Kathryn M. Miller). 
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Fall festival  
celebrates ‘Local’

The Local First Arizona Certified 
Local Fall Festival returns to Marga-
ret T. Hance Park, 67 W. Culver St., on 
Saturday, Nov. 7, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
This year’s event celebrates 20 years of  
bringing together thousands of  attend-
ees for a day of  local shopping, food, 
entertainment and community celebra-
tion in the heart of  downtown Phoenix.

As Arizona’s largest celebration 
of  Certified Local businesses, the Fall 
Festival will connect shoppers with 
more than 250 Arizona businesses – in-

cluding many North Central favorites. 
Attendees can anticipate everything 
from handmade goods and artisan 
products to locally made food, bever-
ages and gifts. The festival is an oppor-
tunity to discover new local favorites 
while experiencing exciting activities 
that bring joy and create memories 
for families and friends together – all 
while building a stronger connection 
to your community.  

“The 2026 Fall Festival is consid-
ered a must-attend event for everyone 
who loves Arizona and discovering 
new locally-owned businesses,” said 
Kimber Lanning, Local First Arizona’s 
founder and CEO.  “It is the staple that 

ties communities together through al-
lowing champions of  Arizona to cel-
ebrate the local businesses that make 
our state a place we want to live in.” 

Visit www.localfirstaz.com/fall-
fest for complete event details.

PVUMC hosts annual 
Christmas Bazaar

Paradise Valley United Methodist 
Church (PVUMC), 4455 E. Lincoln Dr., 
invites residents to get a jump start on 
their holiday shopping while supporting 
local artisans and community missions. 
The church will host its Fifth Annual 
Christmas Bazaar and Craft Fair on Sat-
urday, Nov. 14, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Browse a variety of  handmade 
crafts, gifts, holiday items and more 
from more than 40 local vendors and 
artisans. A portion of  the proceeds will 
support missions and local nonprofits 
– more than $80,000 has been raised to 
support local charities over the last four 
years – making this a great way to shop 
local and give back this holiday season.

Admission is free and everyone 
is welcome. For information, visit  
www.pvumc.org. 

Veterans Day parade  
changes route

Presented by Honoring America’s 
Veterans, the 30th annual Phoenix Vet-

erans Day Parade will be held on Nov. 
11, beginning at 11 a.m. New this year, 
the parade will begin in downtown 
Phoenix and head north towards Steele 
Indian School Park.

The parade steps off  at 11 a.m at 
3rd Street and will travel from McDow-
ell Road to Indian School Road. This 
year’s celebrity grand marshal is Jim 
McMahon.

Find additional details at https://
honoringamericasveterans.org. 

Explore Phoenix history 
on home tour

Hosted by the Roosevelt Action 
Association, the annual Historic 
Home Tour – scheduled for Saturday, 
Nov. 14, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. – offers a 
rare opportunity for residents to step 
inside a curated collection of  beauti-
fully preserved and thoughtfully mod-
ernized homes. 

The tour showcases a blend of  
early 20th-century architecture, con-
temporary design and the vibrant char-
acter that continues to define the Roo-
sevelt neighborhood today. The event 
combines music, local history and com-
munity connection in this distinctive 
downtown Phoenix neighborhood.

Visit www.rooseveltneighborhood.
org/upcoming-events to find com-
plete event details and to purchase a  
tour ticket.

Personalized financial guidance
to help you pursue your idea of paradise

Whether it’s sandy beaches or Alaskan getaways, family 

gatherings or simply having confidence in your financial 

outlook, we’ll help you pursue your idea of paradise 

with guidance focused on your goals. Let’s start the 

conversation. Call us for a free consultation.

1118 E. Missouri Ave., Suite B3  | Phoenix, AZ 85014  | T: 602.266.9200

paradisefinancialpartners.com

© 2023 Securities o�ered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services o�ered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 
Paradise Financial Partners is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Financial planning 

Long-term care insurance 

Investment management 

Estate planning

Retirement plans

College savings plans 

S E R V I N G  O U R  C L I E N T S  F O R  O V E R  T W O  D E C A D E S

COMMUNITY

Join Local First Arizona and more than 250 Arizona businesses at the 20th annual Certified Local Fall 
Festival, scheduled for Nov. 7 in downtown Phoenix (submitted photo).
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FOR SALE
$2,699,000

5525 E. LINCOLN DR 105

3424 SF 4B/4BTH

FOR SALE
$750,000

7331 E. VALLEY VISTA DR

2405 SF 3B/2.5BTH

BILTMORE RENTAL
$4,500

2422 E OREGON AVE

2135 SF 3B/2BTH

SALE PENDING
$428,000

12812 N 28TH ST

1215 SF 3B/2BTH
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Helping you move from where you are to where you want to be.

2020

Mary King
Realtor
Compass 

Cell 602.319.4055
www.soldbymaryking.com

Let me put my knowledge, professionalism, and experience to work for you.

5225 N. Central
Suite 108

Phoenix • 85012

144 E Winter Drive • $1,475,000 
4 bed, 3 bath, 2,470 SF

PENDING

7320 N Central • $2,025,000
5 bed, 3 bath, 4,268 SF

SOLD

1302 W Hayward • $775,000
4 bed, 2 bath, 2,187 SF

BROUGHT THE BUYER

1318 W Glenn Drive • $875,000
4 bed, 3 bath, 2,026 SF

SOLD

6151 N. 9th Avenue • $445,000 
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,536 SF

5434 E Lincoln Dr. #33•$2,395,000
3 bed, 2 bath, 2,432 SF

PENDING

To find out more about specifics in 
your neighborhood, contact me for 

a no obligation consultation.

BROUGHT THE BUYER
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Architecture. Views. Compelling New Price.

Now offered at $4,650,000
3135 E Palo Verde Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85016

5 Bed   6 Bath   6012 SQ FT   1.18 ACRE   Hillside Lot

Step beyond the ordinary, Altura Peak isn’t just viewed, it’s felt.
 And it’s waiting to be experienced.

Contact us at 480-619-7686 for a private viewing.

ALTURA PEAK
ABOVE THE CITY. CLOSE TO EVERYTHING. 

DEALER ALTERNATIVE DEALER ALTERNATIVE 
SERVICE & REPAIRSERVICE & REPAIR

North Central’s #1 choice in European  
Vehicle Service, Repair, Tires & Alignments.

www.tanner-motors.com
10221 N. Cave Creek Road 

602-241-9888

10% OFF
LABOR FOR ANY  

REPAIR OVER $150
Can not be combined with any other offer. 

One coupon per vehicle. Expires Nov. 30, 2026.

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL 
CHANGE SERVICE
$99.99*

Includes up to 6 quarts full synthetic motor  
oil and filter. Does not include taxes and  

shop supplies. Expires Nov. 30, 2026. 
*Due to current oil crisis, prices may vary.

COMMUNITY

Holiday shopping found 
at annual bazaar

Lura Turner Homes for Adults 
with Special Needs hosts its 41st holi-
day bazaar and craft fair, noon to 6 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 6, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, at Cross Roads United 
Methodist, 7901 N. Central Ave. 

Dozens of  vendors will offer ev-
erything from original art and baked 
goods to homemade Christmas decora-
tions, jewelry and more. The event is 
free, but shoppers are encouraged to 
bring canned goods to support Desert 
Mission Food Bank. 

Proceeds from the event benefit the 
special needs men and women who live 
at Lura Turner Homes (www.luraturn-
erhomes.org).

ADOT seeks I-10 input
The Arizona Department of  Trans-

portation (ADOT) will hold two Novem-
ber public meetings on improvements 
to I-10 through Central Phoenix

Meetings are scheduled for Nov. 5 
(in person from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Garfield 
Elementary School, 811 N. 13th St.) and 
Nov. 9 (held virtually from 6 to 7 p.m.) 
to seek input on options to address safe-
ty, traffic operations and regional trav-
el growth along Interstate 10 between 
the Deck Park Tunnel and the I-10/I-17 
Split interchange in Central Phoenix. 

ADOT is currently preparing an 
Environmental Assessment and De-
sign Concept Report to develop and 
evaluate alternative design concepts 
for proposed improvements, such as re-
configuring freeway ramp connections 
and lane configurations through this 
busy stretch of  I-10. The study area also 
includes State Route 51 (SR 51) south of  
Thomas Road, the Loop 202 (Red Moun-
tain Freeway) west of  24th Street and 

the entire interchange of  I-10, SR 51 
and Loop 202, also known as the “Mini-
Stack.”

Register for the virtual meeting at 
bit.ly/I-10zoom. Meeting materials will 
be posted to the study website (www.az-
dot.gov/I-10TunneltoSplit) by Nov. 4; a 
recording of  the meeting will be posted 
afterwards. 

CityVet opens  
in Moon Valley

A community of  veterinarian-
owned practices is expanding its pres-
ence in Arizona with the opening of  
CityVet Moon Valley on Oct. 26. Lo-
cated at 777 E. Thunderbird Road, Suite 
107. The new clinic is owned and led by 
Lieu Balu, DVM, a veterinarian who 
spent time serving in the U.S. Navy 
before pursuing a career in veterinary 
medicine. She brings an approach to 
veterinary medicine rooted in empa-
thy, education and building lasting 
relationships with pets and the people 
who love them, the company said.

Lieu Balu, DVM, will bring her approach to 
veterinary medicine – one based on empathy, 
education and relationship building – to the 
newest CityVet location at 777 E. Thunderbird 
Road (submitted photo).

please see CITYVET on page 18
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COMMUNITY PETS

CityVet, continued from page 17

The new practice will provide a 
full range of  veterinary services, from 
routine wellness and preventive care 
to diagnostics, dentistry, surgery and 
urgent care. Balu also has special in-
terests in dermatology, ophthalmology 
and cardiology, areas she looks for-
ward to incorporating into the care she 
provides for local pets.

Balu says that practice ownership 
is an opportunity to create the kind 
of  neighborhood veterinary clinic she 
has long envisioned, one where clients 
know their veterinary team by name 

and relationships can grow over the 
course of  a pet’s life.

“I’ve always wanted to create a 
practice where relationships really 
matter,” said Balu. “Veterinary medi-
cine is about so much more than treat-
ing an illness. It’s about supporting 
the bond people have with their pets 
and being a trusted resource for fami-
lies through every stage of  their pet’s 
life. My hope is that CityVet Moon Val-
ley becomes a place where people feel 
known, listened to, and confident in the 
care their pets receive.”

Visit www.cityvet.com or call 480-
525-8988 for more information.

Pet of the Month 
Beautiful Betty has a  
heart of gold

Oftentimes, black pets like sweet 
Betty (pet number 857236) spend lon-
ger on the adoption floor as they tend 
to be overlooked by potential adopters 
more than other pets, the Arizona Hu-
mane Society (AHS) says. The 32-pound 
American Pit Bull mix was rescued 
by AHS in July after her owner sadly 
passed away and there was no one else 
to care for her.  

Betty is a kind soul who loves to 
get treats and would appreciate a fam-
ily that allows her to adjust to her new 
home with lots of  patience and positive 
reinforcement. As smart as she is cute, 
this golden eyed pup loves showing off  
how great she does on a leash and the 
tricks she knows including sit.

This sweet girl absolutely loves 
meeting new people but does take a lit-
tle time to adapt to new surroundings. 

After all, who can blame her after los-
ing the person who took care of  her for 
her whole life? Despite all she has been 
through, Betty still has a heart of  gold. 

Betty’s adoption fee includes her 
spay surgery, current vaccinations, 
a microchip and a follow-up wellness 
exam with a VCA Animal Hospital. 
Visit this gorgeous girl at the Arizona 
Humane Society’s South Mountain 
Campus or to give her the loving for-
ever home she deserves.

Visit www.azhumane.org/adopt to 
learn more.

Phoenix veterinarian  
develops ear catheter  
for pets
By Christina Fuoco-Karasinski

Dogs shaking their heads or cats 
pawing at their ears and meowing loud-
ly can be signs of  an ear infection. Vet-
erinarians say the common condition is 
notoriously difficult to resolve. 

Longtime Phoenix veterinarian 
and North Central resident Dr. Gabor 
K. Vajda has spent decades solving 
problems like this. 

Vajda’s story began in war-torn 
Hungary, where he was a veterinary 
student. At 19, he fled the Hungarian 
Revolution of  1956 for the United States 
with help from Americans. He earned 
his veterinary degree from Iowa State 
University in 1961. He and his wife, Eva, 
have two children and have cared for 
generations of  family pets.

“I always wanted to pay back for all 
the kindness and support I received,” 
he said.

A past president of  the Ameri-
can Animal Hospital Association and 
a recipient of  multiple professional 
awards, he practiced for more than 50 
years, including at Northern Animal 
Hospital on west Northern Avenue. 
He retired from daily practice, but not 
from innovation.

Vajda, 91, acknowledged that medi-
cation rarely reaches the true source of  
infection, leading to chronic cases that 

can linger for months or years. He de-
cided the profession needed a better tool.  

“I always had difficulty treating 
ears because of  the unique structure 
of  the ear canal,” he said. “When peo-
ple clean the ears with their finger, or 
when you put some cleaning agent or 
medicine in it, it never goes beyond the 
outside. The moment the dog shakes 
the ear everything comes right out.” 

He invented DexCath-G Gabor 
Catheter, a flexible, soft‑tipped catheter 
designed specifically for the canine and 
feline ear canal. Developed in collabo-
ration with Portland, Oregon-based 
Dextronix Inc., a supplier of  veterinary 
pacemakers and other medical devices, 
the catheter is built to deliver medica-
tion precisely where traditional treat-
ments cannot reach. 

With the “very soft, flexible cathe-
ter,” Vajda said, veterinarians can reach 
the end of  the vertical canal and allow 
medication to flow into the horizontal 
canal, where infections often originate.

“It has millimeter measurements 
so the veterinarian can measure the 
length, how far to go in the ear canal,” he 
said. “There’s a landmark inside called 
the dorsal ridge, and another mark on 
the outside. You can measure from the 
outside how far you’re going in.”

Vajda added that inserting any-
thing into the horizontal canal can 
damage the eardrum, “So, we deposit 
the medication at the end of  the verti-
cal canal,” he explained. “When a dog 
shakes its head, it pulls the ear up be-
fore it shakes, and that actually moves 
the medication down to the area where 
the problem is.”

The catheter has cleared clinical 
safety trials and is now entering its fi-
nal regulatory phase. To complete that 
phase, Vajda and his collaborators are 
conducting mandatory field trials at 
Northern Regional Veterinary Hos-
pital. The trials are led by Dr. Darius 
Starks, the hospital’s medical director. 
Starks explained that he helped develop 
marketing concepts and color schemes 
for the product. He also allowed Vajda 
to try the catheter on his dog.

“He’s done a lot – from being a 

business owner and entrepreneur to 
research on reproductive medicine. 
Leaving a piece of  equipment named 
after him really will be the culmination 
of  his veterinary career,” said Starks.

The field trial involves dogs and 
cats with acute or chronic ear condi-
tions. The team is seeking referrals 
from veterinarians and pet owners 
across the Valley.

Online vet care offered
When an owner is worried about 

a pet’s health, behavior or care, it is 
important to get advice and support 
quickly. However, sometimes a trip to 
the vet adds another layer of  stress to 
the situation, which is where the Ari-
zona Humane Society (AHS) Online Vet 
Care service steps in. 

Through a convenient video ap-
pointment, AHS veterinarians can an-
swer questions about a pet’s health and 
provide expert professional guidance 
all from the comfort of  home. It’s a help-
ful first step for timely, affordable care 
for non-emergency concerns, including 
coughing, sneezing, skin issues, minor 
wounds or other non-emergency symp-
toms; guidance on diet, medications, 
vaccinations and ongoing care; help 
deciding whether a pet should be seen 
in person; and a lower-stress option for 
pets who may be sensitive to travel, car-
riers or changes in routine 

Appointments are available for 
pets who are currently in Arizona and 
are not intended for emergencies. Visit 
www.azhumane.org/online-vet-care 
for information.

As smart as she is cute, the golden-eyed Betty is 
an American Pit Bull mix who loves showing off 
how great she does on a leash and the tricks she 
knows, including sit (submitted photo).

North Central 
resident Dr. 
Gabor K. Vajda, 
91, may have 
retired from 
daily veterinary 
practice, but not 
from innovation 
– his latest 
invention is 
headed to field 
trials (photo 
courtesy of 
Gabor Vajda).
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Wrigley, Biltmore now under same ownership
In October, the Arizona Biltmore 

and Wrigley Mansion announced a 
new chapter in their shared story, 
with the Wrigley Mansion joining the 
Arizona Biltmore under ownership by 
Henderson Park in a joint venture with 
Western & Southern Financial Group, 
and funds managed by Hamilton Lane, 
South Street Partners and Pyramid 
Global Hospitality.  Pyramid will over-
see operations at both properties.

Since the Arizona Biltmore 
opened in 1929, the 39-acre resort has 
continued to redefine Arizona luxury 
while preserving the architectural 
character, lush grounds and old Hol-
lywood glamour that have made it 
an enduring icon. Now, nearly a cen-
tury after William Wrigley Jr. helped 
establish the Arizona Biltmore as 
one of  the nation’s most celebrated 
resort destinations and in 1931 com-
missioned Wrigley Mansion as an 
anniversary gift for his wife, the two 
neighboring landmarks are united by 
a shared vision for exceptional hos-
pitality, dining and experiences, the 
company said. 

The Wrigley Mansion’s acclaimed 
culinary program, anchored by Chris-
topher’s – recently recognized in Mi-
chelin’s inaugural Southwest Guide 

as one of  12 recommended restaurants 
in Arizona – adds a compelling new 
dimension to the Arizona Biltmore 
experience, further establishing the 
destination as one of  the region’s most 
exciting culinary addresses.

Alongside Christopher’s, Geor-
die’s Restaurant & Lounge pairs the 
Mansion’s historic grandeur with 
modern seasonal cuisine, sweeping 

Valley views and an acclaimed wine 
program. Jamie’s Wine Bar, tucked 
into the Mansion’s original library, of-
fers an intimate fireside setting with a 
rotating selection of  wines by the glass 
and shareable small plates.

“Wrigley Mansion and Arizona 
Biltmore share a remarkable history, 
but what excites us most is the op-
portunity to create a new chapter for 

both – one that honors what makes 
each property special while introduc-
ing new experiences for guests today,” 
said Michael Hoffmann, vice president 
and managing director of  Arizona  
Biltmore. 

To learn more, visit www.arizo-
nabiltmore.com and www.wrigley-
mansion.com.

Perched atop a 100-
foot knoll above the 
Arizona Biltmore, 
Wrigley Mansion offers 
sweeping 360-degree 
views of the Valley, 
where storied character 
meets a distinctly 
elevated point of view 
(submitted photo).

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS

Janeen Gelinas
Associate Broker

480-221-7379
janeengelinas@gmail.com

www.myAZroots.com
@Janeen_Gelinas

STRATEGIC POSITIONING • TRUSTED RELATIONSHIPS • COLLABORATIVE EXPERTISE • EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

How a property is positioned, marketed, and represented matters.
Strategic collaboration and thoughtful execution continue to create  

exceptional outcomes for luxury home sellers.

— Janeen Gelinas

3427 E. Mariposa Street • $1,770,000
4 Bed • 3.5 Bath • Pool • 3,083 SF

Represented Seller

SOLD

3935 E. Rough Rider #1169  • $449,000
2 Bed • 2 Bath • 1,606 SF

Villages of Aviano

NEW PRICE

334 E. Glenn Drive • $3,400,000
6 Bed • 6.5 Bath • Guest House 

1.2 Acre Lot • Cul De Sac

SOLD

4416 N. 37th Way • $2,600,000
4 Bed • 5.5 Bath • Lap Pool • 4,066 SF 

Represented Seller

335 W. State • $2,400,000
4 Bed • 3 Bath + Office • Pool • 3,865 SF 

Quiet Cul De Sac

SOLD

COMING SOON

1116 W Las Palmaritas • $1,187,000
4 Bed • 3.5 Bath • 3,417 SF • Pool

Represented Buyer

1797 W Camelot Drive • $525,000
3 Bed • 3 Baths • 1,680 SF

Flagstaff, Arizona

SOLD

FLAGSTAFF

ELEVATE YOUR EXPERIENCE

Scan here for 
OFF MARKET OPPORTUNITIES 
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More than a
membership—

it’s a policy partnership.

Join us! | phoenixchamber.com

We’re your go-to hub for comprehensive auto repair and tire services in Phoenix, AZ. We’re committed to delivering 
outstanding value, ensuring you receive top-notch service, premium tires, and quality parts—all at prices that won’t 
break the bank. Our expert technicians are here to answer your questions and provide the best solutions tailored to 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
EXPERT CAR CARE IN PHOENIX, AZ

Starting at $69.95 
10% OFF ALL BRAKE JOBS

4245 North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85013
(602) 248-8000 • denverscarcare.com

HOURS:
We offer a 36-month, 36,000-mile nationwide warranty on all services.

EXPIRES 11/30/26 EXPIRES 11/30/26

– FREE BRAKE INSPECTION –

Herschede hosts  
crossover event

On Thursday, Nov. 12, from 5 to 8 
p.m., Herschede men’s boutique will 
host Well Driven & Well Dressed, an ex-
clusive evening celebrating luxury auto-
motive design and premium fashion, in 
partnership with Land Rover Chandler.

The evening takes place at Her-
schede, 5068 N. Central Ave., and will of-
fer a refined social setting featuring an 
array of  food and drinks – in addition 
to fashion and luxury vehicles. Guests 
will have the opportunity to experience 
the latest Land Rover, Range Rover and 
Defender vehicles while exploring the 
boutique’s merchandise and distinctive 
approach to style.

Special offers available during the 
event include 20 percent off  store mer-
chandise. Guests who purchase or or-
der an eligible vehicle from the event 
will receive a $500 gift card from the 
store upon vehicle delivery. 

RSVP to ericherschede4@gmail.com.

Courtesy to raffle engine  
at Git Down event

Courtesy Chevrolet, family owned 
since 1955 and located at 1233 E. Cam-
elback Road, announced a live engine 
giveaway taking place Saturday, Nov. 
14, during Dino’s Git-Down truck and 
car show and auto expo. 

Truck enthusiasts and custom car 
builders gathering at State Farm Stadi-
um will have the chance to take home 
a brand-new Chevrolet Performance 
350 HO base engine. To participate in 
the free raffle, event attendees simply 
need to visit the Courtesy Chevrolet 
booth at the event. The raffle will be 
held at noon, Saturday, Nov. 14, and 
you must be present to win.

As the premier custom truck and 
car event in the Southwest, the 16th  
annual Dino’s Git-Down draws tens of  
thousands of  spectators, builders and 
more than 250 automotive vendors. 
Representatives from Courtesy will be 
on-site throughout the weekend to talk 
shop, answer tech questions and assist 
builders with finding the perfect genu-
ine components for their ongoing proj-
ect builds. They will also have limited 
edition Courtesy Chevrolet-Dino’s Git-
Down collaboration T-shirts on sale 
and Matchbox cars for kids. Courtesy 
will have a few of  its own builds on dis-
play at its booth.

This is the 10th year the dealership 
has served as a title sponsor for the 
event. More than 5,000 custom and re-
stored Chevy trucks will be on display 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13. 
The event opens up to anything GM –  
custom hot rods, cars and trucks –  
Saturday, Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Visit https://dinosgitdown.com/home 
for details.

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS
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REALTOR® EST. 2013

The Local Name You Know.

FOR SALE  -  VACANT LOTUNDER CONTRACT - ACCEPTING BACK-UPS

2,281 sq/ft | 3 bed | 2 bath | pool | 15,300+sq/ft Lot
2 car carport | 2 sheds  | mature tree street

1914 E Missouri Ave, 85016   |   $220K1401 W Frier Dr, 85021  |   $849,900 
SOLD AS-IS

Plans Convey 1,700+ sq/ft | 3 bed | 3 bath | 2 Car Garage| 
Camelback East

FOR SALE

10403 W Ponderosa Cir, 85373

Sun City - 55+ Community 
updated & expanded augusta floor plan 

2,604 sq/ft | 3 bed | 2 bath 
sun room + great room + courtyard

RV gate & parking | 2 car garage

14808 W Via Montoya Dr, 85375

UNDER CONTRACT

Sun City West - 55+ Community 
Buyer Representation

UNDER CONTRACT

9843 W Bajada Rd, 85383

North West Peoria - Gated Community
Buyer Representation

We’re here for your next move! Give us a call for a free, no obligation home price evaluation!

Blondie & Barkstrom

(623)377-8387

BlondieRealtor.com

Veteran-Owned • Woman-Owned • Available � Days a Wee�

Your Neighborhood Husband � Wife Real Estate Team 
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MEGAN & JACOB BARKSTROM

M E G A N  &  J A C O B  B A R K S T R O M       H U S B A N D  &  W I F E  R E A L  E S T A T E  T E A M

Real Estate Representation - Estate Sale Coordination & Listing Preparation Assistance
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Local ownership brings  
renovation to resort

Sanctuary Camelback Mountain 
Resort & Spa, 5700 E. McDonald Dr., re-
cently announced a transition to inde-
pendent ownership alongside plans for 
a multi-million-dollar property trans-
formation over the next several years. 

Under a joint partnership between 
local firms Berger Holdings and RJ 
Hospitality, the award-winning resort 
will undergo a comprehensive multi-
year plan that will touch all 110 accom-
modations starting in Summer 2027, 
followed by strategic enhancements 
to its culinary program and Sanctu-
ary Spa in 2028, which will elevate the 
resort experience for both guests and 
locals alike, ownership said.

“As a resort deeply tied to its sur-
rounding community and culture, we 
are thrilled to move forward as an 
independently owned and managed 
property as we look toward 2027 and 
beyond,” said Laura McIver, manag-
ing director of  Sanctuary Camelback 
Mountain Resort & Spa. “Our own-
ers are local community leaders who 
bring a shared passion for this extraor-
dinary destination. Their commitment 
guarantees that every dollar invested 
directly enlists the care, character, and 
world-class service that our neighbors 
and loyal resort guests have cherished 
for decades.”

Set against the unparalleled back-

drop of  Camelback Mountain, this 
historic 53-acre property originally 
opened as a Tennis Ranch Club in the 
1950s. Visit www.sanctuaryaz.com for 
more information.

 
New leadership team  
at local nonprofit

Lutheran Social Services of  the 
Southwest (LSS-SW) announced three 
new additions to its leadership team, 
cultivating a new era of  growth and de-
velopment, the nonprofit said. The new 
additions to the leadership team in-
clude Bobby Ghisolfo as president and 
chief  executive officer, Jackie Halleen 
as chief  operating officer and Shannon 
Moot as vice president of  advancement.

The 501(c)(3) nonprofit focuses 
on stabilizing people during crisis 
and transition, building a foundation 
where people can thrive, and preserv-
ing dignity and respect for its most 
vulnerable clients. Ghisolfo, Halleen 
and Moot are committed to uplifting 
the mission while developing strategic 
goals that will increase outreach and 
the ability to provide more vital ser-
vices in surrounding communities, the 
organization said.

Lutheran Social Services of  the 
Southwest has served Arizona since 
1970. Visit www.lss-sw.org for addition-
al information.

Delaney joins The Worker
St. Joseph the Worker (The Work-

er), an Arizona nonprofit helping in-
dividuals overcome barriers to em-
ployment and achieve self-sufficiency, 
announced in October that John C. 
Delaney II will succeed Carrie Masters 
as its new chief  executive officer.

Delaney brings extensive nonprof-
it leadership and operational experi-
ence to The Worker, including serving 
as executive director of  André House, 
where The Worker traces its begin-
nings nearly four decades ago, the or-
ganization said. 

His connection to the organiza-
tion’s mission began long before his 
nonprofit career. Until he was six years 
old, his mother relied on public assis-
tance and his family moved frequently 
without stable housing. After an em-
ployer gave his mother an opportunity 
as a receptionist, she worked her way 
up and eventually purchased a home.

“Because an employer gave my 
mother a chance, I saw what employ-
ment could mean for an entire family,” 
Delaney said. “That experience has 
stayed with me, and it’s a big part of  
why the work happening at The Work-
er resonates so strongly with me.”

Visit www.theworkeraz.org to 
learn more about The Worker.

Kosloski joins  
Old Republic

In late Septem-
ber, Old Republic 
Title welcomed 
escrow officer An-
drea Kosloski to its 
Biltmore office in 
Phoenix. 

With 26 years 
of  title industry 
experience, Ko-
sloski brings a 
rare, full-spectrum 

perspective-beginning her career as a 
receptionist and advancing into branch 
management-grounded in leadership, 
service and a deep understanding of  
what it takes to deliver exceptional 
closings, the company said.

“Known for her strong communi-
cation and responsiveness, Andrea is 
a trusted resource to real estate agents 
and lenders alike,” Old Republic lead-
ership added. “She is passionate about 
mentoring team members and guiding 
buyers and sellers through one of  the 
most important financial decisions of  
their lives with confidence, care and 
professional excellence.”

Learn more at www.oldrepublic-
title.com/arizona. 

 Andrea Kosloski

Sanctuary Camelback 
Mountain Resort & Spa 
is an historic luxury 
resort set on 53 acres 
of lush desert featuring 
manicured grounds, 
gardens, pools and 
award-winning facilities 
(submitted photo).
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November 29th, December 6th, 13th, 20th

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

2312 E. Campbell Ave. Phoenix, AZ 85016 • (602) 954-9089 • staphx.org

ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29th

Father Steve Kunkel, Pastor
and Father Moreno invite

you to join us this Advent!

Sunday 5pm Candlelight Masses

December 6th and 20th
After the 9am and 11am Masses

Advent Craft Activities for Kids

December 12th, 5:00pm Mass
Reception to follow

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mass and Reception

Holy Day of Obligation
December 8th, 

Mass Times: 6:30am, Noon, 5:30pm

Immaculate Conception of Mary

December 16th, 6:00pm
Penance Service

December 24th: 
4:00pm, 7:00pm, and Midnight 

(music begins at 11:30pm)
December 25th: 9:00am & 11:00am

Christmas Mass Schedule

December 2nd, 5:30pm-7:30pm
Evening begins with Mass followed by a talk with 

Bishop Peter Dai Bui 
Confessions available. 

No registration required.

Parish Advent Mission

November 30th, 7:00pm
$10 per person; $30 per family

Tickets available online: https://qrco.de/bh2Skb
or scan the QR Code

Advent Concert



Page 24      |      North Central News      |      November 2026 www.northcentralnews.net



 November 2026      |      North Central News      |      Page 25www.northcentralnews.net



Page 26      |      North Central News      |      November 2026 www.northcentralnews.net

SCHOOL DAYS

Glendale Union High 
School District
 
Exhibition showcases  
student musicians

The Glendale Union High School 
District will host its annual Marching 
Band Exhibition on Monday, Nov. 2 at 
6:30 p.m. at Glendale Community Col-
lege, 6000 W. Olive Ave. 

Student musicians from all GUHSD 
high schools will perform. Attendees 
can enjoy an evening of  music, school 
spirit and student talent as marching 
bands showcase their dedication, team-
work and hard work. 

Admission is free, and the public is 
welcome. Parking for Gaucho Football 
Field is accessible off  of  63rd Avenue, 
north of  Olive.

Schools host future freshmen 
Starting high school is an exciting 

milestone, and Glendale Union High 
School District’s Future Freshman 
Night gives the Class of  2031 a chance 
to start exploring what’s ahead. 

On Nov. 17 (Sunnyslope High 
School) and Nov. 19 (Thunderbird and 
Washington high schools) at 6:30 p.m., 
future freshmen and their families can 
tour their future campus, meet teachers 
and learn about academics, athletics, 
fine arts, clubs and activities. Attend-
ees can also learn about opportunities 
such as Advanced Placement and Dual 
Enrollment, as well as GUHSD’s “A” 
rated district and its high schools. 

To learn more and find details 
about each school, visit www.guhsdaz.
org/futurefreshman.

District celebrates 
academic accomplishment

The Glendale Union High School 

District Governing Board hosted its 
annual Student Achievement Report 
at Greenway High School, bringing 
together students, families, educa-
tors, community representatives and 
district leaders to celebrate academic 
accomplishments from the 2025–2026 
school year. 

The presentation highlighted 
GUHSD’s commitment to academic ex-
cellence through the Portrait of  a Grad-
uate, Work-Based Learning and student 
opportunities in Advanced Placement, 
Career and Technical Education and 
scholarships. During the school year, 
students enrolled in AP courses earned 
5,882 college credits; 1,418 students 
earned industry credentials; and the 
Class of  2026 received more than $121 
million in scholarships. 

The annual event celebrated 
GUHSD students’ achievements and re-
affirmed the district’s commitment to 
preparing every student for success in 
college, career and life.

Flag team celebrates 
inaugural year

The Sunnyslope Varsity Flag Foot-
ball Team made history this season 
by hosting its inaugural game under 

Coach Allie Biedermann’s leadership. 
Sunnyslope faced the Corona del 

Sol team in its first matchup, marking 
an exciting milestone for the program. 
Since then, the Vikings have built im-
pressive momentum, securing victories 
in each of  their latest three games, the 
school reported.

The district added, “We are #Sun-
nyslopeProud of  these dedicated ath-
letes and the entire coaching staff  for 
their hard work, teamwork and accom-
plishments.”

Ensemble attends  
annual festival

GUHSD’s talented vocal ensembles 
gathered for the annual District Vo-
cal Ensemble Festival, an opportunity 
to strengthen their skills, collaborate 
with fellow performers and prepare 
for upcoming performances. Students 
worked with Dr. Frank A. Watkins, as-
sociate professor of  Music and director 
of  Choral Activities at Arizona State 
University, who shared his expertise 
and provided valuable feedback. 

The experience allowed students 
to learn from an accomplished choral 
professional and apply new insights 
to their musical development. GUHSD 
thanked Watkins, its vocal music di-
rectors and participating students for 
making the festival a celebration of  
learning and music.

Wabbington to play 
in Indiana

Sunnyslope High School senior 
Darius Wabbington has committed to 
continue his basketball career at Indi-
ana University, where he will compete 
at the NCAA Division I level. 

A standout on the Vikings’ varsity 
team since his freshman year, Wabbing-
ton has continued to develop his skills 
and gain national recognition. His hard 
work and dedication have earned him 
national attention and opened the door 
to this exciting next chapter, the dis-
trict said, adding, “Sunnyslope is #Vi-
kingProud of  Darius and looks forward 
to cheering him on as he takes his tal-
ents to Bloomington!”

MADISONAZ.ORG/ENROLL

Sign up for a 
school tour!

Madison Signature Programs include:

Gifted Programs & 
REACH - Profoundly Gifted

International Baccalaureate®

Spanish Immersion

STEAM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, & Math

Traditional Academy

Visual & Performing Arts

LEARNING & LEADINGLEARNING & LEADING
inspiringinspiring forfor

Accepting Open Enrollment applications for the 
2027-2028 school year starting on December 1st!

Marching bands from the Glendale Union High 
School District schools will showcase their talents 
at a free community performance on Nov. 2 
(photo courtesy of GUHSD).

The Sunnyslope High School Varsity Flag Football team debuted this season under Coach Allie 
Biedermann’s leadership (photo courtesy of GUHSD).
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Madison School District

Grants support Camelview
Madison Camelview Elementary 

recently received two generous dona-
tions totaling $10,000 to help support 
teachers and STEAM projects at the 
school. 

As part of  the grand opening of  
their new store at the Camelback Colon-
nade, Burlington presented Camelview 
with a $5,000 donation through AdoptA-
Classroom.org, allowing teachers to 
select supplies and materials for their 
classrooms. The school also received a 
$5,000 grant from the Sprouts Healthy 
Communities Foundation to support 
their STEAM garden on campus.

Simis teacher recognized
Madison Simis Elementary teach-

er Denyse Deihl has been named as an 
Arizona IB Teacher of  the Year by the 
Arizona International Baccalaureate 
Schools (AZIBS) organization.

The annual award honors individu-
als who exemplify the spirit of  IB edu-
cation and recognizes the dedication, 
creativity and international-minded-
ness that define IB learning and teach-
ing in Arizona.

Deihl creates learning experiences 
that encourage students to be curious, 
ask questions, make connections and see 
themselves as capable learners and lead-
ers, the district said. Adding, “Through 
inquiry, collaboration, reflection and 
meaningful connections to the world 
around them, she encourages students 
to approach learning with an open mind 
and a willingness to take action.”

Reflecting on the award the teach-
er said, “Being recognized as the IB 
Teacher of  the Year is an honor that re-
minds me of  why I entered education. 
My greatest reward remains seeing my 
students develop critical thinking, curi-
osity and a passionate, global perspec-
tive in the classroom every day. This 
recognition inspires me to continue 
refining my teaching to best support 
and empower every learner who steps 
through my door.”

Teachers awarded APS grants 
Ten teachers from across Madison 

Simis Elementary, Madison Meadows 

Middle School and Madison Tradition-
al Academy were each recently award-
ed a $500 grant through the APS Supply 
My Class program. The program helps 
support and recognize teachers across 
the utility’s service area by providing 
them with extra funds to support ad-
ditional materials and resources for 
their classrooms and students.

Open enrollment begins 
The Madison School District will 

begin accepting open enrollment ap-
plications for kindergarten through 
eighth grade for the 2027-28 school year 
on Dec. 1.

The district says that it offers rigor-
ous and engaging instruction provided 
by professional, high-quality teachers. 
As a result, Madison students regularly 
score above average as measured by state 
assessments. Madison staff, students 
and schools are frequently recognized 
at both the local and national levels for 
their work and academic excellence.

Madison schools feature signa-
ture programs at the elementary and 
middle school levels, designed to en-
hance learning by allowing students to 
explore their passions alongside their 
core academic subjects, preparing stu-
dents for educational and career suc-
cess. Those programs include Visual 
& Performing Arts, STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math), 
Spanish Immersion, International Bac-
calaureate, REACH – Profoundly Gifted 
and Traditional Academy.

Outside the classroom, the district 
offers a wide range of  before and after-
school care options and extracurricular 
opportunities. Students can participate 
in the Madison Adventure Club (MAC), 
athletics, school-sponsored clubs and 
numerous on-campus clubs and activi-
ties provided by partner organizations.

To learn more about open enroll-
ment or schedule a school tour, visit 
www.madisonaz.org/enroll.

District welcomes preschoolers
The Madison Elementary School 

District invites families with preschool 
age children to its annual Discover Madi-
son Preschool Tour on Jan. 21, 2027. This 

event offers parents a firsthand look at 
the district’s high-quality preschool pro-
grams, and provides an opportunity to 
meet teachers and experience the school 
communities. Students enrolled in Mad-
ison’s preschool programs receive prior-
ity when applying for open enrollment 
for kindergarten. 

Similar to the district’s annual Dis-
cover Madison Elementary and Discov-
er Madison Middle School events, at-
tendees will board a school bus to travel 
to and tour the different preschool pro-
grams. Following the site visits, the 
event will wrap up with an informa-
tive Q&A session with district and pre-
school leadership. It is a great opportu-
nity for parents to ask questions and 
learn how their child will benefit edu-
cationally and developmentally from 
Madison’s preschool programs.

Tour seats are limited. Interested 
families can learn more and sign up at 
www.madisonaz.org/discover.

Osborn School District
Longview staff recognized

At the Oct. 13 Governing Board 
Meeting, the Osborn School District 
celebrated the October Spread L.O.V.E. 
Award (Living Our Values Every Day) 
recipients from Longview Elementary.

“The five inspiring Lancers dem-
onstrate daily the values that the dis-
trict holds at the center of  every deci-
sion we make and action we take,” the 
district said. 

They congratulated Kendall 
Songer (Equity), Rosie Elias Ulloa 
(Growth), Bre Ellison (Integrity), Deb-
bie Knudsen (Joy) and Marina La Rosa 
(Relationships).

Advisory Council meets
On Sept. 25, Osborn Superin-

tendent Felipe Carranza held his 
inaugural Parent Advisory Council 
meeting. The passionate group of  
Parent-Teacher Organization leaders 
came together to be the voice of  all of  
district school families.

In a social media post, the district 
celebrated the “insightful and coura-
geous pioneers of  this Council,” includ-
ing Sarah Sullivan (Encanto), Ellen Laux 
(Montecito), Christina Marin (Monte-
cito), Adriana Cuevas (Osborn Middle 
School) and Rhonda Mejia (Clarendon). 
The district noted that the Longview and 
Solano representatives were unable to 
attend the September meeting.

The district said, “Our greatest 
impact can be achieved when we seek 
input from the people we serve – stu-
dents, families, and the community 
alike. If  the ideas and hopes expressed 
in this first meeting are any indication 
of  where Osborn is headed, then you 
can be sure that we are moving toward 
even more excellent excellence in the 
near future!”

Osborn celebrates
Teachers of the Year 

Osborn School District invites area 
residents to celebrate the district’s 
three Teachers of  the Year – Jennifer 
Staron, Daniela Hernandez and Carrie 
Crompton – at the Osborn Education 
Foundation’s annual Teacher of  the 
Year Celebration.

The event will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 7, at DoubleTree Phoenix North, 
10220 N. Metro Parkway East. The eve-
ning begins with a 5 p.m. social hour 
and silent auction, followed by a 6 p.m. 
banquet and celebration. Tickets and 
additional event details are available 
online at https://e.givesmart.com/
events/P8j.

Camelview school leadership joined the team from Sprouts as they presented the school with a $5,000 
grant to support their on-campus garden (submitted photo).

In September, 10 Madison teachers received 
$500 grants, including three teachers at Madison 
Meadows Middle School (photo courtesy of 
Madison School District).

Longview Elementary staff (L-R) Marina La Rosa, Debbie Knudsen, Kendall Songer, Bre Ellison and 
Rosie Elias Ulloa (not pictured), were recognized for upholding Osborn district values (photo courtesy of 
Osborn School District).
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PHOENIX
COUNTRY DAY

 

Thanks to a new partnership with nonprofit City Year, freshmen who attend Central High School will find 
additional support as they navigate their first year of high school (photo courtesy of Phoenix Union High 
School District).

Phoenix Union High 
School District

City Year supports  
freshman transition

For many students, the transition 
into high school can be difficult, but 
Central High School has introduced 
an exciting new partnership to provide 
additional support for students as they 

navigate their freshman year.
City Year is an education nonprofit 

that partners with schools across the 
country with a dual mission: aiding 
student success in schools while also 
developing young people as civic lead-
ers and professionals. 

At Central, student success coach-
es work alongside teachers and staff  
in the freshman house where they pro-
vide academic assistance, individual-

ized attention and mentors who are 
invested in student success. Phoenix 
is piloting a unique version of  the pro-
gram in which coaches attend Arizona 
State University while serving at Cen-
tral three days a week. 

“We focus on Near Peer relation-
ships,” Alexandra Menendez, City 
Year’s impact manager at Central, said. 
The coaches, ranging from ages 17-25, 
offer students mentors that can better 
relate to their experiences while help-
ing them remain engaged with school.”

Coaches support classroom in-
struction, work with small groups and 
check in with students about various 
topics – whether that’s attendance or 
other challenges they may be having. 
Menendez said that students who have 
a person on campus that they know is 
going to support them gives the stu-
dent another reason to come to campus  
every day.

In addition to academic goals, City 
Year hopes to aid students in developing 
confidence, independence and a stron-
ger sense of  what they are capable of.

Although the program is still in its 
early stages, Menendez has already wit-
nessed growing connections and recog-
nition between students and coaches. 

“I’m so excited for City Year to be 
recognized on campus,” Menedez said. 
“When we get to the point where stu-
dents that maybe are not even in fresh-
man house and are just like ‘Oh, that’s 
a City Year and I know what that means 
and I trust this person because of  that.’”

Through mentorship and class-
room support, City Year is helping 
freshman students at Central feel con-
nected and supported throughout their 
high school journey, the school added.

Visit www.pxu.org to learn more 
about Central High School, part of  the 
Phoenix Union High School District.

Spartans place third
In late September, Camelback 

High School congratulated its Boys 
Golf  Team for taking third place in 
the PXU Championship. “We are so 
proud of  the hard work, dedication and 
growth these Spartans have shown all 
season long,” the school said in a Sept. 
30 social media post.
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X A V I E R  C O L L E G E  P R E P A R A T O R Y

MADE FOR MORE
Faith. Learning. Leadership. Opportunity.

Admission/Placement Exam
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2026 or 

Saturday, Dec. 12, 2026 at 7:30 a.m.

Affording a Xavier Education
Financial Aid Workshop:
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2026

Visit xcp.org for 
more information.

Xavier College Preparatory
is a Catholic community that strives 
to prepare young women of faith with 
knowledge, skills, and integrity to 
meet the challenges of a changing 
global society in a positive and 
productive manner celebrating unity.

All are welcome!

Washington Elementary 
School District

Desert View launches  
Literacy Hub 

Desert View Elementary School 
celebrated the launch of  its new Com-
munity Literacy Hub on Oct. 6, made 
possible through a partnership be-
tween the Washington Elementary 
School District (WESD), Valley of  the 
Sun United Way, the City of  Phoenix, 
Helios Education Foundation and com-
munity partners. 

The celebration featured a ribbon-
cutting ceremony, remarks from com-
munity leaders, family activities and 
opportunities to connect with local re-
sources. Students selected books to take 
home and build their home libraries. 

The new hub will expand access to 
early learning opportunities, literacy 
resources and educational support 
for children and families in the Desert 
View community. The WESD extended 
its gratitude to the partners who helped 
bring this initiative to life and strength-
en learning opportunities for local stu-
dents and families.

Job fair set for Nov. 7 
The WESD invites job seekers to its 

upcoming Job Fair on Saturday, Nov. 7, 
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. at the District Ad-
ministrative Center, located at 4650 W. 
Sweetwater Ave. 

The district will conduct in-per-
son interviews for special education 
teachers, bus drivers (free CDL train-
ing available), paraprofessionals, and 
KidSpace instructors and assistants. 
Student teachers can also learn how to 
earn a paycheck while gaining valuable 
classroom experience. Interviews will 
be conducted in person, and a computer 
lab will be available to assist with appli-
cations. Apply at jobs.wesdschools.org 
or call 602-347-2622 for information.

School adds free, 
all-day preschool

WESD, in partnership with A Step-
ping Stone Foundation, will soon offer 
a free, full-day preschool program for 
children ages 3 to 5 at Desert View El-
ementary, 8621 N. 3rd St.

The program will offer free, full-
day preschool with high-quality early 
learning; free breakfast and lunch; and 
a welcoming environment to learn, 
grow and prepare for kindergarten.

In addition, learning opportuni-
ties for the whole family are available, 
including required adult education 

component, with flexibility; free child-
care provided during adult education 
classes.

There is no income requirement for 
enrollment, which is currently taking 
place. The program opening date will 
be announced soon; spaces are limited. 
Visit Desert View Elementary to com-
plete the registration information. Call 
Desert View Elementary at 602-347-4000 
for additional information.

Support local schools
During this season of  giving, 

WESD is asking residents to consider 
making a tax credit donation to local 
schools – including Desert View El-
ementary School, Maryland School, 
Moon Mountain Elementary School, 
Mountain View School, Orangewood 
School, Richard E. Miller Elementary 
School, Royal Palm Middle School and 
Sunnyslope School. 

Contributions make a direct and 
meaningful impact on students by sup-
porting field trips, extracurricular ac-
tivities, uniforms, equipment and sti-
pends for coaches and sponsors. Best of  
all, tax credit donations can reduce your 
Arizona state tax liability – up to $200 if  
filing single or $400 if  filing jointly. 

Donating is quick and easy. Visit 
the school’s front office to complete 
a tax credit form or donate online at 
https://bit.ly/3Ao6nZ7.

School and district leadership celebrated a new Literacy Hub at Desert View Elementary with a ribbon-
cutting event on Oct. 6 (photo courtesy of WESD).
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LEARN TO BE
Character grows in community.
Together, students celebrate, encourage, and inspire one another every step of the way.

brave5LEARN TO BE
Growth begins just beyond what’s comfortable.
Every day, students are challenged, supported, and inspired to discover all they’re capable of.

JOIN US FOR AN 
OPEN HOUSE

November 12
December 2

9-11 a.m.
allsaints.org/brave

CHARTER AND  
PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Xavier College  
Preparatory
Annual breakfast raises funds, 
inspires students

More than 850 guests gathered on 
the Xavier College Preparatory campus 
on Sept. 10 for the school’s 19th annual 
X Breakfast, raising $321,000 to support 
scholarships for Xavier students. 

The one-hour breakfast featured 
two distinguished Xavier alumnae: 
Amy Melczer Montagne, Class of  1989 
and president of  Nike, and Abby Hor-
nacek, Class of  2012 and a host of  the 
television show, “Park’d” on Fox News. 
Both women shared stories about their 
Xavier experiences, professional jour-
neys and the lessons that have shaped 
their lives and careers.

Following the breakfast, Hornacek 
and Montagne addressed Xavier’s en-
tire student body at a special assem-
bly. Students also had the opportunity 
to engage directly with the alumnae 
during a question-and-answer session, 
asking about their careers, challenges, 
leadership experiences, and advice for 
young women preparing for their own 
futures. 

“The X Breakfast is about open-
ing doors for talented young women 
while also showing our students what 
is possible,” said Sister Joan Fitzger-
ald, BVM, president of  Xavier College 
Preparatory. “We are deeply grateful 
to our speakers, sponsors, donors, and 
guests for investing in our students and 
in the transformative power of  a Xavier 
education.” 

All proceeds from the X Breakfast 
benefit student scholarships. Approxi-
mately 45 percent of  Xavier students 

receive some form of  scholarship or 
financial assistance. The funds raised 
will help ensure that qualified young 
women have the opportunity to attend 
Xavier regardless of  their families’ fi-
nancial circumstances. 

Now in its 19th year, the X Break-
fast has become one of  Xavier’s signa-
ture annual events, bringing together 
alumnae, parents, community leaders, 
corporate partners and friends of  the 
school in support of  Xavier students 
and the school’s mission.

Go to www.xcp.org to learn more.

Brophy College  
Preparatory
Seniors recognized for  
academic promise

In October, Brophy College Pre-
paratory congratulated the 17 seniors 
who have been named National Merit 
Commended Students. Commended 
students are recognized for their aca-
demic promise demonstrated by their 

outstanding performance on the PSAT/
NMSQT last year.

National Merit Commended stu-
dents are Wyatt Glass, John Goodwin, 
Ian Gross, Cole Hancock, Connor Her-
nacki, August Kalina, Ben Kar, Keegan 

Lawson, Brandon Moussa, Sam Nielsen, 
Chase Raboin, Charlie Rawlinson, 
Gavin Reddy, Aaditya Shah, Leo Troes-
ter, Ford Vockell and Roman Walker. 

Students celebrate  
Jesuit identity

Jesuit Heritage Week brought the 
Brophy community together Oct. 5-8 to 
celebrate the traditions and values at 
the heart of  the school.

From gathering for the Jesuit 
Heritage Mass to sharing reflections 
through the Manresa Moments art in-
stallation, enjoying a special set from 
DJ DelToro and exploring Jesuit edu-
cation and spirituality during Commu-
nity Period, the week offered plenty of  
opportunities to connect with the stu-
dents’ Jesuit identity, the school said. 

The Ignatian Cannonball Contest 
brought a splash of  fun to close out the 
week, with plenty of  other activities 
and moments of  reflection happening 
across campus along the way. 

Learn more about Brophy College 
Preparatory at www.brophyprep.org.

Attending the 19th Annual X Breakfast were (L-R) speaker Abby Hornacek, Xavier president Sister 
Joan Fitzgerald, Xavier principal Carol Ann Michaelson and speaker Amy Melczer Montagne (photo by 
Zachary Carlson; courtesy of Xavier College Preparatory).

From mass to art to music, Brophy students explored, celebrated and connected with one another 
and the school’s traditions during Jesuit Heritage Week (photo courtesy of Brophy College 
Preparatory).
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See for yourself at our Open House & Brunch

A PICTURE IS WORTH 1,000 
WORDS & SO IS OUR COMMUNITY

First, tour our CENTRAL PARK ENTRANCE 

FEE RESIDENCES & LEARN ABOUT OUR 

ALL NEW PRICING! After that sit back, enjoy 

refreshments, a scrumptious brunch and get 

to know why Beatitudes Campus is truly a 

senior community like no other!

RSVP by November 11
VISIT BeatitudesCampus.org/Events
CALL  602-995-6100
SCAN This code to 
 register online:

FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 13

TOUR: 
10-11 AM 

 BRUNCH: 
11 AM-1 PM
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Connect with the outdoors at Nature Fest
The City of  Phoenix Office of  Envi-

ronmental Programs invites the com-
munity to celebrate their connection to 
nature at 2026 Nature Fest PHX, an Ur-
ban Wildlife Conservation Day event. 
Scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 14, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., the event will be held 
at the Rio Salado Habitat Restoration 
Area Northeast 7th Avenue Trailhead, 
2801 S. 7th Ave. Early birds are invited 
to join a community river clean up 
from 8-9 a.m.

This fun and free community fes-
tival celebrates urban wildlife and na-
ture. Attendees can learn about the 
Salt River’s diverse ecosystem, volun-
teer to protect the habitat along the 
banks and enjoy family-friendly out-
door activities designed for all ages.

Phoenix-based analog collage art-
ist MaryHope Whitehead Lee is one 
collaborator who will host an art mak-
ing activity during the event. The activ-
ity is open to all ages and participants 
can expect to walk away with a unique 
collage inspired by our surrounding 
environment.

The event is staged along the Salt 
River, a culturally significant natural 
resource to the Valley and home to a 
variety of  interesting wildlife. Last 
year, over 1,000 attendees and 45 local 
nonprofit environmental organiza-
tions participated, enjoying live wild-
life encounters, art projects, guided 
walks, food, games, prizes and more.

Visit www.phoenix.gov/oep to find 
additional information.

Valley children 
and adults alike 
can join the city 
of Phoenix and 
its environmental 
partners as they 
celebrate nature 
and explore the 
great outdoors at 
the 2026 Nature 
Fest PHX event 
on Nov. 14 (photo 
courtesy of City of 
Phoenix).

The weather is finally starting to turn nice. Now you’re 
not so exhausted just leaving the house. You might 
even start to get the urge to do something. So, you 
start to think ... what do I want to do? Then the next 
thought is ... what will my body allow me to do? That’s 
when reality sets in. Now is when you have to make 
a decision. Do I make the e�ort to move forward and 
get better or settle for a steady decline in your 
movement, health and happiness?

If you choose to do nothing ... stop reading, you’re 
wasting what little energy you may have left. But, 
if you care enough about yourself and those who 
care about you, what I have to say may be of interest.

First of all. You can always improve. What you need 
is desire, motivation and instruction. You bring the 
desire and we supply the rest. We’ve helped 
thousands of people over the past 40 years. We 
have a well-equipped private gym. All sessions are 
by appointment only – so it’s not crowded – and our 
1-on-1 clients have a trainer assisting them at all times.

Our clients enjoy a very clean and non-intimidating 
environment. Our clients come here because we’re 
not like other gyms. We can strengthen and improve 
your balance and help you feel more like what you 
want to feel like.

Feel better • Look better • Live better

(but we can

make it simpler)

7600 N. 16th St, Suite 125 • Phoenix

Life’s
   Not Easy 

BY BILL ROSS

Call us at 602-230-8581. 
You can visit our website: billrossfitnesssolutions.com. 

Our pricing is on our website. The sooner you start... the sooner you’ll 
feel better. Time is precious, please don’t take it for granted.

Over 40 years of success stories!

Volunteer tax preparers 
needed

The city of  Phoenix needs volun-
teers to help residents with their 2026 
taxes. Each year, the Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) Program pre-
pares free tax returns for low- to mod-
erate-income individuals and families, 
but they cannot do it without commu-
nity volunteers.  

The city offers free training to help 
residents become an IRS certified tax 
preparer. The training can be done 
online and can be completed at one’s 
own pace with as little as eight hours 
of  training. 

Greeters, screeners, bilingual in-
terpreters and site coordinators are 
also needed. Learn more at www.phoe-
nix.gov/taxhelp. ​​​​​
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A

t North Central Shores 

you or your loved ones 

will enjoy family privacy, 

comfort and a custom-fit 

care plan as unique as each personality. 

With over 8,000 sq ft under roof, 

this ten resident luxury assisted living 

home offers 24-hour personal care, 

all meals, laundry, activities, church 

services and outdoor living!

Close to nature, on the Arizona Canal 

at third Avenue, your neighbors are 

mallard ducks, green parakeets and 

hummers. Featuring nearly 1000 sq ft 

of covered patios and less than one mile 

from the  Honor Health Hospital.

Assisted living with a custom fit!

8825 North Third Avenue | Phoenix, AZ 85021 | tom bliss 602.625.6815 | o 602.341.6150 | f 602.675.4070 | w NorthCentralShores.com

Spacious furnished, private bedrooms, 

private patios and roll-in bathrooms

A bright, accessible and modern kitchen 

with commanding great room access

The great room with lift chairs 

for comfortable socializing

Our roomy dining 

room is an art gallery!

Memory Care 
When it's time, our 
24 hour supervision, 
activities and 
personal care helps 
your family and 
loved one transition 
from home to 
their new home 
as seamlessly as 
possible.

Hospice Care
We partner with the 
Hospice provider 
you choose for 
comforting end of 
life care. Family 
privacy, special 
meals, pastoral visits 
welcomed.

Assisted Living:
A Custom Fit 
Visit your loved one 
any time. Enjoy a 
meal with us or in 
private. Help feed 
the ducks. Midnight 
snacks? Yes! We have 
one price for all 
meals, care, laundry, 
activities and special 
events.

Assisted living, Memory Care, 
Hospice Care all with a custom fi t!

A

t North Central Shores 

you or your loved ones 

will enjoy family privacy, 

comfort and a custom-fit 

care plan as unique as each personality. 

With over 8,000 sq ft under roof, 

this ten resident luxury assisted living 

home offers 24-hour personal care, 

all meals, laundry, activities, church 

services and outdoor living!

Close to nature, on the Arizona Canal 

at third Avenue, your neighbors are 

mallard ducks, green parakeets and 

hummers. Featuring nearly 1000 sq ft 

of covered patios and less than one mile 

from the  Honor Health Hospital.

Assisted living with a custom fit!

8825 North Third Avenue | Phoenix, AZ 85021 | tom bliss 602.625.6815 | o 602.341.6150 | f 602.675.4070 | w NorthCentralShores.com

Spacious furnished, private bedrooms, 

private patios and roll-in bathrooms

A bright, accessible and modern kitchen 

with commanding great room access

The great room with lift chairs 

for comfortable socializing

Our roomy dining 

room is an art gallery!

Science Center hosts  
Astro Adventures

On Nov. 14, beginning at 9 a.m., 
students in fourth to eighth grade are 
invited to explore the universe with Ar-
izona Science Center’s Girls in STEM 
Astro Adventures.

Prepare for a full day of  imagina-
tion, innovation and interstellar dis-
cover in this hands-on out-of-this-world 
experience. Participants will “lift off” 
into the world of  planets, stars, rockets 
and more to discover the mysteries of  
the cosmos.

Launched in 2013, Girls in STEM 
is a series of  educational programs 
throughout the year that encourages 
interest in science and engineering 
among students in grades 4-8. The goal 
is to empower the next generation of  
STEM professionals.

Arizona Science Center is located 
at 600 E. Washington St. in downtown 
Phoenix. For more information, visit 
www.azscience.org or call 602-716-2000.

Bringing families together 
around books

Paradise Valley Community Col-
lege and Southwest Human Develop-
ment will host their twice-a-year liter-
acy event, Festival of  Tales, Saturday,  
Dec. 5, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

During the free community event 
held on the PVCC Union Hills Campus, 
18401 N. 32nd St., families can enjoy a 
morning of  live storytelling, theater, 
dance, music, arts and crafts and more. 
Every child goes home with free books. 
The day’s events also include small-
group fairytale readings, a story-and-
coding session, a library storytime 
with music and movement, and a sen-
sory-friendly play space for children 5 
and younger, in addition to games, face 
painting, vendors, demonstrations, live 
music and food trucks.

Visit www.paradisevalley.edu/
academics/festival-tales for additional  
information.

P.E.O. chapter hosts  
monthly events

Chapter D, Phoenix, P.E.O. (Phil-
anthropic Educational Organization), 
invites area members to join its regular 
monthly meeting. 

The group meets year-round on the 
third Saturday of  the month at 9:30 a.m. 
at The Beatitudes, 1650 W. Glendale Ave., 

in Elaine’s Meeting Room. Social time 
is at 9:30 a.m., followed by a program at 
10 a.m. and business meeting at 11 a.m. 
Lunch follows at the Bistro for those who 
wish to join the group for lunch.

Those looking to join or visit the 
group should RSVP to Judy Rollins by 
calling 602-418-5455. Learn more by vis-
iting www.azpeo.org.

P.E.O. was founded on Jan. 21, 1869, 
by seven students at Iowa Wesleyan Col-
lege in Mount Pleasant, Iowa. The orga-
nization came to Arizona in 1912 and to-
day, the Arizona State Chapter has 133 
chapters and nearly 5,000 members.

Festival celebrates  
mountain preserves

North Mountain Visitor Center, 
12950 N. 7th St., will play host to the sec-
ond annual Festival in the Mountains 
Nov. 6-8. The festival is a community 
event and a fundraiser for the Save Our 
Mountains Foundation (SOMF), whose 
mission is to acquire and preserve land 
to assist in the expansion of  the Phoe-
nix Mountains Preserve. 

SOMF supports the Mountains Pre-
serve with education, conservation and 
research and maintain  operations at 
the North Mountain Visitor Center in 
collaboration with the city of Phoenix. 

For more information, visit https://
northmountainvisitorcenter.org.

Every child who 
attends the 
December Festival of 
Tales literacy event, 
hosted by Paradise 
Valley Community 
College and 
Southwest Human 
Development, will go 
home with free books 
(submitted photo).
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Find support during  
the holidays

The holiday season often intensifies 
the emotional and physical demands on 
families caring for someone with mem-
ory loss or mourning the loss of  a loved 
one, says Hospice of  the Valley. To help 
families find comfort and support dur-
ing this time, the organization is host-
ing two free community workshops in 
November at its Dementia Care and 
Education Campus, 3811 N. 44th St.

During “A Dementia-Friendly Ap-
proach to Holiday Planning,” Tuesday, 
Nov. 17, from 1 to 2:30 p.m., participants 
will discover practical ways to adapt 
traditions, reduce holiday chaos and 
create meaningful, stress-free mo-
ments for loved ones. The campus of-
fers free activities for people living with 
dementia so caregivers may attend the 
presentation with peace of  mind.

“Coping with Grief  During the 
Holidays” will be presented on Friday, 
Nov. 20, from 10 to 11 a.m. The holidays 
are often difficult for grieving families. 
This presentation will remind partici-
pants to be gentle with themselves and 
develop strategies for moving through 
a challenging season.

To RSVP for either event, email 
events@dementiacampus.org or call 
602-767-8300. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.hov.org or email info@
hov.org.

Free helpline serves  
Valley families

Southwest Human Development, 
Arizona’s largest nonprofit dedicated to 
early childhood development, celebrated 
the sixth annual Birth to Five Helpline 
Awareness Week Sept. 28-Oct. 3 by spot-
lighting their free service dedicated ex-
clusively to parents of  babies, toddlers 
and preschoolers, and staffed entirely by 
early childhood professionals.

This year’s observance landed 
alongside the 2026 National Parent Sur-

vey, the largest study of  its kind, fielded 
by New America’s New Practice Lab 
among more than 5,400 parents of  chil-
dren under six nationwide. The survey 
found 72 percent of  parents want more 
quality time with their children, a de-
sire that holds steady across income, 
geography and background – and sits 
at the center of  nearly every Helpline 
call, the organization said – whether a 
parent is asking about sleep, feeding, 
behavior or a new family dynamic.

“Every parent wants the same ba-
sic things for their family – more time 
together, less stress, a chance for their 
kids to thrive,” said Maria Lopez, Birth 
to Five Helpline program manager. 
“Parents are looking for understand-
ing, support, and a partner who truly 
appreciates the challenges they face.”

Helpline specialists take time to un-
derstand each family’s culture, resourc-
es and goals before helping them find a 
strategy that fits their life, the organi-
zation added. The free resource for Ari-
zona families operates Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Parents can call 
or text 877-705-KIDS (5437) or visit www.
birthtofivehelpline.org for personalized 
support with feeding, sleep, develop-
mental milestones and challenging be-
haviors. An app is also available. 

Visit www.swhd.org and click on 
the “For Families” link to find addi-
tional information.

GENERATIONS

With the holiday 
season on the 
horizon, Hospice of 
the Valley will host 
two free community 
workshops in 
November geared 
toward families 
dealing with loss or 
living with dementia 
(submitted photo).

Help support the caregivers  
who help our community

By Mary Lynn Kasunic 
President & CEO

Every day, direct care workers 
provide essential support to older adults, 
people with disabilities who depend 
on assistance to remain safe and living 
in their own homes. These dedicated 
workers often drive to multiple clients 
each day, making transportation and 
gasoline a significant personal expense.

The Agency on Aging, Region  
One is asking its’ community to  
consider directing their eligible tax  
credit contribution to support these 
essential workers.

Your contribution can help the Area 
Agency on Aging provide gas cards 
to direct care workers who travel to 
deliver care in our communities. A gas 
card may seem like a small gesture, 
but for a caregiver facing the high cost 
of gasoline, it can make a meaningful 
difference.

Direct care workers cannot provide 
care unless they can get to the people 
who need them. Many depend on their 
personal vehicles to travel from home 
to client appointments, sometimes 
covering considerable distances each 
week. At the same time, many direct 
care workers earn modest wages while 
performing physically demanding work.

Your tax credit contribution can help 
ease one of the everyday costs of doing 
this important job.

The Area Agency on Aging believes 
our community can make a difference  
by investing in the people who care for 
our neighbors.

Help us support the caregivers who 
show up for our community every day. 
Give your tax credit contribution to the 
Area Agency on Aging and help provide 
gas cards to direct care workers.

The 2026 Tax Credit for married 
taxpayers filing jointly is up to $1,009 
and up to $506 for taxpayers who are 
single, married filing separately or head 
of household. Area Agency on Aging, 
Region One Qualifying Charitable 
Organization (QCO) number is 20044.  
Please consult your tax specialist for all 
tax implications.

Donate today at aaaphx.org/donate  
or for more information contact the  

Area Agency on Aging at 602-264-2255. 

Lin Sue Flood
Dir.  of Community Engagement
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This year, consider giving your tax credit contribution to the Area Agency 
on Aging and help keep direct care workers on the road and there for the 
people who depend on them.

The 2026 Tax Credit for married taxpayers filing jointly  is up to $1,009 
and to $506 for taxpayers who are single, married filing separately or 
head of household.

Area Agency on Aging Qualifying Charitable Organization (QCO) code is 20044

Make your tax credit
donation today

aaaphx.org /donate

For more information call
602-264-2255 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

24 W. Camelback Rd., Ste. G
602-675-1392

It’s our birthday!
Join us for a day full of  

fun activities, special deals and  
two special visitors from the North Pole!!

Saturday, December 5th  
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Santa & Mrs Claus will 
visit from 11:00-1:00

central.phoenix@bricksandminifigs.com
@bamcentralphoenix

5 Years in the Making!5 Years in the Making!
Join us to Celebrate! 

Sign up for 
rewards and 

event updates

SAVE THE DATE!

On the Town
By Kathryn M. Miller

As the weather cools, the enter-
tainment scene in the Valley is heating 
up. In addition to live music from locals 
and touring bands, enjoy dance, theater 
and opera offerings. Residents also will 
find art and cultural events, family-
friendly outings, plenty of  First Friday 
events and more this fall. See you on 
the town in November!

‘The Way We Came: A Century  
of Indigenous Art’ 
Throughout November
Phoenix Art Museum
www.phxart.org; 602-257-1880

The Wildwoods
Nov. 2
Crescent Ballroom
www.crescentphx.com; 602-716-2222

Acoustic Open Stage Thursdays
Nov. 5
Fiddler’s Dream Coffeehouse
www.fiddlersdream.org; 602-997-9795

‘The Three Brides’
Nov. 5-7
Scorpius Dance Theatre at Herberger 
Theater Center
www.herbergertheater.org;  
602-252-8497

Chris Ross Trio – Late Night,  
No Cover!
Nov. 6
The Nash
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

First Friday Live:  
Dia De Los Muertos 
Nov. 6
Herberger Theater Center
www.herbergertheater.org;  
602-252-8497

First Friday Seisiúns
Nov. 6
Irish Cultural Center and McClelland 
Library
www.azirish.org; 602-258-0109

First Friday in the Garden
Nov. 6
Japanese Friendship Garden
www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org; 
602-274-8700

2nd Annual SOMF Festival  
in the Mountains
Nov. 6-8
North Mountain Visitor Center
www.northmountainvisitorcenter.org; 
602-343-5125

Exhibit: ‘National Parks’
Nov. 6-29
Herberger Theater Center
www.herbergertheater.org;  
602-252-8497

Cold Shott and the  
Hurricane Horns
Nov. 7
The Rhythm Room
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981

‘El Gato con Botas’ (Puss in Boots)
Nov. 7-8
Arizona Opera 
www.azopera.org; 602-266-7464

Pay What You Can Day
Nov. 10
Desert Botanical Garden
www.dbg.org; 480-941-1225

Bombargo
Nov. 10
Valley Bar
www.valleybarphx.com

American Indian Veterans Day 
& Sunset Tribute
Nov. 11
Heard Museum
https://heard.org; 602-252-8840

United States Navy  
Band Commodores
Nov. 11
The Nash
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

Dave Hause & The Mermaid
Nov. 12
The Rebel Lounge
www.therebellounge.com

Women in Jazz: AZ Edition
Nov. 13
The Nash
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

Aterciopelados
Nov. 13
Crescent Ballroom
www.crescentphx.com; 602-716-2222

RUTHLESS: A Group Exhibition 
Curated by Amy Bird
Thru Nov. 15
Eye Lounge/Modified Arts
www.eyelounge.com; www.modified-
arts.org

‘The Nutcracker: Clara and the 
Land of Dreams’
Nov. 15
DC Dance AZ at Madison Center for 
the Arts
www.themadison.org; 602-664-7777

Band of Horses
Nov. 16
The Van Buren
www.thevanburenphx.com;  
480-659-1641

Blackbear 
Bosin, “Sing 
Back the 
Buffalo”  
(photo by  
Davin Lavikka)

(photo by Rose Torres)

(Detail from ‘Petrified Logs and Cholla’  
by Debra Jones)
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Tank and the Bangas
Nov. 17
Crescent Ballroom
www.crescentphx.com; 602-716-2222

‘Imagine This! 2026’
Nov. 18-22
Great Arizona Puppet Theater
www.azpuppets.org; 602-262-2050

‘Mary Poppins’
Nov. 18 – Jan. 3
The Phoenix Theatre Company
www.phoenixtheatre.com; 602-254-2151

Monique with The Hourglass Cats
Nov. 20
Valley Bar
www.valleybarphx.com

Otsukimi-Moonviewing
Nov. 20-21
Japanese Friendship Garden
www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org; 
602-274-8700

Charles McPherson Quartet
Nov. 21
The Nash
www.thenash.org; 602-795-0464

Celt-Raven Society: Solstice  
and the Celt Woodlands
Nov. 21
Irish Cultural Center and McClelland 
Library
www.azirish.org; 602-258-0109

Coffee House Saturdays: 
Half Way Home, As Is
Nov. 21
North Mountain Visitor Center
www.northmountainvisitorcenter.org; 
602-343-5125

Jejune
Nov. 25
The Rebel Lounge
www.therebellounge.com

Fred Eaglesmith
Nov. 25
The Rhythm Room
www.rhythmroom.com; 602-612-4981

‘Black Nativity’
Nov. 27 – Dec. 6
Black Theatre Troupe at Helen K. 
Mason Performing Arts Center
www.blacktheatretroupe.org;  
602-258-8128

Ornament Marketplace
Nov. 27-29
Heard Museum
https://heard.org; 602-252-8840

Coffee House Saturdays: 
John Diggs, Long-John Jukebox
Nov. 28
North Mountain Visitor Center
www.northmountainvisitorcenter.org; 
602-343-5125

‘Super Bloom’ by Graphic  
Rewilding 
Thru May 31
Desert Botanical Garden
www.dbg.org; 480-941-1225

All event dates are current at the time 
of  publication. Check with individual 
venues for up-to-date show informa-
tion. Find events throughout the month 
at www.northcentralnews.net/events.
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Nash marks  
14 years of jazz

The downtown Phoenix jazz club 
The Nash is celebrating 14 years with a 
powerhouse weekend of  jazz, Nov. 6-8. 
The weekend assembles an exceptional 
roster of  nationally acclaimed artists 
for three days of  music and showcases 
the caliber of  musicians and up-close 
performances that have helped put The 
Nash on the national jazz scene.

“Fourteen years is a milestone 
worth celebrating, and we’re proud of  
how The Nash has grown from a home 
for jazz in Phoenix into a club with a 
place on the national jazz scene,” said 
Steve Maun, president and CEO of  
The Nash. “This anniversary week-
end brings an extraordinary lineup to 
downtown Phoenix and celebrates ev-
erything The Nash has become.”

The weekend launches Friday, 
Nov. 6, with The Nash Collective, The 
Nash’s all-star ensemble featuring 
award-winning saxophonist and vo-
calist Camille Thurman, New Orleans 
trumpeter Ashlin Parker, saxophonist 
and composer Clark Gibson, acclaimed 
guitarist Paul Bollenback, pianist and 
composer Rachel Eckroth, interna-
tionally renowned bassist Corcoran 
Holt, and Lewis Nash, one of  the most 
recorded jazz drummers of  his genera-
tion and the club’s namesake.

Saturday, Nov. 7, turns up the star 
power with Something Else!, the soul 
jazz supergroup led by acclaimed alto 
saxophonist Vincent Herring. Her-
ring is joined by Freddie Hendrix on 
trumpet, Wayne Escoffery on tenor 
saxophone, Paul Bollenback on guitar, 
David Kikoskion piano, Essiet Essiet 
on bass and Nash on drums. Together, 
the seven musicians bring decades of  
experience performing, recording and 
leading their own ensembles to The 
Nash’s intimate stage.

The anniversary celebration clos-
es on Nov. 8 with The Nash’s signature 
Sunday night jam session, led by saxo-
phonist and Director of  Education Dr. 
Clark Gibson. The session brings musi-
cians of  different generations together 
on stage, giving emerging players the 
opportunity to perform alongside ex-
perienced professionals and carrying 
forward a tradition at the heart of  jazz 
and the club.

The Nash is located at 110 E. Roo-

sevelt St. For tickets and information, 
visit www.thenash.org or call 602- 
795-0464.

Explore local art  
at Studio Tour

The Camelback Studio Tour and 
Art Sale is a self-guided art sale and 
shopping experience with 15 stops 
throughout familiar Phoenix and Scott-
sdale neighborhoods. The 19th annual 
event takes place Saturday, Nov. 7, and 
Sunday, Nov. 8.

The event features many return-
ing studio stops and local artists with 
global talent, in addition to new par-
ticipants – 41 artists in total. The expe-
rience highlights a wide range of  one-
of-a-kind art, ideal for collectors and 
gift-givers alike.

“Each year we as artists strive to 
create an improved experience for our 
art community,” said Lynn Gustafson, 
owner of  the Camelback Studio Tour 
and Art Sale and member of  the South 
Scottsdale Art Alliance. “So even if  you 
have been to all of  our previous events, 
we encourage you to return to find some-
thing new you love, meet a new artist or 
connect with our local art community in 
a valuable and memorable way.”

The two-day event began as a small 
walkable and bikeable tour that has 
grown to attract thousands of  art col-
lectors, lovers and shoppers. Through-
out the event, attendees can walk or 
drive to any of  the stops at any time 
during each day’s timeframe. They will 
be invited to stroll through local art-
ists’ home studios as well as meet and 
mingle with multiple artists who live 
and work in the area.

The art represented at the event 
is constantly evolving and ever wide-
ranging, including a variety of  medi-
ums and handmade works. Guests can 
expect to view and purchase fine art 
pieces such as wearable art, jewelry, 
handcrafted gifts, painting, glass art, 
sculptures and more.

Studios can be visited in any or-
der over the course of  the event, so 
attendees can begin at any point, visit 
just their favorites or make their way 
through all 15 stops at their leisure. 
The event is open to the public and free 
to attend.

Find hours and printable guide 
maps online at www.camelbackstudio-
tour.com. 

The Nash will celebrate 
its 14th anniversary with 
an all-star weekend of 
jazz, including a Nov. 
6 performance by The 
Nash Collective, led 
by drummer and club 
namesake Lewis  
Nash (photo courtesy of 
The Nash).
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Mon-Thurs 8:30a.m.-5p.m.   |   Fri 8:30a.m.-4p.m.   |   Sat by Appt.   |   ROC#179513

4454 East Thomas Road
Phoenix, AZ 85018

602.508.0800
liwindow.com

INDOOR/
OUTDOOR LIVING

A TREND THAT’S 
NEVER OUT OF STYLE

Herberger celebrates 
the arts

The free, family-friendly celebra-
tion of  the arts returns to downtown 
Phoenix as the Herberger Theater 
Center presents its 17th Annual Fes-
tival of  the Arts on Saturday, Nov. 14, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Downtown will 
come alive with music, movement, cre-
ativity and community as neighbors, 
families and art lovers of  all ages come 
to gather at the Herberger Theater 
Center, located at 222 E. Monroe St., for 
a full day of  artistic celebration.

The festival brings the community 
together to experience the remarkable 
talent thriving across the Valley while 
celebrating the many artistic tradi-
tions, creative voices and forms of  ex-
pression that enrich Phoenix. Guests 
can enjoy a vibrant lineup of  27 local 
arts organizations and performers, 
presented across multiple stages and 
showcasing a broad spectrum of  artis-
tic styles, disciplines, and excellence.

Audiences at the outdoor Pavilion 
Stage will be treated to captivating per-
formances spanning classical ballet, 
high-energy rhythm, global dance tra-
ditions and theatrical storytelling. The 
Monroe Stage will offer an exciting 
mix of  musical performances and ad-
ditional live acts throughout the day. 
And families will love exploring the 

dedicated Kids Zone, featuring circus 
arts, aerial experiences, an enchant-
ing bubble activation and interactive 
hands-on arts activities led by Valley 
arts and children’s organizations. 

In addition to continuous enter-
tainment, visitors can shop among 
30 artisan and vendor market booths 
featuring local makers and creative 

entrepreneurs, enjoy live art demon-
strations, sample delicious offerings 
in the food court, or relax in the beer 
and wine garden with a Paint & Sip  
experience.

Admission is free, and everyone 
is invited to attend. Visit www.her-
bergertheater.org for additional infor-
mation.

Shemer hosts  
annual festival

The Shemer Art Center, 5005 E. 
Camelback Road, will host the 2026 
Shemer Arizona Arts Festival Satur-
day and Sunday, Nov. 7 and 8, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., daily.

The two-day festival will once 
again feature works of  art created 
in a variety of  mediums by over 40 
Arizona artists. Each day, this event 
will also feature art demonstrations, 
Arizona authors, an interactive $5 
Art Zone, live music, food and bever-
age vendors and a silent auction. Ad-
ditional activities planned include 
the fourth year of  the Shemer’s sig-
nature Sidewalk Chalk Festival. 

Initially established in 1988 as 
Sunday @ Shemer, this long-time 
event is unique in that it showcas-
es only Arizona artists. Each year 
it serves as one of  four fundrais-
ing events held to support the pro-
gramming and exhibitions held at 
the nonprofit Shemer Art Center. 
In addition to welcoming new visi-
tors, this event demonstrates the 
Shemer’s mission and dedication 
to showcasing and supporting Ari-
zona artists, which it has been doing  
since 1984.

Visit https://shemerartcenter.
org for additional information.

Live art demonstrations will join captivating live theatrical, dance and musical performances, as well as 
hands-on activities, vendor booths, food offerings at more at the 17 Annual Festival of the Arts on  
Nov. 14 (photo courtesy of Herberger Theater Center).
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Café Chat

A Phoenix tradition: Durant’s Steakhouse
By Marjorie Rice

Some things never change. Nor 
should they. They are icons that define 
an era, tie a community to its roots, 
hearken back to history and immerse 
us in the warmth of  memory while 
preserving cherished traditions for de-
cades to come.

Durant’s Steakhouse is one of  those 
icons, a vivid pink building on Central 
Avenue, its distinctive sign spelling out 
a destination for power business lunch-
es and celebratory dinners for genera-
tions of  Phoenicians. 

The famous – Barry Goldwater and 
Frank Sinatra among them – the power 
brokers, and regular folks just out for 
a great meal have been coming in the 
back door, through the kitchen and 
into the dimly lit dining rooms for 75-
plus years. They come for traditional 
steakhouse fare – thick porterhouses 
and New York strips, lobster thermidor 
and shrimp cocktail, sides of  creamed 
spinach and giant baked potatoes – for 
martinis and Manhattans, for deft, qui-
et service, for dinner-table deals and 
power lunches. 

Durant’s was founded by Jack Du-
rant in 1950, then operated by Jack and 
Carol McElroy until early 2025, when 
it was purchased by the Mastro family 
– brothers Mike and Jeffrey and their 
father Dennis – and their business part-
ner Scott Troilo. The group had operat-
ed Mastro’s Steakhouses in Scottsdale 
and Beverly Hills, and then Dominick’s 
Steakhouse, Steak 44 and 48 and Ocean 
44 and 48 in Arizona. Today, three gen-
erations of  the Mastro family work in 
the business. 

Marc Lupino, chief  culinary officer 
for the group, has been with the Mastro 
family since he started as a sous chef  
in 1999. “They’re such a great family,” 
he said. “As intense as it can be, I really 
love working for people who have such 
a great passion for the guests, the facil-
ity, the food, and then finding my place 
within that.”

The new owners closed Durant’s 
for an update, including extensive 
kitchen renovations, then reopened last 
December. It was a restoration instead 

of  a remodel. Deeply tufted red booths, 
red walls, intimate lighting, Sinatra on 
the playlist, and a menu showcasing 
prime corn-fed beef, perfectly grilled, 
will bring back memories for long-time 
patrons.

In one dining area, plaques line the 
walls, etched with the names of  diners 
who downed 42-ounce porterhouses on 
their own. “We kept that porterhouse 
on the menu but today it’s 36 ounces 
and we do it more for two people,” Lu-
pino said. There’s also a 72-ounce ver-
sion for four.

“We’ve had quite a few old custom-
ers come in. I want them to feel the same 
nostalgia. That was the whole point of  
this. We could have easily taken out the 
red booths, but why? We want it to be 
the same iconic brand with a few differ-
ent offerings.”

When he was working on the up-
dated menu, Lupino went through the 
restaurant’s menus over the years. 
“There was amazing food all across 
the board over the decades,” he said. 

“That’s what I wanted to do and what 
we’ll continue to do.”

Some new items have been added, 
including veal parmesan. It’s a toma-
hawk steak on the bone, pounded thin, 
breaded and fried, and served with vod-
ka sauce. “That’s my favorite item on 
the menu,” Lupino said. 

The caviar service is another new 
addition. “I’m such a huge fan of  cav-
iar,” Lupino said. “I connected with a 
family-owned company that does the 
Sasanian caviar. I went to one of  their 
farms in Vancouver and harvested cav-
iar with them.  

“One thing I love about caviar is 
that it’s very interactive. There are a lot 
of  accompaniments that come with it, 
and you customize it the way you like 
it. It’s a very social thing. I love that as-
pect, and I think sometimes we lose the 
social aspect of  dining.” 

While the menu is extensive, with 
seafood, salads, rack of  lamb and pork 
chops among the offerings, beef  is the 
star of  the menu, and Lupino takes 
pains to find the best. Most of  the steaks 
are corn-fed from the Midwest. 

“I work with packers there for our 
prime beef, and I do a domestic wagyu 
program and some Japanese wagyu,” 
he said. “I went to Japan and went to 
all the farms, from calving all the way 
through into the packing plant.” 

He takes the same approach for 
seafood. “I went to Norway this year 
and bought king crab for what I’ll be 
doing for the whole year,” he said.

Lupino credits his teams, from the 
valets to the kitchen and serving staff, 
for helping to create the Durant’s expe-
rience. 

“When everybody enters through 
the kitchen, it’s very important to me 
that they’re met with a smile and ‘Wel-
come in,’” he said. “I really have to take 
my hat off  to the people who run this 
place every day. They do a fantastic job.

“I’m so lucky to have the people I 
have. A lot of  them are home-grown. 
The executive chef  here, Felix Ruiz, 
started off  as a dishwasher for me and 
worked his way up through the whole 
restaurant. He’s cultivating a guy who 
is doing the same thing.” 

That continuity is an enduring 
theme for the Mastros, for Lupino and 
for Durant’s itself.

“We had this iconic institution of  
Phoenix,” Lupino said. “Everything we 
tried to do was so that when you walk 
in, it should have a very familiar feel. 
We didn’t want to change it; we wanted 
to refresh it and bring it at least an-
other 75 years. We’re just stewards of  
this brand for now. We want to do our 
best for Jack Durant, who did amazing 
things and has been a staple for years.”

Durant’s, 2611 N. Central Ave., 
is open for dinner from 4 to 9:15 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday, 3:30 to 10 
p.m., Friday, and 4 to 10 p.m., Saturday 
and Sunday; and open for lunch from 
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Friday. For infor-
mation, call 602-264-5967 or visit www.
durantsaz.com.

On the menu at Durant’s are 
classics such as the 36-ounce 
porterhouse steak, mezzi 
rigatoni with vodka sauce, 
mushroom caps in wine and 
butter and jumbo asparagus 
with Pecorino Romano (photo 
by Darryl Webb for North 
Central News).

Chef Marc Lupino shows off a crispy veal parmesan – a tomahawk steak on the bone, pounded thin, 
breaded and fried, and served with vodka sauce – his favorite menu items at Durant’s Steakhouse 
(photo by Darryl Webb for North Central News).

Press Coffee opens  
Camelback location

Phoenix-based specialty coffee 
roaster Press Coffee will celebrate 
the grand opening of  its new Camel-
back Corridor location Saturday and 
Sunday, Nov. 7-8, with complimentary 
treats, giveaways and fall-themed acti-
vations throughout the weekend. The 
2,029-square-foot café at 3133 E. Cam-
elback Road is the company’s 23rd 
location and will offer 38 indoor seats 
and 48 outdoor seats, making it one of  
company’s largest location expansions 
this year.

During the grand opening, the lo-
cation will host a food truck and on-site 
DJ both days and celebrate the season 
with the launch of  its Pumpkin Spice 
coffees. The first 20 guests each day will 
receive a $5 gift card, with additional 
coffee and treat giveaways planned 
throughout the celebration.

Visit www.presscoffee.com for 
more information.
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Thanksgiving for those  
on the go
By Kathryn M. Miller

With November comes holiday 
gatherings with friends and families; 
however, busy lives don’t come to a 
halt just because the calendar calls 
for celebrations. For those who have 
a crowd coming and are looking for 
a helping hand with meal prep, these 
three Valley staples have you covered 
with Thanksgiving to-go packages and 
dine-in specials. 

Sierra Bonita Catering, 8522 N. 
7th St., is offering complete take-and-
reheat Thanksgiving meals, desserts 
and sides, portioned to serve up to 
four. The dinner is $165 and features 
oven roasted, off  the bone turkey with 
pan gravy, Boursin mashed potatoes, 
garlic and herb stuffing, wild mush-
room green bean casserole with crispy 
tobacco onions and citrus-cranberry 
relish. For dessert, enjoy pumpkin 
croissant bread pudding with a maple 
cream cheese sauce and candied pe-
cans for $32. Side dishes only are also 
available for $100. 

Orders must be placed by Nov. 18, 
and they will be ready for pick up on 
Nov. 25 between 1:30 and 5:30 p.m. Go 
to www.sierrabonitacateringcompany.
com to place an order.

Miracle Mile Deli, 4433 N. 16th St., 
is offering a full lineup of  Thanksgiv-
ing favorites for pickup on Wednesday, 
Nov. 25. The Thanksgiving Family 
Feast, $245, serves six to eight. It in-
cludes three pounds of  oven-roasted 
white-meat turkey breast, two quarts 
of  homemade mashed potatoes, one 
quart of  homemade gravy, one quart 
of  homemade stuffing, one pint of  
cranberry sauce, one quart of  baked 
macaroni and cheese, six Kaiser rolls 
and one whole pie. The Oven-Roasted 
Turkey Dinner, $25, includes a choice 
of  white or dark meat served with 
homemade mashed potatoes and 
gravy, stuffing, cranberry sauce and 
Noble Rye bread. Sides and extras 
are available as add-ons, as are whole 
pies, including pumpkin, pecan, lemon 
meringue, Boston cream, coconut me-
ringue, apple and cherry.

Orders must be placed by Satur-
day, Nov. 21. They will be closed on 
Thanksgiving Day. Visit www.mira-
clemiledeli.com or call 602-776-0992.

Finally, Chompie’s will offer both 
to-go packages and dine-in specials, 
including individual Thanksgiving 
feast at any of  the four Valley loca-
tions, beginning at 10 a.m. until close 
on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 
26. Near North Central, head to 3212 E. 
Cactus Road.

The individual Thanksgiving meal 
is $32.99++ per person, dine-in or to-
go, and includes sliced Oven Roasted 

Turkey Breast, stuffing, gravy, cran-
berry relish, mashed potatoes, savory 
mashed sweet potatoes, green beans, 
fresh baked dinner rolls and a slice of  
apple or pumpkin pie.	

The Thanksgiving To-Go pack-
ages are available for preorder while 
supplies last and include the Tradi-
tional Meal (serves 12 to 15 guests for 
$319.99++) or the Basic Dinner (serves 
12 to 15 guests for $269.99++). Both 
meals include a whole oven roasted 
turkey, stuffing, gravy, cranberry rel-
ish, dinner rolls and two 9” pies – one 
pumpkin and one apple. The Tradi-
tional package levels up with mashed 
potatoes, savory mashed sweet pota-
toes and green beans. 

Pick up arrangements can be 
made with order confirmation for to-go 
packages. Visit www.chompies.com/
thanksgiving-menus to place an order. 

Dimaggio’s joins  
Uptown lineup

DiMaggio’s Italian Restaurant is 
officially expanding with a second lo-
cation, which is expected to open in 
fall and anchor the courtyard at the 
historic Uptown Plaza at the corner of  
Central Avenue and Camelback Road. 
The team says it is building an elegant 
new flagship designed to build on the 
momentum of  their original concept, 
located in McCormick Ranch in Scott-
sdale, with elevated design, classic culi-
nary traditions and an exclusive private 
dining room complete with a dedicated 
secret entrance for VIP arrivals.

Led by the restaurant’s name-
sake, Frank DiMaggio, who is a rela-
tive of  legendary Yankee “Clipper” Joe 
DiMaggio, along with partners Bran-
don and Michele Gioffre, DiMaggio’s 
offers a nostalgic take on Italian-Amer-
ican dining to the Valley. The expan-
sion comes at a moment of  continued 
momentum for the restaurant, which 
recently earned a 2026 Foodist Award 
for its bone-in veal parmigiana. Hospi-
tality industry veterans Justin Cohen, 
former COO of  Riot Hospitality, and 
Kyle Carnine, a former Steak 44 man-
ager, have also joined the team, bring-
ing years of  restaurant experience and 
elite front-of-house hospitality to the 
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ve reliable transportation

 to men, women, and children with developmental disabilities.

We are currently looking for caregivers to 
work in group homes throughout Glendale, 

Please apply at www.valleylifeaz.org

*Must have a valid AZ driver’s license

Full Time
& Part Time
Caregivers

Needed!

A rewarding career in
a world of gratitude.

A non-profit organization that provides programs and 
services to adults with developmental disabilities.

Ajo Al’s Biltmore Location:
5101 N 16th Street 

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11:00 am - 9:00 pm 
Fri-Sat 11:00 am - 10:00 pm

602-222-9902 • ajoals.com

Three popular Valley establishments will serve up 
Thanksgiving classics ready to feed a crowd or 
for those flying solo this year (photo courtesy of 
Miracle Mile Deli).

please see DIMAGGIO'S on page 45
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SHELLEY HUBBARD
REALTOR® | RRC LUXURY HOME CERTIFIED

602.628.8921
shelley@shelleykayshubbardpc.com
www.shelleyhubbardproperties.com
@centralphoenixluxurylifestyle

Not intended as solicitation if you are currently 
working with a real estate agent.

I sell homes across the 
Valley—but North Central 
is HOME.
Realtor, Attorney, and court-
appointed Real Estate Special 
Commissioner handling both 
traditional and complex sales.

FROM THE COURTHOUSE 
TO YOUR HOUSE— EVERY 
DETAIL MATTERS.

NOTED PROPERTIES

325 W LOMA LANE

17302 W GRETNA STREET

FOR SALE | 6 Bed 5 Bath 
$1,050,000

FOR SALE | 4 Bed 4 Bath 
$1,199,000

RECENT SALES:
1439 W Mountain Sky, Phoenix
3014 N. Kashmir, Mesa
713 S. Sycamore, Mesa
6914 W. Fremont, Laveen 
2677 E. Maplewood, Gilbert

brand as it enters this next phase of  
growth and expansion.

At Uptown Plaza, the restaurant 
will introduce a grander, more immer-
sive setting while maintaining the en-
ergy and personality that have defined 
the original Scottsdale location, owner-
ship said. The restaurant is designed to 
function as both a lively neighborhood 
destination and a more discreet setting 
for private dinners, celebrations, and 
high-profile gatherings, with a private 
dining room featuring its own dedicat-
ed entrance.

“The love and demand for DiMag-
gio’s has been overwhelming, and we 
wanted our second location to really 
elevate what people already love about 
us,” said Frank DiMaggio. “Having 
lived in New York, I experienced and ate 
a very specific style of  Italian dining. 
Uptown Plaza’s historic, mid-century 
backdrop is the ideal home for this next 
evolution, as its soul, in many ways, 
captures an era that we also capture. 
It’s a step back in time at Uptown Plaza, 
and a step back even further at DiMag-
gio’s, and we look forward to being the 
kitchen that serves the deeply rooted 
neighborhoods that surround us.”

For updates and opening announce-
ments, visit www.dimaggiosrestaurant.
com and www.uptownplazaphx.com. 

Emberance to debut  
at Hilton resort

In late fall, Hilton Phoenix Resort 
at The Peak, 7677 N. 16th St., will debut 
Emberance, a new restaurant inspired 
by the flavors, landscapes and culinary 
traditions of  the Sonoran Desert. The 
7,366-square-foot standalone restau-
rant will bring a “refined yet approach-
able dining experience to Phoenix, 
celebrating Arizona growers and pro-
ducers,” according to Pivotal Group, 
which acquired the resort in 2024.

Designed as a destination for both 
Phoenix locals and resort guests, the 
restaurant will center its culinary 
identity around live-fire cooking. A sig-
nature robata grill will serve as a focal 
point within the kitchen, using smoke, 

char and flame to bring depth and char-
acter to the menu. Fire will not simply 
be used as a cooking technique at the 
new property, but as a defining element 
of  the restaurant’s food, atmosphere 
and experience, the team said. A curat-
ed craft cocktail and wine program will 
complement the menu. 

“Emberance represents the next 
chapter in the reimagining of  Hilton 
Phoenix Resort at The Peak while car-
rying forward the hotel’s legacy,” said 
Julia Najafi, vice president and prin-
cipal of  Pivotal Group. “We’ve created 
an intimate, relaxed dining room made 
for memorable experiences, where the 
food and hospitality capture the spirit 
of  the Southwest.”

The kitchen will be led by Chef  
Mireya Ryan, who brings 13 years of  
luxury hospitality and fine-dining ex-
perience. Ryan has held culinary lead-
ership positions in both Phoenix and 
San Diego, overseeing complex, multi-
outlet resort operations. Most recently, 
she served as Executive Sous Chef  at T. 
Cook’s at Royal Palms Resort and Spa, 
where she helped lead the acclaimed 
restaurant’s culinary operations. 

The restaurant will feature a 22-
seat center bar designed for social-
izing, along with an open layout. Two 
scenic terraces will offer outdoor seat-
ing around fire pits, where guests can 
enjoy cocktails and bites with views 
of  nearby Piestewa Peak and the re-
sort pool. It will be open for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner and also feature an 
intimate private dining space for din-
ners, special events and celebrations.

Visit www.hiltonphoenixresortat-
thepeak.com for more information.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

DIMAGGIO'S, continued from page 44

Frank DiMaggio will 
bring a second location 
of his eponymous 
restaurant to Uptown 
Plaza this fall with 
a focus on elevated 
design, classic culinary 
traditions and an 
exclusive private dining 
room complete with 
a dedicated secret 
entrance for VIP arrivals 
(photo courtesy of 
Uptown Plaza).

When the restaurant opens in late fall, the 
terraces at Emberance will offer outdoor seating 
around fire pits, where guests can enjoy cocktails 
and bites with views of nearby Piestewa Peak 
(submitted photo).

Jones brings talents  
to Upward Projects

In late September, Upward Projects, 
the Phoenix-born hospitality group be-
hind neighborhood staples Postino, 
Federal Pizza, Joyride Taco House, 
Windsor Churn and the upcoming Lado 
A Lado, announced the appointment of  
acclaimed Arizona chef  Stephen Jones 
as Culinary Innovation Chef. 

A three-time James Beard semi-fi-
nalist, Jones brings more than 27 years 
of  culinary leadership experience 
across top-tier dining destinations. In 
his new role, the iconic Phoenix chef  
will oversee the overarching culinary 
vision and evolution for Upward’s 
menus, bringing a fresh, hands-on, 
chef-centric approach to kitchen op-
erations, culinary R&D, and dish de-
velopment.

“Stephen is a phenomenal chef  and 
a special part of  the fabric of  the Ari-
zona dining scene,” said Lauren Bailey, 
CEO and co-founder of  Upward Proj-
ects. “I’ve known and admired Stephen 
for years, since his days at Tarbell’s. 
Bringing Stephen into the Upward Proj-
ects family isn’t about getting bigger; 
it’s about getting better, more focused, 
and more chef-driven than ever. His 
culinary mastery, passion for sourcing, 

and dedication to kitchen mentorship 
will elevate our culinary experience to 
the next level.”

Under Jones’ leadership, Valley 
guests will see an immediate focus on 
culinary evolution, starting with Pos-
tino. The chef  is actively spearhead-
ing R&D for new kitchen designs and 
dinner-friendly offerings, balancing 
Postino’s bruschetta boards with pro-
tein-forward shareables and vibrant 
seasonal produce. In the meantime, 
he is preparing for a high-wattage din-
ner at the James Beard House in early 
2027; followed by a larger menu reveal 
in early 2027.

“Upward Projects has always set 
the standard for hospitality, culture 
and community here in Arizona, and 
joining forces with Lauren and the 
team feels like a natural homecom-
ing,” said Jones. “My goal is to bring 
that same hands-on, chef-led energy 
that drove the larder + the delta into 
every single kitchen we operate. We’re 
doubling down on culinary craft, intro-
ducing vibrant seasonal rotations and 
creating memorable, shareables that 
give our neighbors even more reasons 
to gather at our tables.”

For more information, visit www.
upwardprojects.com.
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A. J. Birdwell
Plumbing

602-274-4121
Water • Sewers • Water Heaters

 Repairs are our Specialty!!
No travel charges • Free Estimates

ROC # 0457777 • Licensed • Bonded

602.690.3111
OFFICE@CLWPLUMBING.COM

1943 W. NORTH LANE, SUITE 8 | PHOENIX, AZ 85021 
WWW.CLWPLUMBING.COM | ROC265095 K-77

Read our Yelp reviews!
ROC # 299666

Mention this ad  
and receive

20% OFF
all interior and  
exterior workCompany

xtra Mile Painting 
“Going the extra mile in  
service, craftmanship 
and cleanliness.”

We also do  
kitchen cabinets! 

FREE written 
estimates in 

24 hours!
Call us today at 
602.521.2662

www.extramilepaintingaz.com

Our painters 
paint with pride!

Chairs • Pillows • Slipcovers • Patio Cushions

High Quality Designer Work
Serving the Valley since 1990

746 E. Dunlap • Phoenix, AZ • 85020

L A N D S C A P I N G
MEDINA’S

ARTIFICIAL GRASS • IRRIGATION INSTALL & REPAIR  
SOD INSTALLATION • LANDSCAPE LIGHTING • PAVERS  

TREE REMOVAL • TRIMMING & PRUNING • TREE PLANTING

Please call or text  Please call or text  
for a free estimate.  for a free estimate.  

We are here for all your We are here for all your 
landscaping needs! landscaping needs! 

Luis
602.486.5574

CALL NOW!
FREE ESTIMATE

WoM Tree Care, LLC
602-206-2784

Best Value in 
Skilled Pruning for Your Garden

  Let's Talk About 
Rainwater Harvesting!

Doug Banfelder
Experienced & Insured
dougbanfelder@gmail.com

Phoenix 
Scottsdale

Paradise Valley 

Ryan’s Removal
Oleander, Tree and Stump Removal
Dirt • Concrete • Hauling • Delivery

Lot Clearing • Pool Removal
Insured - Bonded

Call for free estimate

602-451-6120
ryansremoval@gmail.com  •  oleanderremoval.com

SPRINKLER/LANDSCAPE
INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

DESIGN/BUILD • LIGHTING
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

602-292-5657
Doug Fleming, Owner                         ROC # 098462

Place your ad here!

Call North Central News
602-277-2742

You see us, they’ll see you!

HAPPY 
80TH BIRTHDAY, 

 GARY D!

CONCRETE & MASONRY

Professional  |  Reliable  |  Affordable

www.concretecompanyphoenix.com

• Concrete Services
• Block Walls

• Artificial Turf
• Landscaping

Contact 602-692-5599  |  ptownconcrete@outlook.com

• Stucco
• Pavers

AREA DISPOSAL

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y
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Imagine your home, totally organized!
Custom Closets | Garage Cabinets | Home O�ces | Laundries | Wall Units | Pantries | Wall Beds | Hobby Rooms and more...    

   

40% O�
Plus Free 

Installation
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12 MONTH
SPECIAL FINANCING

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for 
details. Not available in all areas.

Call for a free in home design consultation 

closetsbydesign.com

���

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured.
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ROC 057434
ROC 072088

Licensed
Bonded • Insured

CALL FOR YOUR FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

602-944-3658
www.kirkdevco.com

Turning Dreams into Reality Since 1978
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Master Suites • Additions

Second Stories • Windows & Doors • Gut Renovations

a ‘new’ KITCHEN 
for the new year!

Start that  
remodeling project 

NOW!

Custom Remodeling Design/Build

Serving  
the Valley  
since 1978

The Grandkids The Grandkids 
say “It’s time say “It’s time 
to remodel to remodel 

your kitchen!”your kitchen!”


